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St Andrews Expectations

Our new priest will be part-time (0.5) – we are hoping for someone who is :

1

A strong spiritual leader, male or female, with vision and energy to carry the work
of Christ forward in this parish.

2

A person with understanding of a multicultural area, and ability to balance the needs of
parishioners with the demands of the area, and a willingness to explore and discover new
ways of being a church in this parish and within the Biscot Mill Group.

3

One with a sense of humour, who is an inspiring preacher and teacher.

4

One who can lead us in prayer and spiritual growth to become a more committed and
cohesive community.

5

One who is sensitive to the needs of the young and the old, of the housebound and those
in residential care.

6

To nurture and develop a prayerful Christian faith in all age groups.

7

To promote mission in a local community through outreach.

8

To ensure people receive support, pastoral care, and services.

9

To engage with local Primary schools to maintain strong links between church and schools
and involve children in church activity.

10

A visible presence in the community.

If you are this person, we long to meet you.

1

St Andrews church
The church of St Andrew is part of the Biscot Mill Group of Christian churches, with the Methodist and
Baptist Church joining to become The Olive Tree Church. Occasionally we get together for services
and have joined them in social events. Also in the past with the North Luton Group, we have
occasionally had ‘Pulpit Swaps’ and lunch time A.G.A.P.E. meetings. This is something we would
definitely like to rebuild and make a working relationship.
St Andrews is also fortunate to have the Archdeacon of Bedford living in the parish and not too far
away!
Sunday Worship
Sunday worship is now a sung Eucharist at 10am. This follows the
Common Worship lectionary readings. There is a rota for parishioners
to be involved with reading the lessons and intersessions during
Sunday Services (We are hoping to encourage some midweek services
to be reinstated with the appointment of the new vicar). The fourth
Sunday of each month has been a family service which did involve
children. However at the moment we have no children and we wish
to rebuild the Sunday School and hold activities with older children.

Garden of Rest
There is a Garden of Rest on the right side of the church with
the Peace Garden and the Vicarage to the back. On the left side is a
large lawned area for holding outdoor events. Next to this is the
Medical Centre with which we share car parking.

Our Congregation
We are a friendly and welcoming congregation which is diverse, with a mix of white British, Caribbean, and African heritage. Our age group is also varied but mainly elderly. We all care for each other
like one family. Currently our congregation is small after the pandemic but growing slowly. Numbers
now average between 25 to 30 each Sunday.

A sheet for readings and prayers is produced each week and is emailed to our parishioners. It is
posted to those without computers to help us keep in touch with them. In the past we also have
produced a monthly magazine. This was stopped during the pandemic but there is a plan to revive
this when the new incumbent is appointed!
However, we regularly hold a variety of social events and observations of Holy Days and these we
are slowly returning to after the covid pandemic.
Please see the photos included on the back cover.

2

St Andrews Stewardship
We endeavour to pay as much as we can of our Parish share, but over the last few years we have
fallen short especially during the pandemic which has made this more challenging! However, with
the help of returning social and sponsored events and greater use of the hall, we hope to improve
the situation.
The Hall
We are very fortunate to have a hall that can be hired out for other users.
At the moment, three other church groups use the church and hall for their services at the
weekend. During the week the hall is used by two Theatrical groups, Alzheimers group and a
Wellbeing activity group organised by the Medical centre next door. We also provide the hall
for the local self help group, supporting people with addiction problems.

The Vicarage
The Vicarage was built in 1957 on the right side of the church, but well set back off the road in a quiet
position. It has 4 bedrooms, a good garden area and storage. At the moment it is under renovation
by the Diocese.
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St Andrews Parish

The Parish Church of St Andrew was formed
out of the parish of Christ Church in the centre
of the town as the built up area of the town
expanded. The congregation of St Andrews
first met in an old WW I army hut, which
carried on being used until the current building
was completed in 1932.
This was designed by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott and
is a Grade II listed building. In 2009 the main
body of the church was divided to form a hall
at the rear of the building with the nave
forward. The dividing screen between the
church nave and hall can be opened to form
one hall. This can then be used to accommodate
events like concerts or large weddings or
funerals. There is a Lady chapel and two
vestries. In the chancel we have a pipe organ
(not used very often) but we also have a digital organ which is used every week. We have within the
hall area a kitchen, toilets and two meeting rooms.
St Andrew’s Parish is near the centre of Luton. The population has changed greatly over last 10 years
with many nationalities moving into the parish. This includes residents of Asian, Eastern European and
Caribbean heritage. The parish boundary has just been extended northward. The housing in the
parish is mixed with pockets of development from the 1900’s. There is an area of small houses which
are ideal for retired people and small families. Larger houses were built in the 1920’s and 1930’s on
the slopes running down to Wardown Park. There are further development opportunities on former
industrial sites which include Student accommodation for the University.
There are four schools in our parish covering all stages of education up to the age of sixteen. A sixth
form college is nearby and the University of Bedford is in the centre of Luton. This all gives a very
diverse population to a parish, which has Biscot Road as the central hub of the area. Along this road
are many shops and eating places as well as The Biscot Mill Public house and several Mosques.
In our parish are several residential homes, some of which have been visited by our Eucharistic
ministers. We would like to reinstate this practice and take communion regularly to these residents.
The Luton and Dunstable Hospital is just five miles away. The airport is within 20 minutes of anywhere
in Luton and there are very good road and rail links to London and The Midlands.
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The Town of Luton
Luton is a good example of a multicultural society with a variety of activities including a Marathon and
the biggest by far is the annual Carnival. The population of the borough numbers over 225,300 (2022)
and is still rising.
It is a working town with a rapidly growing London Luton Airport. There are good rail and road
connections between Luton and London and the airport has a shuttlebus service, with a new monorail
which will be opened shortly connecting to Luton Parkway station.
Despite the industrial history, and these commercial and infrastructure developments Luton is very
green, with many parks and open spaces and is surrounded by the Chiltern Hills. Wardown Park with
the Museum is within St Andrews parish. There are a number of leisure facilities within easy reach of
the town centre to suit most sporting tastes. There is a good cinema complex, Amateur theatre
groups and classical and other music is available. Several recreational centres are in easy reach at Lea
Manor, Marsh Farm, Lewsey Farm and Inspire Stopsley. Stockwood Park is a large area to the south of
the town with an Educational Discovery centre, a Golf course, horse riding, Athletics track and rugby.

The Community

The Parish boundary
has just been
extended
northward.
The population
within the parish
is diverse with
Christian {26%]
Asian {61%]
Muslim [57%]
and many other
faiths.
The community
has changed over
the last few years
with a medical
centre with a
pharmacy next
door and a new
school not far
away.

Parish Boundary
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Sunday School

Jumble Sale

Easter Bonnets

Anniversary celebrations

Craft Stall
AGAPE

Beetle Drive Evening
Burns Night

Luton Symphony Orchestra

Celebration Party

Mary our Organist

Bible Study Walkers

