
   NEWS FROM OUR SCHOOLS 

 

St John’s, Watford Share Their Love of Books with Watford Blind Centre’s Residents 
 

As St John’s Primary, Watford continues to establish their new school, their Christian ethos and         

community spirit are both driving forces in creating a loving and supportive atmosphere within the school 

and beyond. An example of this is their link with Watford Blind Centre, who are neighbours situated   

between the church and the school. 
 

The school led Watford Blind Centre’s Harvest Festival in the Autumn term and have now set up regular 

visits for their children to go and read to their residents. This enables the school’s pupils to grow in their 

confidence at reading, and the smiles and applause from residents is extremely rewarding for all. 

Vacancies Webpage 
 

The Vacancies page on the diocesan website gives you an 

additional platform to advertise job openings in your school 

free of charge. The page receives a large number of hits 

each week so do send any vacancies you would like us to 

post to hpuddefoot@stalbans.anglican.org 

St Michael’s, Bishop’s Stortford’s RE Day 
 

Over the last few years, St Michael’s 

Primary in Bishop’s Stortford has been 

holding R.E. days to cover aspects of 

the curriculum in greater depth.      

Previous themes have included the  

Incarnation and Salvation units from 

Understanding Christianity, but this 

year they chose to explore a different 

world faith - Buddhism.  
 

Activities were planned for each year group from         

Foundation Stage to year 6 based around four main themes: 

The Story of the Buddha, Buddhist Teachings, Festivals and   

Worship. The children were also fortunate that the mother 

of a Buddhist family at the school agreed to come and talk 

to every year group. She came dressed in traditional Nepali 

costume and gave an insight into Buddhist teachings, as well 

as demonstrating certain rituals regarding worship.  
 

The day started with an introductory assembly, followed by 

every year group learning about the story of the Buddha 

from story cards, PowerPoints or drama activities. The    

children then worked in their own class or in paired year 

groups on various activities. Governors visited throughout 

the day which ended with the whole school sharing         

assembly. 

Archaeological Discoveries at St Michael’s  
 

Historically significant Roman finds have been discovered at 

St Michael’s Primary School in St Albans, as the school    

undergoes major redevelopment work to expand to a     

one-form entry school. Archaeologist James Fairbairn     

arrived on the site on 5th March and was soon able to    

inform the school that the dig had produced exciting finds, 

including the corner of the main façade of the basilica, dating 

from 79AD and the late Roman portico, which extends over 

Roman Watling Street.  
 

Alison Rafferty, the headteacher of St Michael’s School said, 

‘We are delighted that our project at St Michael’s has     

unearthed such amazing secrets of national significance. It is 

incredible to think that St Michael’s children have been   

playing football on top of a Roman basilica for so many 

years! We are working closely with Historic England, our 

architect and builders to ensure that the sensitive           

construction of the classrooms can help to preserve these 

finds ‘in situ’. We are also looking at ways to incorporate a 

viewing area within the classrooms to bring this living     

history into the educational provision at St Michael’s for 

future generations.’  
 

Clemency Cooper from Oxford Archaeology shared the 

information with the children of St Michael’s. The children 

were fascinated to see some of the artefacts that have been 

discovered, such as 6 Roman coins, the handle of an       

amphora and most unusually, a tile revealing a paw print of a 

Roman dog! Over the next week the children will be taken 

on to the site to see the basilica and portico for themselves.  

Welwyn St Mary’s Stained Glass Windows 
 

This term, year 6 pupils at Welwyn St 

Mary’s created beautiful stained glass      

windows out of tissue paper. The windows 

depicted the Creation Story and were made 

as part of their Understanding Christianity 

work. The year was split into several 

groups, with each group being given a      

different part of Creation to represent. Each group also 

wrote a poem to accompany their window.  



St Giles’ Primary’s Church Sleepover 
 

Children from Years 3 to 6 at St 

Giles’ C of E Primary School, South 

Mymms took part in a sleepover at 

St Giles’ Church to raise awareness 

and money for Centrepoint, a 

homeless charity. Teaching Assistant 

Toni Johnson suggested the idea  

after seeing people sleeping on the streets in London.  
 

The 38 children took sleeping bags, pillows, camping mats, 

torches, card games and teddies. Snacks and hot chocolate 

were brought out on trays for them whilst they played   

traditional games such as Chinese Whispers and cards.  
 

Toni said: “We all had a great night and took time to think 

of all those who would be without a roof over their heads.”  
 

Each child was sponsored by family and friends to sleep in 

the church. After collecting in all the sponsorship money, 

the school has managed to beat its £300 target by raising 

over £1000. 
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Wrestlingworth’s Sacred Space Blessing 
 

In their last Collective Worship 

with Revd Canon Lindsay Dew 

before his retirement,           

Wrestlingworth Lower’s children 

were delighted to participate in 

the official blessing of the school’s   

beautiful Sacred Space.  
 

The whole school had been working hard to have the special 

area ready. The children had painted individual stones and 

made fish decorations, parents volunteered time to paint the 

fence panels and furniture and school staff consulted the      

children, planned the layout and organised the specialist, 

finishing touches. 
 

The sacred space is available daily as a place for peace and 

reflection. Additionally, the space is used for teaching; Acorn 

Class trialled the space as a wedding venue when learning 

about celebrations in their Religious Education lessons. 

Watoto Choir Visit Edwinstree School 
 

Edwinstree Middle School were 

thrilled to welcome Watoto 

Choir for a performance of     

African music and celebration, 

which helped to raise funds for 

the Watoto charity working with 

Ugandan orphans. The best     

singers from the Watoto villages travel abroad each year to 

perform in the Watoto Choir.   
 

Their students were exceptionally excited to see and work 

with the children and their carers over a two day period. 

The Choir arrived in the morning, had school lunch, and also 

an evening meal courtesy of the Edwinstree School Parent 

Association. The school held a non-uniform day to help raise 

funds for the charity, and a number of students acted as 

‘Watoto buddies’ escorting the Choir members around the 

school. The Evening Concert was completely sold out and 

was a huge success. The Choir’s colourful, exhilarating and 

thought-provoking performance was a pleasure to behold.  

Easter with Cockernhoe’s Reception Class 
 

The Reception Class in Cockernhoe School 

have been thinking about ‘happy and sad’ in 

their R.E. lessons. They recently focused on 

this whilst retelling and acting out the Easter 

story. The following are some quotes from 

the children, entirely in their own words: 
 

‘Everybody was happy and waving palm leaves and shouting 

Hosanna’; ‘He shared the bread with his friends. This is my 

body. Please eat it.’; ‘Jesus had a cup and he said this is my 

blood, drink it’; ‘Everybody shouted crucify him, crucify 

him’; ‘He got nailed to the cross’; ‘They put him in a tomb’; 

‘He came alive and His friends were happy’.  
 

This shows that we are never too young to learn the Easter 

story! 

Our Schools have also... 
   

Cockernhoe Endowed Primary have formed a          

Collective Worship Group with some of their year 6 pupils. 
 

Holywell Middle School held a ‘Widening Opportunities 

Day’ exploring some aspects of PSHCE and to try out 

something new. 
 

St Nicholas’, Elstree looked at Daniel in the Lion’s Den 

with their Nursery children as part of their Understanding 

Christianity work. 
 

Renhold Primary held a Science Week, including running 

a science fair for pupils to showcase their work. 

Teaching the Trinity at St John’s, Radlett 
 

To help develop understanding of the 

Trinity for the whole school        

community, St John’s Infant and 

Nursery School decided to hold a 

‘Trinity Day’. The day before, a time 

of worship was led by a member of 

staff who spoke about Pentecost and the Holy Spirit coming 

to help Christians live their lives, which was demonstrated 

by using a hair dryer to fill a large material ball!  
 

On the day itself, the youth leader from St John’s church, 

Radlett led worship to introduce the day. The children then 

split into groups of mixed ages. The groups visited different 

classrooms to explore the Holy Trinity with a variety of art 

and craft activities. One group created stain glass, making a 

Trinity symbol, whilst another used lolly sticks to make   

triangles showing the three aspects of the Trinity. The third 

group made a hand to represent the Father, a cross to   

represent the Son and a flame to represent the Holy Spirit, 

which were attached to each other. It was an exciting time 

of learning that helped to develop everybody’s               

understanding of this difficult subject.  
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Focus on Governance 
 

Available now: a new governance resource from the Church 

of England Foundation for Educational Leadership (CEFEL).  

Ethos Enhancing Outcomes: Exploring 17 Governance 

Leadership Issues is available to buy from the CEFEL    

website https://www.cefel.org.uk/visionresources/ (click on 

the Vision Resources online order form and the governance    

resource is Activity 8. Unit price £7.80 and can be copied within 

organisations).  
 

This 31-page booklet approaches governance through      

reflective questioning and has been designed to be used very 

flexibly to suit local needs and help you address real issues. 

It is something to dip into: you could incorporate part of it 

into a governor training event, include a couple of focused 

questions from it as part of a Governing Body agenda item, 

or pick out a section to help you work through a particular 

local situation.   
 

I was one of a small team of governance professionals who 

worked on this resource with CEFEL but hasten to add I 

have no financial interest in its sales! I do think it is a really 

useful tool for governors, as its flexibility means it can be 

used across a range of local situations in ways that you 

choose. Whilst it could be used by any school, there is a 

particular focus on governance from a Christian perspective, 

within the Church of England Vision for Education. I        

encourage you to explore what this 

might offer to your governing board.  
 

I would love to hear feedback from 

anyone using the resource, or to talk 

about ways you might do so. Do get in 

touch if you’d like to discuss some 

options for how you could use this 

locally.   
 

Belinda Copson 

Governance Officer 
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DSAMAT Welcomes Totternhoe 
  

The Diocese of St Albans  

Multi-Academy Trust were 

extremely pleased to        

welcome Totternhoe CE      

Academy to the Trust on 1st 

February 2018. The school 

marked the occasion with a 

special celebration. The Ven 

Janet Mackenzie, Archdeacon of Hertford, attended the 

event, and the school took a moment to give thanks for all 

that it has been and all that it will be in the future. 

Cranfield’s ‘iSingPOP’ Experience 
 

The children of Cranfield Church of England Academy 

were excited to hold their very first 'iSingPOP' Concert on 

Friday 2nd February 2018. In conjunction with the Cranfield 

Church of St Peter and St Paul, the Worship and              

Values singing and recording project brought together the 

school, church and community in the production of their 

very own album! The children thoroughly enjoyed singing, 

dancing and performing. The   

messages given in the songs link 

well to the Christian values based 

environment within which     

Cranfield look to see their pupils 

flourish. The children now love to 

listen to their album as they enter 

the hall for worship each day.  

Renhold’s Assistant Head Wins Award 
 

Renhold VC Primary School are delighted to announce that 

their Assistant Headteacher, Miss Lisa Larham, has won a 

national teaching award.  
 

In the National Design and Technology Excellence Awards 

2018, organised by the Design and Technology Association, 

she has won the award for ‘Inspirational teaching of design 

and technology – Primary’. Lisa will receive her award at a 

ceremony in London in March. 
 

Miss Larham joined the school as a newly qualified teacher 

in 2011 and shortly afterwards her talent for teaching    

Design and Technology was recognised as she won a     

national award for ‘Outstanding Newcomer’. She has helped 

to develop an excellent D&T curriculum throughout the 

school, and her lessons are both creative and engaging.  

The Diocesan Resource Centre 
 

The Resource Centre is based at 

Holywell Lodge and has a wide 

range of items available to         

borrow and use in your schools. 

You will find collections of       

artefacts covering the six major 

world faiths, ideal for classroom 

displays, as well as resources for 

children to handle and  explore. We have a large number of 

Godly Play boxes which can help in the telling of Bible    

stories and exploring seasonal celebrations such as     

Christmas and Easter. For more information on Godly Play, 

please see www.godlyplay.uk. The Centre also houses story 

bags, big books, puppets, posters, CDs, DVDs and a large 

selection of books providing material for collective worship 

and RE. We are beginning to catalogue the contents of the 

Centre and the Resource Centre page on our website will 

be added to regularly: 

www.stalbans.anglican.org/schools/holywell-lodge. To ask 

about availability or to enquire about resources that we 

may have for a specific topic, please email Ruth on:        

rgarman@stalbans.anglican.org. 
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We wish you all a joyous Easter. 

AND FINALLY... 

CEFEL National Education Conference 
 

The Schools Team attended the Church of England     

Foundation for Educational Leadership’s National Education 

Conference on Thursday 1st February 2018. This event 

was a chance for educational leaders from across the   

country to come together and be equipped, refreshed, 

make new connections and develop their skills. Keynote 

speeches from Amanda Spielman, The Rt Revd Stephen 

Cottrell and Dame Julia Cleverdon exploring what it means 

to be ‘Called, Connected and Committed’ were           

complemented by a range of practical group workshops.  

Headteacher Changes 
 

A warm welcome to our new headteachers this term: 
 

Sarah Wickens at Great Gaddesden Primary; Andrea Ward 

at Renhold Lower; Gary Stanley at Tring, Bishop Wood.  

 

Our thanks and best wishes for the future accompany 

those to whom we will say goodbye at the end of this term: 
 

Jane Anderson at Caldecote Academy and Jo Farbon at     

Cranfield Academy. 
 

Thank you also to those who have stepped in to act as  

interim heads for our schools this term: 
 

Anita Whitehurst at Caldecote Academy; Louisa Ingram at 

Potten End Primary; Helen Lockham at Wareside Primary; 

Sheila Kaznowski at Wymington St Lawrence Lower. 

Annual Headteacher Conference 2018 
 

We are very much looking forward to welcoming many 

diocesan headteachers to the Annual Headteacher        

Conference, taking place on the 25th April 2018 at        

Putteridge Bury, Luton. It will be a day to pause, reflect and 

network as we explore the theme, ‘Educating for Hope’.  

 

Highlights will include keynote addresses from Father       

Richard Peers which will provide an ideal context for those 

preparing for the implementation of the new SIAMS     

framework and its emphasis on the national Church of  

England Vision for Education.  
 

We encourage all our headteachers to take this             

opportunity for ‘time out’ and invaluable contact with     

diocesan colleagues. 
 

There is still time to book onto the conference if you   

haven’t already. Email Ruth Garman at:                          

rgarman.stalbans.anglican.org. 

Mrs A Staiano, 04.03.1968 – 04.03.2018 
 

The life of Mandy Staiano was one of vibrant colour and 

joy. As Co-headteacher at St Catherine’s Hoddesdon, she 

led with courage and determination to ensure that every 

child was cherished and the school flourished. Her love for 

the world and life in all its fullness was reflected in the   

services held to celebrate her life and we would like to  

extend our deepest sympathies to her family and friends. 

Her particular passion for music and singing is to be            

commemorated in a music suite in memory of her, so that 

children can develop their own love of music. Mandy     

expressed a wish that a music room should also             

incorporate a ‘sanctuary’ where people could go to find 

peace and space in their busy lives. The school intend to 

develop and extend the existing music room to do just 

that. If you would like to help St Catherine’s turn this 

dream into a reality, all donations will be gratefully        

received. Please visit:  
 

https://gofundme.com/stcaths 

‘Christ Died for All’ (2 Corinthians 5:14) 
 

Recently, I had the privilege of hearing Elaine Storkey, a Christian philosopher, sociologist and theologian, speak on the 

Church’s prophetic calling. One thing she said, which deeply resonated with me, was that the Bible contains/promotes a 

theology of equal significance. In simple terms this means that everyone is equally valued by God, equally loved and       

cherished; God is equally accessible by all who seek Him and follow Him. 
 

As Church schools we seek to offer a countercultural Christian vision for education, one which is community focussed and 

serves the common good. In doing so we promote an education for Wisdom, Hope, Community, Dignity and Respect. At 

the heart of this vision is the theology of equal significance, a theology that compels us to offer an education for all, meeting 

the needs of all our pupils and the local community.  As Christ died for all, so we, as Church schools, seek to value, love 

and cherish all whom we educate, so they can grow into the people that God created them to be.  
 

David Morton 

Director of Education 
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