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The Reader Training Programme consists of three main elements: 

  

1. Taught modules:  these run in the evening, on a Tuesday (from Sept 2016), from 

6 – 9 pm, and include a set programme over a 3 year timetable.  Key modules 

include: New Testament, Old Testament, Ministry & Worship, Doctrine, Church 

History, Pastoral Skills, and Spirituality, and Ethics.  Some modules are integrated 

with ordinands and are part of the ERMC core programme; some modules are run 

‘in house’, e.g. extra sessions on Preaching, Ministry with Children, How Adults 

learn and enabling small groups.   

 

The modules require reading and preparation for class as well as marked 

assignments.  Any student may request a personal tutor for extra support.   

 

 

2. Development of ministry skills through involvement in the Reader-in-training’s 

local parish/benefice and a four week placement in another church in their third 

year.  Every Reader in Training (RiT) will have a Pastoral Supervisor in the 

parish/benefice to facilitate and support this.  Students are asked to lead worship 

and preach, to receive written feedback and to do theological reflections on how 

they are growing in ministerial competency.  

 

 

3. Spiritual and personal formation will be encouraged through several means.  A 

Saturday study day and/or residential Retreat each year will be devoted to prayer.  

Meetings with Pastoral Supervisors should include prayer time as well as 

reflection on the development of personal spirituality and vocation.  RiTs are 

strongly encouraged to meet with a spiritual director. 

 

 

It is important to know that the programme is structured but flexible:  it is common for 

people to need time off for health reasons or family crises or job changes.  We support the 

student through these difficult times, provide tuition support when possible, and whenever 

possible re-arrange the learning in response to events.  
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