
 
We are looking for a Rector whom God has called to bring leadership, 

wisdom and energy to our three churches located in beautiful rural settings 
near Cambridge.   

 

We are interested in exploring varied and innovative styles of 
worship to attract new and younger parishioners. 

  
 

 
 

  

  

St Mary’s Church, Ashwell                                      St Nicholas’s Church, Hinxworth                                 St Vincent’s Church, Newnham 

The United Benefice of Ashwell with Hinxworth & Newnham  
in the Diocese of St. Albans 
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Our Rector of five years has retired, and we are looking for someone whom God has called, to join us on our journey of 
faith and mission.  We would be equally happy to welcome a male or female Rector. All three parishes are on a sound 
financial footing and all pay their parish share in full.  

Spiritually, the churches within the Benefice are committed through their respective ministries to relay the Christian 
message and share the love of Christ through worship and life together. Christian outreach is really important to us, we 
would like to expand this area of the church’s mission, building on the work we already do, in supporting the local 
communities through events, resources and offering local amenities. This support has been especially important during 
the pandemic, when the church has endeavoured to meet the needs of the community. We know we need to strengthen 
and re-energise our outreach to all age groups, particularly to young families and young people. 

As a church community we share many strengths: dedicated volunteers, beloved church buildings, a full complement of 
Parish officers in each parish, successful fundraising, a long and thriving tradition of high-quality choral music, a Parish 
office and administrator, beautiful surroundings and loads of potential.  Our Festival and special services are where we 
reach our wider communities and that makes them vitally important to our mission. 

We also share many of the same challenges of the wider Anglican community: an ageing congregation wedded to certain 
traditions and limited funds. 

Our villages have much to offer in the way of a country lifestyle. Surrounded by beautiful countryside, Ashwell has a 
good primary school and there are good secondary schools nearby. Local amenities include a large GP Surgery, a dental 
surgery and a wide range of independent shops. Local train services (Ashwell and Morden) are 50 minutes and 25 to 
London and Cambridge respectively.  
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Can engage with 
young families and 
young people and 

the expanding 
population of the 

Benefice 
 

Is comfortable with 
and capable of 

providing support at 
home and in care 
settings for older 

people & those at the 
end of their lives 

 

Will bring our three 
churches closer 

together in a united 
mission to broaden 

and deepen our faith 
and its practice 

Is comfortable with 
traditional and 

modern worship and 
who can meet the 

needs of congregants 
from a variety of 

liturgical traditions 
 

Has the confidence 
to listen, lead and 

develop teams and 
delegate where 

appropriate 

Can provide prayer, 
preaching and 

pastoral care to three 
distinct villages with 
individual spiritual 

needs 
 

Is willing to be 
visible, taking a full 
part in village life, 

attending and 
joining in village 

functions 

Can conduct an 
orchestra of PCC, lay 

people and volunteers 
to bring together God’s 

work among us, as 
befits a church with a 

strong musical tradition 
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Rector of the UNITED BENEFICE of ASHWELL with HINXWORTH & NEWNHAM 
Including EDWORTH & CALDECOTE  

 

 
 
 
   

United Benefice: 
The United Benefice of Ashwell with 
Hinxworth and Newnham including 

Edworth and Caldecote has five churches 
with three worshipping throughout the 
year and occasional services held at the 

closed churches of Edworth and Caldecote.  
All our churches are old and beautiful and 

the buildings themselves are loved  
by their villagers. 

 

Country Lifestyle: 
Located in the very north of North  

Hertfordshire, our villages are  
surrounded by farmland, fields, hills and copses.  

Rambling is easy and popular with locals and visitors.  
There are local shops, pubs, surgeries, garage, 
playgrounds, safe surroundings and sports and 

activities as well as Ofsted rated “Good” schools.  
Cycling and horse riding are popular activities and 

happy pets abound throughout 
 the villages. 

 

Established congregations: 
Each of the three active churches has a regular 
congregation which grows substantially for the 
major festivals.   The congregations are active 

social and fundraising activities.  Messy Church 
is held several times a year and  

 a cafe operates on some Saturday evenings 
for 8-13 year olds. 

 

 

City Amenities: 
A short car journey will bring you to numerous 
small and large towns offering everything you 

need.  Local rail services can bring you to 
Cambridge in under 30 minutes and London in 

under hour and there are at least two services an 
hour each way.  We are about 42 miles north of 

London and 20 miles  
south-west of Cambridge. 
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 Special Services Baptisms (3 yrs) Marriages (3 yrs) Funerals (3 yrs) 
St Mary's The parish follows the Common Worship Lectionary which includes Principal Feasts 

and Other Principal Holy Days.  Also, Christingle, Compline in Lent, Stations of the 
Cross, Crib service etc. 

 
13 10 20 

St Nicholas Christingle, St George’s at St George’s Church in Edworth, Ash Wednesday, Good 
Friday readings and prayers, Easter service, Harvest, Remembrance Sunday, Carol 
service with 9 lessons, Christmas Day Eucharist, Christmas Eve Midnight Mass 
alternating with Newnham, 

 

4 6 

St 
Vincent's 

Christingle, Carol Service at Caldecote, Easter service, Rogation Sunday, Harvest, 
Remembrance Sunday, Christmas Day 

 
2 3 

Regular 
Services 

St Mary's St Nicholas St Vincent's 

 Morning Evening   
Sunday 1 9.30 -All age worship - Lay lead, non-Eucharistic 5.00 pm Holy Communion 10.15 Family Worship  

Sunday 2 10.45 Parish Communion 5.00pm Evening Prayer / Evensong 9.15 Parish Communion  

Sunday 3 10.45 Parish Communion 5.00pm Evening Prayer / Evensong 9.15 Parish Communion  

Sunday 4 10.45 Parish Communion 5.00pm Evening Prayer / Evensong 9.15 Parish Communion 9.30 Parish Communion (BCP)  

Sunday 5 10.45 Parish Communion 5.00pm Songs of Praise 9.15 Parish Communion  

Weekdays 8.30 Morning Prayer    

Wednesday 10.00 am Holy Communion and cake    
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In all three of our parishes, Ashwell, Hinxworth and Newnham, the church is at the centre of the village and the community. Our shared 
vision is that our churches should be, not just at the centre, but also at the heart of the community.  
 
A whole range of charitable events are held in the churches throughout the year. Once a year, in September, and with a huge array of local 
produce and craft, the Horticultural Society in Ashwell transforms St Mary’s church, bringing together gardeners, bakers, jam makers and 
seamstresses from local villages for the annual show. In the spring the church holds its annual Flea market and over the first weekend in 
October it hosts the annual Book Fair – selling a huge variety of books for all ages. In December it holds the annual Christmas Fair with a 
range of stalls run both by church members and outsiders. All these events are very popular, bring in the whole of the local community and 
raise significant funds for the church.  
 
For more than 50 years, St Mary’s church has hosted an annual Music Festival in May – an eclectic mix of music to suit all tastes. Most 
concerts are sold out. Shared music event with the local schools and St Mary’s junior choir opens the church to a new audience. 
 
With Covid-19, the church has again stepped in, adapting to new arrangements, offering a service every Sunday, either face-to-face or via 
Zoom. When it was felt that there were people in the village who would benefit from a free food pantry the church was the ideal place to 
host it. It is now well established with a steady flow of both donations and use. 
 
Annual Advent and Lent discussion groups provide an opportunity to share and discuss issues of faith with a wider group including people 
who are not regular member of the congregation. Alpha courses have been run in the past and a house group meets fortnightly at homes 
in the village. 
 
In Newnham St Vincent’s holds an annual summer lunch, a successful fund raiser as well as social event. The annual carol service is also 
very much a village event with excellent shared refreshments afterwards. On Rogation Sunday, there are tractor rides from local farmers to 
see the newborn lambs and give thanks for spring. 
 
Hinxworth – making the most of a recently built Oak Room to extend the work of St Nicholas’s, inviting villagers in for coffee. The church is 
also used regularly for concerts and fundraising. The fortnightly Mustard Seed discussion group provides an excellent opportunity to 
engage with those of all faiths. 
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A Rector that wil  

While concern is voiced over the lack of 
under-50s attending services, it has been 
difficult to consider, fund, staff or 
schedule time for ideas to bridge the gap.  

There has been concern in the past 
about the proportion of time the 
rector spends in each of the three 
villages. 

Our churches could be more integrated into 
the wider community. Each parish is 
working differently to share their buildings 
and other resources. 

An experienced lay team leads the 
restoration projects at our churches.  We 
need the guidance of the rector to help us 
find the right balance between supporting 
people and restoring our church buildings.  

There are 
different 
kinds of gifts, 
but the same 
Spirit 
distributes 
them.  There 
are different 
kinds of 
service, but 
the same 
Lord.  There 
are different 
kinds of 
working, but 
in all of them 
and in 
everyone it is 
the same God 
at work. 
 
I Corinthians 
12 4-6  

Twin

There is an active Reader and 
three retired priests with 
PTO’s living in the villages 
plus our recently retired 
rector. 

We have been successful in the past with many aspects of mission.  
We would welcome leadership, creativity and ideas to help us adapt 
and change our worship styles to appeal to a wider range of 
worshippers 

Reaching consensus in the congregation 
can sometimes be a challenge especially 
for those who hold dear styles of 
worship, the building and the traditions 
that they are familiar with. 
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A modernised 
detached 
house in 

Ashwell, five 
minutes walk 

from St 
Mary's 
church. 

Four large 
bedrooms, two 

with ensuite 
bathrooms. 

A large rear 
extension 

providing an 
open plan 

kitchen and 
family area. 

Large South 
facing garden in 
two parts with 

patio.

A driveway for 
two cars, a 

single garage 
and a study  

with separate 
access.

The Rectory 
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The Village of Ashwell  
2100 inhabitants. A high proportion of people 
hold managerial and professional jobs or are 
self-employed. The unemployment level is 
generally low.  Many work in or near Ashwell, 
with a number commuting regularly to 
London or Cambridge.  Proportion of retired 
people is slightly higher than the national 
average. Housing is a mix of private and local 
authority, with some housing association 
dwellings and sheltered accommodation. 
Property is expensive which creates 
difficulties for first time buyers.  Housing has  
been added in 2020 and continues into 2021. 
 

Our Church: St. Mary the Virgin 
 Listing: Grade I 
 Features: unique medieval graffiti, tower 

with bells and clock.   
 Facilities: WiFi, web camera, audio 

system with hearing loop, heated.  New 
kitchen and toilets. Roof alarm. 

 Condition:   Major restoration of tower, 
North aisle and north porch (in grant 
application phase). Re-ordering of 
church facilities completion March 2021. 

 Community Support:  Strong for events. 
 Churchyard: closed except for interment 

of ashes.  Maintenance by Parish 
Council. All burials now in village 
cemetery. 

 Parish Share: Paid in full 
 
 

Our Worship 
 Common Worship liturgy, Hymns Ancient 

and Modern, (Hymns and Songs for 
Refreshing Worship)  

 Support by Churchwardens and lay 
persons at every service. 

 Regular Organist, Morning Choir, Evening 
Choir and Junior Choir supported by two 
Music Directors (pre Covid) 

 Average Sunday Attendees: 70 
 Other Christian denominations attend. 
 Traditional vestments and robed servers 

at Parish Eucharist.  
 Sunday School group 
 Refreshments  
 

Church Support 
 Active PCC 
 Active Reader 
 Electoral Roll of 93 
 Volunteers 
 Friends of St. Mary’s – registered charity 

funding repairs, restoration and 
improvements of the church.  

 Bellringers 
 Church cleaning/floral arrangers 
 Website and Facebook 
 Zoom services 
 

Faith Development 
 Messy Church  
 A youth café called “Asheteria”.  
 Bible study and prayer group. 
 Advent and Lent study groups 
 Mothers’ Union monthly meeting  

 The Parish of Ashwell  
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Church Fundraising 
Music Festival, Ashwell at Home, Flea 
Market, Harvest Supper, Christmas Fair, 
Sunday Afternoon Teas, Book Fair, monthly 
Magazine, Let cottage owned by PCC, Parish 
Room Hire, Church Hire, Tap & Donate 

 
Church Community Outreach 
Mobile Post Office – part-time 
Monthly Village magazine 
Parish Pantry (during Covid) 
Tower floodlit every night (during Covid) 
 
Village Amenities 
 Recreation ground with playground 
 Village Hall 
 Village Museum 
 Nature Reserve and Springs.  
 Village garage 
 Village Store 
 Butchers 
 Bakery 
 Coffee Shop 
 Beauticians/hairdressers 
 Pharmacy 
 Doctors Surgery 
 Dental Surgery 
 Post office  
 Pubs serving food  
 
Childcare/Education 
Day nursery 
Mother’s & Toddler’s group 
Pre-School 

Primary school (including Hinxworth & 
Newnham) 
Secondary schools in neighbouring villages 
and towns 
 

Child Activities/Sports 

Football, Brownies, Cubs, Scouts, Guides 
and more .  
 

Adult Activities/Sports 

Ashwell has 26 clubs and societies with a 
total membership of over 700.  A few 
examples include art, football, photography, 
tennis, pilates, theatre, cycling, Women’s 
Institute, cricket and Horticulture. 

Village Events 

Ashwell at Home 
Ashwell Show 
Sports Day 
Remembrance Day 
Duck Race at the Springs 
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The Villages of Hinxworth and Edworth  
Hinxworth has a population of about 290. 
Edworth is considered together with 
Hinxworth and has a population of about 70 
people. 

Some residents work outside the village 
either locally or commuting to local towns 
and London. There are a number of home-
based small businesses and several farms.  

Housing is a mix of old and new.   

Our Church: St. Nicholas  
 Listing:  Grade II 
 Features: Beautiful grounds & marvellous 

acoustic properties.  Tower and bells. 
 Facilities: refurbished floors, upgraded 

pews, organ. The church has been 
‘reordered’.  

 The adjacent Oak Room provides toilets, 
kitchen, storage and meeting space. 

 Condition: Sound with re-roofing and 
stonework repairs needed. 

 Community Support: Strong. The 
parishioners have financed most of the 
works undertaken out of general income 
with major support from village 
residents.  

 Churchyard:  open for burials. The fencing 
is being refurbished by a parishioner.  

 Parish Share: Paid in full 
 Financial Position: Sound 

Our Worship 
 Common Worship liturgy 
 Support by Lay persons at every service.   
 Average Sunday Attendees: 17 
 Other Christian denominations attend.  
 Facilities for Sunday School group 
Other Church: St. George’s, Edworth 
 Part of The Churches Conservation Trust 
 Located in the grounds of Edworth 

Manor. 
 Annual St George’s day service held 

here - a popular and well attended 
event in the Parish’s calendar. 

Faith Development 
 The Mustard Seed Group meets 

fortnightly to discuss faith and beliefs 
and is attended by all faiths.  

 Coffee Morning for Families – started 
just before Covid but well attended. 

 Other Faith services 
 Bells rung for Sunday service 
Church Support 
 Active PCC and churchwardens 
 Electoral Roll of 39 
 Volunteers 
 Bellringers 
 Church professionally cleaned 
 Village Voice newsletter 
 PCC-owned house in the village 

The Parish of Hinxworth 
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Facilities, Services & Activities 

 Recreation ground 
 gardening allotments, 
 Women’s Institute 
 Art Society 
 Hinxworth Archers 
 Bridge Club 
 Pilates 
 Monthly Soup Lunch 
 Organic pig and turkey farm 
 Nature Walk 
 Farm shop and tearoom 
 The Three Horseshoes pub, serves 

good food & beer, holds fund raising 
events, and has daily newspapers.  

 The clock tower war memorial records 
the names of those who died in action 
during the two world wars from the 
Parishes of Hinxworth, Newnham and 
Edworth. The memorial chimes the 
hours and is the center of a well-
attended remembrance service.  

 Advent windows around the village 
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The Village of Newnham 

Newnham has a total of around 107 people 
living in the village and in the neighbouring 
hamlet of Caldecote. 

Most of the working population commute 
to jobs in the local towns, with a few 
travelling further.  Many redundant farm 
buildings are now occupied by small 
businesses. 

Out of a total of 47 dwellings in the two 
villages the main farm owns 26.  There are 
21 owner occupied homes. There is only 1 
council house in Newnham as most have 
been sold to tenants.  Proposals to build a 
small number of “affordable” homes are 
being actively considered; and are generally 
supported by the community.   
 
Our Church: St. Vincent  
 Listing: Grade II*   
 Features: Interesting brasses & 

monuments and some rare examples of 
medieval wall paintings.  

 Condition:  Good.  Roof repair is a long 
term on-going project. 

 Community Support :  Good. Active 
volunteer rota maintains the churchyard 
and church cleaning.  

 Churchyard:  open for burials  
 Parish Share: Paid in full 
 Financial Position: Sound 

Worship 
 Book of Common Prayer 
 Support by Lay persons at every service.  
 Average Sunday Attendees: 15  
 Other Christian denominations attend.  
 Sunday School group 
 Rogation Sunday  
 
Other Church: St Mary Magdalene, 
Caldecote 
The church of St Mary Magdalene in 
Caldecote is redundant and is maintained 
by the Friends of Friendless Churches. 
Extensive renovations have recently been 
completed there and the building is looked 
after by Caldecote Church Friends, a local 
group of volunteers.  
 
Church Support 
 Active PCC and churchwardens 
 Electoral Roll of 21 
 Volunteers 
 Annual Newsletter 

 

The Parish of Newnham 
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Fundraising & Community Outreach 
 Summer Garden Party lunch held at 

Newnham Hall Cottage includes a raffle 
and raises money for the church and the 
local hospice. 

 Rogation Sunday when villagers are 
taken on a ride on the straw bail trailer 
around the farm and up into the woods 
for a brief picnic and blessing of the 
fields. 

 Guy Fawkes Night fundraiser 
 The Easter Bunny visits to hide eggs 

around the churchyard for the childrens’ 
egg hunt and greet everyone after Easter 
Sunday service. 

 
Facilities, Services & Activities 

 Playing field & small playground 
 Village Hall 
 Fuschia Festival at St Mary’s Caldecote 
 Carols by Candlelight at St. Mary’s Caldecote 
 Village Quiz  
 Burns Night Supper  
 Horse Racing Evening 

 
 
 

 

 
 

  



 

    

 
Online Resources:   

www.stmarysashwell.org.uk  

https://www.facebook.com/St-Marys-Ashwell-202963206977018 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7833/ 

tinyurl.com/Ashwell-Village-News 

www.hinxworthandedworthvillagehall.org.uk 

www.hinxworth.info/ 

hinxworth-pc.org.uk 

www.ashwell.gov.uk/  

www.caldecotechurchfriends.org.uk/introduction.htm 

www.ashwellplaygroup.co.uk 

www.ashwell.herts.sch.uk 

Facebook:   St Marys Ashwell, Ashwell Mums, Ashwell Christmas Fair, Hinxworth Our Village,  

 


