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St Leonard’s church is the very heart of our village and 
we thank you for considering the parish of Sandridge 

as a place where God may be calling you to serve Him, 
His Word and His people as our vicar. The vacancy has 

come about as a result of the Reverend Em Coley’s 
appointment to the role of National Young Vocations 

Officer and Panel Secretary in Ministry Division. 

In this parish profile we aim to give you an 
understanding of who we are, what we are doing and 

some of our aspirations for the future.  

You can find out more about the life of our church at 
http://www.sandridgechurch.org.uk/

or through our Facebook page.

http://www.sandridgechurch.org.uk/


Our Parish



The parish of Sandridge has a population of 4,000 and lies to 
the north of St. Albans; a thriving cathedral city with fast train 
links to London approximately 20 miles away. The parish 
consists of the village of Sandridge itself, the north-west part of 
the Jersey Farm estate, and an area of countryside made up of 
farms and Heartwood Forest, the largest continuous new native 
forest in England.

The majority of people in Sandridge and Jersey Farm own their own 
homes, but there is a wide social mix. We are an expanding 
community with new homes being built and more planned. There is 
a growing village primary school, with which we enjoy close links. 
There are a number of local employers but many people commute 
to St Albans, London and beyond. A significant number of people 
have deep roots in the village.

Jersey Farm is a large estate of about 1500 houses built over the 
last forty years, a third of which are in the parish of St. Mary’s, 
Marshalswick, with which we share close cooperation. Jersey 
Farm has its own small shopping and community centres. 



St Leonard’s church enjoys close links 
with the local community and its 
businesses and institutions, including 
Tara’s Retreat Care Home and Lyndon 
Residential Home.

We have a strong pastoral team drawn 
from the congregation who provide home 
visits.  Some of the team also take home 
communion to those who cannot attend 
church.

Tara’s Retreat

Lyndon Residential Home



Heartwood Forest brings many visitors to Sandridge. 
The tearooms, a garden centre and three pubs in the 
village provide welcome refreshment and, in the 
summer, the church also opens its doors for afternoon 
teas.   The church remains open all year round and 
many visitors enjoy the opportunity for quiet reflection 
that the church building provides. 

Our church webpage, Twitter and 
Facebook accounts help us to reach out 
to our wider community. We also 
publish a lively Parish Magazine every 
month, and more than 300 copies of 
each issue are distributed.



Our Church



There is no separate parish hall, but the church building is used in 
many ways. It can be transformed into a Christmas Market or a 
summer Sunday afternoon café, and seasonal events in the church 
and in its beautiful grounds draw people in and make it a vibrant 
community hub. Many local children attend Craft Church, and 
Sandridge School also holds services here. Our church is a much loved 
and busy community resource.

St. Leonard’s is a much loved 
and well cared-for church. It 
was established more than 
900 years ago, and has a 
beautiful Norman and late 
medieval interior, restored in 
the 1880s.

The church’s six bells were 
retuned and rehung in 2011. 
They are regularly rung by a 
local band of ringers, half of 
whom are members of our 
congregation.

A fine modern engraved glass 
screen encloses the space 
below the tower, and this has 
created a very flexible space 
which can be used for parish  
meetings, Young Church, 
after-service refreshments 
and much more.



Every autumn, the church hosts the annual Flower Festival, 
attracting visitors from across the area.  St Leonard’s is also a key 
venue for celebrations, hosting many weddings and christenings 
throughout the year.

Music is an important feature 
of life at St Leonard’s, and we 
have a well-maintained pipe 
organ that is played during our 
regular services.

St Leonard’s church choir is an 
essential part of our worship 
every Sunday.  They also sing 
at weddings, and help make 
our Christmas services very 
popular.

The Friends of St Leonard’s was 
established five years ago as a 
way for our community to help 
support the church itself. Its 
trustees comprise both PCC 
members and villagers who may 
be only occasional church-goers. 
Their fund-raising events have 
generated £16,000 towards the 
upkeep of our church. 

Village Voices is a 
local choral group 
made up of 
villagers and 
church members, 
and it stages 
regular concerts in 
the church.



Our Church In Numbers 2018

396 Total of people attending any service 
on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day

133 Total number of people attending 
worship on Easter Sunday

101 People on the electoral roll

49 Average Sunday attendance

16 Members of the PCC

15 Baptisms

6 Weddings

3 Confirmations

3 Weekly services in church



Our Parish In The Words 
Of Our Congregation



“I love the way we are an outward looking church, welcoming 
everyone regardless of background and experience, of all faiths 
and none. I love our all age services which are fun and include 
stories, plays and even quizzes encouraging adults and children 
to join in together.  However I also love how we can do the very 
solemn and spiritual services too. This means there is 
something for everyone at St Leonard’s to enjoy and encourage 
us on our journey of faith.”

“I have focused my strengths in helping with preparing and 
giving out tea, coffee and biscuits after the Sunday services and 
being part of the team who clean the church, and run ‘The 
Café’ at the church’s Summer Fête and the Christmas Market. I 
feel these are such an important part of the church’s message: 
being welcoming, a great community attraction, where local 
people can feel involved.”



“I love being a part of St Leonard’s church. The beauty of the 
church and simplicity of our worship suits me very well. I find 
the love of this church family very comforting as they were 
not only there for me when my husband died but 
continuously. That gives me the strength and courage in 
tasks I am called to every day.”

“St Leonard’s Church has been a beautifully built ‘gathering 
place’ which welcomes people of all ages and backgrounds 
for over 900 years.  It has also been so much more to many 
of us.  I love that it is a place where I feel no judgement and 
can connect with local people outside of my daily routine. I 
love that we share in the messages from the Bible, confirm 
our faith, laugh out loud at the funny moments or words 
spoken, ‘share the peace’, take communion, and have quiet 
moments for prayer or contemplation.”



Over recent years the PCC has been successful 
in balancing its books, and the annual 
accounts have shown an overall surplus of 
income over expenditure in five of the last six 
years. Excluding legacies and net gains on 
investments, income in 2018 totalled £69,000 
(of which £40,000 came from giving), and 
expenditure amounted to £72,000. Payments 
to the diocese of amounts due for the Parish 
Share and Statutory Fees are kept up to date.

Larger items of expenditure in recent years, including roof 
repairs, repairs to the chancel floor, window repairs, 
installation of an alarm and purchase of new pew cushions, 
have been met from a combination of the PCC’s own 
financial resources and one-off grants and donations.

In 2017 the PCC benefitted from a most generous legacy of 
£186,000. The legacy was made without conditions being 
imposed for its use, and although the PCC has had some initial 
discussions on how it may be spent, no definite plans have 
been made yet. A separate legacy of £3,000 was received in 
2018. No decision has been taken on how this second legacy 
will be used either. Including these two legacies, total PCC 
funds amounted to £261,000 at the end of 2018.

The finances are under the watchful eye of our Treasurer, 
who is supported by a bookkeeper. There is an effective and 
diligent Finance Committee, chaired by the Treasurer.

Church Finances



The Vicarage



The modern vicarage is conveniently close 

to the church and to Sandridge primary 

school. The village shop is within walking 

distance. There are many secondary 

schools in nearby St Albans and local clubs 

and societies including Scouts and Guides.

The Vicarage

2 Anson Close

Sandridge

AL4 9EN



The vicarage has four good sized bedrooms 
and a well appointed kitchen and utility 
room. There is a large garden and separate 
office space, which is set apart from the main 
living space in the house.



Our New Vicar



We are looking for a new vicar who will nurture the church community 
as it grows in depth and breadth. The post is a half-time position in 
conjunction with the role of Associate Diocesan Director of Ordinands
for the Diocese of St Albans.

We would like our new vicar to be:

• Experienced in and passionate about parochial ministry
• Happy to live and work in a village environment
• Community-minded and keen to develop local relationship networks
• Comfortable with worship of all traditions and levels of formality
• Able to nurture individuals in their own ministry and encourage 

collaborative working
• Able to preach with sensitivity and understanding, communicating 

the Gospel in an inclusive and engaging style 
• Able to relate to people of all ages
• Able to build on and extend our work with young people and families

The PCC


