
Praying for the Prodigals and for young people 

to come to know God 

 

Take a few minutes in silence to bring before the throne of 

God young people you know, relatives, children and 

teenagers connected to your church, young people you see 

out and about, grown up children who have strayed from the 

Lord, teens and twenties who have never really heard the 

good news in a way that they can engage with. 

 

Time of silence: 

 

Reading: Jesus said: Let the little children come to me, and 

do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such 

as these, and he took the children into his arms and blessed 

them. (Mark 10v13-16) 

  

Prayer: Heavenly Father we thank you that Jesus showed 

us your heart of love for the children of this world. Help 

us to do everything we can so that they will know how 

much you love them and want them to know your 

blessing. 

 

Faithful God,  

Fulfil your word in our time and in our town. 

 

Hear the words of the Lord about the son who went away 

from his father and wasted all that he had received from him: 

 

Reading:  When the son came to his senses he got up and 

went to his Father… But while he was a long way off, his 



father saw him and was filled with compassion for him and he 

ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him… 

 

Prayer: Heavenly father we thank you for your 

compassion for those who have strayed from you,  we 

thank you that you are always ready to welcome us back 

with mercy and acceptance. 

Faithful God,  

Fulfil your word in our time and in our town. 

 

Reading: Job prays for his children: When a period of 

feasting had run its course Job would send for them and have 

them purified. Early in the morning he would sacrifice a burnt 

offering for each of them, thinking – perhaps my children 

have sinned… This was Job’s regular custom. (Job 1v5) 

 

Prayer: Lord we thank you for Job’s example and we pray 

now for the young people we know that when they sin 

they may receive your forgiveness into their lives.   

 

Time of silent or open prayer for individuals. 

 

Reading: Be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that 

you do not forget the things your eyes have seen or let them 

fade from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to 

your children and to their children after them. (Deut. 4v9) 

 

Faithful God,  

Fulfil your word in our time and in our town. 

 



Prayer: Lord help those who are seeking opportunities to 

share the gospel with young people.  

Heavenly Father be with parents and grandparents taking 

children to church and sharing faith in the home.  

Strengthen leaders and helpers of children’s groups and 

youth groups, messy church and Bible holiday clubs.  

Give them faith, perseverance, wisdom, the right 

activities and the right words to use. May their lives 

speak as eloquently as any words they may use.  

Give them energy, time, understanding, sufficient helpers and 

resources. 

We pray for the children and young people that they will 

come to know God and respond to his claim on their 

lives. 
 

Pray one line prayers for people and groups that you know. 
 

We Pray Psalm 78v4-7: 

Things we have heard and known, things our ancestors have 

told us. We will not hide them from our descendants. 

We will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of 

the LORD, his power, and the wonders he has done. 

He decreed statutes and established the law in Israel, which 

he commanded our ancestors to teach their children, 

So the next generation would know them, even the 

children yet to be born, and they in turn would tell their 

children. 

Then they would put their trust in God and would not 

forget his deeds but would keep his commands. 
 

Faithful God,  

Fulfil your word in our time and in our town. 



Reading: Isaiah records God’s word to a much reduced 

people:  Do not be afraid for I am with you. I will bring your 

children from the east and gather you from the west. I will say 

to the north “Give them up!” and to the south, “Do not hold 

them back, bring my sons from afar and my daughters from 

the ends of the earth, everyone who is called by my name 

and created for my glory whom I formed and made.  (Isaiah 

43v5-7) 

 

Prayer: Heavenly Father we know that there are many 

obstacles to the young worshipping you, many things 

that hold them back. We thank you that your power is 

greater than every obstacle. We pray that so that children 

and young people would be free to rise up and follow 

you. 

Faithful God,  

Fulfil your word in our time and in our town. 

 

The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah: 

Let us declare these promises over the people of God, both 

young and old, in our town. 

I will restore the fortunes of the tents of Jacob… out of 

them shall come songs of thanksgiving…. I will multiply 

them, and they shall not be few. I will make them 

honoured and they shall not be small. 

Their children shall be as they were of old, and their 

congregation shall be established before me… And you 

shall be my people, and I will be your God. (Jer.) 

 

Faithful God,  

Fulfil your word in our time and in our town. Amen. 


