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By attending the Seeking the Way course I was finally able to quieten that persistent voice 

in my head telling me I should look into working for the church.   

Before attending the course I was so full of doubt.  Did I have enough knowledge; were my 

abilities and skills good enough?  The course is designed to address each participants con-

cerns and questions, whatever they may be.  I didn’t find all of the answers I was looking for, 

indeed the course created new questions that I had never occurred to me! I did however 

leave with a much firmer idea of who I am in the context of the church.  This knowledge 

informed further discussions with my parish priest who continues to support my develop-

ment.  

One of the things that I most appreciated about the course was the pace of learning was 

determined by the participants.  All activities were based around our specific needs.  We 

were given time to process our learning as our understanding evolved and new questions 

formed.  We were given time to speak to people already serving God through ordination, 

Reader Ministry or through their jobs in the community.  These people generously shared 

their experiences honestly and patiently as we quizzed them on their roles and sense of 

purpose within the church. I remain forever grateful for the time they spent with us. 

I recommend Seeking the Way if you want to explore your next steps within the church.  

You do not need to arrive at the course ready to declare the path you are thinking of tak-

ing.  You just need to arrive ready to reflect on your journey so far.   

 

Indira Broschat 

Seeking the Way participant 2019 



If you are asking questions about what is God’s plan for your life and truly wanting to dis-

cern God’s will in your life, then Seeking the Way is something that can help you to explore 

what Lord may be calling you into. 

  

I was asking these questions myself, and in order to find the answers, I tried various things, 

like leading the worship, getting more involved in the church, and other mission works. 

None of the above gave me the inner comfort I was seeking and the question of what God 

what’s from my life remained unanswered.  

  

Then I was pointed to Seeking the Way by my vicar, it gave me the opportunity to engage 

with people who were also asking questions about God’s will in their lives. Through fellow-

ship, prayers, worship, sharing of food and focused activities the course encouraged us to 

identify our gifts and how we can use our gifts for the God’s Kingdom.  

  

I can say that Seeking the Way provided me a safe space to tell my story more openly both 

in large and in small groups and to hear what others had to say about their journey of faith.  

  

Some people come to the course knowing what they would like to explore i.e. lay ministry, 

ordained ministry or engaging with some mission work, and some come not too sure. I 

was in the latter group, I had a feeling the God might be calling me to ordained ministry 

but I wasn’t sure.  It was only when I heard an ordained priest, and some other guest 

speakers sharing their life stories I was drawn towards exploring the possibility of ordained 

ministry.  

I was then given the opportunity to have a chat with the DDO in private to ask more spe-

cific and practical questions, which I found extremely helpful.  

  

Seeking the Way was a turning point in my journey, it gave me clarity and focus to prayer-

fully discern God's will in my life. It answered a lot of questions I had and pointed me in 

the direction of testing my call for ordained ministry in Church of England. I very strongly 

felt that God is indeed calling me into ordained ministry as the next step in my journey. I 

strongly commend this course.  

 

Ash David, Current Ordinand 



 

 

 

I found the course extremely helpful. In the first session, Su Blanch the facilitator talked 

about having attending the course herself and taking a radical step to leave secure paid em-

ployment and start her own consultancy business. I remember thinking at the time, how 

reckless this was. How would I pay the bills and the mortgage? 

 

However many of the exercises we carried out over the course helped me to see, that the 

paid employment I had was making me desperately unhappy. Early on in the course we 

were asked to identify a question that we wanted answering through the course and mine 

was ‘What would my obituary say about me?’ This brought into stark reality, that I wanted 

to do something which was creative and reflective rather than the job I had. Later we were 

asked to identify key themes in the paid and unpaid work that we carried out, I was able to 

identify the tasks that I had carried out that I found most interesting and the roles I’d got 

most satisfaction from. Through fellowship with one particular member of the group, we 

talked about the impact on our family lives of being deeply unhappy and also of my rela-

tionship with God. 

 

I woke up on the morning of one of the Saturdays of the course knowing what I needed to 

do. I resigned from a well paid job on Monday and walked away from security, pension and 

a lot of unhappiness. One of the things that Su suggested was that when we look at new 

jobs, we look at tasks not job titles and I would never have found the job I am in now with-

out this advice. I’ve nearly been there a year and I love it. Too often I think we overlook 

transferable skills and we close the door on jobs which would suit us. 

 

The last task on the course was to write a postcard to ourselves. When I opened it in April 

2013, I had achieved so much of what I felt I wanted in November 2012. I haven’t closed 

the door on religious vocation but through finding paid employment which I enjoy I have 

much more time to do things at my local church and have taken on being Churchwarden 

again. What I gained from the course was not just about deciding whether to apply for paid 

or unpaid lay or ordained ministry but through exposure to a range of people both con-

tributors and participants and through prayer and meditation that God calls us to a range 

of vocations. 

 

Cathy Sanderson 



 

 

 

 

And finally, if you have a question, do please get in touch! 

 

Revd. Charles Burch 

Diocesan Vocations Officer 

& Vicar of Bovingdon 

01442 833298  dvo@stalbans.anglican.org 
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