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Chair’s Report 
 

I want to thank all the officers and members of 
the RE Society Steering Committee for their 
hard work and dedication throughout this year. 
We have a loyal band of people, which 
although small in number, is totally committed 
and dedicated to supporting the teachers of RE 
within Bedfordshire. 
I would particularly like to thank Sarah Payne, 
who has been incredibly active over the course 
of the last year, being involved in the design of 
a new and updated RE Society logo. Sarah also 
ran the ‘Active Learning in RE’ course as well as 
updating our subscription form and bringing 
her considerable graphic design skills to our 
communications. 
 

Our logo was dated and had remained the 
same for many years. With the support of all of 
the committee members we sent out an 
invitation to schools to help us design a new 
updated logo, which would reflect our desire 
to involve pupils using their ideas and creativity. 
We had a very good response from a range of 
schools and one committee meeting was taken 
up with judging the entries. These showed an 
impressive amount of thought and 
consideration. A winner was chosen from 
Woodland Academy and there were a number 
of runners up from other Bedfordshire schools, 
who received vouchers as a reward. We now 
have a lovely new logo to display on our 
letterheads etc. The committee also agreed a 
‘vision statement’ to  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
be displayed with the logo ‘Promoting 
excellence in RE across Bedfordshire’. 
Sarah’s course ‘Active Learning in RE’ was very 
well attended (27 attendees) and also very well 
received. Feedback was overwhelmingly 
positive and those present really appreciated 
Sarah’s ideas, energy and passion. 
Sadly the Queens Park Faith Tour aimed at 
teachers who had not engaged with this 
opportunity before, had to be cancelled due to 
lack of interest. Ryan Parker from Alban Middle, 
together with Lucy from Sutton VA Lower 
School have been running their RE PSG in 
Central Bedfordshire on a termly basis. As an 
RE Society we support the growth in numbers 
at this PSG and sign-post RE teachers to this 
support from Bedford Borough as well. 
In March this year, Jane Chipperton helped 
arrange a session for secondary RE teachers led 
by Deborah Weston looking at expectations in 
exam syllabi for GCSE and A level. 
 

In the summer term, members of the RE 
Society met with other RE teachers and Lat 
Blaylock from RE Today at Woodland Middle, 
to start the consultation process for the 
updated Beds and Luton RE Agreed Syllabus. 
This was a lively and very useful meeting. 
I do want to encourage more practising RE 
teachers to join our committee and in terms of 
succession planning we do need people who 
are willing to take on the officers’ positions. I 
look forward to working with committee 
members over the next 12 months and we will 
continue our determination to fight for good 
quality RE throughout Bedfordshire. 
 



Thanks once again to my loyal and committed 
Steering Group members for all their support 
across the year. In particular thanks to Jane 
Chipperton who does such sterling work and 
keeps us properly updated on the national RE 
front. 
 
Judith Ruff 

 
New Agreed Syllabus 
 

Bedford Borough, Central Bedfordshire and 
Luton SACREs (Standing Advisory Council for 
RE) are working with Lat Blaylock from RE 
Today to revise the current Agreed Syllabus. 
Thank you for all the responses you sent Lat via 
the syllabus questionnaire. There is a working 
party of teachers who met Lat after the survey 
deadline in the summer. Some changes to the 
syllabus include the removal of the 8 level scale 
and the addition of learning outcomes and 
SEND support. Understanding Christianity 
concepts have also been added to the new 
syllabus. There will be conferences to launch 
the syllabus in September 2018. Dates will be 
sent to schools in the New Year.  
 

Jane Chipperton 

 
RE PSG 
 

On the 18th October, Primary and Middle 
School RE colleagues from across Central 
Bedfordshire met at Redborne Upper School to 
discuss the use of sacred texts. After 
considering ‘post-secular’ RE (which focuses on 
the ‘religious message’ of texts and different 
interpretations), we investigated three texts: 
Genesis 1 (a creation narrative), Nativity texts 
and the Parable of the Prodigal Son. Through 
our discussions, we highlighted that we didn’t 
want pupils to merely recount or describe the 
texts, but to go deeper. We explored ways in 
which pupils could do so in a number of 
creative ways. For instance, is Genesis 1 fact or 
fiction? Do all Christians believe it, or some? 
What might an atheist think of the Parable of 
the Prodigal Son? What is actually mentioned 
in the Nativity texts, and why might different 
gospel authors have recorded different 

aspects? All took away different ideas and 
online links to use in the classroom! 
 

There will be another RE PSG in the Summer 
Term. All are welcome! 
 

Ryan Parker 

 
History of the RE Society 
 

Robin Shepherd.  Some of you may be familiar 
with the name, or may even have met him.  I 
regret I never did.  He was a visionary teacher 
and leader who became Bedfordshire’s first RE 
adviser from 1976-1984.  Previously, he had 
worked for the Christian Education Movement 
and the Inner London Education Authority as 
an advisory teacher.  He arrived with many 
ideas about the nature of RE teaching and 
realised that teachers needed support with 
teaching the subject, as many were not 
specialists.  He introduced annual, residential 
Secondary courses at Maryland and organised 
visits to places for worship.  Later, he 
developed evening lectures, preceded by a 
‘Maryland meal’ (remember those?) open to 
teachers of all phases.  Having first-class 
contacts, Robin invited national speakers who 
were experts in particular areas (Trevor & 
Margaret Cooling, Dr John Hull, Yusuf Islam, 
Terence Copley) and more from different faith 
groups. 
 

This was the start of the RE Society, with Robin 
encouraging Secondary teachers to form a 
committee.  It was county-wide and special, 
boosting teachers’ confidence and expertise in 
RE at a time when RE was struggling to be 
recognised as an academic subject.  In 1974, 
Robin was joined on the advisory team by 
Rachel Gregory, who came from East Hyde 
Lower School (a two teacher school).  
Together, they formed a strong friendship and 
Rachel’s knowledge and expertise in teaching 
primary aged pupils complemented Robin’s 
experience. 
 
Robin Shepherd gradually prepared the ground 
for his major RE achievement in the county – 
the production of a new Bedfordshire Agreed 
Syllabus for Religious Education.  He was 



largely responsible for writing the syllabus, 
steering it through its committee stages and 
preparing it for publication.  He moved to be 
RE Adviser to Devon before the syllabus was 
published and circulated in 1985. 
 

I first joined the Society in 1990, when I 
attended the annual lecture at Maryland.  
Rabbi Julia Neuberger was the speaker.  It was 
a privilege to listen to a national speaker in 
such a place where you could share ideas and 
experiences with teachers from all phases.  I 
was sorry I had missed hearing Yusuf Islam (Cat 
Stevens) the previous year.  Other years we 
heard from W. Owen Cole, Maurice Lynch, 
Angela Wood, Angela Tilby and many others.  
Professor Peter Vardy is one of the most 
recent.  Many of those times, I was struggling 
to keep up with the level of knowledge, but it 
was stimulating to hear these experts and 
stretch my powers of understanding.  (As you 
may have guessed, I am one of those non-
specialists!). 
 

In addition to the Annual General Meeting, 
held at Redborne Upper School and Woodland 
Middle School in the years since Maryland 
closed, there have been visits to places of 
worship – Turvey Abbey, Bushey & Radlett 
Reform Synagogue, Luton Hoo Russian 
Orthodox Church, Swaminarayan Hindu 
Temple, Neasden, Bhaktivedanti Manor and 
many others, including an educational visit to 
The Holy Land in 2010.  At other times, we have 
held meetings to support various aspects of 
the Agreed Syllabus, particularly on 
Assessment and uses of IT in RE.   
 
Rachel Gregory was succeeded as County RE 
Adviser by Cath Large in 1996. Over the years, 
various members of the Society have served on 
SACRE and been contributors to the updating 
of the Agreed Syllabus.  In 2002, we started 
issuing the Newsletter, circulated to all schools 
in Bedfordshire, and generously supported by 
the St Alban’s Diocesan Education Centre.  This 
was an opportunity to inform teachers of 
national developments, courses that were 
being run and exchange ideas.  As the years 
have gone by, it has proved more and more 

difficult for teachers to attend daytime 
courses, because of rising costs and depleted 
budgets.  We have tried running twilight 
courses and visits, but, again, teachers have 
been ‘squeezed’ to fit yet another event into 
their busy schedules.  
 

We celebrated our 40th Anniversary with a 
Bedfordshire RE Conference at Center Parcs, 
Woburn on 18th June, 2016.  That was an 
amazing day of workshops, opportunities to 
listen to and talk with RE experts and enjoy the 
facilities that were on offer.  We cannot begin 
to measure all the planning and work that went 
into this event, which was so ably led by Jane 
Chipperton, Diocesan RE Adviser.  Goodness 
knows how many sleepless nights she had over 
that time.   
 

Since then, the county has begun the next 
revision of the Agreed Syllabus; Sarah Payne 
has led another successful day on ‘Active 
Learning in RE’ and some schools have taken 
up training on ‘Understanding Christianity’.  In 
the past, many of these RE matters would have 
been led by an RE Adviser, but nowadays, the 
RESB committee and members, guided by our 
Chairman, Judy Ruff, are instrumental in 
making them happen.  We are always open to 
suggestions of ways we might further the 
teaching of RE in schools by visits or courses.   
 

I have found enormous support and 
encouragement from the many professionals 
who have shared their advice and experience 
with me over the years.  The chance to meet 
with teachers from other phases helps to put 
into context the work we are doing with our 
own pupils.  I don’t know of any other 
curriculum subject that has a county-wide 
group supporting the teaching of its subject, 
run by teachers for teachers.  Well done, RESB! 
 

Elizabeth Hitchcock 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bedfordshire Resource Centre 
St Mark's Church and Community Centre 
Calder Rise, Bedford MK41 7UY 
 
We are in the process of updating our website, 
but please be aware that there are resources 
to borrow and download via http://www.beds-
re-resources.org.uk/downloads.htm  
Also:  http://www.beds-re-
resources.org.uk/resbl.htm  
 

 

Strictly RE – have you booked your place? 

27 Saturday January 2018 

Whether you're looking for training on 
leadership in RE, practical approaches to 
teaching about diversity within Islam at GCSE 
or what to expect responses from candidates 
to look like, we have it all for you. It's all 
available in a day's training, plus networking 
opportunities, an exhibition of resources 
and good food to keep you going! So don't 
miss out, book your place today! 

https://www.natre.org.uk/courses-
events/strictly-re-2018/  

“Some of the best practical CPD I've had (in 17 
years) tons of ideas to transfer directly to the 
classroom.” 

NATRE Spirited Arts 2018 – check out the 
themes! 

We have some exciting new themes for you 
and your pupil's this year! Download the 2018 
entry form and full details of themes. 
https://www.natre.org.uk/about-
natre/projects/spirited-arts/spirited-arts-
2018/  

We are looking forward to another year of 
wonderful, inspirational and unique artwork 
from your pupils. Good luck! 

 
 
 

Understanding Christianity Course  
2 March 2018 
For lower, middle and secondary teachers up to 
KS3 
 

The Forest Centre, Station Road, Marston 
Moretaine, Bedford MK43 0PR 
 
'Understanding Christianity' is a set of 
comprehensive materials, linked to training, 
offering a clear and coherent approach to 
teaching and learning about Christianity in RE 
for pupils aged 4-14. It is compatible with the 
Agreed Syllabus for RE.  
The resource was written by the RE Today 
advisory team, in collaboration with more than 
30 expert teachers and academics and has 
been used in schools across the country. 
 
Teachers attending this course will: 
• Be able to use this excellent and innovative 
resource package for better learning about 
Christianity in primary schools 
• Consider the place of concepts, creativity, 
theology and textual learning in RE through 
exploring inspiring examples of teaching and 
learning ideas 
 
• Develop their own skills as a teacher of RE by 
using this major new, fully-resourced 
approach. 
 
Cost £120 – includes UC folder of resources 
and lunch 
See separate flier for more details.  
Apply to Ruth Garman, 
rgarman@stalbans.anglican.org 
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Understanding Christianity Pack 

 
NATRE Vice-Chair speaks on BBC Radio 4 

Secondary Vice-Chair; Ben Wood and the 
University of Exeter's Rob Freathy discussed 
the recent 'Big Ideas for Religious Education' 
project on BBC Radio 4's Sunday morning 
programme recently. This followed the State of 
the Nation report that was published this 
autumn 
http://www.religiouseducationcouncil.org.uk/
wp-content/uploads/2017/07/State-of-the-
Nation-Report-2017.pdf   

The report was closely followed by the 
Commission on RE’s interim report on RE ‘A 
New Vision for Religious Education in Schools’ 
http://www.commissiononre.org.uk/religious-
education-for-all-commission-interim-report/  

These important reports were released to the 
media in September 2017. The former relates 
to secondary school entitlement for RE and the 
number of community schools/academies in 
every LA that are not providing RE. This report 
was discussed at SACREs and with LAs over the 
coming year. Some LAs sent letters to 
secondary schools when they received the 
report.  

The second (interim) report is being debated 
by schools, diocesan advisers, SACREs and all 
those involved in RE because it makes 
recommendations regarding the right to 
withdraw from RE, the name of the subject, a 
national RE statement of entitlement and so 
on. 

Farmington Scholarships 

Applications for the 2018/19 Farmington 
Scholarships are now open. These are 
Scholarships available to teachers of RE and 
associated subjects in UK secondary, primary, 
and special needs schools. Head teachers who 
wish to undertake research into either RE or 
Values education are also eligible to apply. 

HMD 2018: the power of 
words                             

Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) takes place on 
27 January each year, and is the day for 
everyone to remember the millions of people 
affected by the Holocaust, Nazi persecution 
and the subsequent genocides in Cambodia, 
Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur.   

The 2018 theme is The power of words. For 
resources and more information visit the 
Holocaust Memorial Day Trust website. 

http://hmd.org.uk/resources/theme-
papers/hmd-2018-power-words 

 

 

RE Society Membership and Course Bookings 
 

To access membership and course booking 
forms please visit: 
https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/schools/re
ligious-education/  
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