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What are you hoping for in your Holy Week worship?  To have some evangelistic events which you hope will attract 

people to whom you can preach the Gospel?  To include those on the fringe of the Church?  To have a few 

events which make it more likely to attract a reasonable congregation?  To provide a full schedule of Holy Week 

worship so that regular members can enter into the journey to Calvary with some depth?  To offer worship that 

glorifies God and not to worry who comes?  Some mixture of all the above?  This might well be a discussion to 

have with your PCC but your decision will influence how you plan worship.  This is just one possible option! 

Agape meal and Eucharist 
followed by a procession to the 
Garden of Gethsemane 
A bring and share meal interspersed with foot 

washing and the Eucharist.  If this can be in a 

separate building from church, it is easy to cultivate 

sense of warmth, fellowship and joy.  There is a 

chilling change of emphasis after communion as you 

process into a bare church to watch with Jesus in the 

Garden of Gethsemane. 

To stop getting lasagne on your order of service use a 

data projector. 

Suggested order 

Set up a horseshoe of tables 

Greeting and welcome and explanation 

Gospel (John 13) 

Kyrie confession and Absolution 

Hymn and footwashing 

Collect: Lent 5 Post communion (as end to foot 

washing and intro to Peace)  

share peace and straight into collecting food 

Maundy Thursday Collect as Grace 

1 Corinthians reading 

Pudding 

Intercessions 

Hymn to clear tables 

Eucharistic Prayer (Tonight, the night before 

he died …) to Communion in normal order 

It works well to take the sacrament to people whilst 

they are sitting at their tables 

Hymn or anthem 

Post communion prayer  

John 17: 1 

Follow cross to Gethsemane saying Ps 22 

When in church, have some music (Taize works 

really well) followed by this prayer and bible 

verse and begin the watch: 

Lord Christ, our servant and Saviour, 

on earth you washed the feet of your disciples, 

and now through your cross and resurrection  

you always live to make intercession for us: 

give us grace to be your faithful disciples and servants 

to our lives’ end; 

for your name’s sake.   Amen        Matthew 26:  40’ 

 

 

Donkeys, palm crosses and hot cross buns 
This year, Palm Sunday is the last Sunday of term and therefore a 
really good chance to work with local schools to tell the Easter 
story. 
Why not start your worship in school with coffee, squash and 
croissants and a donkey if you can find one. 
 
Gather people together 
What follows is a combination of a confession and the blessing of 
palm crosses (which you will, of course, have handed out). 

At the start of our worship we bless the palms we are holding and 

prepare ourselves to follow Jesus.  (Everyone holds their palms up). 

Lord Jesus, you wept over the sins of your city. 

On our city: Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
Lord Jesus, you heal the wounds of sin and division,  

jealousy and bitterness. 
On us: Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, you bring pardon and peace to the sinner. 

Grant us peace: Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
God our Saviour, whose Son Jesus Christ entered Jerusalem as 

Messiah to suffer and to die; forgive us our sins, and let these 
palms be for us signs of his victory and love.  Grant that we who 

hold them in his name may ever know his peace in our hearts 
and follow Jesus the King in the way that leads to eternal life;  

who is alive and reigns, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Follow this with a dramatized Palm Gospel and lead a procession 
to church accompanied by singing to music accompanied by a 
battery operated loud speaker.  Hand out palm crosses and 
invitations to Easter services as you go. 
 
Once in church, include a dramatized telling of the Passion (why 
not use a data projector with pictures illustrating the story and the 
congregational words in bold).  Include a sermon feeding off this 
to preach the Gospel, an affirmation of faith and some prayers and 
end with hot cross buns. 
 
Planned carefully to make it flow and timed to ensure it does not 
go on too long, it can be a memorable day and leave people 
wanting more. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Bonfire, candles, lots of splashing and eggs 
What happens on Holy Saturday?  An air of waiting.  A silent stillness.  6 people in a 

freezing building rehearsing the story of salvation in readings and psalms and proclaiming 

Christ is risen to an empty porch whilst tightly budded lilies await the following morning? 

If your Easter Vigil needs refreshing here is a possible option which engages all ages.  It 

leaves baptism and Eucharist till the following morning on the principle that it will then be 

a much bigger celebration of Christ risen from the dead.  Arrange the service time early 

enough to encourage children to come but late enough to be dusk. 

Remember to carry out an H and S risk assessment! 

After a welcome and explanation start in a darkened church with only a light for 

people to read by.  Give everyone an unlit candle.  You may have to raise lighting 

levels to sing by. 

Telling God’s plan for salvation in the OT 

Probably 3 readings (including Exodus 14) interspersed with a prayer and a verse 

from a song (Breathe on me breath of God works well.) 

The service of light 

Head outside, light a hay bale bonfire, bless and light the Paschal candle and walk 

back into church lighting people’s candles as you go and proclaiming :   

The light of Christ  Thanks be to God 

When everyone is in, announce: 

Alleluia!.  Christ is risen.  He is risen indeed Alleluia! 

and sing a version of the Exsultet (there is a really accessible one in T and S:  Sing 

choirs of heaven (to the tune Woodlands) followed by Form2:  a short responsive 

Exsultet. 

Read a Resurrection Gospel and preach on God’s plan for humanity 

Renewal of Baptismal vows 

Gather round the font, bless the water remembering to get as many people wet as 

possible, invite everyone to join in the baptismal promises and a responsive form 

of the Apostles’ Creed and return to your seats singing an Easter hymn and 

splashing as you go! 

Bless everyone and have an Easter Egg hunt and a party! 

Tesco, soup and the Glory of the Cross 
Surely this is one of the most important days to try to bring the Good News to the people. 

Arrange some activities where people are likely to gather:  Outside a supermarket, at the park, in a local pub … .  Again, 

this is a great day to work ecumenically if you can.  Sing some Holy week songs and hymns and don’t be afraid to add in a 

bit of Easter hope.  Intersperse each with a few sentences from the bible or a simple Gospel message.  Hand out hot 

cross buns; hold some simple children’s activities, invite people to write the name of someone they love on a stone and 

say a simple prayer, encourage them to add to a simple Easter Garden, hand out invitations to Easter Sunday service …. 

If you get a reasonable number from your church joining in you could share a simple soup lunch afterwards (in the café if 

you are at a supermarket!) and then go into church for a Good Friday Service. 

Church congregations frequently have set ideas about what they want for Good Friday.  This is just one idea based on 

the traditional Good Friday liturgy.  It can be made more, or less, all age very simply, by judicious choice of music, interactive 

prayers, responsive Passion reading etc.. 

Start in silence Collect,  Passion reading,  Sermon,  Hymn 

Carry a large cross up the aisle and lay it down using Times and Seasons Good Friday proclamation words, 

Isaiah 52 reading (during which nails are hammered into the cross which is stood up and a crown of thorns, INRI and a crucifix 

added) 

Acclamations and anthems from Times and Seasons work well here.  Traditionally communion is received from elements 

consecrated the previous night.  If so, they are brought to a small altar table near the cross. 

Intercessional prayers at the foot of the cross  Lord’s Prayer,  Agnes Dei,  Breaking of bread, Invitation 

People receive communion kneeling at the foot of the cross (think through carefully how this will work).  Whilst there, they are 

invited to touch the crucifix or make some other gesture of love and thanksgiving.   They are also invited to take a small token of 

the cross to take away (a nail, a wooden cross, a crucifix, a ring sized crown of thorns (search the internet for these!)).  This could 

be blessed while they are kneeling.  Do not hurry people through this:  have plenty of hymns for those who are waiting or who have 

returned to their seats or use data projected images etc. 

Ablutions, Final prayer,  depart in silence 

If you possibly can, leave the church one with the decorated cross central with some small crucifixes or other tokens 

next to it, and advertise it, for people to come in to pray throughout the day. 

If you have interesting ideas 

about worship around Holy 

Week and Easter Day, feel free 

to email them to us at 

stalbansdwlc@gmail.com 

We will endeavour to circulate 

them. 
 

Similarly if you want more 

details about anything on this 

sheet, please email us. 
 

To sign up to what we hope 

will be a regular monthly sheet 

on ideas for worship, email us 

at the same address asking to 

be put onto the circulation list. 
 

We plan for the next sheet to 

themed around ideas for 

worship in Eastertide.  Let us 

know if you have items you 

think are worth including. 

The Easter Garden 
and making a 
statement 
Whatever you do on Easter 
Day, do it with gusto! 
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