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Bishop’s Harvest Appeal Launch 
 

On Wednesday 9 May, two church schools from the      

Diocese, St Lawrence Primary, Ardeley, and St Nicholas   

Primary, Elstree, attended the launch of the Bishop’s      

Harvest Appeal ‘Give Peas a Chance’. The launch was held 

at Church Farm in Ardeley and St Michael’s and All Angels’ 

Church in Borehamwood.  
 

At Church Farm, the children listened to a talk about the 

difficulties of growing maize in Malawi and the difference 

planting and harvesting pigeon peas, a drought-resistant and 

commercially valuable crop, can make to Malawian farmers’ 

lives. They then had the opportunity to take part in various 

activities, including being shown how to plant seeds and   

harvest rainbow chard, as well as enjoying a tractor ride 

tour around the farm, where they were offered the chance 

to see some of the livestock and gain an insight into daily 

farm-life. 
 

Later that day, in St Michael’s and All Angels’ Church, the 

children were able to try rice and soup made with pigeon 

peas. They met the Bishop of St Albans and listened to a 

phone conversation in which he rang a Christian Aid worker 

in Malawi who was able to talk about what life is like for 

Malawian farmers, and the positive effect that the           

introduction of pigeon peas has made. 

Welwyn St Mary’s Teachers Visit Sweden 
 

In the May half-term holiday, three teachers from Welwyn St Mary's Primary visited Värmdö Skärgårdsskola, a 6 - 16 Year Old 

through school, on the Stockholm archipelago. It acts as hub for four other schools on smaller islands. This wonderful       

experience was made possible by a Swedish family whose boys attended Welwyn St Mary's while the family lived in the U.K.  
 

Though the school is not an official church school, they have very close links with the local church which is only a short walk 

away. Welwyn St Mary’s teachers visited the church with Year 6 children (our Year 7) who gave them a guided tour. They 

later met the vicar who explained the long and important association between the church and the sea.  
 

The group discovered some of the ways in which Swedish schools differ from English schools were 

that there is no uniform, pupils use Christian names for their teachers, their academic year is the same 

as the calendar year, and there are free school meals for all – packed lunches are not allowed! 
 

Welwyn St Mary’s are welcoming seven Swedish teachers back later in June and look forward to their 

link going from strength to strength. 

Vacancies Webpage 
 

The Vacancies page on the diocesan website gives you an 

additional platform to advertise job openings in your school 

free of charge. The page receives a large number of hits 

each week, so do send any vacancies you would like us to 

post to hpuddefoot@stalbans.anglican.org 

Cockernhoe Learns About Leadership 
 

In RE this term, the children of Years 5 

and 6 at Cockernhoe Endowed Primary 

have been talking about and reflecting 

on the meaning of ultimate              

questions. They focused on leadership 

as part of their discussions, and the 

school invited Revd Nick Grew and 

Revd Sarah Hancock from St Francis 

church and Rabbi Jeff Berger from the 

Rambam Sephardi community to visit them. 
 

The children asked some very challenging questions about 

the responsibilities of leadership, as well as about religious 

artefacts. They were all able to explore and share 

knowledge and understanding, discussing diverse viewpoints 

on belonging, meaning and truth. 
 

Rabbi Jeff brought in and played a ram’s horn for the       

children and Revd Sarah brought in some vestments for 

them to try on. 
 

The children very much enjoyed the day, with one child 

summing it up by commenting: “We had a brilliant          

afternoon!” 
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Our Schools Have Also… 
 

St Mary’s, North Mymms spent a       

fascinating day with Christoph from The Junk 

Orchestra, learning how to make  music out 

of rubbish. 
 

St Giles, South Mimms have gained a 

very exciting new member of the school - a 

red and white Irish Setter called Tess! She 

works at the school, listening to pupils read 

and comforting them if they are feeling sad. 
 

Pupils at St Michael’s, St Albans          

performed a traditional dance around the 

maypole to an audience of parents on 1st 

May, to celebrate May Day.  
 

Tring School created a Lent wellbeing  

project, under the theme of generosity. It 

lasted 6 weeks and helped pupils to gain a 

better understanding of the meaning of Lent, 

as well as connect with the community. 
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Dewhurst St Mary’s Design Mosaics 
 

The Arts Society East Herts sponsored an art project to 

commemorate the 600th anniversary of St Mary’s Church 

in Cheshunt. Mosaic artist Donna Reeves created six     

mosaic designs with the children from Year 5 at Dewhurst 

St Mary’s Primary School. 
 

Together, they brainstormed suggestions for content and 

the children were encouraged to draw out some ideas, 

from which Donna created six final designs depicting      

relevant events, people and objects of the Church and State 

from 1418-2018. Mosaic workshops 

then took place during the school day.  
 

This wonderful project has taught the 

children a new skill and means that 

the church and community will have 

lasting, treasured artwork for all to 

enjoy. 

Archdeacon Janet’s Visit to Edwinstree 
 

Edwinstree Middle School were      

excited to welcome the Archdeacon of 

Hertford, the Ven. Janet Mackenzie, to 

their school again in May, accompanied 

by Revd Ian Hill. Archdeacon Janet had 

visited Edwinstree eighteen months 

ago with Bishop Michael, and was delighted to see how the 

school had grown in that time. 
 

A group of students had the opportunity to take part in a 

‘Q & A’ session with her, asking her questions about God, 

what it is like to be a female leader in the church, and who 

inspired her to work in this role. The Archdeacon also led 

Collective Worship and explained about her work to the 

rest of the school community.  

Olympian Returns to Nash Mills Primary 
 

Pupils and staff at Nash Mills 

School in Hemel Hempstead 

were delighted when former   

pupil, Olympic gymnast Max 

Whitlock, visited them. He had 

an unusual way of making an   

entrance – on his hands! 
 

The children asked about Max’s diet, how much he trains 

and what he remembered about his old school. Each class 

had their photo taken with him, and he joined in with a 

Year 6 gymnastics lesson. 
 

Headteacher Rosie Washford Mower said “It is always  

lovely to see Max...We always follow his progress, not least 

as his efforts have a lot to teach the children about        

perseverance and sacrifice.” 

Wenlock Juniors Explore Pentecost 
 

Wenlock CofE Junior School had the   

opportunity to learn about Pentecost at St 

Christopher’s Church, Luton. To better 

understand how God’s Holy Spirit helped 

his disciples begin to spread the good 

news of God’s love, the children rotated 

around various stations, reflecting on the 

following questions: 
 

Station 1 – Waiting: What is it like to wait for        

something important? How might the disciples have felt 

waiting for God’s gift of the Holy Spirit? 

Station 2 – Receiving: How do you know if you have 

received something that is invisible? How would the      

disciples know they had received God’s gift of love? 

Station 3 – Telling: How can the good news be spread? 

How did the disciples spread the good news about Jesus? 

Station 4 – Doing: How were the disciples emboldened 

to spread the good news? 

Station 5 – Sharing: How could sharing their individual 

gifts help to build communities? 

Station 6 – Growing: How has Christianity grown over 

the centuries? 

Countess Anne Nominated for an Award 
 

On 22 June, Countess Anne Academy attended the TES 

School Awards 2018 after being nominated for the Primary 

School of the Year Award. The Schools Team pass on our 

congratulations for the excellent achievement of being 

shortlisted for this award and having the incredible work of 

the school highlighted in this way! 

Cranfield Academy’s 5K Run Fundraiser 
 

Children at both Cranfield Academy's sites 

came together to complete a 5 km race in 

aid of the Institute of Cancer Research, 

raising an incredible £2,190! The children’s 

effort and perseverance were a joy to   

behold, with all from Reception to Year 4 succeeding in 

completing the race.   
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Easter Display at Totternhoe 
 

The children in Blossom Class at      

Totternhoe CE Academy truly          

embraced the Easter Sunday story that 

was shared with them in March. One 

child was inspired by the cave and how 

the stone had been moved, and wanted 

to recreate the picture of it that he had seen in the class 

bible. He collected resources from around the preschool 

and welcomed friends to join him in making the creation.  
 

The children took pride in the Easter Sunday display and 

were eager to show their peers and new visitors what they 

had created. They demonstrated a good understanding of 

the meaning behind the Easter story and were fully engaged 

in this activity. 
 

All the teachers were very proud of the children’s team 

work, patience and how outstanding the final Easter Sunday 

display turned out. 

High Wych’s Creative Collage 
 

High Wych Primary School were invited to 

take part in the Sawbridgeworth Schools 

and Town Council Art Project. They chose 

to theme the artwork on the image of St 

James, since their school logo comprises 

his emblem, the scallop shell. Members of 

School Council from various classes      

created a 100x126cm collage based on a 

stained glass window within the church of St James the 

Great in High Wych. A photograph of the finished piece 

was made into a large weatherproof perspex sheet and  

displayed in Bakers Walk, Sawbridgeworth, together with 

entries from four other primary schools.   
 

The children were very proud to share their work with the 

local community and Headteacher Mrs West attended a 

presentation to celebrate the project’s completion. The 

school arranged for an identical panel to be made, which 

now hangs inside their assembly hall for everyone to enjoy.   

Schools Team Twitter Account 
 

The Schools Team are delighted to       

announce that they have recently set up a 

Twitter account! If you or your school 

also has an account, then follow us at       

@stalbansdioedu to be updated on 

news and briefings from the team, as well as re-tweets from 

the schools in our Diocese and from the wider education 

sector.  

Reminder to Update Admissions Policies 
 

Please could I remind all VA schools, academies and free 

schools that you will need to update your websites to   

ensure that your admissions policies for 2019/20 have been 

uploaded. Policies for 2017/18 should be deleted at the 

end of the school year. Policies for 2018/19 should remain 

on the website for the whole of the next academic year. 
 

Bob Garrard 

Admissions Advisor 

Senior Leaders’ Conference 2018 
 

On 21 June, the diocesan church school Senior Leaders’ 

Conference took place at               

Putteridgebury, Luton. It was a chance 

for senior leaders to reflect, refresh and 

connect with colleagues, with guest 

speaker Mary Myatt (author, speaker, 

and leading commentator on education 

issues) joining for the day. To see a full write up of the 

event, visit the ‘News’ section of our website: https://

www.stalbans.anglican.org/schools/news/senior-leaders-

conference-2018/. Many thanks to Caroline Sledge for    

taking the time to share her experience of the day. 

All Saints Academy Are Pink and Proud! 
 

In recent months, there have been 

increasing reports about “period 

poverty”, highlighting the fact that 

some young women in British 

schools are unable to attend when 

they have their period due to a lack of sanitary supplies. 
 

All Saints Academy, Dunstable’s vision is “Living Well     

Together with Dignity, Faith and Hope” and their goal is 

that every young woman should attend the Academy on 

every day that she is able, regardless of personal            

circumstances. In April 2018, they began planning their Pink 

and Proud campaign with a survey to all of their students 

asking if they would be willing to receive free sanitary   

products from the Academy. The response was           

overwhelmingly in favour of the scheme. 
 

On 16 April, the school launched their Pink and Proud   

carrier bags, containing a month’s supply of sanitary      

products, which pupils can collect from their student     

reception. To date, 50 bags have been collected with the 

products being accessed by students in all year groups, and 

there has been an increase in girls’ attendance this term in 

every year group. 

Congratulations David Heather MBE! 
 

Congratulations to David 

Heather, Headteacher of      

Pulford Lower school, who has 

been awarded an MBE in the 

Birthday Honours List, for    

services to education. 
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We wish you all a restful Summer! 

Focus on Governance 
 

A quick preview of courses we’ll be offering for church 

school governors from September - save the dates!  
 

Foundation Governors: by popular request, induction-style 

courses specifically for foundation governors to explore 

their role and responsibilities. These half-day sessions are 

mainly for newer foundation governors but are also open to 

anyone who has been serving for some time and would like 

a refresher. Look out in our new training programme for 

courses in Bedfordshire (Tuesday 16 October, morning) and 

Hertfordshire (Tuesday 26 March, evening).  
 

Governance leadership workshop: on Thursday 7 February,  

a workshop-style event in St Albans using the CEFEL      

national governance resource, Ethos Enhancing Outcomes: 

Exploring 17 Governance Leadership Issues. Explore the      

resource alongside others and see how to apply the  ideas in 

real local situations.  
 

StrengthsFinder: we are also planning to run the 

StrengthsFinder course again (skills, strengths and teamwork 

for governing boards) and are looking at dates for this.  
 

Please contact Ruth Garman rgarman@stalbans.anglican.org 

to express an interest in any of our courses for governors.  
 

Alongside new courses we continue to develop our series 

of briefing papers for governors, with five papers already 

published on our website https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/

schools/briefing-papers/. New papers on other governance 

topics will be issued in the new academic year. 
 

No course or briefing paper can cover every governance 

situation, so please don’t hesitate to contact us directly 

when questions arise; we’re always happy to advise. 
 

Belinda Copson 

AND FINALLY... 

Thank You! 
 

It seems hard to believe that we are reaching the end of 

another school year and I just want to say a big thank you 

to everyone who works in our amazing, diverse, wonderful 

church schools. You continue to offer your pupils an     

education that is rich, varied and infused with Christian   

values, despite the challenges that are thrown at you.  
 

This year we also say a special thank you to Jane          

Chipperton who leaves her post as Diocesan RE Adviser. 

Jane’s contribution over the past 18 years has been      

transformational and we wish her every blessing in her new 

life in East Yorkshire. Jane will be deeply missed but we are 

confident that Ryan Parker will continue to support the 

development of RE in new and exciting ways.  
 

Finally, I would like to thank the Schools Team who       

continue to work ‘above and beyond’ to support our 

schools, parishes and clergy.  
 

I do hope you manage to rest and recuperate over the 

summer; a new year full of challenges and excitement lies 

ahead. May it be one of great blessings. 
 

David Morton 

Director of Education 

Bishop’s Harvest Appeal 
 

Following last year’s Bishop’s Harvest Appeal, ‘Full of 

Beans’, it has been announced that the total amount raised 

is £57,281. Thank you to all who donated to the Appeal last 

year, this is a fantastic outcome worth celebrating! 
 

If your school would like to get involved in this year’s     

Bishop’s Harvest Appeal, ‘Give Peas a Chance’, you can find 

more information here: www.stalbans.anglican.org/faith/

bishop-s-annual-harvest-appeal 

Headteacher Changes 
 

A warm welcome to our new headteachers this term: 
 

Leigh Pointon at Caldecote Academy, Joseph Piatczanyn at 

Cranfield Academy and Alison Barden at Roxton Primary. 
 

Our thanks and best wishes for the future accompany 

those to whom we say goodbye at the end of this term: 
 

Chris Chipperton at Alban Academy, Great Barford; Heidi 

Otranen at All Saints Primary, Bishop’s Stortford; Gilly 

Riach at Kensworth Academy; Myra Bloomfield at Layston 

First, Buntingford; Mike Smith at Manshead Academy,   

Dunstable; David Smith at Sarratt Primary; Nicola Moore at 

Meppershall Academy; Vicky Humbles at North Mymms St 

Mary’s Primary; Shirley Arnold at St Andrew’s Primary, 

Stanstead Abbots; Sarah Stevens at St Nicholas Primary, 

Stevenage; Debbie Williams at Wenlock Junior. 
 

Our appreciation also goes out to all those who have, or 

are about to, step in as interim or acting heads. 
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