LIGHT UP

Harvest Appeal Prayer

TANZANIA

Lord, you are our light, and show us the way.
Shine the light of your love in Tanzania. Grant that
workers and innovators there will see new ways in
which they can prosper, as they work towards the
purposes and opportunities you place before them.
Help us to know how we can support their work to
grow and flourish.

with

THE BISHOP OF ST ALBANS’
HARVEST APPEAL 2019

We pray that through Light Up Tanzania, lives and
communities may be strengthened by your grace;
transformed by your light; and brought together
through your love, in Jesus’ precious name.

Light up the future for people living in
the Singida region of Tanzania.

JESUS SAID, ‘I AM
THE LIGHT OF
THE WORLD’
(JOHN 8:12)

Amen.

OUR BISHOP’S HARVEST APPEAL PARTNER 2019
This year the Bishop of St Albans’ Harvest Appeal is partnering
with Tearfund, a Christian international development agency that
seeks to meet the needs of some of the world’s most vulnerable
people. Tearfund works alongside local churches and other locallybased organisations in more than 50 countries.
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to study and regular chores can be
done efficiently.

Dear friends
This year’s Bishop’s Harvest Appeal will help bring solar
electricity to the poor and isolated rural communities of the
Singida region of Tanzania, East Africa. This will truly light up
lives – and not just literally.
At present, people’s limited access to electricity means they
face many challenges. Basic services, healthcare, education
and family life are all diminished and damaged. This year’s
appeal will not only give them electric light and power for
the basics of modern life – things that we take for granted
– but hope and a better future. A few more hours of light in the day
will allow dreams of enterprise and community life can become realities, and that
will be healthier and better able to take advantage of them.
Will you join me in spreading light and hope to our brothers and sisters
in Tanzania?
The Rt Revd Dr Alan Smith, the Bishop of St Albans

Rachel is also able to work at her sewing
machine for a few extra hours each night
and she has even started her own business
rearing chickens. All of this helps to bring
in additional income and build a sustainable
livelihood for her family.
Light Up Tanzania is about firing up
people’s imagination to see their lives and
communities transformed. Through self-help
groups run by the local church, members
will have the opportunity to purchase a
household solar panel at a subsidised price,
and also receive training to assemble, install
and repair the unit. SHG members will also
be taught how to improve their business
skills; entrepreneurship; and environment
care, and can support each other as they
do so.

‘THIS IS
SOMETHING
NEW FOR US
AND WE ARE
VERY GRATEFUL.’
PETER AND RACHEL

Imagine if, when you flicked on a light
switch, nothing happened. For many
people in Tanzania, where access to
electricity is very limited, households
cannot continue to run efficiently after
dark. Families struggle with everyday
chores; children suffer with poor
performance and attendance at school;
without electricity, basic services –
water, health and education – are
all hindered.
At present, households depend on paraffinstyle (kerosene) lamps in the evenings, which
have led to an increase in the number of
serious burns and people needing expensive
hospital treatment. Cooking is done over
firewood or charcoal, but the high levels of
smoke indoors cause people to suffer with
frequent respiratory infections.
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The Bishop of St Albans’ Harvest Appeal
2019, Light Up Tanzania, seeks to make it
possible for more than 350 households to
have access to cheap, renewable energy in
the form of solar panels. Solar panels create
clean, renewable energy with zero emissions,
which is good for the environment, and can
totally transform family life after the sun has
gone down.
Peter and Rachel (pictured right) live with
their two young sons. Without electricity
they had no light at home and life was tough
daily tasks became difficult and the boys
struggled to do their schoolwork in the
evenings. Through their local church, Peter
and Rachel joined a self-help group (SHG)
and saved to buy a subsidised solar panel
for their home. Now that they enjoy the
benefits of electricity, the children have light

HERE IS THE DIFFERENCE YOUR GIFT CAN MAKE:

£25

£75

£340

£700

supports the
purchase of a
solar panel for
an individual

supports the
purchase of a
solar panel for
a family

pays for a fiveday training
programme for
two people

provides solar
panels for a
school and
training for
pupils to look
after them

Your generosity can make a huge difference to families who currently have no access
to electricity and find their lives and opportunities so restricted. We hope this year
you will give your support to Light Up Tanzania.

HOW TO GIVE TO THE BISHOP OF ST ALBANS’ HARVEST APPEAL 2019
Participating churches and schools should
send donations (including any reclaimed Gift
Aid) either by cheque or BACS transfer.

BACS: please email the Mission Dept at
bmm@stalbans.anglican.org for account
details of your payment.

Cheque: made payable to St Albans DBF
and sent in with the Harvest Appeal 2019
Donation & Feedback form to:
The Bishop of St Albans’ Harvest Appeal
2019, c/o the Mission Dept, Holywell
Lodge, 41 Holywell Hill, St Albans
AL1 1HE

For individuals giving to the Bishop’s Harvest
Appeal, an online giving facility is available via
www.harvestappeal.org
Our Appeal partner, Tearfund, will collect the
Gift Aid on these donations if eligible.
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