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NEW STATEMENT OF ENTITLEMENT FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

IN CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOLS 

 

The Church of England Education Office has issued a new Statement of Entitlement for Religious 

Education in Church of England schools, replacing that published in 2016. The new document is 

attached to this briefing paper. Much of it reads as a continuity of the previous statement, but a 

few changes are pertinent: 

 

 The document articulates RE as embedded within the Church of England’s Vision for 

Education – ‘Religious education in a Church school should enable every child to flourish and to 

live life in all its fullness. (John 10:10). It will help educate for dignity and respect encouraging all 

to live well together…’; 

 Effective curriculum design, or, as the entitlement states ‘a high-quality sequential religious 

education programme’ is stressed numerous times. Emphasis is placed on a coherent 

curriculum which builds on learning across each Key Stage; 

 Following the Commission on Religious Education’s Final Report (September 2018), the 

entitlement alludes to pupils learning about ‘religion and worldviews’. ‘Worldviews’ as a 

term has re-emerged within RE discussions, primarily to acknowledge diversity of 

religious and non-religious views; 

 A focus on RE which is not ‘merely sociological’ but a ‘balanced stool’ between theology, 

philosophy and the human and social sciences. Broadly speaking, church schools in our 

Diocese will be used to this balance through the teaching and learning approach of the 

Understanding Christianity resource, for instance; 

 RE is an academic subject in Church schools, delivered in an ‘objective, academic and 

pluralistic manner’; 

 Re-iterates that RE and Collective Worship are distinct and separate. ‘Schools must take 

note that the RE entitlement is totally separate from requirements for collective worship. 

Collective worship must not be considered curriculum time for RE or the teaching of RE’; 
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 Whereas the previous Statement of Entitlement stipulated that Church schools have at 

least two-thirds of their curriculum as Christianity, the new statement has revised this to 

be at least 50%; and 

 Governors should understand ‘the distinctive role and purpose of RE within church schools… 

monitoring standards in RE effectively’. 

 

For further information, clarification or a conversation about this document, please contact 

Ryan Parker, RE & Christian Ethos Adviser, by emailing rparker@stalbans.anglican.org or call 

01727 818 102 / 07508 802198 

 

 

mailto:rparker@stalbans.anglican.org

