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Vacancies Webpage 
 

The Vacancies page on the diocesan website gives you an 

additional platform to advertise job openings in your school 

free of charge. Do send any vacancy advertisements to   

hpuddefoot@stalbans.anglican.org 

Potten End Partake in Young Leaders Award 
 

The Year 5 children at 

Potten End Primary 

have been following 

The Young Leaders 

Award (run by the 

Archbishop of York 

Youth Trust). 
 

This programme aims 

to empower young 

leaders to be the 

change they want to 

see in the world 

around us. As a part of 

this programme the 

children are asked to 

work on a local community project. Year 5 decided to help 

Holy Trinity church in Potten End to create a greener      

environment in the churchyard. They have been busy making 

bird feeders, nest boxes and bug hotels to encourage more 

wildlife into the area. The programme has inspired lots of 

great discussion on being good leaders. 

St Helen’s Attend a Special Church Service 
 

 

On 23 June, the Head and 

Deputy Head Prefects at St 

Helen’s Primary,      

Wheathampstead did a 

reading at St Helen's 

church as part of a service 

to mark the 

300th anniversary of the 

death of James Marshall. 

His legacy has led to a 

foundation being set up to 

serve the Educational and career needs for young,             

disadvantaged people in the Harpenden and district areas.  
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Cranfield Academy’s Church Visit 
 

Year 4 children at Cranfield 

Academy had the opportunity 

to visit St Peter and St Paul’s 

church and have ‘space to 

pray’. The session, led         

beautifully by Revd Rachel    

Foster, allowed children of all 

faiths and none time to explore 

life’s questions, spirituality and 

faith in a safe, creative and   

interactive way. Children     

visited eight different prayer 

spaces, each offering children 

time to develop skills of personal reflection and to explore 

prayer. It was wonderful to allow the children some time ‘to 

be’ as their heads race with learning in school and thoughts 

of their next adventures.  

May Day Celebrations at St Mary’s 
 

Just before May half-term, 

all the children at St 

Mary’s Primary, East     

Barnet took part in a May 

Day celebration. This 

event is an annual       

milestone at St Mary’s and 

is filled with tradition,    

honour and great joy.  
 

Owing to the pandemic, the school had not been able to 

have a live audience for May Day since May 2019 so       

everyone was very excited at the prospect of the          

community coming together again in person. 
 

In the run up to the event, all children in school took part in 

a democratic vote to elect the key Year 6 roles for the day,  

including a May Queen, Sceptre Girl and Heralds. Year 6  

pupils spoke in collective worship, sharing something about    

themselves and their qualities. The children were reminded 

about choosing those who they observed to demonstrate 

the school’s Christian values in daily school life.  
 

On the day, all of the classes showed 

great team-work, cooperation and   

determination to complete their class 

dance successfully, which all culminated 

in Year 6 plaiting the May Pole which 

will remain until next year. May Day 

was attended by over 200 people from 

the school community. It was a very 

special day!   
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Sutton Lower’s Break-FEAST! 
 

 

Sutton VA Lower 

School pupils thoroughly 

enjoyed a wonderful              

whole-school breakfast 

this term, which was 

kindly arranged by the 

Friends of Sutton 
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Reflections Garden at Nash Mills 
 

As part of the Platinum 

Jubilee celebrations, a 

group of Year 5 pupils at 

Nash Mills Primary have 

been developing a        

Reflections Garden within 

the school grounds, partly 

funded through the    

Community Life Fund. The 

space has a number of planted beds, with flowers chosen to 

attract insects and bees as well as new seating for pupils to 

use. In addition, a structure has been built using living     

willow, which pupils have enjoyed watching as it grows 

leaves! Next, the children would like to add a prayer      

labyrinth and some materials to read and reflect on during 

break and lunchtimes.   

Thundridge & Tonwell St Mary’s Federation  
 

Being part of a small village school is a unique experience and 

there are many positives. However, there are also distinctive  

difficulties with small schools and it came to the attention of 

the governing boards of Thundridge Primary and Tonwell St 

Mary’s Primary that to ensure their sustainability for the  

future, they would be stronger together.  
 

They took early advice from the Diocese and ensured that 

they planned well in advance. One of the first tasks was to 

set up a Collaborative/Federation Committee to begin to 

explore exactly what a federation would entail and whether, 

as two separate schools, they thought it was the correct 

strategic course of action. Governors worked well together, 

with advice and support from the Diocese.  
 

This partnership will give staff and children opportunities to 

collaborate on curriculum development, sharing of staff    

expertise, joint trips, visitors and much more. Children have 

already competed in a joint cross-country event. 
 

Thundridge and Tonwell St Mary’s CofE Federation was born 

on the 1 April 2022. They have a new governing board both 

with new and old members and are excited for the future.  

 

 

Tewin Cowper’s RE Day 
 

Tewin Cowper held an RE Day on 

31 March, which focused on the 

events of Holy Week. Inspired by 

Revd Susannah, the staff team 

planned exciting activities to enrich 

learning and provide meaningful  

experiences for the children,       

supported by a generous donation 

from St Peter's Church in Tewin 

which enabled them to resource the 

day effectively.  
 

Inspired by their vision to 'connect children's lives with   

Christian values through exploration, discussion, discovery 

and reflection so that they know how to make good    

choices in their lives and continue on their journey as     

successful, caring citizens of God's world', opportunities 

included: thinking about the importance of the cross and 

new life as they decorated their own crosses and eggs and 

planted seeds; reflecting on the Last Supper as they tasted 

bread and juice, washed one another’s feet and thought 

about friendship and caring for 

each other, and; considering the 

commitment, sacrifice and     

ultimate joy as Jesus journeyed 

through the events of Holy 

Week, through sequencing and 

reflecting on each stage.  
  

The day was rounded off with   

collective worship where the  

learning was shared and        

celebrated. It was a wonderful 

way for the school to end the 

term and take with them the 

blessings that the Easter message brings. 
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Festival Day at St Andrew’s, Biggleswade 
 

Festival Day at St       

Andrew’s Lower, 

Biggleswade was a 

huge success! The 

children across both 

sites demonstrated      

excellent            

understanding of the 

Easter story and the 

significance of the 

cross for Christians. 

The theme this year was 'hope', which the children linked 

to salvation in Jesus through his sacrifice, as well as hope for 

the future. The children described it as, ‘hope for the 

world,’ and ‘hope for all people,’ which is especially        

significant with everything we have all experienced over the 

last couple of years. 
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‘The Good, Bad and Ugly’ Project 

 

As part of the Town Council’s ‘Good, Bad and Ugly Project’, 

Year 4 at St Augusine’s Academy, Dunstable have been 

thinking about what is ‘good, bad and ugly’ about the       

Dunstable area that they live in.  
  

Their work culminated in a presentation to community    

representatives, including the Mayor, town councillors and 

the police, among others. The children voiced their    

presentation beautifully and questioned their visitors about 

how they are working to improve the community. Year 4 

were excellent advocates for their community and wonderful 

ambassadors for St Augustine’s Academy. 
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Commonwealth Service at Westminster 
 

On 14 March, members of the Christ Church School,  

Chorleywood Year 6 School Council attended the       

Commonwealth Service at Westminster Abbey. The school 

had entered a ballot and were given seven tickets. The    

pupils were able to witness the gathering of representatives 

from many countries. During the service there were   

speeches and performances in dedication to the Queen, as 

well as a flag procession of each of the 54 countries. 
 

The children thoroughly enjoyed attending the service and 

learning about the Commonwealth; the countries that are 

part of it and what makes it so special. They even met a few 

famous faces—including Katherine, Duchess of Cambridge 

and David Walliams!  
 

Little Munden’s RE Day 
 

On 15 March, Little 

Munden Primary had 

an RE day to launch 

their newly chosen 

school Bible story: 

The wise man who 

built his house on 

the rock. 
 

As a school, they 

agreed that         

post-covid they would relaunch their values and vision, and 

decided that the story from Matthew chapter 7 sums up 

what they are trying to give the children: solid foundations 

on which to build a fulfilling life. The children were          

encouraged to think about how they are given solid        

foundations, including through the school’s Christian values 

and the people who help them. 
 

All four classes spent the day doing activities based around 

the story of the wise and foolish builders. Activities included; 

rock painting, house building, designing comic strips, rock 

cake baking, and other tasks based around the importance of 

good foundations. 
 

At the end of the afternoon it was wonderful to come     

together in the hall for each class to share what they had 

learnt. 

 

Theatre Returns to Townsend School 
 

Three years since their last school production, School of 

Rock, Townsend School were delighted to run this year’s 

performance of Beauty and the Beast. Rehearsals had been in 

full swing for months, ably directed by Mrs Coates, Mrs 

Giles and Miss Taylor from the Drama and Music           

departments. Mr Hill and Miss Bailey from the Technology 

and Art departments led the set-building and given the 

school hall a beautifully painted village backdrop.  
 

Over 50 students from all year groups were involved and 

all looked forward to show night. 
 

“I am loving playing the role of Gaston. Drama is fun, but this is 

on another level! It’s a really enjoyable experience with great 

teachers teaching us.” Gianni, Year 10 
 

“I have really enjoyed working with the Technology Department 

to build the set. Working with such a specialist team has      

developed my skills and we have created something that we are 

very proud of.” Laura, Year 10 

St Mary’s Climate Justice Artwork 
 

Year 6 at St Mary’s    

Primary, Ware used the 

Christian Aid resources 

for climate justice to 

produce some amazing 

artwork, as well as     

investigating the      

problems in the Solomon 

Islands caused by the rise 

in sea levels.  
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Choir for the Queen 
 

A group of children 

from Years 1, 2 and 3 at                

Hertingfordbury Cow-

per Primary took part in 

the ‘Choir for the 

Queen’ organised by St Paul’s Cathedral. The      children 

sang both the hymn ‘All people that on earth do dwell’ and 

the National Anthem. These were sung as part of the ser-

vice of thanksgiving for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. The 

children received a letter from St. Paul’s Cathedral, thanking 

them for the recordings of their songs. The children and 

Mrs Bennett worked hard to be a part of this special choir. 

St Nicholas’ Jubilee Street Party 
 

The children at St Nicholas School,      Ste-

venage enjoyed a special celebratory ‘street 

party’ picnic on 25 May in honour of the 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. The weather 

stayed dry and a lovely time was had by all. 

 

St John’s Join Local Schools for Special Service  
 

St John’s Primary, Digswell 

were delighted to attend a 

special service at their local 

church with their Pupil      

Parliament on 26 May. They 

joined together with two 

other local primary schools, a     

special school for the deaf 

and the local secondary 

school. Led by Father Rob, all schools contributed to making 

the  service a special celebration. The Pupil Parliament        

confidently taught all of those in attendance how to sing the 

Gloria and shared the  bible reading. This was St John’s first 

joint service post-Covid and it was a joyous and memorable 

morning for everyone. 

Jubilee Fun at St Andrew’s Much Hadham 
 
 

Staff and children at St  

Andrew's Primary School 

in Much  Hadham had a   

wonderful week           

celebrating the Queen's 

Platinum  Jubilee. The 

week started with a special 

collective worship to give 

thanks for the Queen and all her hard work and ended with 

a Jubilee picnic party in the sun. 

St Mary’s Royal Bake-Off! 
 

St Mary's Primary, Northchurch went all 

out for the Queen's  Platinum Jubilee! 
 

The school council organised a royal 

bake-off that had over 50 entries. Harry 

in Year 6 won with his Union Flag cake. 

Later, many of the children donated their cakes to a sale 

that raised over £100 towards the schools Jubilee street 

party. 
 

The school’s ‘Jubilee Day’ was on the 27 May. Each year 

group learned about a different decade of the Queen's reign 

and shared their learning, along with a song from the      

decade, at a wonderful sharing assembly.  
 

Later, the whole school enjoyed a street party lunch and 

even had a special visitor - Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

(Mrs Forsyth)!  
 

Especially after being separated during the ‘bubble’ days of 

Covid, it was wonderful to be fully reunited as a whole 

school community again to celebrate the Queen.  

Cranfield’s Jubilee Celebrations 
 

Cranfield Academy celebrated the Jubilee 

by looking at the life of Queen Elizabeth II 

through the lens of their Christian Vision 

- "life in all its fullness". Children explored 

the life of Her Majesty throughout the 

decades of her reign, looking at how 

Queen Elizabeth is an example of life in all 

its fullness. Each family were gifted a book 

by the school - ‘Queen Elizabeth II - The 

Queen Who Chose to Serve’. The biography highlights the 

Christian faith that has underpinned her remarkable reign and 

is a part of a growing series of ‘Do Great Things for God’ 

books.  

St Paul’s Jubilee Afternoon Tea 
 

 

St Paul’s Primary,           

Chipperfield celebrated the 

Jubilee as a school in the 

week before halt-term. FOSP 

(Friends of St Paul’s School) 

provided afternoon tea and they invited parents and       

Chipperfield residents, including Chipperfield Care. One  

villager commented that he had been able to make contact 

with people that he had lost touch with years ago.   
 

The school were particularly grateful to their Year 6      

leaders, who helped to plan and set up the events, serve teas 

and lead the classes with various activities in the afternoon 

(including old-school, traditional activities such as egg and 

spoon, 3-legged, wheelbarrow and sack races). The school’s 

singing group also added to the entertainment and the day 

ended with everybody singing the National Anthem.   
 

As well as being a wonderful afternoon, it also enabled St 

Paul’s to further embed their Christian values such as       

service, sharing, cooperation and love. They are looking at 

ways to continue to reach out and include the community 

more with events in the future.     
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Focus on Governance 
 

Frequently asked questions at the moment include governor committee structures, and succession planning for the role of 

Chair.  
 

Many governing boards are currently taking the opportunity to review and refresh their ways of working. Your governing 

board may be working on a ‘no committees’ model, or working with two or more committees. Whatever your chosen 

structure, it’s good to check from time to time if your existing structure is still the most effective for you or whether any 

change is needed.   
 

I am also often asked about how to identify the next Chair of Governors, particularly if no one on the current board feels 

able to take on the role. Planning for your next Chair sits within a context of wider succession planning and in a challenging 

recruitment context it is increasingly important for governing boards to think about this ahead of time. In 2022/23 we will 

be offering a session on succession planning for governing boards – more information on this soon. In the meantime, I am 

available to offer advice and suggest resources that can support succession planning.  
 

Do get in touch for any advice on the above or other governance matters (bcopson@stalbans.anglican.org).  

 

Belinda Copson 

Governance Officer 
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Headteacher Changes 
 

A warm welcome this term to our new substantive headteachers: 
 

Joanne Bevis, Carlton Primary; James Inglis, Northaw Primary; Adrian Petty, St Mary’s Primary, North Mymms; Ed     

Wheatley, Raynsford Primary; Sarah Bridgman, Thundridge Primary. 

 
 
 

Our thanks and best wishes accompany those who are leaving or have left their school this term:  
 

Natasha Chiswell, Aldbury Primary; Karen Conolly, Ardeley St Lawrence Primary; Mel Adams, St Mary’s Primary, East    

Barnet; Mandy Evans, St John’s Primary, Lemsford; Chris Macinnes, Northill Primary; Adelaide Yarwood, St Nicholas      

Primary, Stevenage; Jackie Cutler, Thomas Coram Junior School; Caroline Crozier, Victoria Infants School; Mary Westley, 

Welwyn St Mary’s Primary; Katherine Taylor, St Helen’s Primary, Wheathampstead.  

 
 

 

Our appreciation also goes to all those who have, or are about to, step in as interim or acting heads. 

 

St Albans Cathedral Education Team are Looking for Volunteers 
 
 

St Albans Cathedral are looking for volunteers to help them in their award-winning learning department. As one of their 

volunteers you can:  
 

• Be part of a friendly team 

• Meet new people 

• Receive training and support 

• Indulge in your passion, 

• Engage with your local heritage 

 
 

If you enjoy working with children and imparting knowledge, they would love you to join 

them.  

 

Please do get in touch to find out more. You can contact them on: 01727 890212  

or email at: education@stalbanscathedral.org 
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We wish you all a wonderful Summer break 

AND FINALLY... 

Living God’s Love in Education: Enabling Life in all its Fullness 

Distinctively Christian ●   Community Focussed  ●   Serving the Common Good 

Schools Team, Diocese of St Albans, Holywell Lodge, 41 Holywell Hill, St Albans  AL1 1HE 

01727 818170  schools@stalbans.anglican.org 

www.stalbans.anglican.org/schools 

Thoughts for the End of the Year  
 

I write to you at the end of what has been another tumultuous year which has left many of us and our school communities 

feeling slightly dislocated and deeply tired. 
 

As I write, I am putting the final touches to the programme for the Schools Team away day which will focus on the theme 

‘Flourishing through Change’. 
 

I have had the privilege over the past weeks to attend presentations from delegates on the Church School Leadership 

Course (the next cohorts will commence late 2023), the Racial Identity and School Leadership course (Cohort 2 will be 

advertised in September 2022) and the CofEPQH (now regrettably replaced by the DfE PQ programmes). These have been 

inspirational! The depth of honest reflection, the quality of engagement with Christian vision, the wisdom and compassion, 

the articulation of plans for a stronger, better future, all framed within an understanding of Church of England school lead-

ership has at times taken my breath away. This has been such an encouragement to me and I hope it is to you too. Despite 

the challenges of the year, the pandemic, the re-introduction of many systems and processes your staff had learnt to live 

without, the subtle alterations within your communities that have needed to be reset, it has been possible to flourish 

through change and it will, in 2022-23, be possible for flourishing to emerge out of these challenging times. 
 

For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so 

that we would walk in them. Ephesians 2:10 
 

In writing to the Ephesians, Paul reminds them of some Christian truths about 
 

Who we are (‘We are his workmanship’) 

Why we are here (‘for good works’) 

How we are to act (‘that we would walk in them’) 
 

Together, they provide a very simple framework to personally reflect on flourishing through change. The reminder that we 

are created by God, equipped to serve and to do good works, enabled to walk in those good works through a simple rule 

of life based on love, compassion, forgiveness, healing and wholeness, is deeply powerful. In the light of this, change need 

not be feared but can be embraced, understanding that God knows us intimately, has shaped our lives for such a time as 

this and has equipped us to walk through change and still grow. 
 

As we move into a time of rest, reflection and recuperation may we, under the shadow of God’s wing, start to see the first 

fruits of flourishing emerging, even if born out of the challenges and pain of the last 12-24 months, and may that be to the 

benefit of our whole school communities and, yes, even ourselves. 

 
With my deepest thanks and best wishes, 

 

David Morton 

Director of Education 
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