
Harvest Appeal Prayer
Jesus, source of living water, thank you for the 
abundance of your love and care; to all who are 
thirsty, you say ‘come and drink’.

Prepare and equip your church as agents of good 
news to those they serve. Give them wisdom and 
insight, and through their work, let your wonderful 
love be seen and flow to all.  

Please bless rural communities in the DRC with 
clean, safe water. Let their lives flourish with good 
health and hope for the future.

We pray that through Water is Life, many lives will be 
changed by your transforming love and goodness.

In your name, Lord Jesus,

Amen

OUR HARVEST APPEAL PARTNER 

The Bishop of St Albans’ Harvest Appeal is partnering with Tearfund, a Christian 
international development agency, which seeks to meet the needs of some of the 
most vulnerable people around the world. Working alongside local churches and 
other locally-based organisations, Tearfund operates in more than 50 countries  
to help people step into their full potential and realise plans for a better future.
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WATER IS LIFE
THE BISHOP OF ST ALBANS’ HARVEST APPEAL 2021

‘FOR I WAS HUNGRY AND YOU  
GAVE ME SOMETHING TO EAT,  

I WAS THIRSTY AND YOU GAVE ME  
SOMETHING TO DRINK.’ 

(MATTHEW 25:35)
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Life for many in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) is hard. With a history of civil 
war, widespread poverty, and a devastating 
cycle of conflict and displacement, 
communities and families struggle every 
day. With more than 70 per cent of the 
population using unsafe drinking water, an 
estimated five million people are at risk of 
cholera every year – a waterborne illness 
that is entirely preventable.

Deborah, a church 
member, mother of four 
and president of her 
village development 
committee, says, 
‘Water is the number 
one problem in my 
community. The distance 
to the closest source is 
45 minutes for an able 
man, or more likely an 
hour for the women and 
children. It is often  
the women and children 
who have the job of 
collecting water.’

WATER: BRINGS HOPE

This year’s Bishop of St Albans’ Harvest Appeal, 
Water is Life, will bring clean, safe water to many 
more communities in the DRC, bringing also 
transformation to their daily lives and hope for 
the future.

The project Water is Life happens with and 
through the local church. In the DRC, the 
church is highly regarded. By equipping church 
members with transformation training sessions, 
men and women can step into their God-
given potential and become agents of change 
in their local community. As well as overseeing 
the major structural work required to provide 
clean water and improve sanitation, advice 
and support is given to local people to raise 
awareness of good hygiene practices.

Deborah’s community was one of 22 villages 
to receive clean water meaning no one has to 
walk long distances for water anymore. Once 
the work is complete, three distribution lines 
will bring tap stands close to people’s homes. 
‘This will be good for our children and future 
generations’, Deborah says.

Dear friends,
Water is essential. Jesus himself chose the 
image of water to illustrate that through 
him, God’s inexhaustible love flows freely to 
us. And God’s love flows further, from our 
lives to the lives of others in need, as we 
pray, care and give.

My Harvest Appeal project this year, Water 
is Life, works with local churches in the 
DRC, to provide clean, safe water to rural 
communities, where, currently, people 
encounter the risk of preventable diseases 
such as cholera, from unsafe water.

Water is Life equips church 
members to reach out 
extending God’s abundant 
love and bringing the gift 
of clean water to the  
local community.

I invite you to support  
my Harvest Appeal this 
year with your prayers 
and generosity.

+Alan St Albans

A gift of  

£53  
could go towards 

trenching in rocky soil 
for water pipes to  

run along.

A gift of  

£86  
could provide 30 metres 

of pipe, bringing clean 
water to communities 

like Deborah's.

A gift of  

£260  
could help build  
a 10,000 litre  
water tank.

A gift of  

£2,332  
could cover a quarter  
of the cost of building  

a community  
water station.

SENDING IN YOUR GIFT

Where possible, participating churches and 
schools should send their donations (including 
any reclaimed Gift Aid) by BACS transfer – 
details for this transaction are:

Bank account no: 20776041
Sort code no: 20 – 05 – 03
Payment Ref: 4100101Harvest

If a BACS transfer is not possible, cheques 
can still be accepted. Cheques should be made 
payable to St Albans DBF and sent to ‘The Bishop 
of St Albans’ Harvest Appeal 2021’, c/o Holywell 
Lodge, 41 Holywell Hill, St Albans AL1 1HE

An individual wishing to give to the Bishop’s 
Harvest Appeal can use the online giving facility 
on the dedicated webpage:  
www.harvestappeal.org – where indicated 
our Appeal partner, Tearfund, will collect the 
Gift Aid on these donations.

 Deborah, a local 
church member  
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four children
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THE 
TRANSFORMATIVE 
POWER OF  
CLEAN WATER

Your gift to Water is Life will 
resource more work and 
support of local churches, 
equipping them to bring 
the transformative power 
of clean water to the 
communities they serve.
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