
July 2017:  European link visit 
 

Celebrating a Wall down! 
 

Shortly after the Wall came down, one of our parish Readers, Valerie Philips, 
sadly now deceased, established a link between our parish in Kimpton and 
another in Schönermark, in what was formerly East Germany. Visits occur every 

two years, with a group either going to Germany, or another coming to the UK. 
This summer it was Kimpton’s turn to host.  

 
Upon landing they were given a chance 
to relax a bit, and then we went to visit 

the Madina Mosque in Luton. It was the 
first time many in the group, from 

Germany and from Kimpton, had ever 
visited a mosque – and we were 
treated to some lovely sweets and 

samosas, as well as cool drinks on 
what turned out to be a very hot day!  

 

We then went to All Saints Church in 
Bury Park to hear from the vicar, the 

Revd David Kesterton, about his 
ministry in this multicultural area of our 
diocese, and to visit the Peace Garden 

in the grounds of the church.  
 

 
 
Our visitors shared that each of their seven villages host Muslim refugees from 

Syria and Albania.  
 

The next few days were full of fish & chip suppers, travel to Cambridge and 
Brighton, time at The Boot, our village pub, bbq’s, and of course the Sunday 
service.  

It was at this point that the pastor, Revd Michael 
Heise, presented our parish with a new figure for our 

Nativity. Each time our link parish have visited they 
have brought with them a hand-carved wooden figure 
for a Nativity. It is something we greatly cherish. 

 
This time the figure is of a wise man, carved as a 

‘man of the East’ in Middle Eastern dress and representing the necessity for us 
all to learn about and live alongside one another. The face is exquisite, and is 
carved with sensitive wisdom. Pastor Michael related how painful the Brexit 

decision was for those living in Europe, but he also shared there are some in 
Europe who have the same sentiment of wanting to separate. But we know we 

are all part of one church and that we will stay connected despite the politics.  
Goodbyes were said – and promises made that we will visit Schönermark in two 
year’s time.  


