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Our vision at St Mary’s
To be a living church, growing in faith and commitment.
Sharing the good news of God’s love with all residents and visitors to our expanding
parish.
We seek to do this by
1. Developing our response to God’s love in worship and prayer.
2. Encouraging children and young people to grow in faith.
3. Expanding the use of the Church as a focus of mission and service to the
community.

4. We seek to reach those who are unable to come to church through social media.
Our goals
1. To raise the profile of the church in the village, not only as an historic building
and centre of worship but as a place where its extended use encourages
members of the community to feel part of the church family.
2. To improve the facilities for our growing work with children.
3. To improve outreach within the village especially to young people and families
and newcomers to the area.
4. To encourage the church family and enable them to deepen their faith and
develop their talents and abilities.
5. To develop and move forward with our Mission Action Plan.

Where are we?
The Benefice comprises of Marston
Morteyne with Lidlington; situated 4
miles from Junction 13 of the M1 on
the A421. There are good transport
links with St Albans, Bedford, Milton
Keynes, London and Cambridge.
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Would you like to join us?
We are looking for someone who:
•

Will lead us into the future by being proactive in reaching out to the community
and raising the church’s profile.

•

Can build on the foundations we have and continue and expand the work we
do to encourage and welcome people into our church.

•

Will become very much a part of the life of our villages and be a visible and
approachable presence in the benefice.

•

Will nurture us in our faith, growth and development through strong spiritual
leadership and teaching.

•

Will maintain our good relationship with local schools by doing assemblies,
school visits and services for the children in church, and help to build a
stronger relationship between benefice churches.

•

In our post Covid world will engage with the wider community through our
social activities.

•

Is well organised with good communication skills, energy, drive and vision.

•

Has a good sense of humour and can laugh at themselves.

•

Will care about the preservation of our Grade 1 listed church and tower.

•

Is a good listener and teacher.

We offer our new Priest:
•

Friendship, fellowship, love and care and a lot of laughter.

•

You will lead growing church communities and we offer our support and
commitment to work with you to take us forward in the love of God.

•

We hope you share our desire to reach out to our growing community and
bring more people into the church family.

•

This is a part time (0.5) post, and we would want to help our priest to maintain
boundaries to ensure that they are supported in this.

•

We have established a dedicated PCC with successful teams working well
together who are ready to face the future and whatever that brings with you.

•

A 5 bedroom vicarage in the village of Lidlington built in the 1950s in a lovely
setting. There is a single garage, off-road parking for several vehicles, a
kitchen refitted in 2016, separate office/study and downstairs toilet. There
have been preliminary discussions about possibly relocating the vicarage to
Marston Morteyne but no agreement has been reached.
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Who are we at St Mary’s?
We are bucking the trend! Our congregation
has grown and is still growing. We think this
is because:
We are recognised as a big hearted, friendly
and welcoming church. We cater for the
whole community, young and old and
everyone in between. Our committed and
loyal congregation rises to new challenges
and we welcome the opportunity to work
with our new priest to take forward the
mission of St Mary’s.

Our Strengths
•

We have paid our parish share in full for the last 13 years.

•

Our electoral roll has increased year on year and now stands at 77.

•

Our occasional services have increased, especially baptisms.

•

There is strong pastoral support.

•

We have good links with the schools.

•

We have strong and lively work with children with committed leadership.

•

A Safeguarding Officer implements the PCC’s Safeguarding Policy, as we
recognise the importance of keeping everyone, particularly children and
vulnerable adults safe.

Our Challenges
•

Although we do not benefit from a church hall we seek to find ways to use our
spacious church for many of the activities that we offer.

•

We recognise the need for raising our profile, especially among the new people
moving into the villages.

•

To improve our financial giving in order to enable us to employ a full time priest
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Local Ecumenical Partnership in
Lidlington

Lidlington lies some 2.5 miles south of Marston Morteyne. Like Marston it is seeing
new housing developments and the villages are slowly converging. The original
village has a thatched pub in the High Street, and there is a village lower school. Like
many villages in the area it was formerly part of the Duke of Bedford’s estate.
Brogborough lake is at the edge of the village and is popular for birdwatching and
fishing.

There is no open Anglican Church within the
village, but a formerly constituted
Anglican/Baptist/Methodist LEP congregation
worships in the chapel. Although an LEP this
congregation worships fairly independently, the
parish priest remains a formal member of the
agreement. Some work will be required to rebuild
the LEP arrangements in the village.
Chapel and church hall

https://www.lidlingtonchurch.org.uk
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Community of Marston Morteyne
Marston Morteyne dates to about the year 969 when it was called Mercstun and
inhabited by Saxons. It is mentioned both in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicles and the
Domesday Book. In the late 13th century the Morteyne family held the Manor. The
village developed from agriculture expanding through the local brick works and is
now mainly a commuter village with some small industry and retail. With the current
high building programme of about 1,150 new houses, it is a rapidly expanding
community with lots of new young families
moving into the village. The current
population is about 5,000. There is a mix
of housing predominately privately owned
with some social, sheltered and privately
rented housing. The population covers the
full range of ages.

We have a Parish Council and we come
under the jurisdiction of Central
Bedfordshire Council. The village has a
village hall plus a sports pavilion and
scout hall where the Beavers, Cubs,
Explorer Scouts and Brownies meet. Marston is a thriving community which boasts a
doctor’s surgery, a pharmacist, two hairdressing salons, two Co-op supermarkets, a
small Spar shop and the Marston KSP Convenience Store, two fish and chip shops, a
takeaway, 2 new cafes in addition to the café at the Forest Centre, 2 pubs: The Bell
in Marston and The Exhibition in Marston Shelton, an Indian restaurant, the Morteyne
Manor restaurant, a Travel Lodge with a, Burger King and petrol station. In addition,
there is a village shop in Lidlington and The Green Man pub.

Leisure Activities
We are situated in the Forest of Marston Vale a forest created to address the effects
of the brick making industry on the countryside. The Forest Centre itself consists of
wetlands, cycle ways, bridle and footpaths, a conference centre and restaurant, and
an adventure playground with activities for the whole community taking place
throughout the year. We have both football and cricket teams, and the village hall
hosts activities such as carpet bowls, pilates, martial arts, flower arranging and many
more.
We are very close to Milton Keynes with its theatre, galleries, shopping, restaurants
and sport amenities and to Bedford on the River Great Ouse and embankment, one
of its museums being the John Bunyan Museum.
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Water sports are enjoyed at the nearby Stewartby and Brogborough lakes which
used to be pits during the time of brick making.
We are also within easy reach of the Woburn Estate and Safari Park and the newly
opened Center Parcs.

Education
We have Marston Morteyne VC School, which has sites at Church End and Forest
End, and the Thomas Johnson Lower School based in Lidlington. On Monday 7th
October 2019 Bishop Richard of Bedford welcomed both sites of Marston Morteyne
VC School as part of our St. Albans Diocesan Schools. The local middle school is
Marston Vale Middle School in Stewartby, and the upper is Wootton Upper School.
There are several independent schools in Bedford along with the University of
Bedfordshire.
We have very strong links with the two school sites in Marston Morteyne, of which
our associate priest and two PCC members are governors. The clergy take regular
assemblies at these schools. The school are keen for children to come to church for
services including Harvest, Christingle and Carol services and they have educational
tours around church. Recently the Year 4 children visited church over a weekend
where they participated in brass rubbings, mystery tours to the Priest’s room and the
story of Thomas Snagge. The fun was completed by teachers parachuting teddy
bears from the Tower.

Church Life at St Mary’s
Safeguarding
St. Mary’s is committed to the
safeguarding, care and nurture of
everyone within our church
community. We follow legislation,
guidance and recognised good
practice. The role of the parish in
safeguarding is a vital one. Our PCC
adopts a safeguarding policy which is displayed in church every year and a copy sent
to the Diocese. A safeguarding poster is also displayed in church. Almost all our
Church officers have completed the required Core and Specialist Safeguarding
training modules appropriate to their role. We have a record of all safeguarding
training completed. For Disclosure and Barring Services we use the umbrella body,
Thirtyone:eight.
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Church activities at St Mary’s
Activities abound during the church year but this has been affected by Covid. Our
church building is very adaptable allowing us to host a wide range of events; an
annual Harvest supper, Murder Mystery evening, Quiz nights, Craft fairs and regular
speakers.
We perform Carol singing at the Forest Centre, have themed summer fetes as well
as Quiet Days and visits to our patrons St John’s College Cambridge.
Every week we have well supported Wednesday Teas. Before Covid we ran lunches
once a month and Art Classes are once again, being held in church. These are
attended by church goers and other members of the community and seen very much
as a form of outreach and friendship.

Our Other activities
Pastoral activities, held in people’s homes, used to include Knit and Natter and the
Bookmarkers book group and an Advent and Lent Group which we hope to reintroduce.
Twice a month we run a Tea and Tots group. This is a support group for parents.
Children enjoy crafts; toys; music and snacks. Parents and carers enjoy snacks and
a warm cup of tea, when restrictions allow. This group was growing in popularity prior
to lockdowns and has recently restarted. We also welcome older siblings during
school holidays.

Youth Group at St Mary’s
Our youth group is small but mighty. Young people attending the group are given the
time and space to explore what it means to be a Christian and in 2019, two members
of the group were baptised and confirmed in 2021.
The group have participated in worship services in several different ways, including
serving as acolytes and readers. Each member of the group shares their gifts and
talents with the wider church community and the village in lots of different
ways: some have sung or played instruments at the local care home, some get
involved in the Remembrance Day service and all help with the summer fayre in
various ways. We have good links with the local Army
Cadet Corps.
The group get involved and lead on issues to do with
social justice: they spoke to the PCC and the
congregation about injustice and motivated the adults
to make the commitment for us to become a
Fairtrade church. The group also ran a very successful
fundraising campaign to protect an area of rain forest
equal to the size of our churchyard, thus caring for
God's beautiful creation. This fundraising was
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especially challenging because we entered a period of lockdown before reaching our
goal; the group adapted to the circumstances and created a Zoom quiz that was fun
and entertaining for everyone involved whilst ensuring we surpassed fundraising
target
The group encouraged the adults to get involved in the Count on Nature project
which looks to identify and note the biodiversity of the churchyard.
The youth group is an important element of church life and we are looking at ways of
growing attendance in this area.

Worship at St Mary’s
We currently hold a 10.00am weekly Parish Eucharist every Sunday using Common
Worship.
This service is followed by an interactive Family Service. This is an established,
weekly service at 11.15 am with regular families attending. The Family Service
includes a craft activity, a bible story, songs, worship and prayers all designed for our
youngest congregation members.
We also hold Morning Prayer on a Tuesday morning. Our congregation
encompasses all ages up to 90.
Lay people take an active role in the worship, including leading prayers and lay
assistants for the distribution of the elements and leading Family Worship.

So far this year (2021) we have had five
baptisms, four weddings and one marriage
blessing, five funerals in church with another
eight being performed at the crematorium.
During 2021 our services have returned to church
and the numbers of those attending are
encouraging. During the whole of this period
morning Prayer took place weekly on Zoom and
continues to do so.
We also hold Special Services during the year:
the school Christingle service, Carol service, Crib
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service, Pet Service, Harvest Festival, and
Mothering Sunday as well as taking part in Village
Remembrance Services.
Remembrance Sunday, All Souls, Memorial
Services and Holy Week services are also
observed.

All services are led by a robed choir of thirteen
members with both traditional and modern music.

Our liturgical tradition is vestments, alb
and stole, surplice and stole etc

Confirmation with Bishop Richard January 2021
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Pastoral and Ecumenical Links for St Mary’s
There are many opportunities for pastoral care in the community. We have lay
support with baptismal visits and a group who visit the sick or lonely. Pastoral work
also includes giving home communion, visiting the residents of the Village Care
Home and being a regular presence in the schools taking assemblies and talking to
the children during educational visits to the church. Wednesday Teas is also a great
opportunity for people, not only to visit the church, but also to talk and contact other
people.
We do have people from other denominations worshipping with us including Roman
Catholics and Orthodox and since the closure of the two Methodist chapels in the
village, we have been pleased to welcome some members into our fellowship.

Leadership at St Mary’s
Our two Church Wardens are supported by a PCC making a total of fifteen members.
A social Committee and Fabric Committee are offshoots of the PCC which meets
every six weeks. We also have an ordinand in training, and are blessed by the
support of a retired priest.
At present there are 77 people on our Electoral roll which has increased year on year
over the last eight years

St Mary’s Church Building
St Mary’s is a 14th to 15th century Grade 1 listed building
with a separate Grade 1 listed late medieval tower.

The main church contains several historical treasures eg.
a Doom painting, the Snagge tomb, Goldyngton brass,
rood screen, helmets etc.
The north aisle window
boasts the last of the
original stained glass
from the Middle Ages.
We have frequent visitors to see the distinctive
architectural and historical features of our church.
The last Quinquennial report was 2018 and indicated
that the Tower needs repairing and restoring,
stonework inside and outside of the church needs
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some attention. The outside of the tower has been de-frassed (brush/ pick off loose
material).
Our volunteers play an active role with maintaining the inside and outside of the
buildings, refurbishing and preserving where permissible. We have regular working
parties on the grounds, but we do have contractors to cut the grass in the churchyard
and the hedges. We have recently developed a wildflower/wildlife area in part of St.
Mary’s Churchyard. The churchyard at Lidlington is also being cared for in a way that
promotes wildflowers and wildlife.

Communications
Social media: We have an active social media presence through Facebook and
Instagram. Currently St Mary’s has over 400 people following our church online. We
have also used and continue to use YouTube and Zoom to share our services and
event online whilst numbers have been restricted due to the pandemic. St Mary’s has
a website that is established and used to share our news and events with the wider
congregation. We produce a weekly pew sheet giving details of services, church
activities, clubs, meetings, diary dates etc and contribute to the monthly Village Diary
with articles from the clergy, times of services, and special events within the church.
During the lockdowns this has been distributed by email or hand delivered. In
addition, members of the PCC have made regular telephone contact with a cluster
group of our congregation.
We have leafleted the village of Marston Morteyne for fund raising and to make
newcomers aware of our presence in the past and a new leaflet is currently being
developed for the new and expanding housing developments in the village.
St Mary’s website (www.stmarysmarston.co.uk) and a Facebook page.

..and finally please do contact us for any further information and please feel free to
visit us.

Inside St Mary’s at Christmas
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Appendix A - Church Attendance for St Mary’s
January 2021 (Prior to Lockdown 3) there were a total of 41 adults and 12 young
people (under 16) in church. Zoom attendance 52.
February Zoom attendance 66.
From March 2021 we have been back in church and our attendances are:
March – 109 adults and 36 under 16 - Morning Prayer on Zoom 62
April – 191 adults and 61 under 16 – Morning Prayer on Zoom 62
May - 241 adults and 67 under 16s – Morning Prayer on Zoom 72

June - 245 adults and 39 under 16s – Morning Prayer on Zoom 60
July - 246 adults and 55 under 16s – Morning Prayer on Zoom 57
August - 296 adults and 39 under 16s – Morning Prayer on Zoom 72
September - 322 adults and 33 under 16s – Morning Prayer on Zoom 44 (Numbers to
21/9/21)
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Appendix B – Finance for Marston Morteyne
Money is collected by plate, but regular givers mostly use the Parish Giving Scheme
with a few using weekly envelopes and standing orders. Other money generated is
by fund raising and social events.
Our charitable giving includes the Bishop’s Harvest appeal, St Barnabas home for
retired clergy and other charities where appropriate. We support the local NEED
project distributing food to families in need.
Our current parish share is £22,617.00 which, for the last 13 years has been paid in
full. All expenses are paid in full and we have no secretary or office provision, just
willing volunteers!
As of April 2021 our PCC Fund, including its ring-fenced sub-funds, stands at
£34,826.39. Our separate Fabric and Tower Fund stands at £12,487.38.
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