Online Ideas and
Services
Cribs, Christingles, Children, Carols… and
Covid

Introduction
Over the past few weeks and months many of us will have
become accustomed to a 'mixed-mode' approach to worship
services: they are available online and 'in person' in our
buildings.
There are a number of methods of doing this, and the approach
will depend on budget for equipment, layout of the building,
perceived need, and practical issues such as WiFi coverage.
One method is to livestream a service that is happening from
the building.
Another is to pre-record a service and upload it online. This
service is then repeated in some way in the building.
Another is to not upload a whole service online, but some
element of it - perhaps a sermon and prayers: this simple
approach saves time around making hymns available and
editing the video.
A significant aspect to consider, especially with regard to carols,
is that there are some things you can do online that are not
possible or more difficult at this time in the building: the
obvious one is singing along to your favourite carols. For this
reason some people might prefer an online Zoom carol
singalong with a glass of sherry in their warm kitchen, to
travelling to church to watch others sing and not be able to join
in.
Of course, there is something special about gathering together
in person and in a church building: weigh up the pros and cons,
do what you can without attempting what you can't!

Zoom Carol Singalong.
Have an online Zoom carol singing party. People can bring
beverages and festive food and gather in front of the monitor.
This can work for all ages. Here are some tips:
Have people send in requests ahead of time. The leader
finds choral settings of the requested Christmas carols on
the A Church Near You resource Hub and has them all
ready to go.
Help your social media presence by having a Facebook or
Twitter poll of favourite carols.
The leader shares their screen and clicks the “share
computer sound” button, and plays each video. Everyone
mutes themselves and sings along at home. (It feels less silly
singing alone if you have a choral setting accompanying
you.)
After three or four videos, take a chat/refill your glass break
and send people to breakout rooms for ten minutes. Then
come back and do another round of Christmas carols.
Think of online games with a message that you might play a PowerPoint based Christmas Quiz with a final question
that allows for a 3 minute homily.
Remember to get word out of the service in plenty of time use QR codes (https://forqrcode.com/) to help people find
the link to the service as well as making it obvious on social
media.

A Church Near You
Your 'A Church Near You' page (https://www.achurchnearyou.com/mychurches/) may be getting a lot of hits around Christmas time. Typically it
will appear at the top of a Google search if someone types in 'Church
in...' and then the name of your village, town or parish. Normally it will
even appear above even bespoke church websites with nice domain
names!
For that reason remember to add all your services on your page under
the events section. Remember to utilise the page for online giving too.
The resource hub
As part of A Church Near You there is the resource hub
(https://www.achurchnearyou.com/hub/home/). Here you can find
hymns (and will find carols) provided by St. Martin-in-the-Fields and the
Royal School of Church Music. There is talk of there being contemporary
hymns and worship songs made available here soon too...
There are Church of England logos, videos that can be generated, and
other campaign help.
Comfort and Joy
The Church of England national campaign for Advent and Christmas will
be themed around 'Comfort and Joy.'
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/church-resources/preparingadvent-christmas-2020-comfort-and-joy
Expect daily devotions, apps for smartphones, smart speakers and email
bulletins. You can download logos to use here too.

