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Broxbourne Primary Pupil Wins NATRE’s National Art Competition 
 

Finnegan Murphy from Broxbourne Primary is one of the winners of the National ‘Spirited Arts’       

competition. The competition is held annually by the National Association of Teachers of Religious    

Education (NATRE) to get people thinking about Religious Education through art. Paul Miller, 

Headteacher at Broxbourne Primary, said “We are delighted that Finn has been recognised as a winner. 

The competition is a brilliant opportunity for our children to explore and develop their understanding of 

faith and Christianity. Finn enjoys RE and is currently learning about the Creation Story.” Finnegan’s 

painting was entitled ’Supersonic Listener’, and his accompanying caption reads: ‘I say my prayers to God. I 

saw Him in church once. He has supersonic listening. He made me feel very happy.’ Congratulations Finnegan!  

Vacancies Webpage 
 

The Vacancies page on the diocesan website gives you an 

additional platform to advertise job openings in your school 

free of charge. The page receives a large number of hits 

each week, so do send any vacancies you would like us to 

post to hpuddefoot@stalbans.anglican.org 

Teacher from India Visits 2 Schools 
  

In 2015, Aston St Mary’s created 

a friendship link with St Mary’s 

School in Singla, Darjeeling. 

They raised funds to help the 

school to purchase computer 

equipment and pay for medical 

treatment for a pupil who was badly scarred in an accident. 

St Mary’s is located in the tea gardens of Singla in the     

Himalayan foothills. The school was founded and is run by 

the CJ Sisters: their principal is assisted by three sisters plus 

fourteen teachers. 480 students are enrolled there, and they 

have an excellent reputation for discipline and education 

results. They receive no financial help from local             

government and are reliant entirely on donations. 
 

Lucy Keen, a teacher from Aston St Mary’s, visited India in 

2016 and stayed at the school for a few weeks. During that 

time she became good friends with one of the teachers, 

Sudhina Sabba, and invited her to visit the UK as soon as the 

necessary permissions could be obtained. 
 

When Barbara Swann took over as headteacher at         

Benington Primary in 2017 she encouraged a friendship link 

to be made between the school and St Mary’s, Singla also.  
 

On 13 October, Sudhina travelled to England to visit for ten 

days. She came into Aston St Mary’s to meet the pupils and 

observe the lessons as well as spending an afternoon at   

Benington Primary. She really enjoyed the experience and 

has taken back some ideas to try at her school. 

 

Bicentenary Celebration at St Catherine’s 
 

St Catherine’s Primary School, 

Hoddesdon celebrated its 200-year 

anniversary on 22 October 2018.   

Pupils processed to church for a    

special celebratory service, before 

heading back to school for a party.  
 

The history of St Catherine’s goes back to 1818, when Mrs 

Easter Jones established a Trust to build a school. She bought 

a site on the east side of Ware Valley (now Amwell Street), 

just south of Woollens Brook, built the school and endowed 

it with £1,000.  
 

In 1856 an inspection of the Easter Jones School concluded it 

was no longer large enough to satisfy demand. A proposal 

was made to the Committee of the Council on Education to 

build a new school for 120 girls. A building grant was secured 

in 1857 and, with further fundraising, a Girls’ National School 

was built in 1858. By 1930 the School had taken on the name 

of St Paul’s Infant School. 
 

In 1968 Haslewood Junior School was 

set up in Burford Street and in 1971 

St Paul’s Infants School moved to new 

buildings on the Haslewood site. The 

schools merged in 2003 to become St        

Catherine’s Primary School. 
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Museum Hoddesdon 

St John’s have a Back to School Eucharist 
 

In September, St John’s, Digswell     

celebrated a special ‘back to school’ 

Eucharist at St John’s Church. The 

school were extremely excited that 

the Bishop of Hertford was able to 

join them for the service. Readings 

and prayers were led by year 6   

pupils and the children all enjoyed learning about the 

school’s patron saint, Saint John. 
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St Giles’ Visit Ypres and Northern France 
 

On 22 October, a group of year 3 to year 

6 children from St Giles’, South Mimms 

departed on a trip to Belgium and    

Northern France to visit the World War 

One battlefield sites. This gave the pupils a 

chance to grasp the huge affect that the war had on the  

people of Europe and the enormous loss of life that it      

resulted in. The children were able to visit real trenches and 

dugouts, and see first hand the many cemeteries. The trip 

helped the children to understand why it is so important to 

remember members of the armed forces who have died in 

the line of duty. Lest we forget. 

St John’s, Radlett Create a Poppy Field 
 

St John’s Infant School, Radlett created a 

beautiful poppy field to commemorate 

the centenary of World War One. Every 

child created a poppy made out of    

plastic bottles, which they then painted 

with acrylics. 

Clifton All Saints’ Learn About the Poppy 
 

On 6 November the entire school 

at Clifton All Saints’ came         

together to learn more about the 

poppy and why it is worn.  
 

Children in Robins and KS1 learnt 

songs from the World Wars and created stained-glass    

poppies and other craft items for the school entrance hall 

display. In KS2, the two classes worked on Acrostic poems 

to represent Remembrance Day and the reasons that we 

wear the poppy.  
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Remembrance Sunday in Cranfield 
 

Cranfield CE Academy's mission to 

be 'at the heart of Cranfield Village' 

came to life this Remembrance     

Sunday. Marking the centenary of 

the end of World War One, in           

conjunction with Holywell School, 

the Academy opened the doors of 

its Saint Peter's site for a very special 'Gallery of                 

Remembrance'. Attended by up to 500 people during the 

morning and early afternoon, visitors were delighted by the 

array of artwork on display, contributed to by children aged 

from 2 to 14 years old, and were able to come together in 

reflection with tea, coffee and cakes donated by local shops 

and the village cafe.  
 

For the first time in memory, Cranfield Academy's school 

children proudly sang at the Remembrance Parade          

itself, shortly after the two minutes silence. This event was 

a testament to the school’s commitment to being          

community focused and serving the common good. 

St Mary’s Junior’s Remembrance Week 
 

Staff at St Mary’s Junior School, Ware 

planned a reflective week of learning based 

on the children's novel ‘War Game’, a book 

about World War One by Michael       

Foreman. Parents were invited in to the 

school to share poems, stories, art work 

and replicas of the trenches, and the children planted       

hand-made poppies and observed two minutes of silence. A              

commemorative plaque was placed under a clay poppy design 

and displayed in the entrance to the school – a lasting tribute 

to the fallen.  

Remembrance Week at St Ippolyt’s 
 

St Ippolyts School marked the 

centenary of the end of World 

War One with a special     

remembrance week. 
 

They created a display to   

decorate a shop window in Hitchin alongside other local 

schools. The display paid tribute to the men of the parish 

who fought and died in the First World War. 
 

The exterior of the school was decorated with poppies 

made by the children and a ‘Peace Rose’, which had been 

donated by Hitchin Rotary, was planted. 
 

The Young Worship group led a Remembrance Collective 

Worship, reciting ‘Where the Poppies Grow’, sharing their 

reflections and poems and leading the school in prayer and 

song. Just before Remembrance weekend, the whole school 

embarked on a day of prayer and reflection based on Peace 

and Reconciliation, with ten prayer stations set up across 

school and church. 
 

A visiting theatre group performed an emotive drama called 

‘Lest we Forget’. They incorporated a range of curriculum 

areas to bring to life this period of history through story 

telling.  
 

Remembrance themed enrichment activities were threaded 

across the curriculum, including historical enquiry, building 

trenches, writing prayers and more. The whole project    

culminated in an exhibition in the main foyer of the school, 

ensuring that the children of St Ippolyts ‘will remember 

them’. 

Townsend Reflect on Remembrance Day 
 

In November, Townsend School reflected on Remembrance 
Day. Years 9 and 10 History students watched a performance 
about the life of a First World War ‘Tommy’ and the social    
reforms that resulted from the war. They also reflected and 
recorded their thoughts on what the Great War means to 
them on poppies as part of a History display.  

 

The St Albans and Harpenden Christian Education Project 
(STEP) ran a ‘Remembrance’ STEP Café in the Discovery    
centre at lunchtime during the week, covering a range of   
topics such as peace and freedom.  
 

Assistant Headteacher Mr. Buckland delivered a moving     
Collective Worship on showing gratitude to the bravery of 
First World War soldiers, and pupils and staff also attended a 
Remembrance service in the Hall which included a minute’s 
silence. 

Remembrance Day 



 

  NEWS FROM OUR SCHOOLS 

Seeds of Joy at St Augustine’s Academy 
 

St Augustine’s CE Academy are         

passionate about their school garden. 

As many as 40 pupils attend their 

Gardening Club each week, where 

they learn important life skills such as: 

‘perseverance’ - continually attending 

to weeds; ‘patience’ - watching their seeds grow; and 

‘collaboration’ - working together as a team. Throughout 

the year the Gardening Club have grown many vegetables, 

including radishes, onions and beetroot; these have been 

served, from the school’s canteen, as part of their school 

dinners.  
 

Recently, St Augustine’s pupils were delighted to receive a 

‘Highly Commended’ certificate from Dunstable in Bloom 

for their gardening efforts. 
 

Harvest was a time to be thankful. St Augustine’s Harvest 

Display was topped with their school-grown pumpkins 

which pupils carved with a cross, to remind them of God’s 

wonderful provision.  

Our Schools Have Also… 
 
 

St Mary’s Junior School, Ware held a       

Macmillan coffee morning for the school        

community. They raised a fantastic amount of 

money for the charity, in excess of £700!  
 

The children and staff at St Andrew’s Lower 

School, Biggleswade went green for the 

Bishop’s Harvest Appeal ‘Give Peas a Chance’. 

They raised over £460, as well as donating 

food to the Bedfordshire Food Aid Network.  
 

Welwyn St Mary’s Primary created    

beautiful banners to mark the launch of      

Understanding Christianity in their school. 
 

Ardeley St Lawrence have a new member 

of staff… Miss Honey, an 11 week old     

golden Labrador who will help with reading 

and mental health. She is part of the schools 

new mental wellbeing strategy. 
 

St Michael’s, St Alban’s new dining facilities that opened 

in October 2017 have been awarded a Commendation in 

the Trevelyan Prize category of the St Albans Civic Society’s 

Awards for 2017.  
 

Congratulations to Bishop Wood, Tring who have been 

awarded the Primary Science Quality Mark! 
 

St John’s, Lemsford’s Three Faiths Tour  
 

On 9 October, the two KS2 classes 

at St John’s, Lemsford went on a  

Three Faiths Tour in Bedford.   

During the day they visited a    

gurdwara, a mosque and a church, 

appreciating a warm welcome at 

each. They enjoyed a tour,    

presentation and Q&A session with 

the faith leaders at each building. 

The children enjoyed sharing their previous knowledge about 

each religion, and learning more about how followers of each 

religion showed their faith and dedication. They asked 

thought-provoking questions and were respectful        

throughout. It was an informative and enlightening day which 

helped them to learn about and understand how different 

faiths set within one community can harmoniously live and 

work together.  

Kensworth Take a Trip to CYE 
 

On 5 November, years 5 and 6    

children at Kensworth CE Academy 

set off on a trip to Christian Youth 

Enterprises (CYE) Sailing Centre, 

near Chichester. 
 

The children took part in a range of 

activities including kayaking, sailing and tunnelling in        

Europe’s longest underground play tunnels. 
 

The food was home cooked and very welcome after the 

outdoor activities. The children all sat together with the 

instructors and were invited to share prayers before eating. 
 

Downtime was equally engaging; a night walk spent         

stargazing and listening to the Creation story, an evening 

campfire with entertaining songs, plenty of football and a 

film in the snug wrapped in duvets with a hot chocolate! 

Tring School Reflect on Hope 
 

In November, Tring School encouraged each tutor group to 

discuss what 'hope' means to them. Each class created their 

own representation of what this might look like, including 

personally designed photos, quotations, anagrams and      

posters to be used as a display in the hall where Collective 

Worship is carried out. The discussions have sparked        

interesting debates around social and moral development 

within the community and the wider world and will         

eventually be used as a focal point where students can reflect 

during Collective Worship.  

Incarnation Week at Cockernhoe 
 

In November, Cockernhoe School had a    

special RE learning week focussed on         

Incarnation. It started with a dance workshop 

in which all the children worked in groups to 

compose a contemporary dance to interpret 

“Light of the World”.  
 

In music, the whole school created a vocal piece, starting 

with ‘unison’ and ‘call and response’ ideas showing God and 

man as separate beings and gradually bringing parts together 

to sing in harmony, representing the incarnation. 
 

Many activities and discussions took place in the            

classroom. Reception thought about Jesus as a baby and 

then as a man, and years 1 and 2 made advent wreaths. In 

KS2, years 3 and 4 learnt about the Holy Trinity and      

discussed the baptism of Jesus, and years 5 and 6 learnt 

about the transfiguration of Jesus. 
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Focus on Governance 
 

This term, we include an ‘at a glance’ guide to some of the FAQ we receive about foundation governor appointments:    
 

 Can you find us a governor? Not directly, no. The idea of a ‘bank’ of candidates is a persistent myth! Contact us 

though for locally tailored advice on recruitment, and view our briefing paper first: www.stalbans.anglican.org/wp-

content/uploads/GOV-3-1718-Foundation-Governors-Governor-recruitment.pdf  

 

 When should we tell you about our new foundation governors? Before they are appointed. Please contact us 

when you have a vacancy coming up. We help ensure that foundation appointments are within statutory regulations, 

the requirements of diocesan policy, and charity law. See our guidance: www.stalbans.anglican.org/wp-content/

uploads/Foundation-Governor-Appointment-Process.pdf  
 

 Is an appointment form really necessary? Yes. Current requirements of charity law and of safeguarding mean 

that all foundation governors must complete our application form before appointments can be confirmed. This      

includes the ‘eligibility to serve’ declaration (a legal requirement) and the ethos declaration (a diocesan requirement). 

Download forms here: www.stalbans.anglican.org/schools/governance/  
 

 We’re an academy; how do we find out how our foundation governor appointments work? Your       

academy articles hold the key information; we advise on the practicalities. Each set of academy articles is unique and 

we can guide you through sometimes complex appointment routes.  
 

Finally, we encourage newer foundation governors to sign up for our short introduction to roles, responsibilities and      

resources. The next date for this course is Tuesday 26 March, an evening at All Nations College, Ware. Details here, 

https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/schools/courses/ or contact Ruth Garman to book a place rgarman@stalbans.anglican.org   
 

Belinda Copson,  

Governance Officer  

  NEWS FROM THE SCHOOLS  TEAM 

Headteacher Changes 
 

A warm welcome to our new headteachers and heads of school this term: Olivia Bates at Kensworth Academy; 

Sonia Singh at Layston First; Andy McBurnie at Manshead Academy; Caroline Sledge at Meppershall Academy; Sarah Gent at 

Northill Lower; Helen Gillingham at St Andrew’s Primary, Stanstead Abbots; Adelaide Yarwood at St Nicholas’ Primary,   

Stevenage; Hannah Orton at St Mary’s Junior, Ware; Alex Prior at Wenlock Juniors; Sarah Bush at St Lawrence Primary,   

Wymington. Welcome also to Nicola O’Hare at Sarratt Primary and Kanshana Gamage at Wareside Primary in their new 

roles as substantive heads. 
 

Our thanks and best wishes for the future accompany those to whom we will say goodbye this Christmas: 

Shirley McGinty at Ashton St Peter’s Primary; Ginny Gilks at Bromham Primary; Philip Asher at Hormead First; Vicki Lunnis 

at Preston Primary; Lyn Stark at St Andrew’s, Hertford; Jamie Brown at St Helen’s, Wheathampstead. 
 

Our appreciation also goes out to all those who have, or are about to, step in as interim or acting heads. 

160 Years at Tonwell St Mary’s Primary 
 

The school community at Tonwell St Mary’s Primary      

celebrated the school’s 160th anniversary in September. 

The school was first opened in 1858. 
 

The children enjoyed learning about what life might have 

been like for a pupil attending the school in the Victorian 

era, with support from outreach teachers at Hitchin Schools 

Museum. The school log-book was an inspirational historical 

source bringing lessons to life 

for their classes.  
 

The school also welcomed 

members of the community, 

church and former pupils to 

enjoy refreshments and a tour 

of the school. 

Bishop Alan Blesses St John’s New Building 
 

On 19 August the Bishop of St Albans led 

the blessing and dedication of St John’s   

Watford’s new school building. The event 

was extremely well attended by current and 

new families, governors and long term     

supporters of the school. Readings were led 

by Chair of Governors Julie Griffiths and 

Headteacher Helen Langeveld, and the    

Address was given by David Morton, Diocesan Director of 

Education. The children contributed to the service by reading 

poetry about the importance of words. Bishop Alan blessed 

and sprinkled the school building and ground with Holy     

Water brought from the Wells at the Shrines of our Lady of 

Lourdes in France and Our Lady of Walsingham in Norfolk. 

After joining in with the singing of hymns and prayers,        

everybody enjoyed light refreshments in the new school hall. 
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We wish you all a Christmas full of peace and joy. 

Spring Term 2019 Courses 
 

Courses coming up in the Spring term: 

 16 January: Networking Breakfast at Marston 

Moretaine 

 17 January: Vexatious Complaints at Marston 

Moretaine 

 24 January: School Improvement through SIAMS at 

Holywell Lodge 

 30 January: Collective Worship in Schools at    

Holywell Lodge 
 

More information on all of our courses can be found here: 

www.stalbans.anglican.org/schools/schools-team-courses/.  
 

For any course bookings please contact Ruth Garman at 

rgarman@stalbans.anglican.org  

AND FINALLY... 

Life in All its Fullness 
 

Each Christmas we celebrate the mystery that God, in 

Christ, was prepared to come and live amongst us. Why did 

Jesus come? One answer, provided by Jesus himself, is found 

in the middle of John’s gospel. Jesus says: 
 

‘I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly’ John 

10:10b (RSV) 
 

What does this mean? The Blue Letter Bible goes some way 

to describing what abundant life is: 
 

A. Over and above, more than is necessary, superadded. 

    i. Exceeding abundantly, supremely 

    ii. Something further, more, much more than all, more plainly 

B. Superior, extraordinary, surpassing, uncommon  

    i. Pre-eminence, superiority, advantage, more eminent, more  

      remarkable, more excellent 
 

It is a reminder both of the grace of God and the love that 

He has for us, and His formative and transformative power 

to change lives. There is, Jesus reveals to us, a more         

excellent way. 
 

After Christmas, the Board of Education will launch its new 

vision statement. At the heart of this vision is the belief, 

rooted in the Christmas narrative, that Jesus came to bring 

life in all its fullness and abundance. May you personally     

experience both the joy of Christmas and the reality of 

knowing the fullness of life that Christ brings.  
 

David Morton 

Director of Education 

Church School Harvest Services 
 

A huge thank you to all who attended our Harvest        

Celebration services this year and helped to make it the 

joyful occasion that it was. Just under 2000 pupils and staff 

from 57 schools across the diocese attended one of the 

three services held on Monday 1 and Tuesday 2 October. It 

was wonderful to see so many gathered together to      

worship and celebrate Harvest in the beautiful setting of St 

Albans Cathedral. Many schools participated in the services 

by doing readings, prayers or performing a song, and    

worship was led by Tony Crosby and his fantastic        

combined choir of pupils from St Mary’s High, Cheshunt 

and Holy Trinity, Waltham Cross.  

Resources of Interest 
 

We are delighted to present a new section on our website, 

where we will post information and links to external     

resources, events and opportunities of interest: 

www.stalbans.anglican.org/schools/resources-for-schools/ 

Schools Team Twitter Account 
 

Do follow us on Twitter at @stalbansdioedu  

Welcome, Great Barford CE Academy! 
 

Earlier this term, we officially welcomed Great Barford CE 

Primary Academy into our diocesan family of schools.  

Advance Warning! 
 

Making a difference – Mission, Families and Schools 
 

The Mission, Families and Schools Designated Fund has 

been created by the Board of Education to enable Church 

Schools across the Diocese of St Albans to apply for grant 

funding to support activities that promote creative and  

innovative approaches to worship, prayer and the          

development of community. 
 

Schools will be able to apply for small grants in one of three 

funding streams, with a fourth being reserved for slightly 

larger grants of up to £1000. Further details will be sent to 

schools in late February, with the first application round 

opening in April 2019. 
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