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Terms of Reference 

To exercise any right of patronage held by the Board in relation to (currently 22) benefices in the 
diocese. 

Living God’s Love 

The Board engages with Living God’s Love through participating in the appointment process and 
seeking to appoint high calibre clergy who are able and ready to engage fully with the aims of Living 
God’s Love. In making appointments and in continuing contact with the benefices in its gift, the 
Board supports the outcomes of spiritual and numerical growth. 

Meetings held 

The Board met three times during the year.   

New appointments 

The Board was pleased to have been involved in the following appointments: 
 Barkway, Barley, Reed & Buckland w – Ruth Pyke (appointed by the crown as alternate  

patron) 

 Flitwick – Lucy Davis 
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 Houghton Regis – Diego Galanzino (priest in charge) 

 South Mymms & Ridge – Karen Turner (priest in charge) 
 

Current vacancies 

As at 31st December 2015, there were vacancies in the Board’s livings at: 

 Wilden with Colmworth and Ravensden (alternate with the Lord Chancellor & the Bishop of 
St Albans; suspended) 

 Wymington w Podington (suspended) 

 

Pastoral Reorganisation 

The Board was consulted on proposals to suspend the Patron’s right of presentation to allow for 
possible pastoral reorganisation in a number of cases.  

 
Clergy training and Vacancies 
 
The Board observed that it was important that opportunities were found for clergy to train in two-
parish and multi-parish benefices, as these contexts provided different challenges from single-parish 
benefices. 
 
The Board also discussed the low number of applications for posts around the diocese and more 
widely, noting that this was not just an issue affecting rural parishes. 

 



 

Membership 

Canon Philip McDonough retired from the Board during the year. The Board very much appreciated 
his involvement, both in representing the Board for appointments and in his care of clergy and 
support of vacant parishes. 


