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What is UK Parliament Week?
A programme of events and activities that connects
people with the UK Parliament and democracy.
There is something for everyone: whether you
attend or organise an event or simply take part in
conversation online @YourUKParl.
Organisations across the UK run events and
activities throughout UK Parliament Week which
explore what the UK Parliament means to them
and their community.
It’s great to see that Churches and related
organisations are taking part in UK Parliament
Week this year. We’ve developed this resource
specifically with you in mind. We thank The Right
Reverend David Urquhart, Bishop of Birmingham
and Convenor of the bishops in the House of Lords,
for his support in designing this resource.

How do we take part?
Tell us you’re taking part!
Sign up at
www.ukparliamentweek.org
Receive your free UK Parliament Week kit, with lots of resources and ideas
to help with your activity.
Fill in our online feedback form and receive and official UK Parliament Week
Certificate.

www.ukparliamentweek.org
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Suggested Sermons
Using Power to Serve Matthew 20.20-28
[Lectionary: the Matthew reading may next be heard on Sunday 13th May 2018]
The mother of James and John asks Jesus that her sons be given a position in the new Kingdom that he speaks
of. A position implies power: the closer you are to the king, the more powerful you are seen to be.
She requests this as Jesus and his followers approach Jerusalem where he will soon be crucified. By this stage,
he has been teaching his disciples for a number of years, but still he says, ‘you do not know what you are
asking’. It’s not just James and John: none of them seem to have understood his teaching, for the rest of the
twelve are angry when they hear about the request. They fear that if James and John gain position power,
others will lose it. For them this is a zero-sum game.
Jesus tells them about an entirely different kind of kingdom, and in doing so, describes the leadership that he
is about to enact in his passion. This is servant leadership: leading only for the good of others. He contrasts
this with the godless leadership of the Gentiles, whose ‘great ones are tyrants over them’.
This reading can be used to reflect on the achievements and challenges of UK democracy in Parliament
Week. There are very different approaches that could be taken. Your sermon will want to reflect the local
circumstances and the confidence of your congregation. Reflecting on these circumstances, you may want to
emphasize one of the following themes:

6

•

Power
Reflecting on the disciples’ jockeying for position and power, we can ask, how do we feel about power,
and about those who represent us with their power? These may not be Christian feelings: A sermon
about power may release feelings and frustrations about living in a country following the Credit Crunch
and Brexit. This is a rich, deep theme, and there may be more than can be dealt with in a single week.
Remember how hard the disciples found it to get their head around the idea of power and how strongly
it stirred them: follow up the theme through Advent and beyond.

•

Facilitating a Serving Democracy
Reflecting on Jesus’ call to use power to serve, we can ask, what is our role, and the role of our church
in helping people use their democratic power? Does our church or denomination have a history of
engagement that can be remembered in a sermon? Who do we know, as individuals or as a church,
involved in democracy? How can we support and encourage, pray for and work with, our MPs and
councillors in their difficult tasks? How can we help our neighbourhood to engage with democracy
today?

•

Confidence in democracy
Reflecting on Jesus’ comparison of two kinds of leadership, we can remember that there are places in the
world without democracy. Are they worse off than us? In many parts of the UK, trust in democracy seems
low, yet we would lose so much if we no longer lived in a democratic state. The struggle for democracy
been in the UK has been centuries long: do we value what we have? Is that struggle continuing, or is the
work done? We can best value democracy by taking part in it: does that simply mean voting? Or is there
more we can do?
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Suggested Prayer
We may want pray:
•

Put a spirit of faithfulness and service into the hearts of those who serve us in Parliament and in local
government;

•

Give the bishops of the Church of England in the House of Lords, who must speak for all British people,
the courage to reflect the grace, peace and mercy of Jesus Christ in their work;

•

Hear our thanks for those who have faced struggle, suffering and even death over the centuries to create
and defend parliamentary democracy and the universal right to vote in the UK;

•

In an era of devolution, bless the work of those involved in negotiating and crafting legislation for the
UK’s departure from the EU, and those working in government in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland;

•

Reach out to any who feel excluded or confused by politics; help them to find their voice and place in the
nation’s democratic life;

•

Give courage, steadfastness and hope to all those struggling for representation and the rule of law in
other parts of the world;

•

Strengthen the work of the Church and human rights charities and group, and all those who campaign
for freedom of expression and political freedom

•

Give your church in this place the imagination and hope to connect with the concerns of our
neighbourhood and the work of our local politicians

www.ukparliamentweek.org
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The House of Lords
The House of Lords is the second chamber of the UK Parliament, working alongside the House of Commons.
The Lords shares the task of making and shaping laws and checking and challenging the work of the
government.
Around 800 people are members of the House of Lords, almost all Life Peers. Members are appointed by
the Queen on the advice of the prime minister. Some non-party political members are recommended by an
independent body, the House of Lords Appointments Commission.
The House of Lords includes 26 bishops of the Church of England sitting alongside Life Peers from a range of
other faiths and none. Bishops play an active role in the work of the Lords, contributing to debates, holding
the government to account and addressing a broad range of issues from homelessness to immigration, tax
credits to education. A bishop also starts every day of business by leading prayers.
The government is usually formed by the party with most MPs (members of the House of Commons) so the
government generally wins votes on bills in the Commons. Most members of the House of Lords do not
belong to the governing party – including bishops – so the government does not have a majority in the Lords.
Members of the House of Lords come from different backgrounds and professions. Many remain active in
their careers and are experts in their fields – the House draws on this experience when it checks draft laws and
government actions and during its investigative committee work.
The Lords has three main roles:
Making laws
Members spend more than half their time considering bills (draft laws). All bills have to be considered by both
Houses of Parliament before they can become law. Members examine each bill, line-by-line, before it becomes
law. Many of these bills affect our everyday lives, covering areas such as welfare, health and education. Indepth consideration of public policy.
Shaping public policy
Members use their extensive individual experience to investigate public policy often in select committees
- small groups appointed to consider specific policy areas. In the 2016-17 session, House of Lords select
committees produced 41 reports on subjects including the Brexit process with six Brexit reports in six days, the
‘Great Repeal Bill’ and delegated powers, children and the internet and autonomous vehicles.
Holding government to account
Members scrutinise the work of the government during question time and debates in the chamber, where
government ministers must respond. In the 2016-17 session, members held the government to account with
7,830 oral and written questions and 154 debates on a broad range of issues.

8
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Activities

Talks and workshops
Invite people to hear a talk or attend a workshop. This can help your audience understand more about the
work of your organisation and why it’s taking part in UK Parliament Week. You can deliver the talk yourself or
you can ask an external speaker to do so.
The speakers at your talk or workshop can vary depending on what you want your audience to know. Here are
a few ideas for who you could invite:
MPs
Members of Parliament can offer excellent insight into the work of Parliament. You can invite your
local MP to hold an assembly about their role and how your audience can engage with their work.
Find out who your MP is and how to contact them on our website: goo.gl/jszAfR.
Members of the House of Lords
Twenty-six bishops of the Church of England sit in the House of Lords alongside Life Peers from a range of
other faiths and none. Bishops play an active role in the work of the House of Lords, contributing to debates
and holding the government to account.
Find out more about the careers and interests of members of the House of Lords on the Parliament website.
www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/lords/
A member of your local authority
Find out if your mayor or local councillor is available to talk about what they do. Their roles are essential to
local politics, and UK Parliament Week is a great opportunity to learn more about this.

10

Church Resource Booklet | UK Parliament Week

Debating

								

Warm-up games
Suitable for: Children aged 7 and above
Aim: To help children develop debating skills through games and exercises
How long: 10minutes to 1 hour, depending on the number of activities used
Here are some quick warm-up games and exercises to get students thinking, and to lay the groundwork for
more formal debating.
Warm up your voice
Debating is a vocal business so use these fun tongue twisters to get everyone warmed up and speaking clearly.
The class stands in a circle as you conduct the tongue twisters, repeating and speeding up as you go until it all
falls apart!
•
•
•
•

Red leather, yellow leather
Seventy-seven benevolent elephants
She sells seashells on the seashore
Wayne went to Wales to watch walruses

Vote with your feet
Get the class up on their feet and assign one side of the room as ‘For’ and one as ‘Against’.
Flash up on your interactive whiteboard or call out a range of quick-fire proposals for new laws. The class must
vote with their feet, immediately moving to the appropriate side of the room.
You could choose topics that are relevant to your school or area, or use these topics:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tests should be brought in for people wanting to use skateboards
All those aged under 16 should watch no more than five hours of television a week
School uniform should be banned in all schools
School uniform should be compulsory in all schools
Owners of large dogs should pass a test to prove they are able to control them
The wearing of cycle helmets should be enforceable by law
There should be an equal number of female and male Members of Parliament
The working week and weekend should be swapped – a two-day week and a five-day weekend
Students should be free to leave school at 12 and get a job
Private car ownership should be banned to protect the environment

‘Today’s most enjoyable
thing was when we
debated about the issues
pretending to be in the
House of Commons.’

www.ukparliamentweek.org
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Extension
After each vote ask one or two people from either side to explain why they voted that way. Give
students the opportunity to change sides if they wish.
Paper review
Give each group a copy of a national or local newspaper – either printed or online.
The groups have 5 minutes to choose from their paper 3 stories that they think will make good
debating subjects.
Allow 5 minutes more to whittle the choice down to one subject and to list the main points for and against.
Get each group to report back to the whole class; ask them to describe the method they used to agree
their final choice, such as discussing or arguing, secret voting, open voting, coin toss etc.
Draw out the key elements of: individual ideas, opinion forming, influencing others, rational argument,
citing facts and accepting the majority opinion.
Balloon debate
This well-known debating game can serve as a fun introduction to debating.
It calls on these key debating elements:
•
•
•
•

Clarity of argument
Ability to get your point across
Considering the arguments
Voting

In the classic version a group of students, say 5 (although the number is variable), each pick a famous
person to ‘speak as’.
They stand at the front of the class.
They imagine that they are in a balloon basket and the balloon is losing height so that, one by one, the
speakers must be thrown out to reduce weight!
Each student makes a statement as the famous person, explaining why he or she should be saved.
When all have spoken, the class votes on whom to throw out of the basket. There is then another
round and so on until only one person remains and becomes the winner.

Extension
Keep the structure of the balloon debate, but replace the famous people with ideas that the students
present and argue for. They could use the ‘new law’ format (see Vote with your feet). In this version,
groups select their law and nominate a representative for the debate. To avoid partisanship you might
deny teams the opportunity to vote for their own debater.
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Debating
Changing things and getting your message across
Suitable for: Any age (with adaptions if necessary)
Aim: To introduce and test knowledge about the UK Parliament using a fun quiz format
How long: Variable, from a few minutes when time allows to 20 to 30 minutes in teams with answers
(longer with the extention activity)

Before you begin
Before the session, select the motion(s) for the debate. These may have grown out of the other exercises in
these resources or be local issues affecting either the community or the school.
If you prefer you can use one of the following proposals for a new law:
•
•
•
•
•
•

All school classes should have a pet so that children can learn about looking after animals
Every school should provide children with bikes and cycle training
School holidays should be longer
School holidays should be shorter
All pupils should be provided with tablet computers for use at school and at home
All pupils should be provided with virtual reality headsets to make learning more interesting

Children will work in small groups of 3 to 5. You can give each group the same motion or each group can
have their own.
1. Whole class discussion
Ask what a ‘motion’ is in a debate. Draw out the fact that it is a statement that gives the topic for debate.
Ask which of the following could be debate motions:
•
•
•
•

Children should get a free apple each day
I’m happy
I’m looking forward to the holidays
Cyclists should have to wear helmets by law

Point out that the word ‘should’ can help turn an idea into a motion:
Idea: Wearing cycle helmets is a good thing.
Motion: Cyclists should have to wear helmets.
2. Task setting and small group work
Point out that in a debate the side proposing the motion (those who are ‘for’ it) will want to get their
message across in a clear way that will persuade people that it is right. Those opposing (against) the motion
will want to do the same thing from their point of view. So the motion has to be thought about and
discussed fully with all the for and against points considered carefully. Only once this has happened can a
vote be taken to decide whether the motion is carried (agreed to) or not.
Explain that their next task is to take their motion and work out the most important thing they can say to
support it. To do this they will need to think about:
•
•
•
•

14

Why it’s important
What difference it will make
Who it will help
If it would cost anything and why it would be worth spending money on
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3. The rest of this lesson plan focuses on slogans. Explain that these are short phrases that are easy to
remember. They can be used by supporters of a motion to get their message across in a memorable way.
Examples:
Motion: All school classes should have a pet so that children can learn about looking after animals.
Slogan: Pets – every class should learn how to care!
Motion: School holidays should be longer.
Slogan: Longer holidays make happier learners!
4. Introduce the idea of campaigning, explaining that a campaign is a set of activities to achieve a goal.
Refer to any campaigns that the children may be aware of locally (such as keeping a school open),
nationally (anti or pro badger cull, general election or talent show Twitter campaigns), or historically
(votes for women, abolition of the slave trade). Ask what methods are used by campaigners to get their
message across and talk about press releases, social media, advertisements and posters, radio and TV
interviews.
Development: Working in their groups or individually children can create an attractive poster using the
slogan and adding ‘Vote for...’ with their chosen motion below. They should think about any design or
illustration details that will help the poster to stand out.
Timing is flexible depending on the media used. This can be a continuing task to which children can
return at different times.
Small groups can research a range of campaigns by charities and other organisations that have a
message they are trying to get across. What techniques do they use to persuade people? What makes a
good campaign?
Timing is flexible and development activities can be worked around other tasks as time is available.
You can find more primary debating resources at www.parliament.uk/education-resources/
Parliament%20Week/Primary%20Debating%20Resources%202016.pdf

‘The thing that made me
think the most was for
sure the different opinions
of other people.’

UK Parliament Week 2016 Participant
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Debating
A formal debate
Suitable for: Older primary and middle school students
Aim: To underline the importance of having a clear motion when debating.
To introduce the idea of campaigning, exploring how views can be conveyed and people influenced.
How long: proximately 40 minutes to 1 hour, with potential for extension
Tip!
Curriculum links: English, Citizenship/PSHE (England), PDMU (Northern Ireland), Social Studies (Scotland), PSE (Wales)
Resources needed
Pens/pencils and paper for each group
Materials for creating posters for each group (optional)

Arrange the room so that there is a chair for each student, with chairs arranged in two blocks facing each
other. Place a chair for the Speaker at one end between the two blocks.
Before the session, select the motion for debate. This may have grown out of the other exercises in this pack
or could be any issue that your class would like to discuss. It should be a topic on which there will be a variety
of opinions.
The role of the Speaker: You can either take the role of the Speaker yourself or ask one of the students to
do so. This option may lengthen the time needed for the activity as you will need to establish guidelines with
them and offer support during the debate. It is also possible to allow different children to take the role of
Speaker during the debate.
See the ‘Interactive map of the House of Commons’ for a helpful layout illustration:
www.parliament.uk/visiting/online-tours/virtualtours/commons-tour
1. Task setting
Explain to the class that the UK Parliament is where decisions are made on many issues that affect everybody
in the United Kingdom. Explain that Parliament is made up of two Houses (groups of people) who discuss and
vote on issues. They are the House of Commons and the House of Lords. Explain that today the class will make
a decision on their chosen motion in the same way that the House of Commons does.
Explain the following:
• The House of Commons Chamber is where MPs (Members of Parliament) discuss motions;
• MPs represent different areas of the country. You could compare this to how school councillors
represent each class and come together at council meetings;
• Explain that for this session they will be debating the chosen motion, just like MPs, in their own version
of the House of Commons;
• Today those sitting on the right-hand side will begin the debate arguing for the motion, those on the
left, against.
Explain that debates in the House of Commons are chaired by a person known as ‘the Speaker’ who
chooses who will speak and ensures that both sides of the argument are heard. Also explain that it is the
Speaker who makes sure that everyone follows the rules.
Once chosen, the Speaker should take his or her seat in the chair at the end of the rows.
Speaker of the House of Commons, Rt Hon.John Bercow MP

16

Church Resource Booklet | UK Parliament Week

Explain the following rules for the debate:
• Individuals stand up to show that they would like to speak. When the Speaker selects someone,
everyone else must sit down whilst the chosen person makes his or her point. When they have
finished, they sit down again and everyone else who wants to speak stands up again.
• Only one person may speak at a time.
• Speeches should not go on for too long (you may wish to set a time limit of 3 minutes).
• If anyone breaks the rules or the session becomes too rowdy, the Speaker will say ‘Order, order’
which means ‘be quiet’.
• The Speaker’s decision is final.
2. Discussion in pairs
Ask the children to turn to the person next to them and come up with ideas that explain why they are for
or against the motion, depending on which side of the room they are sitting.
If using a student to act as the Speaker ensure they understand the role. Take this time to go through
expectations with them, instructing them to choose a participant from each side in turn and to call
‘Order, order’ when needed. Explain that you will help them to keep order if needed.
3. Debating
Bring the class together. Explain that the debate will start when the Speaker stands and calls out the name
of the motion: ‘Today we will be debating [insert motion]’
Allow enough time for the students to debate the main points of the motion. If the students appear
reluctant to debate, step in with questions. Record the main points on the board for the students to refer
to if needed.
If you have a student Speaker, assist them and advise them who to call as necessary.
It is important to point out that although the students begin on one side or the other they can be persuaded
by the debate into changing their mind (although they do not physically move across the room).
4. Voting
When you feel that the debate has run its course or you are out of time, the Speaker should announce
that the debate is over. Explain that everyone can now vote on the motion. The Speaker should now
repeat the motion and ask: ‘All those in favour, say Aye’; those who agree will say ‘Aye’. Then the Speaker
should ask: ‘All those against the motion, say no’ and those who disagree will say ‘No’. The Speaker
announces the results.
5. Summary
Explain to the class that they have just been involved in a democratic process by making a joint decision in
a fair and thoughtful way.
Ask:
•
•
•
•

How did they reach their final decision?
Did anyone change their mind and if so, why?
What did they think of the process and could it be improved?
Recap on the key terms (Parliament, House of Commons, debate, Speaker, motion)

Finally point out that in the UK’s democratic system a key role is played by the House of Lords. This
is a second chamber whose members also take time to consider and debate key issues, sometimes
suggesting changes for the House of Commons to think about.

www.ukparliamentweek.org
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Ballot box

Suitable for: Best for children 7 years old and beyond, including middle school students
Aim: To bring democracy to life using the ballot box supplied with this pack
How Long: Variable depending on the activities chosen. Each of the activities can spread over several days
in short chunks or be completed in one go.

Ways to use the ballot box from your UK Parliament Week Schools Kit.
The box brings all of the discussions and activities around democracy to life. Casting an actual ballot is a
moment of drama, a decision made in a physical way. Using the box helps children to understand that:
• Once a ballot is cast, it cannot be un-cast;
• Democratic decisions require careful consideration;
• Democracy involves people in a collective act.
Use the ballot box alongside other activities. You can incorporate the ballot box into other activities in this pack:
In assembly: produce the box and talk about it whenever the opportunity arises in discussing democracy.
In quizzes: if answers are written, have children place their answer sheets in the ballot box to symbolise that
they cannot now be changed, and to link the activity to democracy.
In debating: For or Against votes can be cast in the ballot box.
In school councils: introduce the ballot box for key votes and elections.
Secret ballots
Discuss the notion of a secret ballot with the whole class. Give the following scenarios and ask whether they
should be decided by a show of hands or a secret ballot. Drawing out the following:
•
•
•
•

We use the word ‘anonymous’, meaning that no one knows how a person votes.
Anonymous ballots prevent bullying and intimidation.
They prevent improper influence such as bribery.
They can be used to spare people’s feelings.

Scenario 1 In the early days of spaceflight there were 7 astronauts who each wanted to be the first American
to go into space. They were all asked who it should be. How did they decide this, by a show of hands or a
secret ballot? (A secret ballot was used in which each astronaut wrote down a name on a piece of paper; they
were not allowed to write their own name.)
Scenario 2 A school choir is deciding which songs to sing at the Christmas Fair. Should they decide by secret
ballot or a show of hands? (A show of hands would be appropriate because no-one is personally involved and
there is little room for intimidation.)
Scenario 3 Two children in the same class have written poems for the end of year concert, but each class
can only read one poem. How should the decision be made? (A secret ballot is best to avoid hurting anyone’s
feelings and to allow the vote to be on merit not favouritism.)
Scenario 4 The country is holding a general election. There are big discussions and even arguments. Some
people accuse others of telling lies and using abusive language. General elections are always decided by a
secret ballot - why is this? Does anyone think that it would be better if MPs were elected by a non-secret
method, so that everyone would know how everyone voted?

www.ukparliamentweek.org
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Quiz
What do you know about your UK Parliament?
Aim: To introduce and test knowledge about the UK Parliament using a fun quiz format

Introduction
There are 30 questions about Parliament and democracy which you can use in a variety of ways. They are
grouped in 3 sections, Easy, Harder and Hardest.
Random questions for form time
Use the questions in a quick-fire unstructured fashion whenever you have a moment to fill during form time.
Team quiz
In History lessons or when focusing on Citizenship organise the class into teams. You can either select the
fastest responders by hands-up, ask a question of each team in turn (with points lost for an incorrect answer),
or run a more formal quiz where each team writes down their answers – like a pub quiz.
Quiz night for parents
Run a quiz night as a fund-raiser using the questions below, or you can find a complete set of 60 questions in 6
categories for adults at www.ukparliamentweek.org

Questions
Easy
1.

In which part of London are the Houses of Parliament? Greenwich, Westminster, Hounslow (Westminster)

2.

What is the title of the Leader of the United Kingdom Government? Supreme Leader, Head Minister,
Prime Minister (Prime Minister)

3.

What is someone elected to Parliament called? a Member of Parliament, a Councillor, a Governor (a
Member of Parliament)

4.

There are two chambers in Parliament, the House of Commons and the House of…? Uncommons, Lords,
Senators (Lords)

5.

What is the name of the largest bell in the clock tower? Big Bertie, the Westminster Clanger, Big Ben (Big
Ben)

6.

Which river is right next to the Houses of Parliament? the Ouse, the Thames, the Trent (Thames)

7.

MPs are elected by people in areas called what? Constituencies, Constitutions, Conglomerates
(Constituencies)

8.

The Prime Minister and Ministers are known as what? the Board, the Senate, the Cabinet (the Cabinet)

9.

The box in which voters put their votes is known as what? Ballot box, Voting box, Election box (Ballot box)

10. Where does the Prime Minister live? the Palace of Westminster, Buckingham Palace, 10 Downing Street
(10 Downing Street)

20

Church Resource Booklet | UK Parliament Week

Harder
1.

Which feature film was the first to be granted permission to shoot in the Houses of Parliament? The Dam
Busters (1955), The Iron Lady (2011), Suffragette (2015) (Suffragette)

2.

What was achieved by the House of Lords Act 1999? The House of Lords was formed, Peers inheriting a
seat in the House of Lords was ended, the House of Lords was abolished (Peers inheriting a seat in the
House of Lords was ended)

3.

In what year were women first given the vote in parliamentary elections? 1818, 1918, 1938 (1918)

4.

What happened to the Houses of Parliament in October 1834? They were destroyed by fire, they were
opened to the public, they were closed because of a plague of rats (destroyed by fire)

5.

What happened to the House of Commons in May 1941? The doors jammed trapping the MPs, a light
fitting fell on the Prime Minister’s head, it was bombed by the Luftwaffe − the German air force (it was
bombed by the Luftwaffe)

6.

 hat do we call the people who try to ensure that MPs vote with the way the leaders of their party
W
want? Enforcers, Whips, Prodders (Whips)

7.

What is the title of the person in both the Lords and the Commons who announces business, the result of
votes and keeps order? the chair, the Speaker, the Lord Speaker, Black Rod (the Speaker in the House of
Commons, the Lord Speaker in the House of Lords)

8.

What do the letters PMQ stand for? Prime Minister’s Questions, Particular Marked Questions, People’s
Main Queries (Prime Minister’s Questions)

9.

E very year, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, who is in charge of the country’s finances, makes a special
speech announcing plans for the economy. What is this known as? the Accounts, the Audit, the Budget
(the Budget)

10. Which party has a majority in the House of Lords? the Conservative Party, the Labour Party, no one party
(no one party)
11. In what does the Chancellor carry the notes for this speech? A red leather case, a locked metal box, a
velvet bag with purple ribbons (a red leather case)

www.ukparliamentweek.org
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Quiz
Hardest
1.

T he youngest MP ever was Christopher Monck, who was elected in 1667. How old was he at the time?
13, 16, 18 (13)

2.

T he tower with a large clock usually known as Big Ben has a proper name. What is it? the Common’s
Tower, Victoria Clock Tower, the Elizabeth Tower (the Elizabeth Tower)

3.

What is the diameter of the clock faces on this tower? 5 metres, 7 metres, 12 metres (7 metres)

4.

To the nearest 10, how many staircases are there in the Palace of Westminster? 50, 75, 100 (100)

5.

Which of these is not allowed to stand as a member of Parliament? People who have been in prison for
6 months, police officers, people under 21 (police officers – if still serving; people who have been in
prison for less than a year are allowed to stand)

6.

How many speakers of the House of Commons have been executed? 2, 4, 7 (7 between 1393 and 1535)

7.

Pitt the Younger was the youngest Prime Minister to date. How old was he when he became Prime
Minister? 18, 22, 24 (24)

8.

What is the name of the group of members of the House of Lords without a party allegiance? 		
Crossbenchers, Neutrals, Independents (Crossbenchers)

9.

In 1605 who was ‘John Johnson’? Prime Minister, Guy Fawkes’ false name, the man who arrested Guy
Fawkes (Guy Fawkes’ false name)

10. Spencer Perceval was Prime Minister from 1809 to 1812. What makes him special? He was the first PM
to live in Downing St., he bought his dog Shiner into the Commons, he was assassinated in the House of
Commons (he was assassinated)
11. There are purple ribbons next to MPs coat hangers in their cloakroom. What are they for? so that MPs
can hang up their swords, to be put on a seat to reserve it, to tie up scrolls (so that MPs can hang up
their swords)

Extension
Working in teams, students research and devise their own questions about democracy. Topics can include:
• National Assemblies and Parliaments
• Our school council
• History of democracy (ancient Greeks, early parliaments, votes for women etc.)
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Art
Activities and games
Colouring sheets
We have included two colouring-in images for younger children.
The Clock Tower
Show images of the Elizabeth Tower, which many
people call Big Ben, explaining that this is actually the
name of the largest bell inside the clock tower.
You could ask the following questions:

Point out:
• The colours – green benches and carpet. Green
is the main colour of the House of Commons,
red is the main colour of the House of Lords.

• Who’s the Elizabeth Tower named after? (Her
Majesty the Queen)

• The Speaker’s chair, and explain the role of the
Speaker in organising business and keeping order.

• When does Big Ben (the bell) strike? (To mark
the hours)

• The red lines – MPs are not allowed to speak in the
chamber if they are standing between the lines.

• What colour should the bus be? (Red)

• The perspective – the way that things further
away appear smaller. The red lines give a clear
guide to getting the perspective right.

Encourage them to think imaginatively:
• What kind of clock face should it have - with
hands or a digital display?

• If they could choose the colours of House of
Commons chamber, what would they choose
any why?

• Should it have a bell, another sound, or a voice?
• What other things might the tower include: a
viewing platform, a roller coaster, a giant screen?
• Children could also play the game to be found
at www.parliament.uk/education/teachingresources-lesson-plans/big-ben-game.
Inside the House of Commons
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Notes

Notes

Find out more
www.ukparliamentweek.org
0207 219 2335
ukparliamentweek@parliament.uk
@yourukparl
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