
 
 

Remembrance Reimagined 
 

Each and every community have their own way of remembering the 
sacrifices of the men and women who served their country in times of war 
and they have their own specific traditions and occasions to mark this most 
solemn moment. Parades and processions, uniformed organisations, 
gatherings at war memorials and of course the lists of the names of the 
fallen read out year by year; names which become more familiar and strike a 
deeper chord with each utterance.  
 
This year will be different, so the challenge remains; how to preserve the 
gravitas, solemnity, community engagement, and do so safely and in new 
ways. How to continue to pray for peace and commit ourselves to live 
peaceably and graciously knowing God’s justice?  
 
Although we do not know what restrictions will be in place we do know 
social distancing is a must. This will perhaps be the greatest hindrance to 
large gatherings in buildings or to gathering in number around war 
memorials. What follows are some ideas that may be safe to do in these 
restricted times – just ensure a risk assessment is done and safety 
precautions are taken. 
 
For the practical resources such as prayers, sheets etc you can find them to 
download on our website.  
 
Church of England Times and Seasons Remembrance link: 
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-
resources/common-worship/churchs-year/times-and-seasons/all-saints-
advent 
 
 
Churches together in Britain and Ireland have published resources: 
https://ctbi.org.uk/remembrance-sunday/ 
 
 

https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/faith/seasonal-resources/
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/churchs-year/times-and-seasons/all-saints-advent
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/churchs-year/times-and-seasons/all-saints-advent
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/churchs-year/times-and-seasons/all-saints-advent
https://ctbi.org.uk/remembrance-sunday/


For Children 
• Invite children to make a red poppy (to remember those who have 

died in war) or a white poppy (to pray for peace) out of whatever they 
have at home, and to send in a photograph. Make a gallery on your 
church’s Facebook or Instagram page. 

• On a similar note, children could design a memorial monument using 
whatever items they have at home. I’ve done a blog post about how to 
do this, which you can find here: 
(https://stalbanscme.com/2020/09/17/war-memorials/) 

• Include the children in writing prayers for the Remembrance Day 
service. Choose three or four topics (eg “prayers for people in wars,” 
“prayers for people whose loved ones have died in war,” “how to make 
peace”) and split them up between your families. 

• Ask your children to read one of the Remembrance Day Bible readings 
ahead of time and draw a picture of what it makes them think about. 
Turn these pictures into a slideshow during that reading in your 
service. 

 
For Young People 
 

• Ask a group of young people to prepare a remembrance service. Ask 
them to gather testimonies from family members and the 
congregation, recording clips in advance and thinking creatively about 
how to honour those who have a direct link to the world wars or other 
conflicts.  

• Invite young people to record short interviews with members of the 
congregation, asking them to share their experiences of war.  

• Along with young people from the congregation, ask members of the 
local uniform groups to also submit material or help plan the service, 
perhaps chaired or advised by clergy. You could even ask the local 
schools to submit some filmed material to be included. Edit the clips 
and piece them together into one film, interspersing with poetry, short 
hymns and a blessing.  Ask the team to share invites and a registration 
page for the service, particularly if streaming the service live, to 
engage as many people in the community as possible.  

 
Group session segment ideas.  

1) Prayer activity:  
Ask each young person to investigate a current conflict and bring a 
picture/newspaper cutting to the meeting (one that stands out to them or 

https://stalbanscme.com/2020/09/17/war-memorials/


they would like to pray about). If meeting online, ask the group to send an 
image to the leader in advance. They can then share these on slides and 
invite each person to talk about why they chose that image.  
Put these scraps altogether in a collage (or grouped into single slide), as a 
focal point of a conversation on the horror and complexity of modern 
conflicts.  
Alternatively, during the meeting, ask young people to research current 
conflicts on their phones (direct them to reputable news websites). Ask the 
group to report back what they have found with one person mind mapping 
these observations on a big piece of paper.  
Host a time of prayer in a way that’s suitable for your meeting, lifting up all 
those caught in conflict and praying for peace.   
 

2) Discussion starters:  
 
Do you know if any of your family have experienced war? Go your 
grandparents have stories of how their parents fought in the great wars?  
Read together Genesis 4:1-16  
Ask what young people think about this ancient and foundational story of sin 
and its consequences.  
Ask what stands out from the passage. 
Draw attention to the response “am I my brother’s keeper?” asking what our 
responsibility is to others, particularly in light of the pandemic.  
Many young people fought in the world wars out of a sense of responsibility 
to protect family and community, why is it right that we still honour their 
sacrifice today?  
Read out John 15:13, how might we, in small ways, put that into practice in 
our lives?  
How do you think it must have felt for people your age as they heard that 
war had broken out?  
 

3) Outdoor prayer and meditation:  
Why do we have moments of silence in remembrance services? 
Read together Psalm 46  
Do you like this Psalm? What stands out to you from it? 
How hard do you find it to be still?  
Why is silence so powerful? 
Many people find quiet times to reflect and pray are really helpful for their 
wellbeing, have you ever tried it? 
What are your biggest distractions?  



Invite the group to find their own space to pray for 5mins in quiet. If 
possible, ensure each person has a pen and paper and a Bible but direct 
them to either leave their phones or commit to not look at them. Ask the 
group to particularly pray for peace. Mention that some of us will find it hard 
to focus but keep drawing your attention back to God and think carefully 
about what you want to say/ask/receive and be thankful for. Breathe deeply.  
 
Links to resources and ideas:  
http://www.going4growth.com/downloads/Resources_for_the_Armistice.pd
f 
http://www.going4growth.com/growth_through_the_year/remembrance  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/about/lzone_com_remembr
ance.shtml  
https://www.assemblies.org.uk/index.php?term=remembrance&restype=ful
l 
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/about-
remembrance/the-poppy  
 
 
At the War Memorial 
This year, it is likely we will have to cap numbers gathering at any one time. 
You will need to work with others to finalise a list of people to invite to 
represent others in your community. It may be a good idea to liaise with 
your local police force or PCSO and local parish council.  
Some ideas to engage with those who cannot gather: 

• Stream the ceremony for YouTube and/or Facebook – remember to 
share on community sites as well as the church ones.  

• If able/appropriate maybe a longer walk or procession to the 
memorial so people can watch from their driveways or windows.  

• For the whole weekend maybe invite people to come by themselves to 
the memorial to lay a poppy or leave a prayer. Prayer sheets can be 
laminated and left out – some examples are here: 
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/topical-
prayers/prayers-remembrance  

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.going4growth.com/downloads/Resources_for_the_Armistice.pdf
http://www.going4growth.com/downloads/Resources_for_the_Armistice.pdf
http://www.going4growth.com/growth_through_the_year/remembrance
https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/about/lzone_com_remembrance.shtml
https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/about/lzone_com_remembrance.shtml
https://www.assemblies.org.uk/index.php?term=remembrance&restype=full
https://www.assemblies.org.uk/index.php?term=remembrance&restype=full
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/about-remembrance/the-poppy
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/about-remembrance/the-poppy
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/topical-prayers/prayers-remembrance
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/topical-prayers/prayers-remembrance


Prayer Stations in Church: 
If your church/es can be safely opened for private prayer maybe you could 
offer your visitors interactive prayer stations for this season? These could be 
left for a week either side of Remembrance Sunday.  
Some churches have a war memorial in church – people could be invited to 
leave a candle (electric) or poppy here.  
 
(Based on the prayer of commitment) 
 
Loving God as I light this candle / place this poppy, I do so in 
remembrance for all who gave their lives in service of their country. I 
pledge myself to work and pray for peace and for the relief of suffering. 
I pray for your Holy Spirit to give wisdom, courage and hope to your 
world, and that we may all live in your peace and in service of our 
neighbours. Amen.  
 
 
Interactive prayer station: 
 
Equipment: 

• You will need a variety of different buttons. (the church congregation 
can be a good source of buttons and they can be easily washed) 

• Display the buttons on a table or ledge so they can be taken without 
touching others 

 
Instructions: 
 
During the Christmas Truce in 1914 soldiers on opposing sides stopped 
fighting from their trenches and exchanged gifts with each other, some even 
played a game of football.  Some soldiers exchanged buttons between the 
English and German soldiers.  For many years they kept the button to 
remember the soldier they had met and the peace they shared at the 
Christmas Truce.   
During the war many people went a long time without seeing the people 
they cared about.  Tragically many people died and their family and friends 
wanted to remember them.  
 
You could do this activity to think about the people who seemed 
insignificant at the time but you now realise were important. 
Or to think about the people that we miss. 
 



Buttons are only little things, but when we lose one we realise how 
significant they are.  
Are there people in your life who may have seemed insignificant at the time, 
but they made a big impact on your life? … 
Are there people that you miss? Maybe someone in your family or one of 
your friends?  
Choose a button that reminds you of that person, pick it up and hold it.  
As you look at the button pray for that person and thank God for them. Take 
the button with you and remember them and that God’s love is timeless. 
Or  
If you would like take the button with you and use it to remind you of the 
fragile peace that lasted in that Christmas of 1914. And pray for peace today 
around the world. Pray for peacemakers and those who make sacrifices 
today to build peace.  
 
 
Interactive Prayer Station: 
 
In the churchyard or large open space, create an outline of a cross. This 
could be with chalk on the ground, or tape or large stones to edge it.  
 
Invite your community to decorate a stone or pebble with a poppy image – 
they can be as creative as you like, and in the week of remembrance to bring 
their poppy stone to the church/ churchyard and place it in the cross. The 
cross will slowly fill with poppies and you can take pictures to share on your 
website/ social media etc. One of the prayers above could be laminated and 
next to the cross so people are invited to pray as they come. There are ideas 
online for how to decorate a pebble if creativity is running short: 
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/moinamichaelpop/poppies-rocks/ 
 
Here’s some words that may be useful: 
 
In leaving your decorated stone in this cross we are bringing together many 
traditions. Firstly, it is Jewish custom to leave stones on graves as part of 
remembering a loved one. We do that here, to remember the loved and lost 
who were killed in conflict. Secondly, we use the poppy as a symbol of 
remembrance and peace; a poppy first came to be used in this way after the 
Poem In Flanders Field by John McCrae. And finally, we place our pebbles 
in the great symbol and sign of Christian hope – the cross. The cross that 
reminds us that God overcomes death and brings new life because of His 
love for us. So as we place our stone we commit ourselves to that new life of 

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/moinamichaelpop/poppies-rocks/


peace and justice and love.  We invite you to this action as a sign of prayer, 
remembrance, and contemplation.  
 
 
 
In Flanders Fields 
BY JOHN MCCRAE 
 
In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
    That mark our place; and in the sky 
    The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 
We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
    Loved and were loved, and now we lie, 
        In Flanders fields. 
 
Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
    The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
    If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
        In Flanders fields. 
 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/john-mccrae

