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£1.5m sought for Fresh Expressions to make new disciples
Canon Tim Lomax prefaced the 
Fresh Expressions presentation 
to March’s Diocesan Synod 
with news of the diocese’s aim 
to make 8000 new disciples 
of Christ by 2028. This would 
be realised through enabling 
the development of 300 Fresh 
Expressions of church and 1200 
lay leaders. There are two parts 
to the plan: 150 of our existing 
Fresh Expressions would be 
developed alongside 150 new 
ones, for which £1.5 million is 
being sought from the Church 
Commisssioners’ Renewal and 
Reform Strategic Fund, put in 
place to support church growth. 
The diocese has already cleared 
stage one of the bid process and 
expects to hear the result of stage 
two in July. 
New Fresh Expressions will be developed in all contexts: 
urban, rural, estates and in all traditions. They will reach 
out to those unconnected with church, harnesss potential 
in existing Fresh Expressions and grow a younger church.
Almost all indicators of attendance have dropped by about 
10% in the last fi ve years and, outside Fresh Expressions, 
only 0.4% of children and young people are attending 
church. Our current Fresh Expressions are strongest 
with children, families, teenagers and young adults (e.g. 
Church of the Good Shepherd, Leighton Buzzard; Soul 
Survivor, Watford and Hub Church, Hitchin). The focus of 
work will be to build on this experience, developing Fresh 
Epressions and missional congregations that nurture the 
faith of the younger generation.
This plan works alongside two other ways of stimulating 
growth.  The fi rst of these is to increase the support for 
churches in fulfi lling their Mission Action Plan objectives 
to make new disciples. The second is to aim to create two 
or three large resource-churches in town centres.
This three-fold strategy places a great deal of emphasis on 
the potential of Fresh Expressions and part of preparing 
for this future was for Synod to hear from Canon Phil 
Potter, Archbishops’ Missioner and Fresh Expressions 
Team Leader. Canon Tim Lomax said: “Phil Potter gave 
us great encouragement that the journey on which we are 
embarking is the right one. There is considerable potential 
for growth in existing and future Fresh Expressions. I am 
convinced that this is the right way to draw in people who 
are hungry for faith, but who have no contact with the 
church. This is our chance to connect with them.”

Canon Phil’s 
wisdom about:
Fresh Expressions...

  are a serious tool, not a fad
  help change church culture
  are a form of church for our changing social culture
  are mission-shaped, not church-shaped
  make new disciples
  are fully church
  in 12 years, 2000 FXs, have reached 30,000 

unchurched people
  are found in all traditions, all venues, at least 20 

types
  are led predominmantly by unauthorised lay people
  are twice as effective at attracting under-16s
  predominantly stay in the parish where they were 

started
  make up 15% of church communities
  have 4x as many started now compared to 2004
  for every 1 person sent out to join a FX, 2.5 are 

added
  are attended by the equivalent of 2 new dioceses
  investment, integration and innovation are key to 

their success in mission and growth

Canon Phil Potter, Archbishops’ Missioner and Fresh Expressions Team Leader, addresses Synod
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As I write this letter, the United Nations’ Under-Secretary-
General, Stephen O’Brien has declared that the world is 
facing its largest humanitarian crisis in 72 years. Having 
just returned from a visit to the region, he warned that more 
than 20 million people are at risk of starvation and famine 
in Yemen, Somalia, South Sudan and Kenya. The media 
has followed the story up with photos of emaciated people 
patiently queuing for food. The pictures and the stories, 
especially of children and babies, are heart breaking. 

One of the tragic features of this particular crisis is that 
the famine is largely man-made and has been caused by 
confl ict and war. This is likely to make the humanitarian 
response even harder as attempts are made to get food to 
the neediest people over the coming weeks. 

This crisis is unfolding against the backdrop of our 
observance of Lent, a time when Christians undertake self-
examination, and when we fast and pray. These are good 
spiritual disciplines to undertake in their own right and they 
can break the power of our addictions and compulsions. 
However, in the Hebrew Scriptures, another important 
aspect of fasting is to focus our thoughts and our actions 
outwards to others. This is how the prophet Isaiah put it, 
speaking the words of God to his people:

Is not this the fast that I choose:
   to loose the bonds of injustice,
   to undo the thongs of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,
   and to break every yoke? 
 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,
   and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them,
   and not to hide yourself from your own kin?  

(Isaiah 58. 6-8)

Having journeyed through 
Lent, we are brought to 
the most important feast in 
the Christian Year. Easter 
is, above all, a celebration 
rooted in the idea that God 
is the One who defeats 
death and suffering. He is 
the life-giver, the One who 
brings resurrection life. 

One of the practical spiritual disciplines that we can 
undertake as we prepare for Easter is to practice 
generosity – generosity in our daily prayers for the those 
suffering; generosity in talking to others about the crisis and 
encourage them to do something positive; generosity by 
giving to those agencies which are working on the ground, 
bringing humanitarian relief to the suffering. These are the 
spiritual disciplines, rooted in daily life and action, which 
can declare that we are a life-giving, resurrection people. 
I hope every parish, school and chaplaincy in the diocese 
will have a special collection towards the relief of famine, 
as an expression of the generous love of God. 

Fasting or Famine

Dr Alan Smith, 
Bishop of St Albans

bishop@stalbans.anglican.org

Among those aid agencies working with the DEC in 
the areas affected by famine, who are happy to accept 
donations are:
Christian Aid (www.christianaid.org.uk/) and 
Tear Fund (www.tearfund.org/)
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Sleepout seeks new future after another bumper year

With sponsorship and tax claims still coming in, the 23rd 
Sleepout raised over £58,000, the third year in succession 
that fundraising to support homeless people has broken 
the £50,000 barrier and currently just below the 2014 
record. Over 23 years, £676,000 has been raised.
2016’s Sleepout may possibly have been the last in its 
present form. In 2017 and 2018, the extensive works at 
St Albans Abbey will mean that a large marquee covers a 
signifi cant portion of the south churchyard where much of  
the Sleepout takes place and the Sleepout Committee has 
taken the diffi cult decision that without that space, it would 
be unwise to go ahead.
Sleepout began in 1993 under the then Social 
Responsibility Offi cer for the diocese, the Revd (now the 
Ven) Paul Hackwood, now Chief Executive of the Church 
Urban Fund. The Sleepout Committee has been chaired 
since 1996 by Cllr Brian Peyton, who took on Sleepout 
when he was Mayor of St Albans. Under his chairmanship 
the number of charities and the geographical area they 
cover has increased. Last year, eleven charities took part 

from all over St Albans Diocese. 
Some of the charities which regularly take part in Sleepout 
are holding their own Sleepout events this year. Others 
are keen to fi nd venues where they and a small number 
of local charities working with homeless people can host 
their own event. Watch this space!

The need
Crisis, the national charity for homeless people since  1967, 
says that homelessness is much bigger than the problem 
of rough sleeping. The Government estimates that 4,134 
people slept rough on any night in 2016 a rise of 16% on 
the previous year. Compare that to the 57,500 statutory 
homeless households which local authorities have a duty 
to house and the 275,000 people who approached their 
local authorities for help with homelessness last year. 
These fi gures also exclude the hidden homeless how 
sleep in hostels or on sofas with friends or family and the 
problem takes on different proportions. 
See www.crisis.org.uk 

Just some of the school students who took part in 2016’s Sleepout
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A church’s list of repairs in an architect’s report can 
seem overwhelming. How can we do all of that and what 
comes fi rst? And where will we fi nd the money? There are 
many good reasons to be confi dent about and celebrate 
our churches, which can in turn increase support from 
communities and funders. St Michael and all Angels, 
Shefford, (see below) has recently succeeded at obtaining 
Heritage Lottery development funding for the project to 
restore their 14th century tower, currently scaffold-clad 
because of poor 
repairs in the 1980s, 
which allowed 
moisture retention 
behind rendering on 
the tower, causing 
some of it to fall. An 
initial £19,300 has 
been granted for 
project development, 
before they apply 
for a full grant of 
£220,900.
A workshop for 
parishes, ‘Tackling Church Repairs,’ at the end of March in 
Linslade drew about 60 delegates from all over the diocese 
and aimed to give some answers to these questions and 
also help churches to unlock funding from sources such as 
the Heritage Lottery Fund, just like St Michael’s. 
Bruce Deacon, a church architect talked about how a 
sensible, incremental, approach with works carried out 
over a number of years could achieve good results.  Advice 
was given on how to select and work with your professional 
adviser and how to plan and organise your repairs project. 
The church surveyor and parish members from St Mary’s, 
Baldock described how they had successfully found Lottery 

and local funding and managed restoration works, along 
with some of the lessons learnt along the way.
Eleanor Stead, Legacy and Funding Offi cer, Church of 
England, said that highlighting ‘the people in the church’, 
their needs and how they would benefi t was key to making 
a great case for funding support. Advice was given on 
Heritage Lottery Fund grants for churches and community 
heritage and what successful project applications needed 
to deliver funding.

The diocesan team 
ran through the 
support it offers 
to parishes and 
how all its staff 
work to fi t together 
the requirements 
and timing of 
consents, grants and 
repairs. The team 
encourages parishes 
to talk to and learn 
from each other. 
To encourage that, 

parishes which had come up with the best local fundraising 
ideas at the workshop were given Real Easter Eggs: 
Fairtrade chocolate Easter Eggs with the Easter story. 
Feedback on the workshop has been very positive with 
people valuing both the talks and the conversations in 
between. And special praise was rightly given for the 
fantastic welcome and food at the Community Hall.
See: Fundraising and Grants www.stalbans.anglican.org/
fi nance/fundraising-and-grants/ for advice and where you 
can get help. Information from the workshop including 
most of the presentations will be added to www.stalbans.
anglican.org/fi nance/training-events-presentations/

Tackling Church Repairs – Meeting the Challenge

St Michael’s and All Angels is situated in Shefford High Street and is also next to a 
busy pathway.  The church is open 7 days a week and is used by a wide section of the 
community for a variety of activities. Its historic tower is currently obscured by safety 
fencing and scaffolding to protect the public. Restoration will give pedestrians safe, 
unrestricted access to the footpath and greatly enhance the appearance of the church.
St Michael’s successfully applied for Heritage Lottery development funding after advice 
from their surveyor that they should make an application. Their strong local team and 
support from the Diocesan Advisory Team, including the recently appointed Historic Church 
Buildings Support Offi cer, David Bevan, have all helped get them to the development 
funding stage which is often the major hurdle to overcome.

BREAKING NEWS: Successful Heritage Lottery Fund Bid
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Standing in solidarity in Luton

Following the atrocity in Westminster on Wednesday 
22nd March, Grassroots and the Luton Council of Faiths 
were among the many people and groups to hold public 
demonstrations, prayer meetings and other gatherings 
of solidarity to show unity. They did this to stand against 
division and “to strengthen the collective hope that lies in 
our shared humanity.”
People gathered outside Luton Town Hall. They came 
together, deeply shocked, saddened and grieved by the 
cowardly and depraved terror attack.
Ordinary people of all faiths and other beliefs came. Civic 
and Community leaders came, including the Mayor of 
Luton, Cllr Tahir Khan and the Chair of the Luton Council 
of Faiths, Zaffar Khan. Senior Police came. 
In a joint statement issued before the vigil, Grassroots and 
the Luton Council of Faiths said: “It has left the painful scar 
on Londoners, the entire country and many citizens of the 

world who were visiting our spectacular city, London.”
The statement continued: “Those who share similar evil & 
extremist ideologies, for their gains, will take advantage of 
such incidents to drive communities further apart.
As people from different faiths and cultures in Luton, we 
will not be driven apart. We commit to stay united by our 
common humanity and work for the common good while 
condemning such evil acts in strongest terms.
Our message is loud and clear – hate mongers, extremists 
and terrorists have no place in our civil and democratic 
society. We should all be united and vigilant towards such 
evildoers and support one another.”
During the vigil, Chair of the Luton Council of Faiths, Zaffar 
Khan applauded and commended the reaction of the 
public and community leaders across the country for their 
striking a note of communities standing together against 
such atrocities.

L to R: David Jonathan, Grassroots and  the Mayor of Luton, Tahir Khan; Peter Adams St Mary’s Church; the Revd Bonnie Evans- Hills, Diocesan Inter Faith Adviser L to R: David Jonathan, Grassroots and  the Mayor of Luton, Tahir Khan; Peter Adams St Mary’s Church; the Revd Bonnie Evans- Hills, Diocesan Inter Faith Adviser 
Rehana Faisal, Luton and Sunni Council of Mosques; Chief Superintendent Dave Boyle; Imam Allama Hafi z Ejaz Ahmed, Luton central MosqueRehana Faisal, Luton and Sunni Council of Mosques; Chief Superintendent Dave Boyle; Imam Allama Hafi z Ejaz Ahmed, Luton central Mosque
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Churches have weeks left to join Energy Basket

Parish Buying, which negotiates special deals on a range 
of products and services for Church of England churches, 
is urging churches to sign up to their 2017-18 ‘Energy 
Basket’ before the 1st May deadline. 
The energy basket is a way of pooling the bulk-purchasing 
power of the church to obtain competive prices for parishes’ 
electricity and gas, buying wholesale. It’s a once a year 
opportunity. Last year’s energy basket covered over 4000 
gas or electricity meters.
It’s not just about the savings, say Parish Buying. In fact, 

Archdeacon Jonathan Smith has accepted Bishop Alan’s request to take over as the 
Chair of Council for Discipleship and Ministry when Anthony Archer steps down on 31st 
May. Jonathan will take on the role as an interim Chair while the future structure of the 
Boards and Councils is considered.
Jonathan writes: “I am delighted to have been asked to take on the role of interim Chair 
of the Council for Discipleship and Ministry and I shall very much enjoy working with the 
Council as together we take forward the work of ministry which is inherent in the calling 
to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.”

New role for Archdeacon Jonathan

one of the biggest benefi ts of the Basket is that it saves 
time. Parishes get a fresh price every year without the need 
to spend valuable time hunting around for new contracts. 
It also means no getting caught out by sudden spikes in 
the energy market that could affect prices at the point of 
renewal. 
Parish Buying can also help parishes who prefer a standard 
1-3 year energy contract, with competitive prices.
To access all Parish Buying’s special rates, sign up at 
www.parishbuying.org.uk
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Farewell to Jeanette

Geoffrey Boult, presently Priest-in-
Charge in the benefice of Arlesey with 
Astwick, is to become Incumbent of the 
same.
Myrtle Cook, presently Priest-in-
Charge (house for duty) in the benefice 
of High Cross & Thundridge is to retire 
with PtO in June.
Rebecca Fardell, presently Assistant 
Curate in the benefice of Itchen Valley, 
Winchester diocese, is to become 
Vicar in the benefice of Sunnyside with 
Bourne End.
Lydia Humphries, presently Vicar 
of The Church of the Transfiguration, 
Kempston, is to become Vicar of St 
Botolphs Church. Shepshed and St 
James Church, Oaks in Charnwood, 
Leicester diocese.
Ricky Turner, presently Assistant 
Curate in Training at All Saints 
Church, Oxhey, is to become Team 
Vicar in Dunstable Team Ministry with 
responsibility for St Augustine’s Church, 
Dunstable.

The Revd Richard Andrews and The Revd Lynne Fawns were made Honorary 
Canons of the Cathedral & Abbey Church of St Alban by the Bishop of St Albans, 
on Saturday 4th March during evensong.

The Revd Jeanette Gosney, widely 
known in the diocese, tells us a bit more 
about her forthcoming move in June. 
“I’m going to be Bishops’ Ministry Officer, 
working with and for the two bishops in 
the diocese of St Edmundsbury and 
Ipswich (basically Suffolk). It’s a new 
post, so exactly what I’ll be doing will 
evolve, but, to quote my job description, 
the job’s purpose is ‘to support the 
Bishops in their responsibility for the 
development and well-being of the 
clergy and authorised ministers of the 
diocese’. This will include ‘fostering a 
culture of mutual learning and support’ 
(i.e. encouraging clergy to work together 
and share ideas – not always a given!) 
and ‘facilitating coaching, mentoring, 
support groups, pastoral care and 
strengthening networks… to promote 
ministerial confidence… and address 
isolation’. In other words, in a large, 
mainly rural diocese with relatively few 
clergy each often looking after several 
parishes, it’s a role seeking to enhance 
ministerial morale when the pressures 
and demands of the role can feel 

Diocesan Appointments

The Revd Dr James Webster, 
previously Assistant Curate in the 
Parish of Broxbourne with Wormley, 
was appointed as Vicar of St Paul’s 
Langleybury and Diocesan IME Officer 
at the end of last year. He took over the 
roles from The Revd Ysmena Pentelow.

overwhelming. I’ve been in my current 
post for over six years, and the time 
is right for a new challenge. This role 
will hopefully bring together a lot of my 
experience over the years. Of course 
I will be sad in many ways to leave St 
Albans Diocese. I’ve got to know a lot of 
people over the past 11 plus years.” See 
Round joins the many others wishing 
her well.
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  EVENT LISTINGS
April 2017

Equipping God’s People
Parish Giving Scheme 
Coffee, cake and all you wanted 
to know about the Parish Giving 
Scheme
It is now over a year since the launch 
of the Parish Giving Scheme in 
diocese of St Albans, and we now 
have over 60 parishes registered, 
and have distributed 5500 packs to 
parishes.
If you have not yet registered for the 
scheme and want to know more, why 
not come along and hear all about 
the benefits of the scheme and why 
you should join? You will also have a 
chance to hear from some of those 
who are already in the scheme and 
learn what has worked for them and 
the benefits they have enjoyed and 
ask any questions you may have.
Date:     19th April 2017
Time:    9:45 - 12:00 noon. Please 
arrive at 9.45 for a coffee and cake 
and a 10am start.
Venue: Board Room, Holywell Lodge
For course dates and bookings, 
see: www.stalbans.anglican.org/
ministry/find-a-course/
Contact: Kathryn McNamara 
pdadmin@stalbans.anglican.org 
01727 818151 

Talks & Courses

Email your events to: comms@stalbans.anglican.org

Ickleford Open Gardens – Sunday, 
25th June, 2017 from 12noon until 
5pm.  A chance to visit several beautiful 
gardens, including Hitchin Lavender, 
Pimms on the Lawn at Jennings Funeral 
Directors, and lunches and teas in the 
village hall.  Free limousine available 
around the village. The church will 
be open.  Admission £4 per person.  
Proceeds in aid of St. Katharine’s New 
Building Fund and Room-for-All.

All Saints Church, Queens Road 
Hertford SG13 8AE.  The Summer 
season of Soundbites commences 
on Wednesday April 26th with 
Adrian Oldland – Piano. Thereafter 
weekly concerts until end July.  Soup, 
baked potatoes, rolls etc from 12:15 
Concert at 13:00.  Full details at www.
allsaintshertford.org/concerts.php

St Albans Cathedral. ‘The Devil’s 
Passion’ a play written and performed 
by award winning playwright Justin 
Butcher, directed by Guy Masterson. 
Thursday  6th  April, 7.30pm. 
Tickets : £15 / £12. Bookings: www.
stalbanscathedral.org / 01727 890290. 
See poster in the ebundle notices. St Thomas’s Church Stopsley 

LU2 7UL. Luton Male Voice Choir 
Charity Concert on Saturday 10th 
June at  7.30pm. Tickets £8 including 
refreshments. Raffle. Contact Clive 
Wheeler on 07804 7332222 or 
cliverobert2001@yahoo.co.uk.
St Peter’s Church, Berkhamsted  
Bridgewater Sinfonia concert on 
Saturday 17th June at 7.30pm. 
Programme includes works by 
Mendlessohn, Ravel and Tchaikovsky. 
Tickets £15 in advance, £16 on the door; 
U18s free. Available from Aitchesons, 
154 High St Berkhamsted, from www.
bridgewater-sinfonia.org.uk. Enquiries 
01442 873205.

St Owen’s Church Bromham MK43 
8LL. Cantamus sing ‘Music for a Spring 
Evening’, Sacred and secular music. 
Saturday 13th May at 7.30pm. Adults 
£8, Child U16 free. Tickets at the door. 
Reservations by phone 01234 825454 
or (eves) 826551
St Mary’s Church, Ashwell. The 
Ashwell Music Festival takes place from 
Thursday 18th to Sunday 28th May.  
Young Musicians Concert & Compline 
Thursday 18th at 7pm.  Caius Men 
choral scholars on Friday 19th at 8pm, 
Kiki Dee and Carmelo Luggeri are the 
headlining act with An Acoustic Journey 
on Saturday 20th at 8pm, Ashwell & 
Friends on Sunday 21st at 7pm. Festal 
Evensong on Sunday 28th at 6.30pm. 
For full details and tickets visit www.
ashwellmusicfestival.org. Booking office 
01462 743289.

St Lawrence Church, High Street, 
Abbots Langley, WD5 0AS Spring 
Concert Series on Saturdays throughout 
May with refreshments available half 
an hour beforehand.  Saturday 6th 
May at 11am - Tom Winpenny (Organ); 
Saturday 13th May at 11am -  Stratton 
& Southorn family; Saturday 20th 
May at 7.30pm - The London Central 
Fellowship Band of the Salvation Army; 
Saturday 27th May at 11am - TBC.  
Tickets £5 adult (children free) for each 
concert and are available on the door.  
For more details call 01923 261795 or 
visit www.abbotslangley.org.uk

All Saints Church, Clifton. An Evening 
with Peter Howarth – Saturday 3rd 
June, 7:30pm. Peter is lead singer with 
The Hollies, a long-time singer and 
guitarist with Cliff Richard and starred 
in the London West End show The Roy 
Orbison Story. Join us for an intimate 
solo performance. All profits to church 
funds. Tickets are £15 available from 
Terry & Anne Sullivan on 01462 817491

Ethics in Our Time
A 5 week BELIEF course

26/4  Ethics and Migration 
3/5  Just War 
10/5   Environmental Ethics    
17/5   Ethics and Poverty
24/5  Ethics and Medicine  

 Sessions run from 8pm-9.30pm
at St Andrews Church Centre 

Kimbolton Road  Bedford MK40 2PF 
Cost is £5 per session 
payable on the day.

For information 
please call 

01234 330314 
or email belief@

standrewsbedford.org
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