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Welcome to St Matthew’s Parish, Oxhey
Is God calling you to a new challenge? If so, St Matthew’s Parish Church could be what He has planned
for you. We are excited about the opportunities that await us and our new Vicar and hope that,
through reading this profile, you will discover that the potential and opportunities here offer the
challenge you are looking for. Our congregation is friendly and prayerful with a traditional sense of
worship and a constancy of commitment but we need to welcome in new members and better serve
the needs of our community.

We are looking for a Vicar with drive and enthusiasm, in tune with the modern world who can
communicate with all age groups. You are assured of a warm welcome and we hope this profile leaves
you wanting to find out more about serving us as our new Vicar.
With prayer and good wishes from
All at St Matthew’s
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What are we looking for?
We are looking for a Parish Priest who will:
•
•
•
•
•
•

energise the Liturgy, Worship and Preaching in the Parish
sustain and develop pastoral care to the whole Parish
support and develop children’s and family work
contribute towards the implementation of our Mission Action Plan (see Appendix 1)
meet regularly with the Churchwardens for prayer and planning of work
contribute to the wider life of the Parish and the Deanery.

We hope our Parish Priest will be:
•
•
•
•
•
•

inclusive and enthusiastic
able and willing to lead and inspire – to give us focus, organise and then delegate
committed to caring
co-operative – prepared to listen
willing to embrace and develop the possibilities of new technology
courageous enough to initiate new projects from scratch and follow them through to
completion.

We offer
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A small but dedicated and hard-working team of lay people who support the activities of the
church through prayer and practical measures
An opportunity to be involved in new works that will make the church more attractive to the
wider community
A forward-looking Mission Action Plan
A traditional approach to worship with an openness to change
The support offered by the Watford Deanery and the Diocese of St Albans
Excellent links with the local community group which is supportive of initiatives within the
Parish
A great location with excellent transport links to Watford and to London and good connections
to the rest of the country – see our location on our A Church Near You site:
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7611/find-us/
A modern, comfortable 4-bedroomed vicarage with a garden and garage situated just behind
the church

Our perceived opportunities for improvement
•
•
•
•
•

The age profile and size of the congregation
Building on the strengths of the existing lay team and expanding the number of people actively
involved
Introducing nurture and training for the congregation and wider community
Finance and stewardship especially after completion of current projects
Reversing a tendency to complacency and pessimism built up over many years
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The Benefice
Oxhey is a suburb to the south of Watford, Hertfordshire’s largest town, and has been built up over
the past 160 years. St Matthew’s was consecrated in 1880 to serve the growing community that
developed with the arrival of the railway; details of our diverse history and information regarding
additional reading can be found on our website: http://www.stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk/history.html.
Our next Vicar might expect to be with us for our 150th anniversary.
The name Oxhey today refers to a large area which is split into 3 main parts, 2 of which (Oxhey Village
and Oxhey Hall) fall within St Matthew’s Parish. The third area, South Oxhey, is covered by the Parish
of All Saints.
The church is on a mound, set back from the road, fronted by
an expanse of grass planted with spring bulbs, with a fine view
over the local park to Watford. A large cedar tree dating from
the 1890s had to be felled in 2007 which allowed the church to
be clearly visible from the road, although above the eye line of
drivers, and we are trying to capitalise on this. In the close
behind the church is a hall built in the early 1960s, the vicarage
and three further owner-occupied houses that were built in the
1980’s on the site of the original Victorian vicarage.
Oxhey is a friendly place to live and work and offers excellent transport links. Bushey Station is almost
next door, although far enough away that the noise does not impinge unduly on the church or the
vicarage. There are regular train services to London Euston and Watford as well as a bus stop outside
and a wider range of buses within a 3-minute walk.
The church building is in Oxhey Ward of Watford Borough Council and the elected Mayor of Watford
and his family are regular attenders at St Matthew’s. We have found his help and advice on local
matters to be invaluable. Oxhey Village Environment Group (OVEG) is an effective local pressure
group with whom we have a good relationship. The southernmost part of the parish includes part of
the Oxhey Hall and Hayling Ward of Three Rivers District Council.
The official population statistics for Oxhey Ward in the 2011 census show a population of 6,752 with
an estimate for 2019 of 6,800. Of these, 3,343 were male and 3,457 female. The breakdown of
population by religion in the census shows 3,667 as Christian, 450 Muslim, 191 Hindu, 15 Sikh, 217
Jewish, 35 Buddhist, 61 ‘Other Religion’ and 1,627 no religion.
The Victorian and Edwardian part of Oxhey is locally known as Oxhey Village. Between the 2 wars
larger properties were built and the Oxhey Hall estate greatly extended the area. New, low rise blocks
of flats and a small, newer, estate have been added in post-war years, including some social housing.
The whole area has a good mix of young families, working and retired people but the proximity of such
good links with London means that many people commute daily and as a result their family time is
limited. This in turn impacts on time left for worship and involvement in the church. Rising property
prices have meant that we have lost several committed members of the congregation as they have
moved away for improved job opportunities or cheaper housing as their families grow.
There are several residential homes and sheltered housing schemes within the parish and while we
have links with 3, through members of the congregation, there is scope for developing these.
Despite the suburban nature of the parish it contains many green areas and the route that has in the
past been used for ‘beating the bounds’ has, in most parts, the character of a country walk.
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Accommodation
The Benefice includes the use of a 4-bedroom, spacious Vicarage in its
own secluded area behind the church and benefits from gas central
heating. The accommodation is as follows:
Vicar’s Office:

The Vicarage front view

The front door opens into a small area with the Vicar’s office to the right. This room
is lined along one wall with beautiful wooden shelving and there is ample space for
a desk and seating for small meetings.
Downstairs:
Straight ahead, separated by a door, leads into the house which has a large, southfacing lounge with French windows leading to a small patio and good-sized garden.
There is a separate dining room and the kitchen leads to a utility room with access
to outside. A WC off the hall is accessible to visitors to the office.
Kitchen leading to utility room
Upstairs:
There are 4, good-sized bedrooms, each with built-in wardrobes, a bathroom with shower and WC
plus an extra, separate WC. There is a door at the top of the stairs leading to access space for storage.
Outside:
Due to the nature of the area, the garden is higher than the level of the house and patio and is mostly
laid to lawn.
There is a large garage as well as ample private parking space in front of the property.
While the Vicarage is unoccupied, essential repairs are being carried out and it is being updated and
decorated.

Local Facilities
Education:
Education is well provided for in the area with Oxhey being within the catchment areas of some of the
country’s finest maintained schools including the Watford Girls and Boys Grammar Schools and
Parmiter’s as well as two excellent secondary schools and an Academy. There are two primary schools,
one JMI and another that has infant and primary linked but on separate sites, although only one school
(Bromet Primary) lies within the bounds of the parish. There are also some excellent preschool
facilities in the area and both the Methodist and Baptist church host regular toddler groups.
Unfortunately the Baby and Toddler group run for many years in our hall closed due to lack of leaders
but there is scope for it to reopen.
Leisure and Recreation:
Opportunities for leisure and recreation in the area are many and varied. Neighbouring Bushey has a
modern leisure centre with pool and, in normal times, our hall hosts regular fitness classes in pilates
and yoga. Oxhey also has its own bowling club; there is a leisure centre with pool in Watford town
centre and there are indoor bowling clubs and a David Lloyd Centre within easy reach.
There are many opportunities for walking and cycling in surrounding countryside.
The excellent transport links offer access to theatres, concerts, ballet and opera in central
London, St Albans and Watford.
Watford FC were relegated from the Premier Division last season but we have high hopes
for rebound promotion.
The University of the Third Age is active in the area with separate Bushey and Watford groups.
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Our Worship
There are currently 47 on the Electoral Roll and a worshipping
community of around 55. The church is used for Sunday services, a
Thursday morning/afternoon service, weddings, baptisms and
funerals, occasional concerts and has been successfully used on a
couple of occasions for wedding receptions after the church marriage
service.
Our normal pattern of regular worship focuses on Sung Eucharist at
9.30am on a Sunday, following Common Worship.
Once a month this is a simpler All Age Service
where our young people ranging in age from 6 to 16 contribute as readers,
intercessors and sidesmen. In addition two teenagers are Chalice Assistants, one
of whom is also a server.
Once a quarter we have a Healing Service with anointing and laying on of hands
with one member of the team having attended a Diocesan Healing course and the
remainder in-house trained by the previous incumbent.
All these services are followed by refreshments either in the Church or the hall and the congregation
value this fellowship.
During normal times there is a said Communion Service once a month at 8.00am using the Book of
Common Prayer and we also hold a monthly afternoon said Communion Service which is followed by
afternoon tea and cake; this service is aimed mainly at those who find it difficult to get to church on a
Sunday morning, but everyone is welcome. However, both of these services are currently on hold
because of Covid and lack of cover during the vacancy.
On Mothering Sunday and Harvest we have recently been joined by
our local Scout/Cub group for a non-eucharistic, family-oriented
service preceded by a said communion service. They also join us on
Remembrance Sunday and lay a wreath at our official WW1 memorial
cross outside the church.
Obviously 2020 has been difficult for us having to deal with the pandemic and being in vacancy but
we have worked hard to keep the church open and hold services as much as possible. We opened for
private prayer as soon as it was permitted and restarted services on 2nd August, after the summer
lockdown, and continued to hold a service every Sunday until the second lockdown and restarted
again on November 6th. When no clergy cover is available the Churchwardens are leading a service of
Morning Prayer. The congregation have responded well to the changes and have benefitted from a
variety of sermon styles. We are eager to continue to explore the possibility of more non-eucharistic
services. It is a matter of regret that the combination of a vacancy with the pandemic has meant that
we have been unable to offer live streaming of services during lockdown. However the weekly
readings, together with a reflection obtained from various sources, and intercessions have been
circulated to all the congregation on our mailing list.
As the church has chairs rather than pews it has been reasonably simple to arrange socially distanced
seating and we have put a one-way system in place. We have downloaded the NHS QR code as well
as having a booking in system.
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We have a small but thriving Sunday School which takes place in our hall during the first half of our
Sunday morning Eucharist. It is split into two sections: Young Matters is for younger children and
involves Bible stories with activities and SMAYT (St Matthew’s Amazing Youth Team) is aimed at
children of secondary school age and is more of a discussion group. Members of this group have
mostly been confirmed and are encouraged to be involved in our monthly All Age service. We are
happy to admit children to communion before confirmation, after appropriate teaching, and 4 of these
children have progressed to confirmation.
Music plays an important part in our worship and we have been saddened that we have not been able
to sing during the current pandemic. We are fortunate to have our own honorary organist who plays
for most of our services and in the past a small choir has contributed the occasional anthem. This is
another area in which we hope to attract new people. We usually use Hymns Old and New, New
Anglican Edition, occasionally supplemented by locally reproduced, newer, material from Sing Praise
to which we were introduced a few years ago when we hosted an RSCM Singing Day. We have three
communion settings in regular use, Appleford, The Addington Service and Tambling’s Holy Trinity
Service. We have our own Patronal Festival and Baptismal hymns written by our honorary organist.
Music also plays a large part in our youth groups; once a month the meetings are devoted to singing
and playing instruments and the pieces practiced are often performed during our All Age services.
Our largest congregations come at Christmas. On Christmas Eve we have a
tradition of children coming into church to make and put up decorations which
concludes with mince pies and a Carol Service. This has
always been popular with around 80 children
attending. In normal times we hold a Carol Service in
the early evening which is very popular locally and we
have also been used to holding Midnight Mass and an
All Age Eucharist service on Christmas morning. In
Our Bavarian carved
wooden Crib
2020, in light of clergy availability, we decided to hold
a Eucharist service on Christmas Eve evening and a Churchwarden led family
friendly Morning Prayer on Christmas morning.
Children decorating the
church on Christmas Eve

Ecumenical Sharing
We have strong links with Bushey and Oxhey Methodist Church with whom we share Messy
Church as well as Lent Groups and some of our congregation join with their House Groups
as we have none of our own.
During 2017 we shared our building and some services with Bushey Baptist Church, while they were
having building work done, and we are very keen to explore and develop these ecumenical links.
A small Pentecostal Church hold their services in our hall every Sunday afternoon.
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Community Activities
When the mobile library service came to an end in Hertfordshire
four years ago we set up a Bookswap in our hall which meets once
a month and now also includes a Craft Club as well as
refreshments; this has become a very popular event with a regular
level of attendees, most of whom are non-church goers.
Our book selection

We have cultivated good links with our local community group, OVEG (Oxhey
Village Environment Group), and we hope that our new incumbent will be
able to build on this relationship. Each year they hold a Summer Fayre and
St Matthew’s regularly have a stall to promote the church and its activities.
St Matthew's stall at OVEG Fayre

The church building has excellent acoustics and our organist runs a very small community choir who
rehearse in the church and have contributed to our Carol Service in recent years.
We also have close links with the famous South Oxhey Community Choir,
the first one developed by Gareth Malone for television, for which we
occasionally provide a concert venue. Their concerts in the church include
their 10th anniversary event in 2018 when they also used the hall for
refreshments with a pig roast outside.

South Oxhey Choir at St Matthews

Outreach in the community is an area that we are keen to develop.

Our Hall
The hall is located at the rear of the church. It is
popular with local people and is hired both for regular
classes and one-off children’s parties and family
events, as well as our local Brownie Pack. In normal
times this is a good source of income for the church and
is sorely missed in the current situation.
There is ample parking in the main road or in nearby
side roads as well as a limited number of places
immediately by the hall.
It has a small kitchen with a small fridge and a cooker. It has baby changing facilities, disabled access
and a toilet for the disabled, as well as men's and women's toilets and a small stage.
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Our Building

Church building c1900

The Church is a Grade II* listed building which was erected in
1880 following the expansion of 'New Bushey' (now known as
Oxhey Village) towards the station after it opened in 1841.
Jonathan King, a local builder, gave an acre of land and paid for
the tower and spire. Other benefactors who helped to meet
the cost of £5,000 included Mr Blackwell (of Crosse & Blackwell
fame), local newsagent W H Smith plus others who are all
named on the brass plate at the west end of the church.
The builders were Waterman's and the architect W Syme of
Watford High Street.

The Exterior of the church is constructed of red bricks made at Leverstock Green and the spire with its
three bands of white stone is a familiar local landmark.
The Bells, a peal of eight, were dedicated in 1887 to mark Queen Victoria's Golden Jubilee. They are
still in situ but, unfortunately, the tower was deemed to be unsafe for them and they cannot now be
rung. Instead the facility to chime the bells was revitalised and this is used most Sunday mornings.
They are accessed by a stone spiral staircase that opens into the porch by the north door.
The interior of the church is of typical Victorian design comprising the main
nave and two side aisles. At the far end of the north aisle stands an Italianate
reredos and side altar; these originally stood in the apse where the main altar
now stands but were moved in 1939 because they were too small for such a
large space. In the mid-seventies the interior of the church was re-ordered
and the oak chancel screen moved to the west end of the church so that
worship became more inclusive. The large stone altar has modern, handembroidered hangings which were commissioned from All Saints'
Embroidery of Cowley as a legacy gift. The five Windows in the apse show
Jesus the Good Shepherd flanked by the four evangelists.

Reredos behind the altar
in the Side Aisle

The Organ was built by Norman and Beard Ltd in 1913 and is a good example of parish
organ building of the time. It was reconstructed by Bishop and Son in 1979 and is in
regular use.

On one side of the altar rail stands a fine carved pulpit with four panels of woodcarving made in the
workshop of Mayer of Munich in Bavaria. The Lectern on the other side is in the form of an eagle; the
carving is rich and deep, making it a fine example of its kind.
To the right of the apse is the Lady Chapel which contains the Nativity Window, by the
Arts and Crafts stained glass artist Karl Parsons in memory of his parents; his work can
be seen worldwide. There is also a painted wooden Statue of the Virgin and Child by
Siegfried Pietch. This area is a place for quiet reflection and personal prayer. You can
light a candle or leave a prayer request on the board by the steps.

A section from
Karl Parsons’
Nativity window
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At the end of the south aisle there is the roll of those from the parish who fell in World War I and
beneath it is the Memorial Book in which the names of parishioners who have died are recorded.

Between this and the font at the back of the church we normally have a 'Play
& Pray' area with toys and books for young children.
The octagonal stone font is on marble pillars with the windows behind
showing the Baptism of Jesus and Jesus blessing the children.
Pray and Play area

The Vestry is through the doors at the west end of the church. Services can be relayed here for anyone
who wishes to be away from the main congregation and parents are welcome to take children here if
they become fractious.
There is parking space for about 15 vehicles behind the church plus space for a further 7/8 in front.
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Going Forward
Our MAP was approved by the APCM in April 2017 and in 2019 it was agreed that no change will be
made until the new works had been carried out. A full copy is attached to this document or can be
viewed at https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/faith/our-church-maps/search/oxhey-st-matthew-3/.
In brief, our main aims are:
• To develop as an inclusive church growing in numbers, with a new generation taking a full part
in leadership
• to form a closer connection with the local community and encourage the use of the church as
a community hub nurturing Christian journeys
• develop our youth section by building on Messy Church and Young Matters
• explore new ways of raising finance
• develop a broader on-line strategy through a new website and social media.

Current Plans:
The church building is spacious with chairs that can be moved around to create a versatile space in
the nave but there are no facilities for the provision of refreshments and no WC within the footprint
of the building. It relies instead on facilities in the adjacent hall which precludes independent use of
the church. To realise the maximum potential for community use we need to be able to use both hall
and church at the same time.
A Faculty was obtained in 2019 for the provision of a kitchenette
and accessible WC at the west end, situated behind the screen
that was moved in the 1970’s re-ordering but this work is not
being progressed at present as the PCC wished to afford the new
incumbent an opportunity to review the plans.
At the same time a Faculty was granted for
work to improve inclusive access. The hilly
terrain means that every entrance to the building involves several steps, many of
which are worn. Wheelchair access has only been possible with the use of
inconvenient and heavy portable ramps. The solution to improve access for
wheelchair users, prams and those with walking difficulties is to install a
permanent ramp at the south door entrance to the Lady Chapel and then inside a
ramp down to the south aisle. Work on this took place at the end of 2020.
More information is available from the Statement of Needs which is available at
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7611/page/65966/view/.
The third part of our plans to improve the fitness of our church building for worship and for wider use
involves replacing our 40-year-old gas-fired boiler, for which replacement parts are hard to source and
which is not as effective as we need. We propose to install a new, more efficient, system enabling the
heating to be run at a constant temperature providing background heat and reducing fluctuations in
temperature as well as making it easier and more energy efficient to use. We are currently seeking
estimates and recommendations for this work, including the option of eliminating a gas boiler and
installing electric radiators.
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Completion of these projects will enable us to provide a more flexible space and community-friendly
environment and encourage more people into the church through social events, eg concerts (utilising
the excellent acoustics), exhibitions etc. The church hall is well used and this would give us scope to
increase community events (and also revenue) by using the church and hall at the same time.
We aim to fund some of this work ourselves from a significant bequest but also intend to apply for
funding from grant giving organisations such as National Churches Trust as well as reclaiming the VAT
via the Listed Places of Worship Grants for VAT.

Communications:
We are aware that our current website, www.stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk, is outdated, cluttered and in
need of revitalising. We have a current Webmaster who updates it regularly with weekly/one off
events but none of the congregation has the know-how to fully revamp it. The PCC has decided that
we should await the views of a new incumbent before making any changes. In the meantime, we have
a presence on A Church Near You: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7611/ which is updated
regularly and we have just appointed a new person to take charge of our Facebook and
Twitter accounts: @StMatthewsOxhey. We send out an electronic version of our
weekly notice sheet which is posted directly to Facebook and Twitter and added in
printable form to ACNY.
On a less technical level, in normal times our notices are available in printed form at our Sunday
morning service and have the collect and readings for the day printed on the reverse. We also have
two large noticeboards outside the church which we use to advertise regular and special services and
the hall.

Safeguarding
St. Matthew’s PCC has complied with the duty to have due regard to the House of Bishops’ guidance
in relation to safeguarding. The Parish Safeguarding Officer has scrupulously updated our policies for
safeguarding children and vulnerable adults and are available to view at:
http://www.stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk/Safeguarding%20Policy%202019.pdf.
Safeguarding is a topic revisited regularly by the PCC at its meetings to ensure we are all aware of
updates and advice from the Diocese.
Members of the Children’s and Youth Team, Churchwardens, and the PCC have continued to take part
in both Church of England online safeguarding training and Diocesan classroom-based safeguarding
training.

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)
With the introduction of GDPR in 2018 the PCC appointed a Data Protection Compliance Officer and
approved a Privacy Policy for the church which can be seen here:
http://www.stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk/St%20M%20Privacy%20Notice.pdf
All people who are clearly identifiable in pictures in this profile have given their permission to be
included.
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Finance
Income and Expenditure
Over a protracted period our parish income has fallen short of expenditure by gradually increasing
amounts. Fortunately the church has reserves, mainly from past bequest and property disposals,
which are mostly held in market-based investments. These have risen substantially in value so that
the accounts have typically shown the shortfall to be balanced by the unrealised gain. This has enabled
the parish to keep its buildings in good repair and to always meet its parish share in full. However the
major works to improve facilities, as described above, will involve reducing the investment balance,
thus threatening our future ability to rely on this approach.
In 2019 total income was £61,892; expenditure (of which £46,528 was parish share) exceeded this by
£14.075 with the shortfall again being met by the rise in investment values. The parish gives
approximately 10% of giving to charity. Expenditure in 2020 will be higher as a result of a break in
which caused a repair bill of £1,530 (although the majority of this was met by our insurers) and the
need to remove a fallen tree at a cost of £1,728. Along with everyone else our income will suffer from
loss of hall rental income.

Stewardship
The Parish participates in a stewardship scheme and the Treasurer acts as Stewardship Officer. Giving
by the regular congregation is currently a mixture of Giving envelopes, standing orders and Sunday
morning collections, although the use of Giving envelopes has fallen away during the pandemic as
donors have switched to standing orders. The average giving by monthly standing order
averaged £1,340 per month during 2020. We have recently signed up to the ‘Give-a-Little’
scheme operated by Visa that allows us to take donations by debit and credit card in church
and, more recently, on-line. This has been particularly useful at special services such as
Baptisms and Christmas and during Covid restrictions.
Due to the current pandemic our APCM was delayed until 12th October. The Annual Report and
Accounts for 2019 are now available on our ‘A Church Near You’ website:
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7611/page/66404/view/
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Conclusion
In short, there is an opportunity for you to make a difference, a challenge to increase the
congregation and to build new links with the community in the knowledge that you will have
the support of the Churchwardens, the PCC and the whole congregation.
If you would like to explore this opportunity further, either formally or informally, please
contact the Archdeacon of St. Albans who is happy to help you.

We look forward to meeting you.
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