
Making 
#RefugeesWelcome

• 129 million people across the 
world are affected by the current 
humanitarian crisis

According to local Red Cross workers, it is not possible to calculate 
the number of ‘refugees’ or ‘asylum seekers’ there are in our 
diocese. Once an individual is determined to legally a ‘refugee’, they 
become a part of ‘the system’ and their numbers are no longer 
calculated. This is probably a protection in today’s climate.





An unprecedented 65.3 
million people around the world have 
been forced from home. Among them 
are nearly21.3 million refugees, 
over half of whom are under the age 
of 18.



Dubs scheme would bring 
3,000 of the most vulnerable 
into the UK. Ministers recently 
said the effort would close at 
350, but MPs have strongly 
objected to this limit. 

The Rt Revd Jonathan 
Clark, who is involved with 
Church efforts to welcome 
child migrants, said the 
government was "in 
effect helping the 
trafficking industry".

Kindertransport 
UK took in 10,000 children

There are currently 90,000+ 
unaccompanied minors 
across Europe –
10,000 have gone missing



Gulwali Passarlay The story of one child…



The UK is the only country in Europe which has unlimited detention. 
The European court has acknowledged a breach of Human Rights in 
continuing the practice of (unlimited) detention.



What can I do?
What can my parish do?



Refugees to Recovery 
with Revd Tony Rindl in 
Watford



Collection for Calais 
in Kimpton, following the 
pictures of Aylan Kurdi on the 
beach



Prayer Corner 
at All Saints 
Church in Bedford



Community 
Sponsorship
enables your church and people 
in your community to be 
directly involved in the 
resettlement of a newly arrived 
refugee family in your local 
area. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury 
Justin Welby became the UK’s 
first community sponsors when 
he welcomed a refugee family 
into Lambeth Palace in 2016.

A sponsor’s responsibilities include:

• Meeting the family at the airport
• Providing a warm welcome and 

cultural orientation
• Providing housing
• Supporting access to medical and 

social services
• English language tuition
• Support towards employment and 

self-sufficiency

Community sponsors are formally 
responsible for the integration and 
progress of resettled family for one 
year, and their housing for two. 

St Mary’s Church, Baldock is on 
the way to sponsoring a family.



Questions for discussion:

• Does welcoming refugees make me wary or 
suspicious? How does Christ’s Love cast out 
this fear?

• Do I feel overwhelmed by the issue? What 
actions are manageable for me? For my parish?

• What can I/my parish do to make welcoming 
immigrants a priority for our political leaders?
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