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Summary of the Profile  / Overview 
 

The Parish of Holy Trinity, Stevenage, offers the opportunity for growth across 
several congregations with varying styles and fresh expressions of church.  The 
two different buildings and locations within the parish offer complementary 
possibilities.  

Our talented Ministry team works across all the congregations, which offer a 
wide range of skills to support the future growth of our Parish.  Both 
congregations are well  represented on a single PCC.  We value our strengths as 
a caring, inclusive, approachable and diverse family and recognise that we need 
to understand more about where we are being called as we continue to develop 
and explore our relationship with God. 

This document has been compiled by the PCC, with the input of our wider 
Church community.  We hope you will find within these pages a flavour of who 
we are, what we currently do and the possibilities for mission and growth that 
our new Vicar could help us with. 

This profile will outline key activities in the Parish, and we hope that our new 
incumbent can enhance and build on these with new ideas of his/her own.  We 
have capacity for growth, offering opportunities to train, lead, teach and expand, 
working with an enthusiastic group of people offering friendship, fellowship and a 
strong sense of community. 
 
The Right Person... 
 
We are looking forward to filling this vacancy with someone who is keen to lead 
us in learning new things and embracing changes needed to support our 
Churches’ growth.  Are you - 
 
 An engaging, prayerful and passionate spiritual leader, committed to 

teaching, challenging and inspiring others in developing their relationships 
with God; 
 

 A team builder keen to build upon the existing collaborative relationships 
between our Churches and expanding the interest of our wide-ranging 
community; 
 

 An approachable listener, able to relate to people of all ages and 
backgrounds, with a sensitive approach to problem solving; 

 
 Adaptable and able to strike a sympathetic balance between tradition and 

innovation, valuing both the old and the new; 
 
 Committed to training, developing and encouraging all to explore their 

vocation to the best of their skills and abilities; 
 

 Well organised, confident with social media, with the administrative skills 
needed to oversee the supporting functions that underpin the Churches’ 
work; 

 
 Ready to grow with us as we explore new ways of meeting the challenges of 

living God’s love? 
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We can offer you: 
 
A warm welcome to our Parish, with the committed support of the Ministry team, 
PCC and congregations of two churches; 
 
The opportunity to live in the thriving community of Old Stevenage, with close 
ties to the other parishes in the wider area of Stevenage Borough as a whole; 
 
A busy Parish, with good opportunities to develop your involvement in a wide 
variety of activities; 
 
Time, encouragement and support for your own continued learning and 
development; 
 
Good facilities to develop your ministry and to take God’s message into the 
wider community. 
 
 
About the Parish 
 
We have a single Parish / Benefice, with two Churches: Holy Trinity Church and 
the Church of Christ the King.  The vacancy has arisen due to the retirement and 
relocation of the incumbent. 
 
Location 
 
Stevenage benefits from excellent transport links.  The station provides frequent 
rail services into London, Peterborough, and Cambridge and direct connections 
to the north.  Bus services are centred at two local hubs: the New Town centre 
and the Lister Hospital which is within walking distance of the north end of the 
High Street.  The local road network is easily navigated with dual carriageways 
linking the local neighbourhoods, and the A1(M) passes to the west of 
Stevenage, with junctions to the north and south of the town. 
 
Holy Trinity Church stands at the southern end of the Old Town High Street, a 
short walk to the New Town centre.  The High Street has a variety of small 
shops, restaurants and public houses and boasts a small monthly Farmers 
Market. 
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The Church of Christ the King is in Symonds Green, to the north west of the Old 
Town High Street, and shares a site with the Symonds Green Community 
Centre, close to a local parade of shops and health centre. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Community 
 
Stevenage Old Town has a long history, stretching far beyond that of its better 
known New Town counterpart.  The town originally developed along the Great 
North Road serving as a staging post for travellers from London to the north.  An 
annual Charter Fair continues to this day with the active involvement of the 
church.  The High Street and surrounding areas include buildings of historic 
interest that have been incorporated into the mix of small businesses, 
traditional, independent and modern shops.  These business owners have 
created the Old Town Business & Community Partnership, actively supported by 
Holy Trinity Church, including the annual Christmas light switch-on.  The Old 
Town also retains its own local access to a Library, Bank and Post Office, in 
addition to branches of larger retailers such as Waitrose, Tesco and Boots.   
 
In the wider area Stevenage Borough Council is pursuing redevelopment of the 
New Town centre, which was the first town shopping centre designed for 
pedestrians only.  There are also retail parks to the south of the town with many 
well-known stores such as Debenhams, Hobbycraft, Halfords & Currys to name 
just a few. 
 
Population 
 
The mix of businesses and homes within the Parish is changing, as outdated 
commercial areas are redeveloped to provide more residential accommodation.  
There is a good mix of private and social housing, together with supported 
housing, housing developed for the retired and care homes for the elderly or 
disabled.  This reflects the population, which covers a wide range of occupations 
and professions. 
 
Many people from the Parish are involved in Christian and non-Christian 
community and charitable work across Stevenage Borough.  Examples of this 
include Bridge Builders promoting Christian education to schools, Street Pastors, 
support for The Haven which is the local refuge for the homeless and support for 
The Living Room – a day centre to help people with addictions. 
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Education 
 
Stevenage is well served with a variety of schools, from Pre-Schools through the 
whole age range to sixth form, plus schools for those with additional needs.  
There is also a well regarded local further and higher education college, with 
links to the University of Hertfordshire which has its main campus in Hatfield, 
approx. 15 miles to the south. 
 
Within the Parish itself we have a primary JMI school, two infant schools with 
Nursery classes, and one junior school.  Relationships between the Church and 
these schools is very good: members of the Ministry team, including the 
outgoing Vicar, serve as school governors; groups of school children visit the 
Church throughout the year; and ministers sometimes lead assemblies.  
Although there is no CE designated school within the Parish, St Nicholas CE 
Primary school is within the neighbouring parish of St Andrew & St George and 
there is a RC Secondary Academy close to the Parish boundary. 
 
Leisure and Recreation 
 
There is a wide variety of sports facilities within the town including indoor 
swimming, cricket, football, crown green bowling, golf, tennis, netball, hockey, 
rugby and athletics.  The Stevenage Leisure Centre is home to the Gordon Craig 
Theatre, Concert Hall and gym providing a wide range of pastimes.  The Leisure 
Park has a multi-screen cinema, a wide range of restaurants, David Lloyd health 
club and a children’s indoor soft play facility. 
 
Fairlands Valley Park runs through the centre of the Stevenage Borough area 
and comprises extensive parkland and lakes for sailing and fishing.  The park 
hosts “Park Run”, a free & well attended fitness initiative, as well as charity 
events such as the “Race for Life” and, in winter, events include a well attended 
Fireworks display, provided free of charge by the Borough Council.  To the south 
of the park is the Lamex Stadium, home of Stevenage Football Club. 
 
Community centres are active in various neighbourhoods in the town – in the 
Parish these include Springfield House, in the Old Town High Street, and the 
Symonds Green Community Centre, attached to the Church of Christ the King. 
 
Uniformed organisations such as the Scouting and Guiding movements are well 
represented in the town.  A church sponsored Rainbows group meets regularly at 
the Church of Christ the King, with another at Holy Trinity Church. 
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ABOUT OUR CHURCHES: Worship 
 
Our pattern of worship services is shown below – this is reviewed periodically by 
the Ministry and Worship Task Teams. 
 
Holy Trinity Church 
Sundays 0800 Said Eucharist 
 0930 Sung Family Eucharist 
 1830 Reflective service, first Sunday only 
   
Weekdays 0800 Silent Prayer, Monday to Thursday 
 0830 Morning Prayer, Monday to Thursday 
 1715 Evening Prayer, Fridays 
 1930 Eucharist of healing & remembrance, 

Wednesdays 
Saturdays 2130 Street Pastors prayer support 
 
 
The Church of Christ the King 
Sundays 1115 Sung Eucharist, 

First Sunday is “Praise Together”, followed 
by a bring & share lunch 

   
Wednesdays 1500 Worship service, alternate weeks this 

combines with a social activity group, “Knit 
& Natter” 

 
Lay participation in worship is encouraged, with laity leading the daily office.  
We have a rota of people assisting the ministry team with various tasks, such as 
reading the lessons and leading prayers.  Nominated lay assistants administer 
the Chalice and take Holy Communion to the housebound.   
 
Although our Eucharistic services are based on Common Worship, the style of 
worship is different at each Church.   
 
Holy Trinity is considered “traditional” CofE, with a strong musical tradition, and 
is a member of the Royal School of Church Music.  The Church has a two-manual 
pipe organ, robed choir and servers.  We use Hymns Ancient & Modern, and 
Hymns Old & New.  The choir is directed by our very experienced organist, and, 
at present, is comprised mainly of adult choristers. 
 
Our liturgical tradition includes vestments in seasonal colours, including the use 
of chasubles.  The reserved Sacrament is held at Holy Trinity to take to people 
who are sick or dying. 
 
At the Church of Christ the King we have a wider range of worship, although still 
based on the same theology as at Holy Trinity.  The more modern church 
building lends itself to more informal styles and facilitates an adaptive approach 
to the services held.  Music also forms a core part of the worship with a wide 
variety offered.  Largely owing to the skills and talents of the regular 
congregation this includes accompaniment by piano and/or the Christ the King 
band, as well as recorded music. 
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Services at Christ the King have enabled new and contemporary ideas to be 
trialled which may then also be incorporated into other activities held at either 
Church. 
 
Children 
 
The Messy Church initiative has been steadily growing in popularity, particularly 
around the Christmas and Easter seasons.  We cater for children and families in 
Sunday worship, but are looking for inspiration in developing our ministry to 
young people. 
 
Special Services 
 
We hold a wide range of annual special services, including Mothering Sunday, 
Harvest, All Souls Requiem, and Remembrance Day.   
 
We work together with local organisations, hosting the Lister Hospital memorial 
service and Age Concern Carol service.  Members of the ministry team support 
school assemblies and lead Christingle services for organisations such as the 
Rainbow guides. 
 
Holy Week brings a range of daily services and activities, some involving all 
Christian denominations present in the town, including a Good Friday Messy 
Church and Walk of Witness. 
 
Last year there were 21 baptisms, 5 weddings, 8 funerals in Church and 4 
funeral services held at the crematorium.  We provide preparation classes for 
baptism and marriage, as well as for confirmation.  We have a strong pastoral 
care team, which includes bereavement support when required. 
 
ABOUT OUR CHURCHES: Pastoral and Ecumenical 
 
Our Parish is full of opportunity for Living God’s Love, ably led and supported by 
an enthusiastic team of ministers and lay people with diverse talents.  Activities 
include prayer & care, home communion, bereavement and sick visiting.  We 
have a pastoral care team, with named individuals promoting pastoral care at 
each Church.  There is scope for a more co-ordinated approach which could 
target the areas of pastoral activity most in need.  
 
Churches Together in Stevenage provides opportunities for working with 
ecumenical partners. 
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ABOUT OUR CHURCHES: Leadership and People 
 
The PCC meets every two months, and currently consists of licensed ministers, 
16 lay members, including 3 Deanery Synod representatives, 10 elected 
members and 1 Churchwarden – with 1 Churchwarden vacancy.  In addition to 
the regular meetings, the PCC holds an annual Away Day. 
 
The Standing Committee comprises the Vicar, Churchwarden(s), PCC Secretary 
and Honorary Treasurer and meets a few weeks before each PCC meeting.  The 
Committee has the power to co-opt additional members as required.  
 
The Churchwarden is involved in sub-committees of the PCC with particular 
emphasis on the care of the fabric of the Churches.   
 
Ministry Team 
 
We have an Associate Minister and Curate, who are both self-supporting.  They 
will preside and/or preach at most Eucharist services during the vacancy, with 
the support of two licensed Readers and a Lay Leader of worship.  On the odd 
occasion when we cannot provide service cover in-house, there are priests and 
curates within the Deanery, who are willing to come to our aid. 
 
Electoral Roll 
 

Holy Trinity 142 
Christ the King 21 
Both Churches 6 
Total Membership 169 

 
82 members, 48% of those on roll, live outside the Parish boundary. 
 
Communications 
 
The Sunday Bulletin, together with the Sunday readings, is distributed to the 
congregations of both churches at main Sunday services.  We also have a bi-
monthly magazine, The Crozier, which is funded entirely from subscriptions and 
local business advertising.  A communications officer keeps the press advised of 
news and events in the parish. 
 
Our websites have recently been redeveloped and current information can be 
found on the Facebook pages of both Churches. 
 
ABOUT OUR CHURCHES: Organisations and Fresh Expressions 
 
Holy Trinity  Robed Choir and Servers 

 Creative Space Art Group – Thursdays 

 Coffee Bar – Wednesday & Saturday mornings 

 Bible Study Group 

 The Friends of Holy Trinity 

 Trinity Tots 
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Christ the King  Friendship Cafe 

 Knit & Natter Group 

 Monthly Friday night Social Group 

 Christ the King Band & Singing Group 

In addition there are groups serving the wider community that use our Church 
buildings.  At Holy Trinity these include a Chess Club, the WI and Rainbow 
Guides; and at Christ the King there is another, affiliated, Rainbow group which 
meets weekly. 
 
ABOUT OUR CHURCHES: Buildings 
 
Holy Trinity Church is an attractive Victorian building, Grade II listed, which was 
originally consecrated in 1862.  It benefits from an integral Parish room, kitchen 
and toilet facilities.  The Parish Administrator has office space located within the 
Vestry.  Telephone and wi-fi internet are provided.  In the Church itself seating 
is largely on wooden pews which may be moved to provide flexible seating 
arrangements to suit different styles of worship and events. 
 
The church and grounds are well cared for by a regular working party working 
under the guidance of the Churchwarden(s), and the Parish rota includes those 
who are regular church cleaners.   
 
The church is open to visitors during daylight hours on most days of the week 
and many comment on the peace they find in our church. 
 
The Church of Christ the King is a more modern building, dating from 1982.  It is 
attached to Symonds Green Community Centre, which has recently been 
extended, and shares a catering kitchen and toilet facilities.  The building 
provides a flexible worship and community space, and is currently managed by a 
Joint Church Council, currently chaired by one of our Readers. 
 
The Vicarage is a four-bedroomed detached house, built in 1970, that is located 
a few hundred metres from Holy Trinity, in Letchmore Road.  It benefits from a 
study, sitting and dining rooms, a kitchen with utility room which gives access to 
the internal garage.  The four bedrooms all have fitted cupboards (one bedroom 
has a washbasin), there is a family bathroom and separate toilet.  Outside, to 
the front, is a small garden with a driveway leading to the garage and to the 
rear is a moderately sized garden. 
 
The Curate’s house is located in Scarborough Avenue, a few hundred metres 
from the Church of Christ the King.  It is a three-bedroomed, mid-terrace house 
with attached garage and small garden which is currently let to tenants 
connected with the Oak Church initiative for Stevenage. 
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ABOUT OUR CHURCHES: Finance 
 
Accounting for Holy Trinity and Christ the King is combined in the PCC accounts. 
Extracts from the last audited accounts reveal a total parish income of £127k 
and expenditure of £122k leaving a surplus for the year of £5k. The PCC actively 
encourages Stewardship Planned Giving (£13k in weekly envelopes and £42k by 
bank standing orders). Gift Aided Income Tax recovery added another £12k. 
Parish Share of £60k was paid in full. 

The PCC donates 10% of its planned Stewardship giving to charity, including 
financial support for Mission projects: CMS missionary, Dr Ruth Hülser, who 
operates a family clinic in Tabora, Tanzania (£1200); Bridge Builders, Stevenage 
(£1200); and Oak Church, a church plant from Soul Survivor, Watford (£1200 + 
accommodation in our curacy house). Volunteer aid is given to Stevenage Haven 
for the Homeless and to other local projects. Other income arises from Parish 
Room bookings, the Parish Magazine and from various fund raising/community 
events held throughout the year (more than £4600).  

Annual concerts are held at Christ the King and funds raised are split between 
supporting the maintenance of the church building and our missionary partner in 
Tanzania. 

Friends of Holy Trinity is an active fund-raising group who raise money to enable 
us to repair the building and to improve facilities for the congregation and 
community users of the church and grounds. Support from this group is 
expected to continue going forward.  
 
Remuneration and Expenses of Office 
 
The stipend for the incumbent will be in accordance with the Diocese of St 
Albans approved scales and is £26,900 for the year ending 31st March 2019.   
Full details may be found on the Diocesan website. 
 
Any expenditure incurred by the incumbent as a requirement of the post will be 
reimbursed by the PCC.  Removal expenses, resettlement and first appointment 
grants are provided for by the Diocesan Board of Finance – see Diocesan 
stipends letter dated January 2018:  
 

https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/Stipends-Letter-2018.pdf 
 

 


