Pentecost Day
Ideas

LITURGICAL IDEAS FOR PENTECOST

AN INTRODUCTION TO PENTECOST
Pentecost (from the Greek pentekoste, ‘fiftieth’ of fifty days of celebration) has its roots in the Jewish Feast
of Weeks, which was completed on the fiftieth day after Passover. On the fiftieth day of Easter, God sends
his Holy Spirit to empower the Church to perform the mission which the risen Christ has entrusted to it;
and he inaugurates the messianic community of perfect communication. Pentecost celebrates both the
Holy Spirit and the Christian Church.
There are lots of themes that could become a focus for Pentecost (mainly, of course, the Holy Spirit), but
as you prepare worship, one overarching concept that may help you is that of Pentecost being the
‘birthday of the Church’.
Given that that is the case:
-

-

-

Think of ways that you might go to special effort to decorate your church building. This could be
very extravagant, or simply involve normal balloons fixed throughout the church.
A large red candle and a large piece of flowing red cloth displayed prominently can be a good
visual aid.
Birthday parties usually involve invites! In good time consider creating some invites to your
Pentecost service. Print enough off to give 2-5 to each current member of the congregation and
encourage them to prayerfully consider who they might invite. They can then give them an invite
saying, ‘I am going to this service, I have heard it is going to be good, would you like to come with
me?’
These invitation cards can also be used as part of the intercessions the preceding week. As part of
the prayers ask the congregation to think who they might invite and to pray for them.
You can combine the idea of a birthday party with the theme of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit
and appearing as ‘tongues of fire’. One way to do this is with careful use of indoor sparklers. When
using strong visual aids like this, remember that young people will very much remember the
sparklers – try and link their use clearly to the theme of the service.
Votive candles can be used as part of this service at the Dismissal. Care will need to be taken that
they are distributed and lit in a Covid secure fashion.

HYMN SUGGESTIONS:
Show your Power (He is the Lord) (contemporary)
Lord Let Your Glory Fall (contemporary)
These are the Days of Elijah (contemporary)
Holy Spirit (contemporary)
Breathe on me Breath of God
Be Still
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Build your Kingdom (contemporary)
Come Down O Love Divine
Come Holy Spirit, Our Souls Inspire
The Spirit Lives to Set us Free
COMMON WORSHIP LITURGY
This can be found in ‘Times and Seasons’ and online on the Church of England website here. Most of the
ideas shared here are drawn from Times and Seasons. As well as the liturgy from Times and Seasons there
are one or two notes to give the service an ‘All Age’ feel.
There are also some hymn suggestions below.
INTRODUCTION
Jesus Christ, whom we worship, is our crucified, risen and ascended Lord
and we have walked with him through his journey of love.
We have faced the agony of his suffering and death on a cross.
We have rejoiced at his bursting free from the bonds of death.
We have enjoyed his risen presence with us
and his revelation of himself through the breaking of bread.
We have seen his return to the throne before which every knee shall bow
and every tongue confess that this Jesus is Lord.
And now, with the followers of his own time,
we await the coming of the promised Holy Spirit, his gift to his people,
through whom we make Christ known to the world.
THE GATHERING
Holy Spirit you came as tongues of flame
to your disciples gathered together.
As we wait in silence,
Fill us with your Spirit.
Joy bubbles up in the disciples,
like water flowing from a spring.
As we long for your refreshing,
Fill us with your Spirit.
You brought wisdom, strength and courage
with the gentleness of a dove.
As we long for your equipping,
Fill us with your Spirit.

Note: at each of the congregational responses here a safe ‘indoor sparkler’ could be lit (or a candle).
THE PENTECOST READING

2

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (2.1-13)
Note: You might be able to get a number of voices involved in this dramatic reading. One readily
available version of the Bible that allows for this is ‘The Voice’. This is the version included below with four
readers marked up.
Narrator 1:
Narrator 2:

Narrator 1:

When the holy day of Pentecost came 50 days after Passover, they were gathered
together in one place.
Picture yourself among the disciples:
A sound roars from the sky without warning, the roar of a violent wind, and the whole
house where you are gathered reverberates with the sound. Then a flame appears,
dividing into smaller flames and spreading from one person to the next. All the people
present are filled with the Holy Spirit and begin speaking in languages they’ve never
spoken, as the Spirit empowers them.

Narrator 2:
Pilgrims:
Skeptics:
Narrator 1:

Because of the holy festival, there are devout Jews staying as pilgrims in Jerusalem from
every nation under the sun. They hear the sound, and a crowd gathers. They are amazed
because each of them can hear the group speaking in their native languages. They are
shocked and amazed by this.
Just a minute. Aren’t all of these people Galileans? How in the world do we all hear our
native languages being spoken? Look—there are Parthians here, and Medes, Elamites,
Mesopotamians, and Judeans, residents of Cappadocia, Pontus, and Asia, Phrygians and
Pamphylians, Egyptians and Libyans from Cyrene, Romans including both Jews by
birth and converts, Cretans, and Arabs. We’re each, in our own languages, hearing these
people talk about God’s powerful deeds.
Their amazement becomes confusion as they wonder,
What does this mean?
It doesn’t mean anything. They’re all drunk on some fresh wine!
The Lord is here.

All:

His Spirit is with us.

Pilgrims:

THE CONFESSION
The Holy Spirit has come to us to remind us of all that Jesus said and did.
Let us confess the ways in which we have not lived as his followers.
Lord, you awaken our coldness to the fire of your love.
Lord, have mercy
Lord, Have mercy
You speak to us about our sins with a gentle voice.
Christ, have mercy
Christ, have mercy
You bring us to the living water to revive us.
Lord, have mercy
Lord, have mercy

3

THE ABSOLUTION
May the Father of all mercies cleanse you from your sins,
and restore you in his image
to the praise and glory of his name,
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
THE COLLECT
Let us pray
Silence is kept.
Holy Spirit, sent by the Father,
ignite in us your holy fire;
strengthen your children with the gift of faith,
revive your Church with the breath of love,
and renew the face of the earth,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
GOSPEL READING
The acclamation may herald the Gospel reading

All

Alleluia, alleluia.
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people
and kindle in them the fire of your love.
Alleluia.

SERMON
CREATIVE INTERCESSIONS
Need: balloons for everyone, permanent marker pens for enough between three or four, lengths of wool
that can be tied to each balloon, plus a length of wool that they can be attached to and hung in the
building somewhere.

Hold up a deflated balloon.
We are going to be using balloons in our prayer activity today. If I try and write on this then it will not work
very well.
What can we do to make it easier?
If we inflate the balloon then it is a lot easier to write on.
When we pray, we need the breath of the Holy Spirit in us to help us, just as this balloon needs to be full
of air.
What prayer suggestions have you got for things we could pray for, especially based around the theme of
our need of the Holy Spirit?
Perhaps get into small groups of 2s or 3s. Blow up a balloon and tie a bit of wool around the neck, then
one of the group carefully write a prayer on the balloon based on the suggested themes and topics.
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Once everyone has done this, then bat the balloons around until we end up with different balloons – then
pray for the things on the new balloon (this can be repeated a few times if it is going well and there are
enough balloons.)
At the end ask a couple of adults to gather up the balloons and tie them to a long bit of wool and put
them up in the church somewhere.
AFFIRMATION OF FATIH
Let us declare our faith in God.
We believe in God the Father,
From whom every family
in heaven and on earth is named.
We believe in God the Son,
Who lives in our hearts through faith,
And fills us with his love.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
Who strengthens us
With power from on high.
We believe in one God:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

THE DISMISSAL
A minister goes to the Paschal candle and says
Blessed are you, sovereign God, overflowing in love.
With Pentecost dawns the age of the Spirit.
Now the flame of heaven rests on every believer.
Strong and weak, women and men tell out your word;
the young receive visions, the old receive dreams.
With the new wine of the Spirit
they proclaim your reign of love.
Amid the birth pangs of the new creation
the way of light is made known.
Source of freedom, giver of life,
blessed are you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
All Blessed be God for ever.
A hymn is sung and a flame used to light votive candles of each member of the congregation.
THE COMMISSION
With all the votive candles lit a minister says
For fifty days we have celebrated the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ over the powers of sin and death. We
have proclaimed God’s mighty acts and we have prayed that the power that was at work when God raised
Jesus from the dead might be at work in us.
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As part of God’s Church here in N, I call upon you to live out what you proclaim.
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, will you dare to walk into God’s future, trusting him to be your guide?
All By the Spirit’s power, we will.
Will you dare to embrace each other and grow together in love?
All We will.
Will you dare to share your riches in common and minister to each other in need?
All We will.
Will you dare to pray for each other until your hearts beat with the longings of God?
All We will.
Will you dare to carry the light of Christ into the world’s dark places?
All We will.
If there are no other services on this feast the Easter Candle may be extinguished in silence.
CONCLUSION
The president says
The Lord is here.
All His Spirit is with us.
Today we have remembered the coming of God’s power on the disciples and we invite that same Spirit to
drive us out into the wild places of the world.
Weather permitting, the ministers and people process out of church, or to the back of the church.
The president blesses the people, saying
May the Spirit,
who hovered over the waters when the world was created,
breathe into you the life he gives.
All Amen.
May the Spirit,
who overshadowed the Virgin when the eternal Son came among us,
make you joyful in the service of the Lord.
All Amen.
May the Spirit,
who set the Church on fire upon the Day of Pentecost,
bring the world alive with the love of the risen Christ.
All Amen.
And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
All Amen.
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A minister says
Filled with the Spirit’s power,
go in the light and peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
All Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Some All-Age/Children’s Ideas for Pentecost
•

•

•

Have pinwheels available for people to collect from church, along with a prayer. Here is one you
can use, or write your own: “Lord, your Spirit moves as the wind – we cannot see it, but it travels
the whole world. Lord, your Spirit moves as our breath – we cannot see it, but it is the source of
life. When we see these pinwheels move with the breath or the wind, may we know the comfort
and inspiration of your Spirit with us. AMEN.”
During the Lord’s Prayer, invite anyone who speaks a language other than English (including BSL)
to pray the Lord’s prayer in that language (if on Zoom, everyone can unmute themselves – the
delay will be confusing, and muddled, but so was the collage of languages on Pentecost itself).
Hearing God’s word spoken in a beautiful mixture of many languages recalls the events of the day
of Pentecost itself.
Encourage people to make doves or flames to hang in their windows. They can print out and
decorate an online template, or make something from scratch. Create an online Facebook gallery
with pictures of everyone’s creations.
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