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A refugee is a person who has been forced to leave their home

and country because of war, persecution, or natural disaster.

Such an experience can be profoundly traumatic, as people

travel to find a place of safety. Presently, there are about 29.6

million refugees around the world, approximately half of which

are under 18.
 

The story in the New Testament of the ‘Escape to Egypt’ describes

Mary and Joseph fleeing from Bethlehem with the baby Jesus in

order to escape from Herod. Jesus himself was a refugee. Even

when they tried to return, they realised that Bethlehem remained

unsafe, so settled in Nazareth. 
 

When Jesus grew older, he told a parable to his disciples. In this

parable, Jesus praised those who acted compassionately to those

in need: ‘For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I

was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger

and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me’

(Matthew 25: 35-36). Perhaps Jesus was thinking back to his own

family’s experience as refugees when he said this.
 

Many around the world have been inspired by Jesus’ words to

support those seeking safety and security. The video, referred to

within this plan, shows how a church in Luton has demonstrated

such support to refugees.

With the very present reality of people seeking safety and security

as refugees, do our behaviours and perspectives matter? How

can we love all and enable all to flourish? 

KEY CONCEPT/MESSAGE



Follow the school’s normal gathering routines, using words of liturgy

which are familiar to your students.

Light a candle and offer the following prayer: ‘The grace of our Lord

Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be

with you’. Response: and also with you.

or

I wonder what you notice?

Who do you think these three are?

What do you think they are doing?

How do you think they are feeling?

Display the following image, inviting students and adults to look closely:
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Refugees: La Sagrada Familia by Kelly
Latimer.

Find image here: Gallery – Kelly
Latimore Icons

https://kellylatimoreicons.com/pages/gallery


I wonder what their journey was like?

I wonder how they felt having to leave their home and possessions

behind?

I wonder how they felt leaving friends and family?

I wonder if they felt welcomed and loved in Egypt?

At Christmas, Christians around the world remember and celebrate the

birth of Jesus. Many sing carols such as ‘Away in a Manger’, with lovely

words such as ‘Away in a manger/no crib for a bed/the little Lord

Jesus/laid down his sweet head’.

Less remembered is what the bible describes happens next to Mary,

Joseph and Jesus. After the wise men – who had given gifts of gold,

frankincense and myrrh – had left, an angel visited Joseph in a dream. The

angel told Joseph to ‘Get up, take the child and his mother and escape to

Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child

to kill him’. It was no longer safe in Bethlehem, so Mary, Joseph and Jesus

quickly packed their bags and left for Egypt.

It is this journey which you can see painted, in a modern way, by Kelly

Latimore (see painting in gather section above).

Mary, Joseph and Jesus had become refugees. A refugee is someone who

has been forced to leave their country because of war, persecution, or

natural disaster. Refugees look for a place of refuge, which means a

place of safety or shelter.
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Refugees are present all across the world today. In 2021, there are 29.6

million refugees worldwide; about half of these are under 18. Life isn’t easy

for refugees; it can be scary leaving the home you know. Sometimes, the

journey to safety can be dangerous, taking days and weeks, travelling

from country to country to find a new home.
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Many people are inspired by their beliefs

to help refugees. Some people choose to

donate to charities which provide clothing,

clean water and food to refugees

travelling to a safer place. Some

campaign to ensure that refugees are

welcomed within new places. I wonder if

you can think of other ways in which

people try to support refugees?

When Jesus grew older, he told a parable to his disciples. In this parable,

Jesus praised those who acted compassionately to those in need:

‘For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you

gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I

needed clothes and you clothed me’ 

(Matthew 25: 35-36). 

I wonder whether Jesus was thinking back to his own family’s experience

as refugees when he said this?



All Saints with St Peter’s Church in Luton were inspired by these words of

Jesus to support those seeking safety and security as refugees within their

community.

We will now watch a video about their experiences.

(Play the video linked here, 7:22 in length) This is Church: Episode 1

Refugees - YouTube
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RESPOND

I wonder what the video made you think about?

I wonder how it made you feel?

Show the following verses:

‘For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you

gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I

needed clothes and you clothed me.’ - Matthew 25: 35-36

‘Everyone can make a difference. Every action counts’ - The UN Refugee

Agency

‘I personally believe that God wants us to make life as good as possible

for everyone, no matter what their circumstances. It has to be about

justice.’ - Monica Nyazika (a volunteer from the video)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KYfXtCIvmZo
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"For many, our perspectives and behaviours are key in how we respond to

others. Brian Bilson’s poem, ‘Refugees’, looks at refugees from two points

of view. Read it from top to bottom, then read it bottom to top to get the

opposite perspective." 

They have no need of our help

So do not tell me

These haggard faces could belong to you or me

Should life have dealt a different hand

We need to see them for who they really are

Chancers and scroungers

Layabouts and loungers

With bombs up their sleeves

Cut-throats and thieves

They are not

Welcome here 

We should make them

Go back to where they came from

They cannot

Share our food

Share our homes

Share our countries

Instead let us

Build a wall to keep them out 

It is not okay to say

These are people just like us

A place should only belong to those who are born there

Do not be so stupid to think that

The world can be looked at another way



I wonder how we might make a difference in helping refugees today? 

Do our behaviour and perspectives matter?

If you’d like to, offer up your own prayer to God here. Below is an example

if you’d like to use it:

Dear God,

We pray for all refugees today.

We pray that, like Mary, Joseph and Jesus, they will find somewhere safe

and receive a welcome.

Help us, in our own lives, to think about how we can make a difference.

Amen

As we finish the act of collective worship, I wonder what thoughts you will

take into the rest of the week?

As the community reflects, you may wish to play ‘Away from the Manger:

The Refugee King’ by Liz Vice (https://tinyurl.com/jm4v7mgg). 

As you listen, reflect on the lyrics (these are shown on the video).
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https://tinyurl.com/jm4v7mgg


Lyrics:

Away from the manger they ran for their lives

The tiny boy Jesus, a son they must hide

A dream came to Joseph, they fled in the night

And they ran and they ran and they ran

Ooh

No stars in the sky but the Spirit of God

Led down into Egypt from Herod to hide

No place for his parents no country or tribe

And they ran and they ran and they ran

Ooh

Stay near me LORD Jesus when danger is nigh

And keep us from Herods and all of their lies

I love Thee LORD Jesus, the Refugee King

And we sing and we sing and we sing x2

Alleluia
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