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WATER IS LIFE

The Bishop of St Albans’ Harvest Appeal 2021, Water 
is Life, will change the lives of many people living in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) by bringing clean 
water provision into local communities.  

BACKGROUND

The DRC is, by area, the largest country in Sub-Saharan 
Africa and the second largest in all of Africa. With a history 
of civil war, unrest, and a devastating cycle of conflict and 
displacement, communities and families struggle every day.

Globally, the DRC has the third largest population of people 
who are poor. According to the World Bank, in 2018, an 
estimated 73 per cent of the Congolese population – roughly 
60 million people – lived on less than £1.38 a day (the 
international poverty rate).

THE PROBLEM

For many, life in the DRC is hard. Inconsistent rainfall and 
increasingly high temperatures mean this country feels 
significant impact from the global climate crisis. With more 
than 70 per cent of the population using unsafe drinking 
water, an estimated 5 million people are at risk of cholera 
every year – a waterborne illness that is entirely preventable.

Deborah, a local church member and mother to four 
children is the president of her 
Village Development Committee.  
In her village, there are around 
450 households with around 2,862 
people. The village is also host to a 
number of displaced families who 
are staying with other families or 
renting empty houses. Deborah 
says, ‘Water is the number one 
problem in my community. The 
distance to the closest source 
is 45 minutes for an able man, 
or more likely an hour for the 
women and children. It is often 
the women and children who 
have the job of collecting water.’ 

WATER: A SIGN OF HOPE

This year’s Bishop of St Albans’ Harvest Appeal, Water is 
Life, will bring clean, safe water to many more communities 
in the DRC, and with it transformation to their daily lives 
and hope for the future.

The project ‘Water is Life’ happens with and through the 
local church. In the DRC, the church is highly regarded. 
By equipping church members with transformation 
training sessions, men and women can step into their 
God-given potential and become agents of change in their 
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local community. As well as 
overseeing the major structural 
work required to provide clean 
water and improve sanitation, 
advice and support is given to 
local people to raise awareness  
of good hygiene practices.

Deborah’s community was one 
of 22 villages to receive clean 
water, meaning no one has to 
walk long distances for water 
any more. Once the work is 
complete, three distribution 
lines will bring tap stands close 
to people’s homes. ‘This will be 
good for our children and future 
generations,’ Deborah says.

THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER 

OF CLEAN WATER

The Bishop of St Albans’ Harvest Appeal 2021 is 
partnering with Tearfund in Water is Life. Tearfund is  
a Christian international development agency, which  
seeks to meet the needs of some of the most vulnerable 
people around the world. 

Your gift to ‘Water is Life’ will resource more work  
and support of local churches, equipping them to  
bring safe clean water to the communities they serve,  
so transforming daily lives and giving hope for the future. 

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

Listed below are some ideas that you may like to use when 
planning your Church services, Sunday School meetings, or  
School activities.

• Think about your services and assemblies: how 
about introducing the theme of water, helping your 
congregation and children to understand the link 
between climate change and drought?

• Consider the Jerrycan Challenge. See how far children can 
carry a jerrycan to raise awareness of how far children 
in the DRC are walking to collect water, all at the cost 
of their own education. 

• Wear blue for the day to raise awareness about the 
importance of safe water.

• Why not arrange an opportunity for church leaders  
to meet and talk with Tearfund’s overseas staff?

• Consider providing resources for churches to be 
equipped to understand and respond to the threat 
of climate change. The 26th UN Climate Change 
Conference of the Parties (COP26) in Glasgow takes 
place later this year from 1-12 November 2021 – why 
not consider planning a service or some activities to 
coincide with this important event?

www.harvestappeal.org
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