
Giving at
Christmas 

Cribs, Christingles, Children, Carols… and
Covid



Introduction
 
Covid-19 has had, and will continue to have, a global financial
impact. The finances of our communities and churches have
been effected, and in a varied diocese, communities and
churches are impacted in different ways. 

A lot of benefices and parishes have seen their finances
impacted negatively over the past few months. 

In these difficult times we need the courage and hope
demonstrated by the Blessed Virgin Mary and Joseph as they
eagerly awaited the birth of the Messiah. 

Courage in these times means finding whole new ways to
celebrate Christmas, from a virtual choir recording carols to
Christingle-in-a-bag. Courage means continuing to worship God
despite COVID restrictions and technical problems. Courage
means finding ways to meet the needs of our community,
perhaps starting Foodbanks and events to minister to those
isolated at this time. Many of these things remind us of how we
need to encourage giving at this time to allow us to continue in
our mission and ministry.  

Just as many in our parishes suffer financially there may be
those on fixed income who, as a result of Covid, have had
expenditure go down. Some of these people may be annual
attenders who would welcome the chance to help their parish
church out financially at this time. Do find ways to ask people to
financially contribute to the mission and ministry of your
church. 



Write a Christmas letter from the parish church to all
parishioners. Share with them stories of hope and helping
out in the community. Include a form by which they can
make a donation. 
Not many weeks ago hardly anyone knew what a QR code
was - now anyone who has gone out recently has scanned
one with their smartphone to 'book in' to that venue. Use
QR codes that link to online giving as a simple way to allow
people to give. 
If you don't have any online giving yet, you can set it up
fairly simply. There is a guide here:
https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/wp-
content/uploads/How-to-Set-Up-your-Church-for-Online-
Donations1.pdf
If you have a lot of people who don't use the internet
consider text message giving instead. It costs nothing to set
up, although the commission taken on each donation is
greater than online giving. Nonetheless, it is an easy way to
give - you don't need to enter card details and the like. 
Once you have all that set up, be sure to add the donation
option to your 'A Church Near You' page. Details here:
https://achurchnearyou.zendesk.com/hc/en-
us/articles/360007655378-Setting-up-a-donations-page?
mc_cid=ec5b041d79&mc_eid=ed163b4707
Cash works too: put money that has been left in a collection
plate in the safe and leave it for 72 hours before counting it. 

Some ideas:

https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/How-to-Set-Up-your-Church-for-Online-Donations1.pdf
https://achurchnearyou.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/360007655378-Setting-up-a-donations-page?mc_cid=ec5b041d79&mc_eid=ed163b4707

