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“I'd like to introduce myself and explain what 
encouraged me to volunteer for the role of 
Diocesan Environment Officer (DEO). 

 
I'm a member of St 
Stephen's Church, St 
Albans, where I met my 
husband, Neil, almost 30 
years ago when I joined 
the church choir.  Since 
then our family has 
continued to be active 
members of our church 
community, although our 
two daughters have now 

left home.  I am a PCC member, enjoy being 
part of a Home Group and belong to an 
ecumenical group with members from the four 
churches in South St Albans.  For the past two 
years I have been Environment Officer for the 
two churches in our parish during which time we 
have been working towards Ecochurch 
awards.  Led by a small Environment Group, our 
congregations have been reviewing the whole of 
our church life from worship to waste 
management, not only to improve our 
sustainability but also as part of our Christian 
witness to the local community.  
 
It's a huge privilege and a heavy responsibility to 
have been appointed to this role when our 
environment, the beautiful world which God 
created, is in crisis. I became involved in 
environmental issues after having attended the 
inspirational Caring for God's Earth conference 
in St Albans Abbey in 2015, when I first realised 
the scale of the destruction facing our 
environment as a result of climate change. As a 
Christian who believed in the value of all God's 
creation I could not stand by while the 
unsustainable lifestyles of the rich were 
destroying the Earth and its biodiversity on 
which we all depend.   
 
This inspired me to join the Pilgrimage to Paris, 
organised by the Church of England and 
Christian Aid before the Paris 2015 climate talks. 

We set off in determination and hope that with 
the support and prayers of Christians across the 
nation our pilgrimage would reach Paris, where 
a petition would be presented on behalf of the 
many that could not be there, calling for climate 
justice for the world's poor and for the leaders of 
the nations to take urgent action to prevent 
irreversible damage to the environment.  The 
historic treaty that resulted was truly an answer 
to prayer, but sadly there has been insufficient 
action by politicians to bring necessary changes 
into effect.  I have always felt that my pilgrimage 
continues, with determination and hope, to call 
for the protection of God's earth, to protest at the 
injustice caused by climate change, and to work 
for a more sustainable future for our children. 
 
My hope is that as a Diocese we will be able to 
extend the range of support and resources to 
enable all parishes to put Living God's Love into 
practice, living with respect for others and caring 
for the world in which we live.  Every parish is 
unique in its character, but it is my strong 
conviction that every church can take steps to 
reduce its carbon footprint and to care for 
creation.  Every positive action we take will 
make a difference for those most affected by 
climate change now and for generations in the 
future. 
 
As a first step a network across the Diocese will 
be established so that we can provide practical 
support, encouragement and inspiration for 
parishes at whatever stage they have reached 
on their journey to becoming more 
sustainable.  We need enthusiastic volunteers, 
able to share expertise and experience, or 
simply willing to help.   
 
 
 
If you would be interested in being part of a 
network, please contact me - I would be 
delighted to hear from you.' 
environment@stalbans.anglican.org 
07947989770 
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