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Is a spirit filled person of prayer who believes in the 

divine inspiration of scripture and it is the basis of 

their faith and ministry 

Is pastorally minded, caring and sociable 

with a heart for community, outreach and 

engagement. Will continue with and    

develop activities and groups with both 

young and old in the communities we 

serve 

Has the understanding to      

develop the Benefice’s         

spirituality through a      

balance of tradition,    

teaching and contemporary      

worship, preaching with 

sensitivity and empathy 

Nurtures and enables   

individuals in their own 

ministries and spiritual 

gifts. And seeks to grow       

discipleship within the 

congregations 

 Will help us in our mission to share 

the good news of the gospel in a 

rapidly changing world, interpreting 

and applying the gospel in a way 

that speaks into individual lives  

Will promote unity and collaboration across the 

three parishes within the Benefice, whilst supporting 

the individuality of each parish 
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Support and enthusiasm to 

work alongside our minister 

with well established 

teams who are committed 

to enhance their well     

being  
Established groups that link with young 

children and families and our local 

schools  including a self employed     

Families and Outreach Consultant 

A very warm welcome 

A friendly rural environment in which to work 

and live with good schools and recreational    

facilities 

Accommodation in a four 

bedroomed house located 

in Church Road Westoning 

Activities that link on a 

weekly basis with the whole 

community 

An opportunity to work with our 

proactive PCCs who are willing 

to embrace change and are     

actively pursuing new initiatives A team of Readers and Lay Leaders 

of Worship who will support and work 

with you 

Excellent transport links to 

both London and the rest 

of the UK 

Vibrant and diverse 

communities 
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3. What is Our Vision as a Benefice? 

The core Vision and Values of our     

Benefice are: 

• To be churches which serve all the   

people in our communities and are       

WELCOMING and INCLUSIVE. 

• To inspire people of all ages and     

backgrounds and help them meet with 

Jesus and then grow in their relationship 

with Him. 

• To see God’s Kingdom continue to be 

extended in our communities by     

reaching out and welcoming those who 

are unconnected to church. 

Grow Deeper in God’s Love and Transform our Communities 

• To help people of all ages grow deeper in their personal faith, experience the love of God 

through the Holy Spirit and then grow in that love and live it out in their lives. 

• To bring the transforming Love of God into our communities with different styles of services and 

worship. 

• To offer courses such as the Alpha course for those who wish to explore the Christian faith. 

• To continue with our outreach to different age groups within the Benefice by offering a toddler 

group, messy church, breakfast clubs, youth groups and fellowship groups for both the younger 

and older members of the community. 

• Nurture connections with churches of other denominations in our Benefice and work together in 

unity to help transform our communities. 

Grow Closer to each other in Flourishing 

Christ Centred Communities 

• To help members of the benefice churches 

have fellowship with each other and develop 

meaningful friendships and relationships. To 

support one another in their Christian journey 

so that all feel valued, included and involved. 

• For our three churches to enjoy the company 

of and cultivate and develop relationships with 

those from the other churches within the     

Benefice. 

Grow into all that God has in store for our lives and our Communities 

• To surround  our communities, our lives as individuals and all our  activities with regular times 

of corporate prayer. Knowing it is not by  power or might but by the power of God ’s Spirit that 

lives and communities are changed. 

• Ensure our churches are active, welcoming spaces, which are central to our communities and 

are relevant and caring; where families and children as well as those who are older can feel at 

home. 

• To continue with plans to develop our churches into multi purpose spaces which better serve 

our communities, whilst still valuing and celebrating their history.  
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4. STRENGTHS OPPORTUNITIES CHALLENGES 

The Benefice churches all reach out to     

engage with their communities in faith and 

love. 

To develop or further develop the fabric of our 

churches to give us more flexible space for worship 

and use by our communities, so that the churches 

become a resource to their community. 

Building on our work with children and families  

and learning to fully utilise the skills and             

expertise of our Families and Outreach Consultant. 

Revitalise our work with the youth including         

re- establishing Youth Club with the 8 - 13 year 

olds and look at engaging with the 13 - 18 year 

olds. 

To continue to make worship more accessible and 

relevant for those who are unfamiliar with church. 

Continue the good work to increase income and 

enable us to pay the full parish share. 

Encourage more members of the congregations 

to help with the various activities taking place and 

to get engagement and commitment from wider 

demographics. 

There are established home groups, bible 

study groups, regular alpha courses and 

monthly prayer groups. 

We welcome the opportunity to implement 

contemporary worship with regular informal 

services and the occasional café church    

service. 

Provide varied training throughout the       

Benefice for our prayer teams and others   

involved in ministry using for example            

resources from Holy Trinity Brompton plus 

inviting a variety of people to lead the       

training. 

Each church within the Benefice is friendly 

and welcoming with a faithful core of         

worshipers and is valued by the community it 

serves. 

A wide variety of community based groups 

and activities  for all ages are provided by 

the Benefice. Churches. 

To engage with and provide relevant ministry to 

those who will live in the new houses to be built in 

the Benefice and help them integrate into their 

communities. 

 

To develop more Benefice wide activities and   

services.  
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5. RECENT INITIATIVES  

We have kept in contact with our families through       

delivering Church at Home bags on five different         

occasions. 

We have had some family Zoom services and have a 

new Families Together Service once a month in        

Westoning. 

Harlington has launched a once a month Family      

Breakfast. 

New informal services have been launched at          

Westoning and Harlington. 

A valuable new resource has been our use of the    

Families and Outreach Consultant who is being used by 

the Benefice on a self employed basis. 

Regular Benefice services and other events are being 

planned. 

The Upper Room was a weekly online service which 

started in May 2020 as part of Thy Kingdom Come for 

the Benefice. It provides a very special space for more      

informal worship, and continues to provide a way for  

people from all Benefice churches and others with       

connections with the Benefice, to come together and find 

we can meet with God’s presence and love online. Many 

members of the congregations help lead and contribute 

to this service. It has recently moved to being once a 

month. 

Craft and Sewing Bee provides an additional opportunity for members of the church and the     

community to come together on a weekly basis in Westoning village hall and have fellowship      

together as they sew and get involved with different crafts. 

Westoning Cares has been fundamental in enhancing links between the church and the local    

Parish Council which has recently contributed funding towards the cost of the free coffee morning,  

Relaunching Westcaf, a free coffee morning which the church has provided for the community in 

the village hall for a number of years. 
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6. PRIORITIES FOR NEXT THREE YEARS 

Continue to build on what the Benefice churches have   

already established in outreach into their communities. 

Looking at making what we do relevant in a rapidly    

changing world 

To support our gathered church families to help individuals 

fully experience and know God’s amazing love for them.  

To equip and encourage wider participation from the whole 

of our congregations to be more actively involved and 

seek and pursue God’s vision for the communities we 

serve.  

To underpin all that we do with corporate prayer. 

The re-ordering of the back of Westoning Church to     

create a multi purpose flexible space together with a first 

floor room in the bell tower and the removal of the choir 

stalls. Together with underfloor heating and the             

installation of  solar panels. Plans have been drawn up by 

our architect and funds are available. 

The continuation of essential structural repairs at     

Harlington, plus planning to create a community space 

including a toilet and small kitchen. To create a Harlington 

Friends Group. 

Building and churchyard maintenance remain a constant 

for all at St Nicholas Tingrith, with renovation of the Belfry 

and extension of the community area high on the fund 

raising agenda. 

To continue with Pastoral and Missional Outreach especially to 

those who are lonely or confined to home. 

To keep offering Home Communion and general pastoral visiting 

and care to those in need. 

To continue to provide fellowship groups for all ages. 

To incorporate within our service plans regular Benefice services 

and events. 

To continue to maximise the use of 

the resource of our Families and        

Outreach Consultant across the   

Benefice with involvement in family 

services and café church services. 

The continued development of 

“Messy Church” activities. 

To re-establish / develop links with 

our local schools with activities 

such as Open the Book and also a 

monthly lunch time club. 

To relaunch and develop Youth 

Clubs for  8 —13 years and also for 

13 – 18 years. 

To offer a day time Alpha for the 

parents  and carers of the children 

who come to our Mums and     

Toddlers groups & Messy Church. 

To continue to promote the cross 

over with these groups and our  

services and  the other groups we   

offer in the community. 
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7. Our Location and our Schools 

WESTONING LOWER SCHOOL 

There are two Lower Schools within the Benefice taking children from 

the age of 4-9. Both have attached preschools taking children from the 

age of two and a half until they enter school and both schools provide 

Wrap Around Care with breakfast and after school clubs. 

Harlington Lower School has an Outstanding Ofsted Rating.         

Westoning Lower School and both preschools have a Good Ofsted 

rating. 

Although not church schools both schools have very good links with 

their benefice church and come into church to celebrate church      

festivals some end of term services and enjoy occasional visits to the 

church. 

Open the Book was a weekly occurrence at both Lower Schools be-

fore COVID and it is hoped to be relaunched soon along with a lunch 

time club run by the Benefice  Families and Outreach Consultant. 

Harlington Upper School (HUS) is a large modern school which has approximately 1200 students between the 

ages of 13 - 18 and includes a large sixth form. The school takes in a wide rural catchment area serving 

Harlington and the surrounding villages, including Westoning and  Tingrith. The train station means easy 

transport links for staff and students from further afield. Established in 1973 the school underwent a major 

building and refurbishment programme between October 2003 and April 2006 and the new building was 

opened by HM Queen Elizabeth II in November 2006. The school has established a strong reputation for both 

academic achievement and extra curricular opportunities and has a specialist hearing impairment unit. 

For several years the local churches played a valuable counselling role in HUS via a Churches Together       

initiative called HUGS, but it was not possible to continue with this and post-covid we are now in the process 

of re-establishing links with HUS which has a new head teacher. 

As part of the school Personal Enrichment Programme some of the year 9 & 10 children come and help look 

after the Church grounds in Harlington. 

HARLINGTON UPPER SCHOOL 

Church of St Mary Harlington 

Electoral Roll: 42 

Village Population: 2300 

Dwellings: 940 

Plans for 589 new homes 

 

Church of St Nicholas Tingrith 

Electoral Roll: 10 

Village Population: 153 

Dwellings: 59 

 

Church of St Mary Magdalene 

Westoning 

Electoral Roll: 63 

Village Population: 2150 

Dwellings: 850 

Plans for 233 new homes  
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8. Communities 

 HARLINGTON TINGRITH WESTONING 
   

 

 

 

Harlington is a rural village within the 

Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty, lying between Toddington and 

Flitwick. It has good links to the M1 and 

is on the Midland mainline railway. 

Served by Thameslink. Bus services are 

more limited. 

A small but lively rural village, 

originally agricultural but now a 

mixture of home-based          

businesses, commuters and   

retirees. 

Vibrant village with a strong      

community spirit. Located 8 miles 

north of Dunstable, 12 miles south 

of Bedford. It is less than 2 miles 

from junction 12 of the M1 and from   

Flitwick and Harlington railway        

stations. 

The housing is mixed, consisting of    

historic, mature and newer homes plus a 

retirement housing complex with 16 flats. 

There are plans to build about 600 new 

homes and there is a recent               

development by the station of 1 and 2 

bedroom flats. 

 In the main village there is  a    

mixture of new and older and             

conservation area properties, 

with no plans for expansion. 

There is a reasonable mixture of 

housing in the village including new 

and older properties and also some 

housing association properties. 

There are plans, on the Flitwick 

side for a new housing                 

development for 148  houses and 

on the other side of the village for 

85 houses.. 

There is a Lower and Upper school,    

Village Hall, Parish Hall (the original 

school), Scout Hut, Methodist and      

Anglican churches. Life Church meet in 

the Parish Hall. There are shops         

including a café, newsagents, post office 

and general store, dry cleaners and   

estate agents. A GP practice is open on 

weekday mornings. 

Following the sale of the Village 

Hall to provide funds for the 

church restoration, the church 

building provides the sole     

community facilities for the     

village.  

The Parish meetings and all   

other village meetings are held in 

the church. 

General facilities include:         

Westoning Lower School, Village 

Hall, Recreation Club and grounds 

with tennis courts and football  

pitches. The Baptist church. A local   

village shop with post office,  and a 

butchers shop. 

There is a recreation ground used for 

cricket and football and a recently      

installed children’s play area. There are 

2 pubs, Carpenters Arms and the Old 

Sun. There are many village groups  

covering a wide variety of interests, arts 

and crafts, drama, gardening, children’s 

sports, exercise classes. 

The pews have been  removed 

from the rear of the church to 

create a kitchen and community 

area and the village is keen to 

explore new ways of using this. 

Leisure facilities include: two      

village pub/restaurants. Youth and 

senior football teams who use the 

recreation ground, netball team, 

tennis club. Westoning Players who 

put on 2 plays a year in the Village 

Hall.  Numerous  other clubs and 

associations. 

St Mary’s Church welcomes the        

community into the church, organising 

social events such as Art Attack, Poetry 

Day, concerts, Nature day, quizzes,       

Christmas Tree Festival and so on. 

Our annual church festivals,          

especially around Christmas,  

attract a significant congregation, 

often larger than our           

neighbouring  parishes. 

The church is represented in many 

of the village organisations and is 

actively involved in village life and 

co-ordinates contributions to the 

local food bank.  Cream teas are 

hosted in the summer and the fete. 
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9. Accommodation 

The Vicarage Church Road Westoning MK45 5JW 

 

Detached family home with a large drive with parking for numerous 

vehicles and a large secluded rear garden. 

Ground Floor — Open porch,  Entrance Lobby, Study (with shelves 

and cupboards) Hall, Cloakroom, Sitting Room, Dining Room, Kitchen, 

Utility Room. 

First Floor — Landing, Four Bedrooms (all with fitted cupboards)   

Bathroom, Separate WC. 

For the last 20 years there have only been two families renting the  

vicarage and both have thoroughly enjoyed living there. Each tenant 

has been very sad to leave.  
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10. LEADERSHIP & MINISTERIAL TEAM 

St Mary Magdalene Westoning 

The PCC consists of 14 members including two Church War-

dens and two Deanery Synod representatives and one        

ordained clergy. The PCC generally meets once a month. 

There is also a small Standing Committee that meets as the 

need arises and reports back to the PCC. 

The incumbent is supported by two Readers and one Lay 

Leader of  Worship. 

St Nicholas Tingrith 

Small but robust PCC of 7 members who meet three 

times per year. With two church custodians, a Deanery 

Synod representative from Westoning who also       

represents Tingrith.  

The incumbent is supported by Readers.  

St Mary’s Harlington 

In addition to the incumbent, Harlington has one Reader 

and two Lay Leaders of Worship. 

Harlington PCC consists of 9 elected members, including 

two Church Wardens, two Deputy Church Wardens, two 

Deanery Synod Representatives and one  Reader, who 

generally meet once a month. The PCC members are 

dedicated and active, working to develop the Church and 

enhance its standing in the community. In addition there 

is a Standing Committee consisting of the incumbent, at 

least one Church Warden, the Treasurer and the    

Reader. 

Across the Benefice 

Since 2019 we have been using the services of a self            

employed Families and  Outreach Consultant who is working 

with the incumbent and PCCs to coordinate and organise some 

of our outreach to families and the wider community. 

As well as leading various Messy Church activities she also 

provides support if it is needed at Toddler Groups, leads some 

Family Services, Sunday Breakfast Club and is in contact with 

our schools. Our Youth Groups have also been relaunched. 

Safeguarding 

All three churches have a Parish Safeguarding Officer and are committed to providing a safe,    

welcoming, open place of worship and fellowship for all. 
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11. ECUMENICAL 

Harlington Church :  

Harlington St Mary’s is part of Churches Together in Harlington (CTH) along with the Methodist 

Church, the Life Church, (which is part of the Pioneer Group of Churches) and Sundon Park 

Catholic Church is also linked to the group. Joint Services and events include: 

The Benefice  

Healing Rooms: The benefice churches were instrumental in opening a local Healing Room 

which is affiliated to Healing Rooms England & Wales. Contact was made with other local 

churches not just within the benefice but also from Dunstable and other localities.  

Comprehensive training was provided by Healing Rooms England & Wales and the Healing 

Room was opened in November 2019. During lockdown it has continued to operate online.  

The Healing Room was opened in a Coffee Shop in Flitwick and is known as Healing Room 

Flitwick. Since the Autumn of 2021 we have also had a weekly table at the Flitwick Indoor      

Friday Market where folk can come and talk and have prayer. 

Other Churches: There are good links with Flitwick and Ampthill Baptist Churches.  Before 

COVID the incumbent used to meet regularly to pray with these minsters. 

Village Magazine “Contact” Alpha  

Open the Book Joint Service for Christian Unity (January) 

Good Friday Walk of Witness Easter Trail –a telling of the Easter Story around 

the village with activities for         children and 

families 

Animal Ark Event Joint Service for Christian Aid (May) 

Weekend of Prayer concluding with joint service 

(September) 

Remembrance 

Nativity Trail a telling of the Christmas Story 

around the village with activities for families 

Joint activities/stalls at the Harlington Carnival 

(bi-annual event pre-covid) 

12. COMMUNICATIONS 

There is a weekly notice sheet which is used in services and this is supplemented by a weekly 

email listing all Benefice services, groups and events for the week. 

Each of the Benefice churches have their own websites and some have links to Facebook pages. 

These are also kept up to date with information about current events and services. 

There are two village magazines. Harlington Village Magazine called Contact, which the church  

contributes to and uses to inform the village of key news dates and events. Village Link is the     

magazine for Westoning and Tingrith and is managed by the churches by volunteer members of the 

congregation with  contributions and information from all the village organisations. It also contains 

updates about church groups and information about forthcoming events and services. 

Since May 2020 Zoom has been used for some meetings and for keeping in touch with each other. 
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13. PASTORAL 

The Benefice has:  

Pastoral Team: who in 2018 trained using the Diocesan Pastoral Ministry five week course. 

Some of the team give Home Communion and carry out Pastoral Visiting and support. General 

pastoral support is offered via the incumbent and by congregation members as the need arises.                       

Westoning Cares: The church along with the Parish Council formed this group in April 2020 to 

provide support to the vulnerable during the COVID crisis in terms of organising shoppers,     

collection of prescriptions and giving lifts where needed. The church administer this, organising 

volunteers and receiving requests for help. There are still a few people who are supported and 

the group at the moment is also looking at joining with Harlington to help with the Ukrainian     

refugee crisis.    

Prayer Team: As well as providing prayer at the end of each service the team also provides 

wider prayer support when requested, including receiving and circulating emails to the team for 

specific prayer requests. The team has received training using a diocesan course, materials 

from Holy Trinity Brompton, together with training days with a variety of speakers.  

Harlington Neighbourhood Help: The group was formed 22 years ago, with volunteers    

providing help to villagers. The help includes transport to health appointments and shopping, 

minor household assistance, collecting prescriptions or acting as befrienders. The group also 

run a weekly 'Quiz and Cake' in the local retirement housing complex. They were particularly 

busy helping villagers during the initial COVID outbreak and also coordinated the extra helpers 

who came forward. 

Informal Support: Within the community at Tingrith the village looks out for and cares for one 

another. 

Food bank: The churches provide a point for items to be donated and are then transported 

each week to the local foodbank centre.  

Weddings and Baptisms: With the outreach to families there have been a number of baptisms. 
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St Mary Magdalene Westoning 

1. Children Young People and Families 

Little Stars Toddler Group: Meets weekly during term time in church. We restarted the group in May 

2021 and now meet in church rather than the village school. This has meant the church building has 

become a familiar space for adults and toddlers alike and there has been a great overlap with our 

family   services and our version of messy church. A number of children are due to be baptised.  

TWiG (Tea With God): Our version of messy church which meets monthly in the village hall led by 

our Families and Outreach Consultant (FOC). We are now seeing some of these families joining us 

for our family services. 

Youth Club: This has been running very successfully for a number of years for 9-13 year olds in the 

village hall, with 20 or more children in regular attendance. It  is in the process of being relaunched by 

our FOC with meetings in the hall and picnics and games in the church grounds. 

2.  Groups within our Community 

Westcaf: This is a free coffee morning provided by the church for the community which takes place 

every Tuesday morning in the village hall for two hours. It has been running since October 2016 and 

provides a valuable link with the community and has been a means of developing relationships with 

both young and old alike. There are regularly  between 25-40 people plus some little ones attending. 

Craft & Sewing Bee: This group meets in the village hall each week on a Tuesday  afternoon and 

provides a space for folk to come together, again from both the church and community. It is growing 

since it first started and now regularly has about 20 people enjoying being together. 

Friday Fellowship: This group also meets in the village hall on a Friday afternoon and is again part 

of our outreach into the village. The group has either a speaker or an activity to enjoy, or an           

occasional trip out. It provides a great link between the church and the  community. 

Men’s Breakfast: Meets bimonthly at the Chequers a local pub/restaurant, for a hearty breakfast and 

to listen to a Christian speaker, and is part of the wider outreach into the community. 

3. Church groups: Two house groups meet on a fortnightly basis and they have since September 

2020 met on Zoom and still continue to do so. They provide support, prayer and teaching for their 

members. There are also monthly prayer meetings. 

4. The Church Fete and Cream Teas: The church fete has been an annual event for many years 

along with some summer Sunday afternoon cream teas. 

 

14. OTHER GROUP ACTIVITIES 
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14. OTHER GROUP ACTIVITES 

St Nicholas Tingrith  

The church provides the central meeting point for the village      

community. 

The thriving village choir which practices weekly in the church has 

re-energised church events, bringing the entire community together 

in addition to staging secular performances with the community. 

St Mary’s Harlington 

Wednesday 10.00 Service 

This is a regular committed group who meet 

weekly and many stay for refreshments in the 

Parish Hall afterwards, although the Wednesday 

Coffee Morning is a wider Parish rather than just 

a church event. 

Families Breakfast Club 

This meets once a month in the Parish Hall, usu-

ally on the first or second Sunday, for food, 

songs, craft and fun. For families with young chil-

dren. 

Quintet Choir 

Several members of our congregation participate 

in the Quintet Choir, a choir formed from five local 

churches including Westoning and Tingrith and 

managed and led by our choirmaster. 

Social Group 

A social group organises church and community 

events. 

Friends Group 

A Friends Group is in the process of being 

formed. 

Contact - Village Magazine  

The church financially supports the Contact Vil-

lage Magazine. 

The Benefice 

• An online Alpha Course took place in September 2021 for the whole Benefice with the Holy Spirit day 

being held face to face at a local cricket club. It provided space for individuals to reflect on and grow in 

their faith and relationship with God. 

• 24/7 Prayer Course 2 was used as an online Lent Course in 2022. It dealt with issues such as            

unanswered prayer. It provided a great space for people throughout the Benefice to share and discuss. 
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15. Services 

 Harlington Tingrith Westoning Benefice 

First Sunday 08.00 Holy  

Communion BCP 

09.30 Holy   

Communion 

09.30 Morning     

Prayer 

11.00 Holy     

Communion 

 

Second Sunday 09.30 Holy     

Communion 

(usually) 

Occasional     

Service 

09.30 Families  

Together                         

11.00 Holy     

Communion 

 

Third Sunday 09.30 Holy     

Communion         

(usually) 

15.00 Informal 

Service 

11.00 Holy     

Communion 

 

Fourth Sunday 09.30 Holy     

Communion         

(usually) 

09.30 Morning 

Prayer /

communion  

11.00 Informal 

Service for 

young and old 

18.00 Upper 

Room Zoom    

Service 

Fifth Sunday 09.30 Morning 

Praise usually. 

Occasional           

Service 

11.00 Morning 

Praise 

 

Harlington has an additional mid-week service at 10.00 am on Wednesday                      

Tingrith - one of the services will be communion at least once a month 

Monthly benefice services are being planned into the service schedule 

Our current planned services are as follows: 
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16. FINANCE 

Receipts and Payments Accounts for the year to 31st December 2021 
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17. BUILDINGS 

St Mary’s Harlington  

The church is in the centre of the conservation area of the village, is Grade l listed, 
and built mainly of ironstone and Totternhoe clunch. A church at ‘Herlingdone’ is 
mentioned in the Domesday Book, (probably a wooden building), which was then 
replaced in the late 13th century, with the tower and porch added in the 15th      
century.  

The church sits adjacent to the children’s play area and an area of open grassland 
called Bury Orchard. The oldest parts include the nave and chancel, which is a 
gem of medieval architecture with original windows. The octagonal font also dates 
from this time. In the tower’s bell chamber, there is an octave of bells, and the  
oldest bell was cast in 1440. It has an inscription (in Latin) saying “May John’s bell 
sound for many years”, a wish that has certainly been granted. On the level below, 
the loud ‘tick’ of a rare 17th century clock reverberates around the western end of 
the church. A 1929 stained glass window depicts scenes from John Bunyan’s 
“Pilgrims Progress”, and there is an altar made from Bunyan oak, a 600 year old 
tree where he was said to have preached. When Bunyan was arrested in 1660, he 
was detained overnight and interrogated in the local Manor House.    

St Nicholas Tingrith 

The beautiful Grade 1 listed church of St Nicholas, rebuilt in the 15th 
century and refurbished in the 19th Century by the Trevor Family, 
sits at the heart of the village, both physically and metaphorically as 
it is now the only public building in the village.  

The church has a fascinating history, with several generations of 
Tanquerays serving as Rectors in the church, in addition to creating 
the famous Gin empire. The church has five stunning stained glass 
windows by the famous artist William Jay Bolton, attracting visitors 
from both sides of the Atlantic, where other    examples of his work 
exist. 

The bell tower houses three bells dating from the 16th and 17th cen-
tury. Restoration of the Belfry is on the fundraising wish list to ena-
ble these to ring out again, in addition to the continuing  programme 
of conservation of the building and churchyard. 

St Mary Magdalene Westoning 

A church building has stood on the site since the 12th Century, the     
current church building having been built in the 14th Century with major 
alterations being carried out in the 15th and 18th Centuries. Significant 
restoration work has been undertaken in the past 15 years. The church 
includes stonework from the 12th Century Building. It is believed that the 
font also dates from the 13th Century. 

The church was listed as grade II* on the 23 January 1961. 

The church is a charming old building, located in the old part of the      
village and is surrounded by beautiful grounds including the churchyard. 
There is a separate graveyard in Church Road which is owned by the 
diocese.  


