Benefice of Clothall, Rushden, Sandon,
Wallington, and Weston

2022
‘For I know the plans I have for you’
declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans
to give you hope for the future’
Jeremiah 29.11
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Introduction
WANTED: someone blessed with two great gifts of the spirit teaching and nurturing
Is God calling you to be our new Rector? We hope so. Our bishop
has already told us that a great teacher and a great pastor may be a
difficult person to track down, but we are not deterred!
In January 2021 our Benefice of five parishes was renamed
Kingswood Benefice, giving us a new identity and a new sense of
purpose to put Christ the King at the heart of our community and at
the heart of our worship. Kingswood is an area of woodland at the
geographic centre of the villages and was chosen as our new name
because it very simply represented our locality which is blessed
with beautiful rolling hills and woods and provided us with that clear
mission to put Christ our King at the centre of our lives.
This change of name came in the midst of the coronavirus pandemic
which enforced a massive change in how we could meet as a
community. Sadly some churches have withered away during this
time but we have grown together by joining in worship online. Five
churches simply had to meet as one and this has helped us work
and pray and learn together and cemented a new identity. Now as
we emerge from the pandemic we want to welcome a new Rector to
nurture this collaboration and build on the teaching provided by our
last Rector.
So we are seeking a neighbour to live with and to be a Christian
beacon at the heart of our community.

So we are
seeking a
neighbour
to live with
us and to be
a Christian
beacon in our
community.

Page 3

Rector’s
Profile
2022

The Kingswood Benefice
The parishes of Clothall, Rushden, Sandon, Wallington and Weston
joined together in 2015 following the amalgamation of the four
rural parishes of Clothall, Rushden, Sandon, Wallington with Weston
Parish which had been part of the Baldock benefice. Over the past
seven years our Rector has worked hard to bring these five parishes
together and in January 2021 it formally became The Kingswood
Benefice.
An important aspect of our new Rector’s role will be to nurture the
new Benefice. The PCCs with the help of the Benefice Administrator
have already made a good start during the vacancy by making joint
arrangements for the covering of services held in church and on
Zoom. Indeed this Parish Rector’s Profile is a team effort, drawing on
the skills and expertise of Churchwarden and parishioners alike. But
we would not want to hide the potential difficulties of this on-going
task. What we hope to see develop is a grouping of parishes, each
individual in character, but also able to join together for particular
events and festivals, to support each other and our Rector and bring
glory to God’s name in this part of Hertfordshire.

St Mary the Virgin
Clothall

St Mary’s
Rushden

Weston and Sandon are the larger communities at the geographical
extremes of the benefice. The smaller villages of Rushden,
Wallington and Clothall lie between them. The area of the benefice
is large – an eight mile drive from Sandon to Weston - and each
village has a church with a rota of services spread across the month.
With five churches to maintain across the benefice it is simply
impractical to hold Sunday services in each parish every week.
However we would hope that the new incumbent can care for all the
communities by presiding at services in each parish at least once a
month and by playing a full part in the community life of the villages
at church events, prayer groups and social events.
To support them in leading our services we have a non-stipendiary
minister, Nick Lyness, a Diocesan Reader, Dave Gunn and two Lay
Leaders of Worship, David Ginn and Jennie Bowell, in our Ministry
Team.
The Rectory is in Sandon but it is vital for the continued development
of this relatively new Benefice and the pastoral and teaching mission
of the Rector that they spend time in, and get to know, each of the
communities of the Benefice.
There is a second clergy house in Weston and we are keen to explore
the possibility of engaging a training incumbent who in due course
could take on the training of a curate keen to experience rural
ministry.

All Saints
Sandon

St Mary’s
Wallington

Holy Trinity
Weston
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Is it you?

… and the tasks we think lie ahead…

So, to start with here is a short description of the
experienced, energetic and sociable person we
seek…

• Strengthen the benefice and enable us to take
joy in what we share whilst we also retain
a sense of individuality for each parish and
church.

• Confident and robust and with a sense of joy
and fun.
• A natural teacher able to lead worship that
includes everyone at the different stages of
discovering their Christian faith
• Understanding of rural living and able and
willing to visit and care for all areas of our large
benefice.
• Able to engage with all age groups and different
types of people, both those that attend church
but also our wider community and schools.

• Be visible in the community at large and seek
ways to engage and reach out to those outside
the current congregation and in particular to
young people and young families.
• Help us to try new things and new ways of
worship while cherishing the old patterns and
expressions of faith.
• Provide stability and commitment by
maintaining a manageable pattern of services
and being present at each church at least once a
month.

• Creative with prayer, words and music. Flexible
in worship style and open to presenting
“church” in different ways both old and new.
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Is it us?
Here are some of the things we thank God for now:
• Our strong community spirit and our tradition of
practical pastoral care.
• Stability in the size of our church congregations
and the growth we have seen in our online
services.
• The wonderful teaching we enjoy week by week
from our ministry team.
• The opportunities we have to grow in numbers
and in the ways we worship God.
• Good relationships with the two schools of the
benefice.
• A strong musical life.
• Our church buildings are in good shape; wellrepaired, clean, open, friendly.
• The continued stability of our financial position –
all five churches are able to pay their parish share.
• The continuing growth of cooperation between
the parishes and leaders in our relatively new
benefice and our agreement about our approach
to mission and ministry.
• Our clear view of the kind of person we are
looking for to be our new Rector.
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Worship
The worship style in all five churches is quite
similar, being relatively informal. Ceremony is
appreciated and enjoyed particularly for high
days and special services as well as regular sung
Communion services, Matins and Evensongs but we
also enjoy an informality and open churchmanship.
Readings and Intercessions are usually led by
members of the congregation and all of the
churches have wardens or parishioners licensed to
assist at communion.
Our parish services follow a monthly rotation
across all the churches with a Parish Communion
service remaining at the heart of what we do.
Matins and Evensong are still popular following
the Book of Common Prayer but we also feature
less formal services of “Village Praise”. Weston’s
informal All Age Worship services have been in
abeyance during the pandemic but were well
attended and are now restarting again. There
is a sermon at each of the Sunday services, and
we want to continue the breadth and depth of
teaching that we have come to appreciate from our
last incumbent, across the Parishes and services.

The current pattern has evolved over the past
seven years and allows the incumbent to cover
services across the Benefice.
During the pandemic a daily prayer group met
every weekday morning via Zoom during the time
of total lockdown, this group continues to meet for
morning prayer twice a week. The simple morning
prayer service follows the set readings for the day,
attendees take it in turns to host, lead and make
intercessions. This will continue for the foreseeable
future on Zoom. In the past the benefice has met
together for Bible study groups which meet at
specific times during the year.
The weekly Zoom Church (Zurch) service continues
to be well attended. In the height of the pandemic
up to 70 screens would regularly log on with a
congregation approaching 100 people both in
the benefice and friends beyond. This service is
currently led by our NSM Rev Nick Lyness and is
supported by a technical and welcome team. This
potentially leaves the incumbent free to preside at
“physical church”.
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Services
Service rotas for 2021/22 are somewhat curtailed
due to Covid restrictions and could be changed at
short notice by Government Regulations.
These will all be reviewed, as and when the new
Rector is in place, or when all Covid regulations are
removed.

SUNDAY
1st Sunday

Location

Time

Zoom
Wallington

10.00am
10.00am

Weston

6.00pm

Zoom
Clothall

10.00am
10.00am

Sandon
Weston

10.00am
11.00am

Zoom
Sandon

10.00am
10.00am

Weston
Rushden

10.00am
6.00pm

Zoom
Clothall

10.00am
10.00am

Rushden

10.00am

Weston

10:00am

Sandon

10.00am

Zoom

10.00am

Service

Parish
Communion
Evensong

2nd Sunday
Parish
Communion
Matins
Village Praise

3rd Sunday
Parish
Communion
Matins
Evensong

4th Sunday
Matins/Village
Praise
Parish
Communion
Parish
Communion
URC

5th Sunday
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Special services

Wallington

Each parish holds its own Harvest Festival and
Carol Service and other special services such as
Patronal Festivals at the appropriate seasons – for
example:

The family services have remained a firm fixture in
the service diary.

Clothall
Being the smallest of the churches – holds an
intimate candlelit Advent Carol Service on Advent
eve each year with readings and carols chosen to
help prepare for Christmas.
Rushden
Easter Sunrise Service and breakfast has been
surprisingly well attended even when a late Easter
means that sunrise is VERY early! Many of the
activities in Rushden are associated with food and
special services are often followed by a barbeque
or similar feast.

Weston
Weston’s services cater for all, with a service
each Sunday. Common Worship Communion, BCP
Evensong and Matins, and a more informal All Age
Worship service.
Joint services bring together the combined musical
talents of the five villages.
There is also room for development in the use of
drama in teaching and worship. Weston’s Passion
Play a few years back brought together a wide
range of people and ages to mark the story of holy
week in a series of tableaux in locations around the
village.

Sandon
Holds the local district Royal British Legion
Remembrance Service on Remembrance Sunday
with presentation of wreaths from the villages.
A popular Christmas Eve children’s service has
been developed with a high attendance from
families with children at Sandon School.
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Local Ministry

Leadership

Your ministry will be supported by the ministry
team as well as our wardens, organists and choirs
across the benefice.

Each Parish has its own separate PCC and
Churchwardens charged with the upkeep of the
church buildings and churchyards as well as
representing the needs of the parishioners. During
the vacancy the Churchwardens meet together
regularly as a group to discuss the provision of
services as well as meeting with the Rural Dean
and Archdeacon to ensure the care of the parishes
continues. Under our previous incumbent some of
the churches have held joint APCMs. The Wardens
will certainly wish to continue to meet together
with the Rector to discuss matters of concern and
to develop new plans to serve Christ in our villages.

We are blessed to be able to enjoy the teaching
and leadership of our Non-Stipendiary Minister
Rev Nick Lyness who has worked and lived in the
benefice for the past 20 years. Nick looks forward
to continuing to support the Rector leading
worship and preaching as required and is currently
taking the lead role in running the Zoom services
during our vacancy. He also runs a business in
North London.
We have a Diocesan Reader, Dr Dave Gunn, who
shares his time with St Michael’s Church in Hatfield,
two Lay Leaders of Worship, David Ginn and Jennie
Bowell, based in Weston - all available to help
across the benefice.

It should also be noted that each Parish is able to
send a representative to the Deanery Synod.

For many years John Walker our local URC Minister
has worked very closely with our incumbent and
presides at a monthly URC communion service at
Sandon Church.
More widely we also have the help and support
of local retired Vicars/Rectors who are currently
leading the majority of services in the five parishes
during the vacancy.
The Churchwardens in each Parish can take Matins
and Evensong if necessary.
Other members of the congregation enjoy taking
part in services by reading lessons, preparing
intercessions and assisting with the distribution of
Communion.
The development of rural ministry is important
to us as a benefice and supported by the Diocese
who designate us a training benefice. We are
very fortunate in having a second clergy house in
Weston and our previous incumbent was able to
support the training of a curate. We would be keen
to support such a placement again in due course
and are delighted that this can be supported by the
diocese which is still engaging training placements.
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Electoral rolls and parish
share
Clothall		

27

		

Rushden		 23
Sandon		 47
Wallington		

21

Weston		 67

Administrative support
The benefice is lucky to have the support of
an enthusiastic and efficient young part time
administrator who provides support for the Rector
and the Churchwarden. The cost of employing the
administrator is shared between the five PCCs.
In addition there is much work provided on a
voluntary basis across the benefice to organise
the rota of people to lead the worship from the
Ministry Team.

Expenses of office
Expenses of office are reimbursed in full.
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Communications
There are two village magazines:
•T
 he Gazette is the parish magazine for the
parishes of Sandon, Wallington, Rushden and
Clothall.
• Weston Parish News is a village magazine
published by the Weston PCC.
During the pandemic lockdown, weekly Zoom
services were introduced along with the ‘InTouch’
newsletter emailed as a pdf or downloaded from
the Rushden website.
The Zoom services are to continue for the
foreseeable future alongside services in each
parish on a rotating basis.

25th April 2021

intouch
NEWSLETTER

The Kingswood Benefice of Clothall, Rushden, Sandon, Wallington, and Weston

Welcome to this issue of In Touch.
I hope you have been enjoying the spring sunshine, it is still rather
chilly but the clear skies certainly lift the spirits. I have new
neighbours at the vicarage – a small flock of sheep who have been
producing lambs over the last week. Every morning I wake up and
go and see what has happened over night and every evening the
lambs go manic around the field, chasing each other – it is wonderful
therapy. I am reminded of the old poem about the season and the
May couplet – May brings flock of pretty lambs, skipping by their
fleecy dames! With blessings Fiona.
With blessings Fiona
23rd April:

St George, our Patron Saint
who isn’t English
Easter Garden at Weston

We were asked by the
Archbishop of Canterbury to
‘do church differently’ and we
certainly did!

The English have a patron saint who isn’t English, about whom next to nothing is
known for sure, and who, just possibly, may not have existed at all. But that didn’t
stop St George being patriotically invoked in many battles, notably at Agincourt
and in the Crusades, and of course it is his cross that adorns the flags of English
football fans to this day.
It’s most likely that St George was a soldier, a Christian who was martyred for his
faith somewhere in Palestine, possibly at Lydda, in the early fourth century. At
some point in the early centuries of the Church he became associated with wider
military concerns, being regarded as the patron saint of the Byzantine armies.
There is no doubt that St George was held as an example of the ‘godly soldier’,
one who served Christ as bravely and truly as he served his king and country.
The story of George and the dragon is of much later date and no one seems
to know where it comes from. By the Middle Ages, when George was being
honoured in stained glass, the dragon had become an invaluable and invariable
visual element, so that for most people the two are inseparable. Pub signs have a
lot to answer for here: ‘The George and Dragon’.
However, it’s probably more profitable to concentrate on his role as a man who
witnessed to his faith in the difficult setting of military service, and in the end was
martyred for his faithfulness to Christ.
The idea of the ‘Christian soldier’ was, of course, much loved by the Victorian
hymn-writers - ’Onward, Christian soldiers!’ The soldier needs discipline. The
heart of his commitment is to obedience. The battle cannot be avoided nor the
enemy appeased. He marches and fights alongside others, and he is loyal to his
comrades. In the end, if the battle is won, he receives the garlands of victory, the
final reward of those who overcome evil.
St George’s Day presents a challenge and an opportunity. The challenge is
to distance the message of his life from the militarism and triumphalism that
can easily attach itself to anything connected to soldiers and fighting. The
opportunity is to celebrate the ideal of the ‘Christian soldier’ - one who submits
to discipline, sets out to obey God truly, does not avoid the inevitable battle with
all that is unjust, wrong and hateful in our world, and marches alongside others
fighting the same noble cause.

If you would like to donate to any of our churches in
the current crisis - details are below. We would be very
grateful in your help to keep our churches going.
Thank you.
PCC OF RUSHDEN
LLOYDS BANK: 30-94-30 A/C 01845350
SANDON PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL
BARCLAYS BANK: 20-73-26 A/C 53610802
PCC ST MARYS CHURCH WALLINGTON
LLOYDS BANK: 30-94-30 A/C 01845466
WESTON PCC
BARCLAYS BANK: 20-41-12 A/C 40946850
PCC OF CLOTHALL
LLOYDS BANK: 30-94-30 A/C 01845245

Discipline, obedience, courage, fellowship and loyalty - they’re not the most
popular virtues today, but that doesn’t mean that they don’t deserve our
admiration.

https://www.rushdenhertfordshire.com/st-mary-s-church
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About our location
Our five parishes sit on an area of high ground to the East of the old
market town of Baldock in north Hertfordshire. Best characterised
as “rural”, the area is historic - all five parishes are mentioned in
the Domesday Book - and are attractive but relatively unknown to
people who race by on the A1.
Each village has its own church and each church remains at the heart
of the community providing a focus for village events and support
and care for parishioners in need. There is a strong tradition in all the
villages of supporting each other’s parish events, festivals and fetes.

Royston

Hinxworth
Caldecote

All five parishes
are mentioned in
the Domesday
Book - and
are attractive
but relatively
unknown .

Ashwell

Therﬁeld

Newnham

Barley

Kelshall
Reed

Radwell

Bygrave
WALLINGTON

Norton
Ickleford

Barkway

Baldock

SANDON
Buckland

Willian

CLOTHALL

Letchworth

Hitchin

Wyddial

Anstey

Broadﬁeld

Grt Wymondley

Ltl Wymondley

RUSHDEN

Throcking

WESTON

Cottered

Aspenden

Grt. Hormead
Layston
Ltl. Hormead

Graveley
Ardeley

St Ippollitts
Stevenage

Walkern

Westmill
Braughing
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Deanery / Diocese

The Western Cluster consists of four benefices:

Our new benefice is part of the Rural Deanery
of Buntingford in the Diocese of St. Albans. The
Buntingford rural deanery was recently divided
into two informal clusters, West and East, with a
view to discovering and developing more formal
groupings. Our benefice is part of the Western
Cluster.

• Our own

It is hoped and planned that the clusters will
become formal Group Ministries, in which each
benefice will be served by an incumbent with
Common Tenure as Rector or Vicar. The groups
are intended to bring the benefices together
to provide mutual help and support in ministry
without creating a hierarchy between incumbents
or benefices. Each minister will be empowered
and expected to function as may be helpful in
any benefice in the group, with the consent of
the incumbent of that benefice. This, it is hoped,
will spread the load and provide assistance in
areas where particular benefices may have need.
The existing parish priests of the Western cluster
are already working together well, and the new
incumbent of Kingswood will share in the process
of discerning and implementing ways of working
together for the common good.
In appointing incumbents, other ministers in a
Group are consulted and the candidates have an
opportunity to meet them.

• Baldock and Bygrave [Baldock is the only full
scale town in this cluster]
• Ashwell with Hinxworth and Newnham [to the
North of the cluster]
• Ardeley, Benington, Cottered with Throcking and
Walkern [reaching well to the South].
We fall under the responsibility of the
Archdeaconry of Hertford within the Diocese of
St Albans
http://www.stalbans.anglican.org/
LOCAL DETAILS FOR REFERENCE:
Clothall SG7, Rushden SG9, Sandon SG9,
Wallington SG7, Weston SG4
The local District Council is North Hertfordshire
District Council
http://www.north-herts.gov.uk/
http://www.hertsdirect.org/your-community/?resu
lts=true&district=northherts
The local County Council is Hertfordshire County
Council
http://www.hertsdirect.org/

KETTERING
HUNTINGDON
BURY ST EDMUNDS

NORTHAMPTON
CAMBRIDGE

MILTON KEYNES
BALDOCK

BLETCHLEY
BUCKINGHAM

ROYSTON

HITCHIN
LUTON

STEVENAGE

COLCHESTER

BISHOPS STORTFORD

AYLESBURY
ST ALBANS

HARLOW
CHELMSFORD

WATFORD
LONDON

SOUTHEND ON SEA

SLOUGH
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Our community
We are a typical modern rural community in many
ways - a mixture of folk born here and newer
arrivals, families lucky to be able to make use of
our local schools, people who work “in town” or
who work from home, young and old, richer, poorer,
in sickness or indeed in health.
The larger towns which make up the South Western
boundary of the Benefice – Baldock / Letchworth
(the first Garden City) / Hitchin / Stevenage provide
a focus for local commerce and shopping as well
as many of the local job opportunities. But it is also
fair to say that the area is easily commutable into
London and many of the parishioners of working
age make the daily trip up to town.
Rail services are good from the Stations at Ashwell
and Morden / Baldock or Stevenage both into
London but also out to Cambridge and up the North
East mainline.
The road links are also good with the A1M passing
close by.
Local Medical Practices in Baldock and Buntingford
work closely with the nearby hospitals – the Lister
Hospital in Stevenage as well as Addenbrookes
Hospital in Cambridge and the Queen Elizabeth II
Hospital in Welwyn Garden City.
There are also several local nursing homes and the
Garden House Hospice in Letchworth Garden City.

Baldock High Street

The visiting of parishioners at times of
bereavement or ill health is greatly appreciated
across the villages both by those for whom church
is a natural point of reference but also for others
who may be surprised to find themselves in
need of spiritual help. The Rector is supported in
providing such visits by the Churchwarden and
by a small number of other parishioners who take
communion by extension to those unable to go to
church.

Hitchin Town Square
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Education establishments

The Sandon OFSTED report is Graded as Good.

Sandon and Weston villages both have primary
schools attracting children from the surrounding area.

In addition, Hertfordshire County Council are
carrying out a major project, to bring the school
into the 21st century and to be an ecological place
of learning. They are in the middle of this extensive
work, which include replacement windows,
insulation and re-cladding, replacement of the roof
to include addition of photovoltaic solar panels,
full electrical refit and installation of an air source
heat pump boiler.

WESTON SCHOOL:
Weston School is a popular Voluntary Controlled
School that attracts pupils from surrounding
villages, Baldock and north Stevenage. The school
has been graded as ‘Good’ by both Ofsted and
SIAMS [Diocesan Inspection]. The school also has
a private pre-nursery using the Old School House
within the grounds as its base.
Hertfordshire County Council have funded the
installation of a new up to date heating system
together with new windows and doors throughout
the school.
The incumbent and the Diocesan Reader hold
regular assemblies in the school each week, they
are also members of the Governing Body. In
addition, pre-covid, the school attended Church for
their Harvest, Christmas, Easter and School Leavers’
Services.
SANDON SCHOOL:
“Our school community really enjoy visiting the
church for special services, and feel privileged
every time we are welcomed in. Many of our
children do not actually live in the village,
but our connection with the church, Vicar and
Churchwarden really builds a community spirit and
allows us to learn about Christian values, kindness
and compassion. We would welcome visits to
school, and hope that the new Vicar would join us
for some of our social events.

http://www.sandon.herts.sch.uk
http://www.weston.herts.sch.uk

It is always good to know that we can ask our Vicar
for their support in difficult times and celebrate our
successes”.

The Knights Templar School in Baldock and the
Freeman School in Buntingford are the local
secondary schools.

Emma McGill, Headmistress, Sandon School

http://www.ktemplar.herts.sch.uk
http://www.fremancollege.herts.sch.uk
North Herts also has a further education college
with campus sites in Stevenage, Hitchin and
Letchworth.
http://www.nhc.ac.uk
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Rector’s Accommodation
Sandon vicarage occupies a plot of approximately
a third of an acre, and is in a secluded position
set back from the road, offering a level of privacy
for a family. The garden is mainly laid to lawn at
present but there is plenty of scope for flower beds
or vegetables should you wish to ‘grow your own’.
The actual house has a foot-print of 175sq m and
was purpose built in 1974.
The house comprises 2 reception rooms, kitchen,
utility room, study, lobby and 4 bedrooms with
fitted cupboards, family bathroom and downstairs
toilet.
The school and church are within 5 minutes
walking distance. (The green guide says 10 minutes
to church but you would have to be a tortoise to
take that long!) Access to the other churches will
require a car but a bicycle would also be a good
way to meet people.
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Clothall Parish
The parish of Clothall is the smallest of the five
parishes and lies on the summit and slopes of the
chalk hills to the south-east of the town of Baldock.
It is a village of scattered farms and homesteads
spread over a large area of open farmland.
The church of St Mary the Virgin stands on rising
ground to the north-east of the village. It consists
of chancel with vestry, nave, south chapel and
south tower.
The present church was built around 1350–70 on
the foundations of the older 12th Century nave,
and a font - also 12th Century - remains at the West
end of the Nave. The south doorway is of the 14th
century and retains the original plank door which is
never locked.
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1625 and is buried in the church and there are also
some fine and interesting memorial brasses on the
Chancel floor from about this period.
The church building is in a generally good state of
repair and we have a new stainless steel roof as
the previous roof was replaced following a theft
in 2016. We have recently completed works to
re-point the tower and re-plaster the interior of
the entrance porch. Some minor decorative works
identified in the most recent quinquennial report
remain and we hope to complete these in the next
couple of years.
There is a John Holt Reed Organ dating from 1922
which is well suited to providing accompaniment
for hymns and chants and to the size of the church.
The instrument is in reasonable condition and is
regularly maintained.

The Glass in the East window is the glory of
the church and it is thought there are only two
other windows like these in England, possibly
the work of the same hand. It consists of six late
C14 medallions including one depicting Mary
Magdalene, reputed to have come from the
leper colony at Hooks Green. The medallions are
surrounded by diamond panes depicting birds of
the English Countryside some possibly now extinct.
The communion plate includes an engraved chalice
and lid marked 1571, and a paten of 1693. The
author Thomas Stanley was born in Clothall in

Page 18

St Mary the Virgin
Clothall

Rector’s
Profile
2022

Clothall Parish continued
COMMUNITY
The village of Clothall comprises about 50
dwellings:- a mixture of large country houses
and farmhouses to smaller former farm workers’
cottages and social housing.
There is an Almshouse on Ashanger Lane which
is administered by the incumbent and the
Churchwarden as trustees.
There is no school in the village but the children
mostly attend neighbouring Weston Voluntary
Controlled Primary School and then the Knights
Templar School in Baldock.
There is a Village Meeting rather than a Parish
Council which is convened twice a year and there
is a newly completed village hall with parking
facilities at the centre of the village. The project to
replace the old WW1 village hall has taken a long
time and the village is keen to make use of the
new facility. Opportunities therefore exist for fund
raising and social events such as the successful pub
night and film nights that have been held in the
other villages.
The villagers pay a village precept fund which
provides for the regular maintenance and mowing
of the large graveyard.
There is no pub or shop so the church and the
church building are very much at the centre of
village life with any village activities being largely
organised by members of the Church Council.
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St Mary the Virgin
Clothall

Clothall Parish continued

FINANCE

WORSHIP

The Parish finances are fundamentally in a good
state but with such a small congregation and the
vacancy, there is an urgent need to inject new life
and to seek to engage others in the village.

Two services are held each month:
• Parish Communion on the 2nd Sunday
• Matins/Village Praise on the 4th Sunday
Average attendance is about 18 people Sunday
by Sunday with larger numbers attending special
services and those at Easter or Christmas. Regular
attenders tend to be aged 40 plus but we do have
a small number of children and young adults who
put in an appearance regularly.
Our Advent Carol Service has become a particularly
popular event and is held on Advent Eve with the
church lit by candles and an invited choir providing
the music. The church is always packed to enjoy
the singing, scripture and other readings preparing
for Christmas.

Six members of our small congregation donate
money to the Church via our direct debit planned
giving scheme with others preferring to use gift aid
envelopes.
The Parish Share this year is £6,148.
In addition to the main church funds there is a
separate trust run independently of the PCC – the
Friends of Clothall Church - which raises money for
larger maintenance and building projects.

LEADERSHIP
The PCC comprises 8 members of the congregation
and meets quarterly. The age range is 30 to 80
years old and is made up of members of the
congregation who live in the village and those who
worship at the church but live elsewhere.
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Rushden Parish
Rushden is a small parish of almost 1,500 acres
with a population of about 240. There are no
remaining shops, but we still have the church,
a village hall, a pub and a garden centre with
tea room, all of which are at the centre of the
community.
THE COMMUNITY
Rushden contains three principal settlements,
respectively at Church End (at its heart), Southern
Green and Mill End. Clusters of houses exist
also on the edges of the parish, at Offley Green,
Cumberlow Green and Shaw Green. Within its park
stands the mansion house known as Julians.
There are 82 houses and 5 outlying farms, many
of which can be dated back to the 16th and 17th
centuries. The houses are mostly occupied by a
mix of retired and working individuals and families,
with about 12 children currently within the parish.
The school bus runs locally from Mill End to Sandon
Primary School and Knights Templar in Baldock.
There are plans for a ‘dial-a-bus’ service.
THE CHURCH
The church has stood on its little hill overlooking
Church End for over 600 years. It was built by
local craftsmen with no trained architect, of flint
rubble, some fieldstone and dressed Barnack
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stone. The nave was built in the 14th century, the
tower around 1400, and the original chancel was
replaced by the present structure in 1849. In 1908,
patronage of the church passed to the Duchy of
Lancaster and it remains so today.
The chancel window has clear glass allowing
light and the seasons to enhance the church. In
the bell tower at the west end of the church, the
Spender window depicts wild flowers. This has
been replicated in a beautiful hand-embroidered
silk wall hanging, which now greets visitors as they
enter.
The bells have been rung for some 230 years with
the support of ringers from across the benefice.
Now, with new people moving into the village and
showing an interest, the band is set to become
stronger and more ‘home grown’
A local sculptor, Percy Portsmouth, lived in Rushden
during the 1950s and created two magnificent
pieces for the church, one being the statue of The
Virgin Mary situated to the left of the Chancel
steps and the other his wife’s tombstone in the
churchyard.
In 2019, the quinquennial inspection reported that
St Mary’s was in good condition with no significant
problems. As we are lucky enough to have the
advising architect in the village, the church is
inspected daily on his walks.
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St Mary’s
Rushden

Rushden Parish continued
WORSHIP
There are currently two services a month. There
is a core of regular worshippers, the average
congregation being 10-12 strong. Larger numbers
attend special services throughout the year, after
some of which there is a BBQ or other food and
drink event. The church is never locked, and the
electoral roll maintained by the PCC is currently 23.
FINANCE AND FUNDRAISING
The church is well supported financially,
principally by covenanted donations from dozens
of parishioners, many of whom are not regular
churchgoers but who value the place of the church
within the local community. We are up-to-date with
our parish share and other commitments. Further
financial support is provided by a registered
charity, ‘Friends of St Mary’s’, which is dedicated
to the upkeep of the church building. Members of
the community work hard to keep the church bright
and clean with welcoming flowers each week and
a rota of cleaners. Also, a twice-yearly churchyard
tidy-up is organised and is well supported.

There is a strong community spirit in Rushden with
an active Village Hall Committee which organises
numerous fundraising events each year. These
include regular quiz nights with fish ‘n’ chips,
the summer fete, the Christmas Bazaar, and also
the likes of a scarecrow competition and the odd
variety show involving many villagers. Proceeds
from larger events are shared equally by the
Village Hall and the Church. The hall itself is in
constant use with regular activities such as yoga,
games nights and a lace club, and is also available
to be hired for private functions. Rushden also now
hosts an independent annual music festival called
‘RushFest’ which takes place on local farmland and
which has become very popular.
LEADERSHIP
The PCC currently consists of 7 members. Parish
Council duties are shared with Wallington and
currently there are three residents representing
Rushden on the Council. A good insight into our
community is provided by the Rushden website at
www.rushdenhertfordshire.com, which is updated
regularly. The website has a page dedicated to
St Mary’s, and church news including details
of services is e-mailed to subscribers currently
totalling 80.
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All Saints
Sandon

Sandon Parish
All Saints stands next to The Bury at the highest
point of the village, 528 ft above sea level. It dates
back to the 9th century and is mentioned in the
Domesday book. Notable features include the 15th
century oak rood screen, the Easter Sepulchre and
triple sedille and font base. There is also a rare and
beautiful brass of John and Elizabeth Fitz-Geoffrey
(he died 1480) and the Miller memorial is one of
the finest memorial sculptures in the country. The
church also has one of the earliest Perpendicular
Windows to be made in this country. The earlier
one at old St Paul’s Cathedral was destroyed by fire
in 1666.

The churchyard has many visitors with relatives
regularly attending to graves as well as walkers on
the Icknield Way that runs through it.
CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
The church has six bells and the bell ringing
team practise weekly on Tuesday; they often ring
peals. They also encourage youngsters to learn
campanology. Our two leaders are members of the
National Association and regularly ring elsewhere.
There is a small choir who sing regularly.
Over the past two years a Lent course has been run
on Zoom involving all 5 parishes.

The church is much loved and cared for and
sound, ongoing minor repairs are dealt with, and
considerable restoration has been undertaken over
recent years - new oak flooring, total redecoration,
installation of a loop system and a management
plan keeps the churchyard well looked after too,
encouraging wildlife, species of bats, lichen and
wild flowers.
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All Saints
Sandon

Sandon Parish continued

SCHOOLS

COMMUNITY

The popular JMI school attracts pupils from the
village as well as Letchworth and Baldock and
surrounding areas. It also has a nursery, Cygnets.

Sandon is steeped in history. All Saints and the
Manor were granted to the Dean and Chapter of St
Paul’s by King Athelstan in the 10th century and
remained in possession of St Paul’s until mid-19th
century. It was one of the Chapter’s major grain
producing estates and payments of provisions
were made in lieu of rent. One of the barns, the
Black Barn that was built c1250 has been restored
and now recognised as one of England’s oldest
timber-framed buildings.
The parish covers about 5 miles and is made up of
several hamlets from Bury Barns in the north, to
Lye End in the south with Green End, Mill End and
Gannock in between. Most of the housing is in the
centre of the village around Church End with its
duck pond and Roe Green.
We have a JMI primary school, village hall with
post office that opens two mornings a week. The
population of approx 493, is made up of families
who have lived in the village for generations
as well as many newcomers. There are still four
working farms which also have light industrial
units; most people work in local towns or commute
to London.

The enthusiastic headmistress is keen to be
involved with the church and the whole school
walks to church for a service every term. Clergy are
welcomed and encouraged to visit regularly.
The children also design the church fete’s flyer and
open the fete every year with a musical, dancing or
sporting display.
LEISURE AND RECREATION
We are a very active and sociable village with
a good number of well supported clubs and
activities:
• Sports Club with football and cricket
• Sandon Exercise Class
• Gardening Club (affiliated to the RHS)
• Knitting Circle
• The Royal British Legion
Monthly events include:
Coffee morning
Pub night in the village hall
as well as the monthly Growers’ Market held in
the school, which has been suspended during the
pandemic.
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All Saints
Sandon

Sandon Parish continued

FINANCE

WORSHIP

The accounts are in good shape with £15,000 in
the accounts.

Services are held three times a month including
a United Reformed service and the average
attendance is 18 at the regular services. Some such
as Matins and Evensong are sung. A number of
special services held during the year include Easter,
Harvest Festival, Remembrance Day, Christmas Eve
Crib Service and Candlelight Carol Service.

There is an envelope scheme and we are keen to
encourage regular giving by standing order. Sandon
does have a policy of giving to three chosen
charities on a regular basis.
The parish share is £13,717

LEADERSHIP
Sandon PCC has 10 members including ex-officio
members and is fortunate to have two very
dedicated and hardworking Churchwarden. Lay
members are involved in all aspects of the church
including the considerable fund raising required
for various repairs, restoration and to meet health
and safety requirements; other members of the
congregation are involved with flowers, reading,
cleaning, servers and sides.
There are 47 on the Electoral roll.
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Wallington Parish
Wallington is a pretty village, surrounded by
farmland, situated on the North East edge of the
Chiltern Hills.
The profile of the village has been enhanced by
its link with George Orwell who lived here for
four years, and was married in St Mary’s Church in
1936. It is believed that his book, “Animal Farm”
has its setting in the village and in particular the
great barn at Manor Farm, which is used, with
kind permission, for an annual Harvest dance in
September.
The George Orwell display and booklets in the
church have proved popular and are a welcome
source of income.

The village has, with part of the hamlet of Redhill,
some 57 dwellings, housing commuters, home
and local workers and retired people. The children
mostly attend Sandon village school and then
move on to The Knights Templar School in Baldock.
Both schools have an excellent reputation.
Although there is no shop or pub, Wallington’s
social life includes a pub night once a month in the
village hall.
The village has an annual fete in June, which is well
attended by both residents and visitors. The church
has, in the past, proved to be an attractive venue
for concerts and exhibitions.

Page 26

St Mary’s
Wallington

Wallington Parish continued
St Mary’s is a beautiful church with its origins in
the 12th century. It is always open and is peaceful
and welcoming to those who need a quiet moment.
As part of the route of the Icknield Way and
Hertfordshire Way, walkers, whose appreciation is
evidenced by their comments in the visitors’ book
and kind donations, regularly visit it.
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All the special services throughout the year are
well attended, with support from the other villages.
Our regular service is Holy Communion once a
month. There is some thought of re-instating a
Family Village Praise/Songs of Praise, sometime in
the future.

Over the last 12 years, work on St Mary’s has
included rewiring, new heating and lighting, releading of the roof, re-slating of the chancel and
fabric repairs.
Along with English Heritage, the villagers have
generously helped with donations for this work.
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Weston Parish
THE CHURCH
Holy Trinity church stands to the south-east of
the village, on high ground and is built of flint and
coursed ironstone rubble, the roof is slated. It is
believed to date from the 12th century, but with
Saxon roots. The church consists of a chancel which
was rebuilt in Victorian times, Nave, South Aisle,
North and South Transept, with a crossing tower,
Vestry, a small kitchen and a toilet. The church is
well maintained and the Quinquennial Report in
2017, showed no serious problems.
There is also a good sized car park. The church
is surrounded by an open graveyard, with two
Gardens of Remembrance, the newest being
commissioned in 2020. The church supports the
Diocesan run Living Churchyard scheme. The
maintenance of the churchyard is undertaken by
a private contractor and is partially funded by the
Parish Council.
The interior consists of moveable oak chairs, a new
baptistry featuring the 15th century font. There is a
modern flexible lighting scheme which highlights
the architecture of the interior of the church.
A modern sound system has been introduced,
which gives a more flexible approach to worship.
Recently, the 1980s dais was removed from under
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the crossing tower, and the revealed flooring was
retiled in order to match the flooring in the rest of
the church. The choir stalls built with Weston oak
are situated at the west end of the Church, along
with a 19th century organ.
Our organist is a professional musician and there
is a twenty strong choir led by a Choir master. The
Choir sings once a month for Holy Communion,
also Choral Evensong, and other occasions such
as All Souls, Remembrance Service, Christmas and
Easter services.
The tower has six bells, plus a training dumb-bell.
The bell ringers are active in training new ringers,
and the tower is a recognised training centre. There
is an active team of local ringers, who work with
other towers across the Benefice.
The church is a little way out of the main village
in a beautiful and tranquil spot, this and the
wonderful acoustics mean that it is in demand as a
recording venue for classical musicians. The local
Music Society holds a programme of concerts in
the church, that bring in people from a wide area.
The church is normally open during the day, the
community is active in the church, with volunteers
arranging flowers, cleaning, and changing the altar
frontals and ordering church supplies.
There are currently 67 people on the church
electoral roll.
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Holy Trinity
Weston

Weston Parish continued
WORSHIP
Pre-Covid Weston held seven services a month
embracing, BCP, Common Worship, and All-Age
Worship. As a Benefice we have a very successful
Sunday morning Zoom Service, which brings
the whole Benefice together. Each Sunday, the
different parishes take turns in organising the
participants for the Service. In the quest to return
to church worship at Weston, in addition to Zoom
there is a 6.00pm Evensong on the first Sunday
of the month, 11.00am All-Age Worship on the
second Sunday, 10.00am Matins on the third
Sunday, and 10.00am Holy Communion on the
fourth Sunday.

Covid pandemic. New initiatives include, selling
unwanted items on eBay, a virtual cake stall,
running the refreshments stall at the Parish Council
‘summer get together’, and an art exhibition in
Church.
WESTON CofE (VC) PRIMARY SCHOOL

In our Parish there is a Diocesan Reader, and two
Leaders of Worship. Weston PCC has fourteen
members, including two Churchwarden, a
Secretary, Treasurer and two Deanery Synod
representatives and is usually chaired by the
incumbent.

At present the school roll stands at 145 pupils.
There is a very active partnership between the
Church and the School. In the past the Iincumbent
and the Chair of Governors (Diocesan Reader) have
conducted the Collective Worship every Tuesday
morning, which involves prayers, readings, hymns,
and the children acting out biblical stories. The
school attends four services at Church during
the academic year, Harvest, Christmas, Easter,
the School Leavers Assembly in July, parents are
encouraged to attend all the services in the Church.
It is hoped that the incumbent will be a member
of the Governing Board and liaise with the present
teacher responsible for religious education (Alison
Gooderson), being the supporting Governor for
religious and moral education. The school provides
a monthly update of its activities in the Weston
Parish News

FINANCE

WESTON PARISH NEWS

The Parish Share is £27,237.00, which we have
already paid. There has been a successful move
to encourage giving by Direct Debit. Gift Aid is
claimed, a Just Giving account and QR codes
further enable donations to the Church. The
church is continuing to fund raise despite the

The church publishes and prints a monthly
magazine, which is distributed to subscribers in
the village and beyond and is available for sale. It
contains an editorial by the incumbent, news from
the Parish Council, details of church services, and
other village activities.

LEADERSHIP
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Weston Parish continued
LOCATION
Weston is in rural north Hertfordshire set between
Stevenage and Baldock and has a population of
just over 1,000 people, including the people of the
neighbouring hamlets: Halls Green and Friends
Green, to name two. Although access to the A1 is
only a few minutes’ drive away, Weston remains a
country village set in a landscape of hedged fields
and copses.
The village has a mixture of people; those who
have lived here all their lives, and those who
have moved in to enjoy village life. There are a
number of young families who have moved into
the village so their children can attend the village
school. A school bus serves the local secondary
school in Baldock. There is the Weston Voluntary
car scheme, which will take people for medical or
dental appointments. In addition volunteers use
the Baldock mini bus to take people shopping on
Thursday mornings.
There are just over 400 houses in Weston. More
than half are privately owned, with the balance
renting privately or from Settle. There are
bungalows and flats designed for the elderly.
Weston Barns and Fairclough have converted farm
buildings to provide units for small businesses and
these attract commuters into the village. There is a
village green with a pond in the centre of Weston.

We have our share of commuters in and out of the
village, but there is still a sense of community and
there is an increasing number of people working
from home.
There are also two Almshouses on School Lane
which are administered by the incumbent and the
Churchwarden as trustees.
VILLAGE HALL
The village hall hosts all kinds of activities, and the
PCC supports the Village Hall whenever possible.
There is a small Community Library within the
Village Hall, which also offers refreshments on
Saturday mornings. There is a regular monthly
Foodbank collection each first Saturday as well.
Some clubs running successfully have not yet
restarted post Covid, they include a Luncheon Club,
Diamond Club, Flower and Vegetable Society, Drop
in for a cuppa, Nattering Needles, and Art Club.
LEISURE AND RECREATION
Weston has a recreation ground with tennis courts,
children’s play area and football pitch. Weston
cricket club has an attractive ground with thatched
pavilion and there is an active rugby club which
plays on land next to the recreation ground.

The parish has a post office, with a general store,
a beautician, a church school, a village hall, two
public houses, one in the hamlet of Halls Green.

Page 30

Rector’s
Profile
2022

We hope you have found this
profile of our benefice useful in
informing your decision about
your next move.

Conclusion

We can offer

We are praying of course for you and for the whole
church each week during our vacancy. And we pray
for our new Rector hoping that God will send us:

• Five beautiful churches spread across the joyous
countryside of rural North Hertfordshire, with
enthusiastic and committed congregations.

• A confident and optimistic spiritual leader who
can nurture us to grow in faith as individuals and
as a benefice.

• The potential to make a difference in our
churches and wider community especially with
outreach opportunities to our young families and
schools.

•A teacher to build on the strong foundations
already here and embrace the challenge reaching
out to all the people of our Benefice.
• A creative empathetic communicator with a good
listening ear.

• Support from an NSM, Diocesan Reader, and two
LLWs. A Benefice Support Team of experienced
Churchwardens, active PCCs and a Benefice
Administrator.
• Two village schools with strong connections
to their local churches and opportunities for
outreach for our new Rector. Further development
opportunities to take on a curate for training in
rural ministry.
• A beautiful place to live and a comfortable
4-bedroom Vicarage with a garden and
marvellous countryside to explore.
We look forward to meeting you.
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