
 
 
 

The Bishop of St Albans’ Harvest Appeal 2017 – ‘Full of Beans’ 
 
 
 

Introductions to worship  
 

1. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen.  
 
Blessed are you, God of all creation, and blessed is the communion into which you gather 
us. 
You promised through your beloved Son that when two or three gather together in his 
name, you are there in the midst of them. Send your Holy Spirit to call us by name and 
lead us home. 
 
We come defeated, we come dancing, we come traumatized, we come trusting, we come 
aggrieved, we come adoring; 
Send your Holy Spirit to call us by name and lead us home. 
 
We come because our hearts are made restless by echoes of a song we have never heard 
and memories of a place we have never seen. 
Send your Holy Spirit to call us by name and lead us home. 

 
2. In the Name of the Creator, the fountain of life, the name of Christ, the pulse of life, and 

the name of the Spirit, the breath of life. Amen.  
 
Holy! Holy! Earth is filled with God’s presence.  
Christ, we come into your presence today to worship in this sanctuary called Earth,  
 
A planet filled with your presence, quivering in the forests, vibrating in the land, 
pulsating in the wilderness, shimmering in the rivers.  
 
God, reveal yourself to us in this place and show us your face in all creation.  
 
Holy! Holy! Holy! Earth is filled with God’s presence. 
 
Prayer 
God our Father, despite our weakness, you have made us witnesses to hope, faithful 
disciples of your Son Jesus Christ, who desires to manifest his victory in a troubled world. 
Encourage us to discern ourselves and in each of our brothers and sisters the image of 
your Son and gives us the strength to obey the imperative of his all-embracing love. 



Restore in us the knowledge of that glory which shines on the face of Christ so that by our 
actions, our commitment and our whole lives we proclaim to the world that he is alive 
and that he is working among us. Amen. 
 

3. Blessed are the people who cry, who moan and groan for relief in the struggle for 
liberation, for the Lord God, our salvation, shall bring to pass an end to oppression, and 
tears of sorrow shall become tears of joy. 
Blessed are those who suffer, who are in pain and torture because of inhumanity, for 
the Lord God, our comforter, shall end their agony, and our wounds shall be healed. 
 
Blessed are the people who mourn, who lament and weep over the cruel state of 
existence, for the Lord God, our sustaining redeemer, shall deliver those who cry out for 
help, through God our fate is assured. 
Blessed are those who are patient, who struggle on relentlessly having complete faith 
in God, for the Lord God, our liberation and life, shall never delay. 
 

4. Into the warmth of your presence we come, Lord God.  
With the offerings of our praise, our worship, our prayers and our lives. 
 
Into warmth of your presence we come, Lord, God. 
Freed from the distractions of the world, free to meditate on your word. 
 
Into the warmth of your presence we come, Lord God. 
To be blessed by the depth of your love and the warmth of this fellowship.  
 
‘I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone 
out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.’ (Ezekiel 36:26)  
‘And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will 
prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions’ (Zechariah 
12:10) 

 
Intercessory Prayer 
 
Let us bring to the feet of God the prayers of our hearts. 
 
For those times when our eyes have been short-sighted, when we have failed to see your vision 
for our lives, 
Lord, help us focus on you. 
 
For those times when we choose not to give but to store up treasures for our own use. When we 
lose sight of our own worth, 
Lord, help us focus on you. 
 
For those times when your sacrificial love has meant less than it should 



Lord, help us focus on you. 
 
For those times when our feet have stayed firmly in this world, rather than walking in your 
footsteps. 
Lord, help us focus on you. 
 
For all those times when we have failed to acknowledge in our own hearts that we are a new 
creation, raised to life with Christ. 
Lord, help us focus on you. 
 
 
Intercessory Prayer 
 
Beloved brothers and sisters in the Lord, we have come together to worship God as His children 
and speak to Him through prayers.  
We pray for peace especially in many parts of the world, among our brothers and sisters, and 
among ourselves; that in the pursuit of peace we may become faithful serving church and with 
gifts entrusted to us we may become effective instrument in strengthening communities.  
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayers. 
 
Lord God, extend your guiding hands upon us that we may find strength to minister to those who 
are rendered homeless, widows, orphans, and to those who are hurt in body, mind and spirit.  
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayers. 
 
Father, show forth your mercy upon the victims of unjust labor practices, uphold the workers in 
their struggles for fair treatment and just compensation, and enlighten the hearts and minds of 
those who have in them the power to change their situations. 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayers. 
 
Gracious Father, we remember before you all victims of unjust systems, especially the women 
who are crushed by forces of oppression and all forms of violence, help us recognize the gifts of 
womanhood that together we may change the structures of injustice and inequalities that 
destroy true peace. 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayers. 
 
We beseech you, O Father, to teach us to respect the rights of every child that they can hope for 
a better tomorrow. Show us the way to combat those forces that continually strip children of 
their dignity as human beings who share in your image and likeness. 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayers. 



 
Intercessory Prayer 
 
O God, who through Jesus Christ, calls us to be one single body and to express your love; 
encourage us to discern in ourselves and in each of our brothers and sisters your love 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayers. 
 
Grant us light and strength of faith to overcome the shadows of evil which harm our communion 
of faith.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayers. 
 
Pour out your love in our hearts that we may know you and discern your creative and reconciling 
presence in the lives of those around us.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayers. 
 
Lead us by the hand along the way of your kingdom to be witnesses of hope and may we not 
succumb into despair.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayers. 
 
Renew in us the gift of your Holy Spirit so that each human heart may be touched in such a way 
that barriers which divide us fall down. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayers. 
 
Give us your Spirit of truth, courage and strength that we may go forward together towards full 
unity and harmony as your community. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayers. 
 
Prayers for shalom 
 
Father, we come to you united in faith that you are present in the pilgrimage of your people 
towards shalom. Show forth your love and satisfy our longing for the resolution of hostilities and 
restoration of peace in our midst. May we see the day when war and bloodshed cease, when a 
wonderful peace will embrace the world, when there will be no more poverty, hatred and war; 
when all who inhabit this world shall realize that we have not come into being to be violent, but 
to labor and to love. Amen. 
 
O Lord, you have said to us, ‘Peace I leave with you.’ This peace that you give is not that of this 
world; it is not the peace of order, when order oppresses; it is not the peace of silence, when 



silence is born of oppression; it is not the peace of resignation, when such resignation is 
unworthy. Your peace is love for all people, is justice for all people, is truth for all people, the 
truth that liberates and gives life. Lord, it is this peace we believe in because of your promise. 
Grant us peace, that we may give this peace to others. Amen.  
 
May our Lord God grant us faith and generosity of service that gives without counting the cost, a 
life overflowing with grace that pours out from the love of his Son, that we might show the power 
of love to a broken world and share the truth from a living Word.  
 
May our Lord God grant us faith and a yearning to share it to the world. Amen.   
 
A Priest Forever Under the Order of Melchizedek 
 
Written by Fr. Jeremias “Jerry” Aquino, while Prison in 1891during the dark days of Martial Law 
in the Philippines 
(https://aglipayan.wordpress.com/2011/06/01/fr-jerry-aquino-poet-and-revolutionary/#more-
131) 
 
Why did you choose me to serve as a priest, O Lord? What do you really want from me; the son 
of a poor peasant? 
From the slopes and foothills of the Sierra Madres where I was born, you took me away. 
You led me to the seminary with nothing. For two years I kept quitting but you kept sending me 
back. I can’t understand all this, Lord. 
You’ve tried to show me the world from east to west  
And what a frightening spectacle of a groaning creation! 
Everywhere, man is victim of man! It is hard to grope for essence in a world 
Full of deceit and oppression. But you always teach me that there is no other way. 
It was painful, but you pulled me out of the comfortable pews of the institutional sanctuary. 
You plunged me into the acrid world of oppressed men-slum dwellers, workers, and peasants. 
Are these the tittle brothers you died for in this world? Are they the apples of your Incarnation? 
Are they? And I weep because you nod.  
Woe is me! For I have eyes but cannot see! 
Woe is me! For I have ears but cannot hear! 
Woe is me! For I have a heart but cannot feel! 
Forgive me, Lord. But why is it that the church you called into being in this world has become a 
hard oak of an institution? 
It has amassed vast capital and the least Of our brothers are forgotten. 
Why is it full of forms, O Lord, but devoid of content? 
It thrives on dull celebrations, business-like operations, plastic relations. 
Oh, its heart is parched, not even a mist of poetry dwells in its. 
Lord, forgive me for these things that burn in me. 
But where is the altar of sacrifice today, Lord? 
Is it on ornate altars of marble where Sunday alms are poured? 
Or, is it on lowly bamboo tables of peasants, 
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Lunch counters of exploited workers, pushcarts of famished scavengers? 
Where, O Lord? 
Where can find communion? Where do you want me to celebrate 
the great Paschal Mystery?  Yes, Lord. Where else could I celebrate? Since you sent me to the 
dregs of urban society 
Where else could I celebrate? Since you sent me out to the picket lines, 
Where else could I celebrate? Since you sent me up to quench my thirst by drinking 
on the clearest mountain streams with brothers and comrades, and sleeping with them under 
the one blue sky, 
Where else could I celebrate? Since you sent me to prison, 
Where else could I celebrate? It is excruciating, Lord. If you only let this cup… 
But I often marvel at the way you instruct, at the way you point out what’s priceless in life. 
(Moment of silent reflection) 
 
Prayer 
 
Make us, O Lord a faithful followers of Jesus in our society to be more courageous than cautions; 
that we will not merely “comfort the afflicted but afflict the comfortable”; A church and ministers 
that will also demand justice; that will not remain silent when called to be a voice of the voiceless; 
that will not pass by on the other side when wounded humanity is waiting to be healed; that no 
only calls us to worship but also sends us out to witness; a community of faith that will follow 
Christ even when the way point to Cross. To this end we offer ourselves in the Name of Him who 
loved us and gave himself for us. Amen. 
 
 
 
The Holy Mass 
 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his Kingdom: now and forever. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse our hearts by your Holy Spirit, that we may truly love you, and worthily praise your 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your mind, and with all your strength.” This is the first and great commandment. And the 
second is like it: “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” On these two commandments 
depend all the Law and the Prophets. 
 
Let us humbly confess our sins against God and our neighbors. 
 
Silence is kept for a time. 



We confess to God Almighty, to all the Saints, and to each other, in what we have thought, in 
what we have said, in what we have done, and in what we have failed to do; and it was our 
own fault. Therefore we beg God to have mercy on us, and we ask all the saints to pray for us 
to the Lord our God. Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you your sins, and keep you in life eternal; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Collect  
Almighty God, wend down upon your Church the riches of your Spirit, and kindle in all who 
minister the gospel your countless gifts of grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Gospel acclamation 
 
All Stand 
Aleluya, Aleluya,  
Wikain Mo,  
Poon Makikinig ako  
Sa Iyong mga Salita,  
Aleluya, Alelu, Alleluia 
 

(Translation) 
Alleluia, Alleluia 
Say it  
And we will listen Lord 
To your Word 
Alleluia, Allelu, Alleluia 

Affirmation of Faith 
We believe in One God,  
Author of Life, Creator of the Universe.  
We believe in His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,  
who came into the world to the lost and to redeem the whole creation.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Giver of Life,  
who leads us to all truth, renewing us and enabling us  
to grow in the likeness of Christ.  
We affirm that the Church and all its members have the mission to proclaim the Good News,  
and to work with all those who struggle to see justice and freedom.  
We affirm the dignity of all, and the basic right of every person to develop as a child of God,  
for whom Christ has given himself in love.  
Our hope is in Jesus Christ, the bearer of truth, whose purposes are fulfilled  
through God’s people.  
Amen. 
 
Prayers 
Beloved in the Lord, we have come together to worship God, who offers us freedom to live in 
justice and peace through our Lord Jesus Christ. For the law of the Spirit of Christ has set us free 
from the law of sin and death. For we do not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but 
we have received the courageous spirit of the children of God. Confident then that God will 
hearken to our cries, let is with lift up our prayers to Him, through Jesus Christ. Pray especially 



for peace and unity in this world, among our brothers and sisters, and for peace and unity among 
ourselves. 
 
Reader1. O God who wills that no sword be drawn but that we should beat our swords and spears 
into plowshares: Look with favor the indigenous peoples who lost their ancestral lands, cultural 
identity and collective power to development aggression and are marginalized by our prejudices 
and greed. Help us to remember that all lands are yours and that we hold them in trust for future 
generations and help us find ways to reach out to victims of unjust structures and join them in 
their struggle for the attainment of a just society. Lord hear us, 
Lord graciously hear us.  
 
Reader2: Look with mercy on those whom the miseries of disasters have fallen: Extend your 
guiding hands upon us that we may find strength to minister to those who are rendered 
homeless, widows, orphans, and to those who are hurt in body, mind and spirit. Open the eyes 
of those who have in their power to help these less fortunate ones, and move them to respond. 
Lord hear us, 
Lord, graciously hear us.  
 
Reader3: Show forth your mercy upon the victims of unjust labor practices. Uphold the laborers 
in their struggles for fair treatment and just compensations and enflame their hearts with a spirit 
of tolerance, dialogue and goodwill that they may resolve their issues peaceably with those 
entrusted to exercise charge over them. Enlighten the hearts and minds of those who have in 
them the power to uplift the living conditions of those who honestly toil for their daily bread and 
butter. Lord hear us, 
Lord graciously hear us.  
 
Reader4: Teach us to respect the rights of every child that they can hope for a better tomorrow. 
Show us the way to combat those forces which continually strip children of their dignity as human 
beings who share in your image and likeness. Lord hear us, 
Lord graciously hear us.  
 
Reader5: O God all loving and all just, everyday we behold the wonders of your creation, which 
have from time immemorial tried to show us humans, the way of life and the way of community, 
by their constancy in their growth and their giving of themselves to us and the rest of the world: 
Teach us to respect and love nature which is your precious gift to us that it may not turn its wrath 
against us. Lord hear us, 
Lord graciously hear us.  
 
Reader6: Gracious God, our hearts are heavy as we acknowledge the injustice, oppression, and 
suffering in our world. We remember before you all victims of unjust systems, especially the 
women who are crushed by forces of oppression, especially all victims of kidnapping, rape and 
all forms of violence and robbed of rights and dignity, even treated as objects and not as people 
made in your own image. Help us recognize the gifts of womanhood that together we may change 
the structures of injustice and inequalities that destroy true peace. Lord hear us, 



Lord graciously hear us.  
 
God of justice, peace and unity, who has entrusted this earth unto us and through your Son Jesus 
Christ has called us unto a heavenly citizenship: show us the way to true repentance for the 
disorder and hatred, cruelty and injustice which we have caused, committed or encouraged; and 
that fleeing unto you for pardon and grace, grant that we may from this time on set ourselves to 
build that community that has justice for its foundation, peace and unity for its ideal, and love 
for its law, of which you are the architect and maker; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Peace  
All stand.  
Jesus said to his friends, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Greetings of peace with each other 
 
The Offertory 
The Celebrant goes to the Table, and begins the Offertory with one of the following Sentences: 
 
Give the Lord the honour due his Name; bring presents and come into his courts. 
Let us with gladness present the offerings of our life and work to the Lord. 
 
The gifts are collected, the Holy Table is prepared, and the Bread and Wine are made ready.  
 
Offering of Alms: 
Everlasting God, you have given us all we have, your bounty supplies all our needs: We, your 
humble servants, offer you this token of our gratitude for all your mercies. Amen. 
 
Offering of the Bread: 
Eternal God, you caused the grain to grow, and from it we have made this Bread: We offer it to 
you that it may become for us the Bread of Life. Grant that we who shall receive it may be 
united in the bond of love. Amen. 
 
Offering of the Wine: 
God Almighty, accept this Wine we have made from your gifts: may it become our spiritual 
drink, that we who shall receive it. May be refreshed and renewed for your service. Amen. 
 
Pray, brothers, that our sacrifice may be acceptable to God the Father Almighty. 
May the Lord receive our sacrifice, for the praise and glory of his Name, for our good and that 
of all his Church. 
 



God our sustainer, receive the gifts we bring before you, and feed us continually with that 
bread which satisfies all hunger, your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen.  
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Father, you made the world and love your creation. 
You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour. 
His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death. 
And so we gladly thank you, 
with saints and angels praising you, and saying: 
     
Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the Name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest. 
 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
      
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. 
      
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
      
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
      
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Si Kristo ay Namatay (Christ has died) 



Si Kristo ay Nabuhay (Christ is risen) 
Si Kristo ay Muling Babalik (Christ will come again.) 
 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
      
Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with [N and] all the saints to feast at your table in heaven. 
      
 Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
With confidence and in our own language we pray to God in the words our Savior taught us. 
 
Our Father in heaven, holy be your Name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Do not bring us to the test, but deliver us from evil,  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread. 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; Grant us your peace. 
 
We do not presume to come to your table, merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in your many great mercies. We are not worthy to gather the crumbs from under your 
table. But it is your nature always to have mercy: Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat 
the Body of your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his Blood, that we being strengthened and 
refreshed by his life, may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 
 
The celebrant, lifting up the Bread and Cup, says to the people: 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ gives himself for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
The celebrant receives Holy Communion, then the Ministers, and the people. 



 
Post Communion Prayer 
Grant O Lord, we beseech you that the course of this world may be so peaceably 
ordered by your governance, that your Church may joyfully serve you in all godly quietness; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
We pray together,  
Eternal God our Father, you have accepted us as living members of the Body of your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord, and you have nourished us with the sacrament of his victorious life; May we 
now be bread broken and given to people, may your love in us heal the wounds we have made, 
may your words on our lips speak peace to all people; Send us with vision and strength to serve 
your Son in the least of his sisters and brothers so will your Name be praised and glorified, now 
and in time to come, until all be fulfilled in your Kingdom. Amen. 
 
 
The Dismissal  
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
 
The peace of God which surpasses all understanding keep you strong in the knowledge and love 
of God, and his Son Jesus Christ our Lord:  
And the Blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you always.  
Amen. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
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