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OVERVIEW 

 
The parishes of All Saints’, St. Paul’s Walden, and St. Martin’s, Preston are located in 
the beautiful North Hertfordshire countryside surrounding the villages of Whitwell 
and Preston. The villages are ideally located for commuting into London and around 
the South East, with a modern family-size vicarage in the village of Whitwell, next to 
the village primary school. Both villages have a flourishing community life with large 
numbers of groups and events, making up a community of diverse skills, 
occupations, interests and faiths. 

The incumbent will have Team Vicar status as part of the Hitchin Ministry Team, 
which provides a supportive, friendly and enthusiastic ministry to both Hitchin and 
these village parishes.  

The churches provide a focal point for the community, with many villagers having an 
association with the churches even if not attending regularly. Each church seeks to 
provide meaningful worship through a wide variety of services and events, aimed at 
all members of the community from residents of assisted living or care homes, to 
families and young children. We try to be creative, and are open to new ideas. 
Services such as Harvest, Lessons and Carols at Christmas, and Holiday clubs at 
Easter and the Summer attract many people, and we now seek to enable those who 
attend the festivals and Messy Church to be more engaged in an active part of the 
church family. 

Sunday school is offered most Sundays at All Saints,’ with a younger and older group 
offered if required. In the past few years the parish have prepared more than 9 
children for confirmation. However, in recent years the number of children attending 
has diminished, and we are keen to re-energise our links with the primary school and 
families in the village to secure the future of the church. At the same time, we aim to 
provide opportunities for learning about or deepening our Christian faith through 
studies or talks, providing relevant worship for teens, parents, with support from the 
Hitchin Team. 

We are seeking a new vicar who will become embedded in the community and, with 
support from the Hitchin Team, grow our church to become a beacon for those 
seeking to know and follow Jesus. 

This is a self-supporting ministry, house-for-duty position of 3 days per week, for the 
Parish of St Paul’s Walden with Preston, as part of the Hitchin Ministry Team.  
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WHERE WE LIVE 

 
The Benefice consists of the civil parishes of St Paul’s Walden (Whitwell, Bendish and 
St Paul’s Walden) with Preston. Whitwell is the largest community followed by 
Preston about 3 miles away. All Saints’ is the Parish church and located in St Paul’s 
Walden, about 1 mile from Whitwell, the main population centre of the Parish. The 
church in Preston village (St Martin’s) is a Chapel-at-ease, but functions more like a 
parish church. 
 

 
All Saints’ Church 

 

We are situated in a 
delightful rural area 
between Luton, Hitchin, 
Stevenage and 
Harpenden; with two 
direct rail lines to 
London, the M1 and 
A1(M) and Luton airport 
all conveniently located 
within 6 miles.  
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COMMUNITY 

The Parish consists of several communities (Whitwell being the largest ~1000), which 
have all managed to maintain their individual rural and historic characteristics whilst 
growing with regular small developments. The next development of some 42 houses 
is expected to start in 2019 in Whitwell. This provides a diverse community with a 
significant number of old village families, as well as professional and business people 
who commute to London, having moved to the Parish in the last couple of decades.  

There is warden-attended sheltered housing in Whitwell (Lime Tree House) and a 
Sue Ryder Home for the physically disabled between St Paul’s Walden and Preston. 
Although within 8 miles of several large towns, Whitwell supports a doctor’s surgery 
with a dispensary, post office store, charity shop, tea shop and garden centre/ 
greengrocer shop. There are several farms providing livery and space for a few small 
businesses.   

The majority of residents work 
outside the villages, travelling 
to Harpenden, St Albans, 
Hitchin, Stevenage, Luton and 
London. As well as several 
farms in the Parish, there are 
a number of businesses being 
run from local farm buildings 
as well as many home 
workers. 

 

 
Community of Whitwell 

All the 
communities have 
a real and living 
connection to the 
rural environment, 
either through 
strong farming 
communities, 
sporting interests 
or abundance of 
walks that attract 
many people 
throughout the 
year. 

Preston Summer Fate 
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EDUCATION 

Whitwell 
St Paul’s Walden JMI School (built in 1970s) in Whitwell has about 80 pupils, with an 
additional 36 children in the Preschool Nursery located on the same site. There has 
been considerable renovation over the last few years including the redevelopment 
of the Preschool 8 years ago. 

Its active PTA and Board of Governors ensures a large proportion of the parents are 
involved with the school and they run several events during the year, with good 
attendance from people outside the school.  The school has a keen involvement with 
the local 
environment, 
developing a school 
garden and wildlife 
area in its extensive 
grounds. 
 
There is also a weekly 
Mothers and 
Toddlers group run in 
the village hall. 

Preston 

Preston JMI is a Church of England Voluntary Controlled School with an on-site 
recently redeveloped Preschool/Nursery, totalling 97 pupils, with the many pupils 

from neighbouring 
villages and Hitchin. The 
incumbent is a member 
of the Board of 
Governors. A popular 
play school operates in 
the village hall in 
Preston.  
 

 

 

 

Princess Helena College, an independent day and boarding school for girls aged 11 to 
18, is an important ‘presence’ in Preston.   It is in the process of becoming Co-
educational. 
 
Secondary Education 

The villages’ close location to several towns makes it accessible to multiple 
secondary schools.  Most of the children attend the mixed and single sex schools in 
Hitchin and Harpenden. 
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LEISURE AND RECREATION 

There is a good sense of community in all parts of the parish and many newcomers 
remark on the friendly, welcoming atmosphere in the villages.   

The Parish is well known for its walking and cycling with regular visitors throughout 
the week providing good trade for the 3 pubs (Preston, St Pauls Walden and 
Whitwell) and tea shop in 
Whitwell. 
 
Whitwell 
There are activities for 
people of all ages in 
Whitwell.  In addition to 
the sports clubs (Tennis, 
Football, Badminton, 
Cricket), there is a very 
active amateur dramatics 
group ‘The Whitwell 
Players’, who amongst 
other performances put on the annual village pantomime involving all ages from 
across the village. The Women’s Institute maintains many of the village’s traditions 
and a day centre for the elderly at Lime Tree House creates a strong link for the 
many multi-generational village families. Whitwell has its own choir ‘Village Voices’ 
(~50 members from local villages) and new this year to the village has been the 
monthly film club. “Hello Out There” is a monthly afternoon tea at the village shop 
started by the Church to meet the needs of new people to the village and now has a 
regular following.   
 
The New Fellowship Village Hall provides a focal point for many of these societies 
and also several other classes (yoga, Pilates, children’s dance), as well as locating the 
Village 
Charity shop. 
 
The strong 
sense of 
community 
and 
involvement 
with these 
societies 
ensures lots 
of regular 
activities taking place and fundraising projects; this enabled the development of a 
new sports pavilion for the sports societies to share on the Recreation Ground.  
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Preston. 
The village has a large number of leisure and sports facilities and clubs including the 
ladies’ Preston Village Society (PVS), Preston’s answer to the WI, which meets 
monthly and the Preston Trust (of which over 80% of villagers are members).  
Preston has an exceedingly successful cricket club with both adult and colts’ teams 
and a summer Tennis and Swimming Club, which makes use of the Princess Helena 
College facilities. There are regular Pilates sessions at the village hall and a Village 
Choir.  
 

 
 

 
From a church funding perspective, Preston enjoys the support of the Friends of St 
Martin’s.  Fund-raising efforts include the end of May “Preston Gardens Open Day” 
during which some 15 gardens are on show, along with a veritable church full of 
flower arrangements, tea in the village hall and a barbeque with stalls on the Green 
opposite the Red Lion. The village pub is not only centrally located, but provides a 
focal point as it was one of the first pubs in the country to be owned by the 
community.    
 

 
St Martin’s Church 
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WORSHIP 

 
There are services in both churches each week, with the exception of the 1st Sunday, 
when it is a combined service that rotates between the two churches 

 
St Paul’s Walden (Electoral roll: 43)  

8am (3rd Sunday) Holy Communion BCP 8 Communicants 

11am  Parish Eucharist 25 Communicants 

11 am (3rd Sunday) Family Service (no communion) 25 Congregation 

Sue Ryder Home   

Lime Tree  12 Communicants 

Occasional Offices (average year): 

• Baptism:  5 

• Weddings: 4 

• Funerals (including cremations): 10  
 
Preston (Electoral roll: 36) 

9.30am   
Not 1st Sunday 

Parish Eucharist  20 communicants 

Combined Village & College 33 communicants. 

Occasional Offices (average year): 

• Baptism:  1 to 2  

• Weddings: 1 (every other year) 

• Funerals (including cremations): 2  
 

 
 
There are additional 7 members of the electoral roll outside the Parish 

 
In addition to weekly services there are additional events and celebrations: 

• Carol Service, crib service, Christingle service 

• Holiday Club in the summer 

• Joint service with Hitchin Team 

• Four Family praise services at St Martin’s 

• Monthly family praise services at All Saints’ 

• Lent and Advent Courses 
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• Additional Holy week services 

• Messy Good Friday 

• Remembrance service at the monument in Whitwell 

• In loving Memory Service annually 

• Pets Service 

 
The All Saints’ Carol and Crib service have a combined congregation in excess of 350, 
which reflects how important the church is to the Parish. 
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PASTORAL AND ECUMENICAL 

All Saints’ 
All Saints’ is of moderate and central 
churchmanship. The Eucharist is the main 
act of worship (Rite A) with vestments. 
Members of the congregation are 
involved in the service undertaking the 
Intercessions, Readings, serving and 
offertory. There is a robed choir affiliated 
to the RSCM, led by an organist who is a 
professional musician.  The regular band 
of bell ringers play before the Sunday 
morning service. 

 
 

 
 
St Martin’s 

St Martin’s is of similar churchmanship and outlook to All Saints’, with music 
provided by the same organist. 
 
Parish Ministry 

There has been an emphasis on shared ministry during the recent incumbency 
between the two churches and with the Hitchin Ministry Team.  

Also, within the Parish, the ministry team undertake home visits and takes 
communion to the house bound. A fortnightly 09.30 hrs Holy Communion Service 
takes place at Lime Tree House (warden-attended, sheltered housing) in Whitwell, 
which is well attended by the residents and village people. Additionally, a fortnightly 
service, with reserve sacrament, is held at the Sue Ryder Home, Stagenhoe. Morning 
Prayer takes place every Tuesday morning at All Saints’. 

School assemblies take place in both Infant / junior schools, fortnightly in Preston 
and monthly in Whitwell. Princess Helena College have their leavers’ services in St 
Martins Church. Visits to the nursery school and toddler groups ensure that villagers 
are aware of our presence in the villages and school trips to the Churches are 
encouraged. 

Both villages come together for our Advent and Lent course groups. Services for Lent 
and Holy week tend to be united services, with both Churches holding their own 
Christmas Services. 

Along side the Occasional Offices of Wedding, Funeral and Baptism visits, attending 
Parish events and socials is seen as part of the Ministry, as many people work out-
side the villages making contact challenging.  Creating this visible presence is 
particularly important in Whitwell, as the Church is located at St Pauls Walden (~1 
mile away).
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CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE 

 
All Saints’ 
The Church is active in visiting the school, nursery and toddler groups, encouraging 
them to our “Messy Church” service on Good Friday and family services. The 
Mothering Day service, Harvest Festival and Christingle services are very well 
attended, with the school choir and Village Voices joining us at the Christmas Carol 
Service.  

Our 2 day holiday club runs in the summer holidays attracting over 30 children. 
Whilst we have a core of family worshippers at the Church, we are aware that we 
need to encompass more of the young people in the community, who tend to go out 
of the area for activities once old enough.  

 
 
St Martin’s 

Four Family Praise services a year with the help of two local mums have been well 
attended and the numbers of children attending and participating in these are 
growing. 

THE HITCHIN TEAM 

The Hitchin Team comprises of 7 Churches, St Mary’s (which is the Main Parish 
Church in Hitchin), St Mark’s, St Faith’s, Holy Saviour and a newly formed Hub 
Church. All Saints’ and St Martin’s became part of the team a couple of years ago, to 
help provide continuity and support for our Incumbent. This has proved valuable, 
especially during vacations.  It is important to note that our Parish is run by our 
Incumbent, with the resources and support of the Hitchin Team. 

An annual team service takes place each year in the summer which is organised by 
all the Churches.  
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PCC 

A combined PCC oversees maintenance and care of the church buildings and 
churchyards, the organisation of finance and administration of the church.  Although 
the representatives on the PCC focus on their own churches with regards to their 
fabric and managing 
the weekly worship, 
the PCC works 
together to provide a 
unified and 
collaborative 
approach for 
managing policies and 
some of the 
administrative duties. 
Our church 
administrator 
provides necessary 
support to the 
incumbent.  

There are several 
groups that oversee 
the PCC duties, of which the Worship group meets regularly to plan services through-
out the year.  Preston has a separate committee with other church members to help 
manage their duties. 

Broader community support is provided at both churches. St Martin’s has an active 
‘Friends’ which supports fund raising for maintenance and restoration of the church, 
and All Saints’ has formed a Preservation Trust to gain wider community support and 
involvement to maintain its Fabric. 
 
THE BUILDINGS 

All Saints’ 
All Saints’ Church (Grade 1 listed) dates from the 12th century. The Church Annexe 
built in 1974 provides accommodation for meetings, choir practices, Sunday School, 
as well as visiting church groups for quiet days and educational events. It receives 
many visitors, in part attracted by being the location of the baptism of Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother, who spent her childhood on the adjacent estate 
of St Paul’s Walden Bury. 
 
St Martin’s 

St Martin’s Church (Grade II listed) is a simple Arts and Crafts building dating from 
1900. A series of large restoration projects have been carried out during the last 15 
years and is now in excellent structural and decorative repair. 
St Martin’s churchyard is maintained by a few voluntary working parties with help 
towards grass cutting from the Parish Council. 
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FINANCE 

The two churches manage their finances separately but share incumbent and parish-
share costs.  The PCC has always paid its full Parish share contribution. 
 
Income derives from a combination of direct giving, covenants and gifts, with the 
overall annual Surplus typically £10000-15000, which provides healthy reserves for 
church maintenance.  
 
The parish donates approximately 10% of regular income to a number of local, 
national and international charities. 
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VICARAGE & EXPENSES 

The 5-bedroom Vicarage is situated on the edge of the village of Whitwell, next to 
the school, on a quiet country lane and overlooking countryside. It is a 1970’s style 
house with a garage and moderate size garden that is easy to run and maintain.  It 
makes an ideal family house.  
 
It has an office and study for the incumbent to use for parish business. 
 
All windows are double-glazed and it has gas-central heating. Expenses are paid in 
full and shared pro-rata between the two churches. 
 

 
The Vicarage next to Whitwell School 
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NEW INCUMBENT’S ROLE 

 
It is important that he or she has an understanding of the nature of the rural 
ministry, taking the opportunities to be seen as a presence within the village, 
supporting local events - even if it means lunch at a school and visiting the three 
local pubs!  Being involved in community life, recognising that the lines between 
church and community are often more blurred in a rural setting than in an urban or 
suburban one. The leadership style needed is very much an enabling one, 
encouraging, supporting and training lay leadership. 

Maintaining links with all the village schools and the Sue Ryder Home (50 severely 
disabled residents) is important and needs to be maintained. 

There needs to be a commitment to the theology and practice of shared ministry, 
within the two churches of the parish and being part of the Hitchin team. The 
incumbent needs the vision to see both these Churches grow. We are looking for a 
guiding hand to encourage the congregation to take ownership of change, and to 
guide us along this path to drive the group forward and help develop shared 
ministry. 

The experience of our newly retired “part-time” vicar and considering the rural 
environment involving two centres of population with lots of remote farms, hamlets 
and individual dwelling, makes it clear that pastoral care is an important 
consideration in the role of the Incumbent.  

In summary, we care about our village.  We have a vibrant well-maintained church, 
full of opportunities and a village with an emphasis on care in our community.  We 
are fortunate indeed to live in such beautiful surroundings and to be part of the 
combined Ministry of All Saints’ and St Martins’ backed-up and supported by our 
friends in the Hitchin Team Ministry.  For that we are exceedingly thankful! 
 
      
 


