New Chairs of the Houses of Clergy and Laity elected
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New Chairs of the House of Clergy and House of Laity were elected at the meeting of
Diocesan Synod on 13th October. Javaid Iqbal becomes the Chair of the House of Clergy,
and Peter Adams was elected Chair of the House of Laity.
Javaid Iqbal is team reactor to Aldenham, Radlett and Shenley,
with 21 years’ experience of ordained ministry. Born and brought
up in Pakistan, he was ordained in the Church of Pakistan, served
in five parishes across three dioceses, and set up the diocesan
department for Mission and Evangelism. Javaid is a vocation
advisor, BAME vocation champion, part of the Reaching New
People learning community, champions interfaith and
intercultural ministry, and has been a member of diocesan
synods, and bishops’ councils for over 11 years.
Javaid says “I feel humbled and honoured to be elected Chair of House of Clergy of the
Diocese of St Albans. I am looking forward to working with the senior leadership to make
positive contributions to the diocesan life by promoting diversity, and to be an advocate for
my clergy colleagues who offer ministry in challenging circumstances with joy, imagination
and courage”.
Peter Adams has worked as a community conflict mediator and
peacebuilder based at St Marys Church, Luton since 2007, which
has led to the formation of St Marys Centre for Peace and
Reconciliation two years ago. He is widely involved in the Luton
community, working closely with police, the council, churches
and Muslim community. Peter has been Luton Deanery deputy
lay chair for six years and chair for a year.
Peter says “I believe that as Christian people and the church
speaking with a quiet confidence, we have an important part in all areas of our national life.
Despite the stereotypical image of places like Luton, the church is valued as an important
part of building community in our multicultural multifaith town. I also hope to be an advocate
for our most rural parishes. I grew up as a farmer’s son in deepest East Sussex, and many
relatives are still farming there as well as stalwarts of their village churches. The tension
between the countryside, villages and market towns of traditional England, and our
multicultural cities is one I embrace in myself, and one as a church we need to understand
and engage with. I have a passion for unity across our differences as church, and I hope to
bring that to my wider role”.
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‘Alban Life’ Magazine is coming to St Albans Diocese
stalbans.anglican.org/alban-life-magazine-is-coming-to-st-albans-diocese
7 November 2018

Named after our founding saint, St Alban, Alban Life is a new quarterly printed magazine for
the people of St Albans Diocese.
To be published at Advent, Lent, Pentecost and Harvest, each edition will give you 28 pages
of encouraging, informing and inspiring stories about current issues and themes relevant
to the life of people and churches in St Albans Diocese.

We will be distributing the first few copies of Alban Life to you free of charge so you can
get to know us. Look out for issue 1 in churches for the start of Advent. We hope you will
enjoy issue 1 which will ask if you are a tourist a traveller or a pilgrim when you go on
holiday; how you can have a green Christmas, what makes a welcoming church and more!
Producing a quarterly printed magazine will also enable us to produce a more frequent
electronic bulletin and this will now appear straight to your inbox every two weeks.
If you know anyone who might like to receive it, they can sign up here.
We will still include parish events in the electronic bulletin which like all our web pages, will
be printable and so still available for use on church noticeboards or for people to take at
the back of church, if desired.
We continue to welcome ideas for stories, so please keep your contributions coming to
comms@stalbans.anglican.org
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Top Tips on Roof Security in the light of “one of the
worst church lead thefts in recent years”
stalbans.anglican.org/top-tips-on-roof-security-in-the-light-of-one-of-the-worst-church-lead-thefts-in-recent-years
7 November 2018

The news of the theft of 20 tonnes of lead from All Saints Church, Houghton Conquest, a
Grade 1 listed church near Bedford, has been widely reported across national media, as one
of the worst church lead thefts in recent years. Replacing the lead and repairing damage
caused by the theft is likely to cost several hundred thousand pounds, but the insurance
payout is expected to be capped at just £15,000, leaving this small rural church with a likely
six-figure fundraising target to achieve.

The huge rise in metal thefts recently is thought to be the work of a number of highly
organised and expert gangs, so this really is the time to bump up security and preventative
actions to the top of churches’ to-do lists and make this a priority for everyone.
Lead theft is the number one security threat facing churches, but there are a number of
straightforward steps that everyone can take to avoid becoming a target and to ensure a
full insurance payout if the worst happens:
1. Think like a thief and stay vigilant
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Take a good look at your church through the eyes of a potential thief – how would you get
up on to the roof? Where would you park? How would you avoid security systems or
alarms? Make regular checks and use common sense – don’t leave ladders or wheelie
bins around, try to restrict access for vehicles to get close to the buildings overnight.
People are one of the most useful security assets – everyone in a congregation can report
anything that looks unusual or suspicious (there may be a ‘neighbourhood watch’ type
contact in your church already; you may want to agree a designated mobile number to
contact).
Churches are encouraged to let people know if there is planned building work happening,
so that they know whether there are supposed to be people on the roof or not. The parish
newsletter, local Facebook groups, school newsletters and so on might also provide ways
of asking the local community to help by keeping vigilant too.
Your church’s PCC can take some straightforward steps to improve security and ensure
any potential insurance claim covers the full cost of repairs in the event of a theft:
2. Apply a forensic marker such as SmartWater
SmartWater is a condition of insurance: unless you have SmartWater applied to the roof
and have registered its use and have warning notices displayed, there will be no insurance
payout in the event of a theft. This inexpensive and straightforward procedure should be
top of your church’s to-do list if it isn’t already in place: read more information on
SmartWater from Ecclesiastical Insurance
3. Apply for a grant to purchase a roof alarm
A roof alarm is both the most basic deterrent to metal thieves and also a standard
requirement for insurance policies, so should also be a priority if your church doesn’t yet
have one installed. Grants are available that will contribute up to £2,000 towards the cost
of an alarm, with short and straightforward application forms: click here for information
about applying for grants for roof alarms, insurance and security
Without both SmartWater and a roof alarm, any insurance payout will be restricted to
£15,000 rather than the full cost of repair, which could run into six-figure sums, so do
protect your church as a matter of urgency.
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St Leonard’s Church Flamstead wins National Lottery
support
stalbans.anglican.org/st-leonards-church-flamstead-wins-national-lottery-support
7 November 2018

St Leonard’s Church, Flamstead has received initial National Lottery support for its “Living
Histories, Lasting Journeys” project. The project aims to protect and share the valuable
heritage of this 12th century church for generations to come. 12 months of structural
repairs are planned to start in 2020, in parallel with an exciting programme to involve
people of all ages in discovering more about those who have left their mark on the building
during the 900 years since construction began.

St Leonard’s Church, Flamstead Photo credit: TwoTales Creative

Development funding of £91,200 has been awarded by the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) to
help the Flamstead’s PCC progress their plans to apply for a full National Lottery grant of
£642,500 at a later date. As well as essential repair work to make the building structurally
sound and weatherproof, the project aims to make the story of its fascinating 900-year
history more readily accessible to visitors and online.
Volunteers will be welcomed and trained to assist with a range of new activities designed
to “give something back” to the whole community. By teaming up with local arts charities
and experts, the aim is to use puppets, drama, hands-on exploration and teaching
resources to help schoolchildren learn history using St Leonard’s as a local example.
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Local colleges will be involved in digital media projects and robotics competitions designed
to engage young people, who will also be involved as volunteers in designing the
information displays and capturing living memories. Tourists and local people will be
encouraged to visit and attend talks through the work of a heritage learning officer, and will
be able to explore the heritage with the aid of new graphics displays and a mobile guide.
Local embroiderers will join forces to make a contemporary wall-hanging recreating one of
the most striking wall paintings, to be unveiled at the end of the project.
Construction of the church started in 1120, on the site of a Saxon chapel. Since then, the
building has evolved and changed as different generations left marks – and these can still
be read in the architecture, decoration, monuments and in the graffiti on its walls and
pillars. An important series of wall paintings, second only in Hertfordshire to those in St
Albans Cathedral, and rediscovered in the 1930s, spans the 13th to 19th centuries.
Fascinating medieval and Tudor inscriptions and images are scratched in the stone and
have never been systematically surveyed.
Monuments tell the stories of local families, some of which had connections to the Tudor
court; documents and photographs spanning 120 years are yet to be digitised. The church
bells were cast onsite in 1664 and are still rung from an ancient wooden bell-frame.
Andrew Lambourne, who has led the application, said “ We are truly delighted to have
received this encouragement to our project, and sincerely thank the National Lottery players
who make such awards possible. In saving and sharing this heritage we genuinely want to
give back to the wider community the sense of fascination we all feel as we discover the
history bound up in this amazing building, and the stories of the different people – the great
and the ordinary – who have left their mark on it over nine centuries. Nothing beats seeing
this with your own eyes, and future generations deserve that pleasure.”
St Leonard’s Church, Flamstead Photo credit: TwoTales Creative
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Community Crafters join Poppy Production Line in
Sawbridgeworth
stalbans.anglican.org/community-crafters-join-poppy-production-line-in-sawbridgeworth
7 November 2018

A team of craftspeople have been working on a poppy production line to create a stunning
‘poppy fall’ for the Memorial altar in Great St Mary’s Church, Sawbridgeworth.
The talented team included members of the Great St Mary’s congregation alongside others
from Hailey Centre for older people in Sawbridgeworth.
The completed ‘poppy fall’ will sit on the Memorial altar throughout this period of
Remembrance, marking the 100th anniversary of the end of World War 1.
Vicar of Sawbridgeworth Revd Frances Arnold with the team of community crafters
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People News: November 2018
stalbans.anglican.org/news/people-news-november-2018

Rachel Allen Chaplaincy Team Leader at East and North Herts NHS Trust to be Spiritual
Care Co-ordinator at Isabel Hospice.
Martin Burrell Chaplain to Gypsies, Travellers and Roma, Licensed Clergy (Public Preacher
Licence) and Member Luton Deanery Synod to retire to the Diocese of Oxford.
Roger Chapman to be Priest-in-Charge (half time) of Cheshunt, St Mary (Interim Ministry: 6
months)
Peter Crumpler to leave his post as Associate Minister (SSM) at Sandridge to be licensed
as a Public Preacher (continuing as Diocesan SSM Officer for St Albans Archdeaconry)
Lucy Davis Vicar, St Peter and St Paul with St Andrew, Flitwick to be also Assistant Dean of
Women’s Ministry, Diocese of St Albans
Paul Davies Senior Priest at the Anglican Church of the Epiphany, Qatar, Diocese of Cyprus
and the Gulf to be Church Growth Officer (half-time) for Bedford Archdeaconry. Also to be
Priest-in-Charge (half-time), All Saints, Bedford
Bonnie Evans-Hills Vicar of Kimpton with Ayot St Lawrence is leaving the parish.
Mary Kingsley Assistant Priest, to be Associate Minister (SSM) of Bushey (Interim Ministry:
6 months).
Robert Kozak Assistant Curate of All Saints Leavesden to be Priest-in-Charge of
Letchworth.
Stephen Lyon to be Chair, Caribbean Links Group for the Diocese of St Albans
Alastair McKay Curate, St Martin-in-the-Fields, Diocese of London to be Church Growth
Officer (half-time) for Hertford Archdeaconry
Lindsey Moss Associate Minister (SSM) of ChristChurch, Ware to be Associate Minister
(SSM) at Caddington.
Anne Poultney Assistant Curate at Aldenham, Radlett & Shenley Team Ministry has
completed her curacy.
Sharon Smith Assistant Curate in Training (SSM) at Caddington, Farley Hill to be Vicar at
Christ Church, Orpington.
Anne Underwood Assistant Curate (SSM) at Bushey has completed her curacy.
We learned with sorrow of the following deaths:
Sister Jean Harris C.A. formerly Accredited Lay Minister with Permission to Officiate,
on 27th September 2018
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The Revd Adrian Hinksman formerly SSM at King’s Walden and Offley with Lilley and
Diocesan Widows’ Officer, on 9th October 2018
Austin Janes Team Vicar of the Church of the Resurrection in Grovehill, Hemel Hempstead
has written and illustrated a Christmas poem resource for very young children,
called Spider’s First Christmas. Written in a very simple way reminiscent of Incy Wincy
Spider, children can see that whatever changes come, God is travelling with us and
we don’t need to be afraid.
The A6 booklet is printed in full colour and makes an ideal gift for nursery and primary
school age children. The books are £1.50 each but bulk discounts are available. A power
Point is also available for projecting in assemblies or services. contact Revd Austin Janes
for an order form. All proceeds go towards supporting the ongoing ministry of the church in
Grovehill and Woodhall Farm,
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Forthcoming Events: November 2018
stalbans.anglican.org/news/forthcoming-events-november-2018

Click here to download a printable PDF of these events, for display on church notice boards
etc.
Wheathampstead Churches Together
Armistice Centenary Commemoration Reflective Trail of
Peace, Hope & Remembrance
Saturday 10th – Tuesday 13th November, St Helen’s Church
Wheathampstead
All the local churches, schools, scouting and guiding
organisations are joining forces to mount this four-day festival.
St Helen’s Church will be filled with flowers, poetry, music and
art to create a Reflective Trail of Peace, Hope & Remembrance
in St Helen’s Church.
Click here to download a poster for the Reflective Trail
Click here to download a poster for the Centenary Commemoration Service
St Leonard’s Church, Flamstead: Heritage Lectures in
association with the Flamstead Society
Saturday 10 November, 2.30 pm: Wall Paintings in
Flamstead Church: Making and Meaning, Dr Ellie Pridgeon
(Lecturer in history of art, Universities of Leicester, Oxford
and Cambridge)
Saturday 24 November, 2.30 pm: Medieval Graffiti:
Putting Flam-Stead into the Bigger Picture, Matthew
Champion (Historian and expert on medieval graffiti, and
author of the acclaimed Medieval Graffiti: the lost voices
of England’s churches)
Click here to download a poster with full details
Music for Remembrance sung by Cantamus Chamber
Choir Conducted by Paul Edwards. Schubert, Brahms,
Mendelssohn, Parry and others
Tuesday 13 November 7.45 pm at St Owen’s Church,
Bromham, MK43 8LL
Sunday 18 November 3.15pm at ChristChurch
Bedford, MK40 3SX
Tickets at the door. Details 01234 741 871 / 07989 837 819
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Soundbites: A series of term-time Wednesday lunchtime
Concerts All Saints Church, Hertford SG13 8AY
Wednesday 14th November: Emma Abbate & Julian
Perkins Piano Duo
Wednesday 21st November: Robert Atchison (Violin)
& Timothy Carey (Piano)
Wednesday 28th November: Mine Dogantan-Dack
(Piano), Mona Kodama (Violin) & Juan Drown (Viola)
Wednesday 5th December: Canon Brass: Festive Finale
Click here to download a poster
St Albans and the Cult of Humfrey, Duke of Gloucester A talk
by Dr David Rundle, University of Oxford, held jointly by St Albans
Cathedral and the Friends
Thursday 15th November, Drinks 7.30pm, Talk 7.45 – c.
9.30pm. Tickets £9.00 Venue: Crossing, St Albans
Cathedral (please click link for map)
Humfrey, duke of Gloucester (1390-1447) liked to call
himself the son, brother and uncle of kings. A politically divisive
figure, early in 1447, while heir presumptive to the throne, he was arrested on an
accusation of treason. He died in custody. His name was not forgotten, however, and one
place where he was especially remembered was St Albans Abbey. This lecture will explore
Humfrey’s career, his literary patronage, and afterlife.
Click here for more information and to book tickets
We Will Remember Them: Vaughan Williams’ Secret Salute to
the Dead of the Great War
Tuesday 20th November, 7.30pm at St Mary’s Church,
Redbourn (Transept Hall). Free Admission.
This fascinating talk by historian and broadcaster Andrew
Green explores Vaughan Williams’s hauntingly beautiful yet
barely-known short 1922 opera, The Shepherds of the
Delectable Mountains. Andrew is convinced this opera is a
carefully constructed memorial to those who died in the First
World War and an offering of consolation for the bereaved.
Click here for more information on the St Mary’s Church website
Click here to download a poster
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Theology and Peacebuilding, a talk by The Rev’d Sam
Wells, Vicar of St-Martin-in-the-Fields
Wednesday 21st November, 8.00-9.30pm in the Lady Chapel, St
Albans Cathedral (please click link for map). Tickets £10
The Rev’d Sam Wells, Vicar of St Martin-in-the-Fields
and Visiting Professor of Christian Ethics at King’s
College, London, looks at 12 steps that lead to peace, and
distinguishes between different models of reconciliation,
notably peacebuilding, peacewaging, peacekeeping and peacemaking.
Click here for more information and to book tickets
St Mary’s Carlton Amazing Bazaar & Christmas Bake Off
Saturday 24th November, 1.30 – 4.30pm, Carlton Village Hall
All you need to do is bring one individual homemade mince pie
to the Village Hall during the Bazaar. The judging will be at 4.00
and there will be Star Prizes “Young Bake-Off Chef” (under16) &
adult “Bake-Off Chef” (over 16). And visit our fantastic
collection of Christmas stalls – gifts, produce & taste our
delicious refreshments
Download a poster and full details by clicking here
St Nicholas Church, Barton Le Clay Christmas Tree Festival
Saturday 1 st and Sunday 2 nd December 12.00 –
6.00pm. Decorated trees and Bethlehem Stable, music,
refreshments. Admission £2.50, children free.
Friday 30 th November Preview Evening: 7.00pm
refreshments and viewing the trees, 8.00pm Concert
featuring the Bedfordshire Woodwind Academy Flute
Ensemble and Hand bell ringing group. Tickets £7 from
01582 882350
Follow the Christmas Tree Festival page on Facebook for further information
Redbourn Living Advent Calendar 1st – 24th December
Each day in Advent a different door in Redbourn will open
at 6.15pm for a 15 minute surprise. Why not get out into the
village and enjoy the magical build up to Christmas. Everyone is
welcome.
The Redbourn Living Advent Calendar website shows the
location of the door for each day, and you can follow the
Facebook page for updates about what was behind each door.
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