
Order of service 
Harvest 2018
This order of service for Harvest thanksgiving is inspired 
by the lives of our brothers and sisters in Malawi, one of 
the world’s poorest countries. It weaves together their 
stories, prayers and songs, so that as we give thanks for our harvest we 
can also share their joy and thanksgiving as they gather in their harvest. 

Visual way into worship 
Cover a table with brightly coloured scarves or fabric – 
inspired by Malawian designs if possible. These can often 
be found in charity shops, including Traidcraft, and fabric 
shops. Or ask friends if they have any you can borrow.

Add jars or packets of different kinds of peas, such as 
pigeon or gungo peas (available in some heath food and 
international food shops), chick peas, garden peas, sugar 
snap peas, marrowfat peas or mushy peas. 

You may wish to refer to this display in the introduction to 
the service.

Call to worship

Whether we live close to the land and grow our own 
crops or live at a distance from it, we all depend on 
the land, weather and agriculture for food. Today 
we gather to give thanks and praise to God for 
the harvest that provides food for the world. In 
particular, we give thanks for the profit from growing 
pigeon peas that is changing the lives of families in 
rural Malawi.

Let us give thanks to the Creator 
for making us.

Let us give thanks to the Son 
for saving us.

Let us give thanks to the Spirit 
for guiding us. 

Let us give thanks for the harvest 
for the abundance gathered in.  

It is good to give thanks and praise. 
Amen.

Song of praise

Opening prayer from Malawi

God of compassion, 
in the midst of death and evil, 
you mercifully look after us; 
constantly reassuring us of your care. 
Protecting, providing and smiling.

Grant to us the joy of this occasion, 
as we gather to worship you 
knowing that you offer us fullness of life. 
Praising, praying and giving.

Teach us to number our days aright, 
that we may acquire a heart of wisdom, 
through him who is both the gate and good 
shepherd, even Jesus Christ.  
Amen.

Rev. Dr. Augustine Musopole, Malawi, In God’s Hands:  
Common Prayer for the World, WCC Publications, 2006. (Adapted)

Prayer of confession and assurance

For the abundance of food 
that is taken for granted, 
forgive us.

For the abundance of wealth 
that is not justly earned,  
forgive us.

For the abundance of land 
that is held by a few, 
forgive us.

For the abundance of resources 
that are over extracted, 
forgive us.

For the abundance of life  
that is denied to too many,  
forgive us.

Abundant 
Life!

The Bishop of St Albans’ Harvest Appeal 2018



Song: 'Lord Have Mercy' (Kyrie Eleison) 

Believing that in Jesus our sins are forgiven,  
inspire us with your kind and generous love to work 
for a world where abundance is shared. 
Amen.

Readings:  
Deuteronomy 28:1-14 and John 10:1-10.

Sermon – suggested Sermon Notes  
on John 10: 1 - 10 are also available. 

Offering

Prayer of thanksgiving and intercession

God of all blessings, 
we give you thanks   
for the breath that sustains, 
for the food of this earth, 
for the love of family and friends,  
without which there would be no life.

We commit our offerings  
and our sisters and brothers  
in Malawi to you. 
We pray for your blessing 
on the pigeon pea farmers  
watching for the harvest. 

May we learn the secret joy they know 
of trusting in your providence 
and experiencing your constant goodness.

Source of all life, 
for all who have been  
sowing seeds, 
cultivating soil, 
and harvesting 
for many years 
but still find themselves  
living in dire poverty, we pray.

Grant wisdom and guidance 
for improved farming methods,  
for access to profitable markets,  
for opportunity to move,  
from stagnation out of poverty.

Christian Aid prayer (adapted) by Robert Thindwa, Programme Officer 
for the Pigeon Pea Project.

Song or hymn

Closing prayer and blessing

God of the first fruits, 
let your rain dance on us,  
your sun shine on us,  
and your love and justice grow in us,  
until we bring our last fruits to your harvest.   
Amen.

Suggested songs:

Humbly In Your Sight  
‘Humbly in your sight, we come together, 
Lord...’ 
From Malawi, translated by Tom Colvin (1967)

Touch The Earth Lightly  
‘Touch the earth lightly, use the earth gently…’ 
Shirley Erena Murray (2003) 

A Place At The Table 
‘For everyone born, a place at the table…’ 
Shirley Erena Murray (1996)

Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
‘Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father…’ 
Thomas O. Chisholm (1923)

All Are Welcome 
‘Let us build a house where love can dwell…’ 
Marty Haugen (1994)

God, Whose Farm Is All Creation 
‘God, whose farm is all creation…’ 
John Arlott 

Praise God For The Harvest Of Orchard  
And Field  
‘Praise God for the harvest of orchard and 
field…’   
Brian A. Wren (1968)

For The Fruit Of All Creation  
‘For the fruits of His creation…’ 
Fred Pratt Green (1970)

Lord, Bring The Day To Pass  
‘Lord, bring the day to pass…’ 
Ian Fraser (1964)

It’s A World Of Sunshine 
‘It’s world of sunshine, a world of rain…’  
Iain D. Cunningham (2005)

Sent By The Lord 
‘Sent by the Lord am I; My hands are ready 
now…’ 
Jorge Maldonado (1991)

Inspired By Love And Anger 
‘Inspired by love and anger, disturbed by 
endless pain…’ 
John L. Bell and Graham Maule 

Beauty For Brokenness 
‘Beauty for brokenness…’  
Graham Kendrick (2005)

In Our Lives Plant Seeds Of Hope  
‘Jesus said "If you have faith…"’ 
Carol Dixon (2005)

For Your Generous Providing  
‘For your generous providing…’ 
Leith Fisher  

God Bless To Us Our Bread 
‘God bless to us our bread…’ 
Argentina collected by Federico Pagura
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