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Totteridge is a very special place. We really do have the best of all worlds – a picturesque village atmosphere, green 
open spaces, a strong community spirit, superb schools and a range of sports and social clubs - all less than 30 
minutes from central London on the underground.

Right at the heart of this historic location is St Andrew’s 
Church, a landmark building which, together 
with its parish hall and grounds, provides a 
community space where people from the 
parish and beyond come to worship, 
celebrate, be entertained or, simply, 
find peace.

St Andrew’s is much valued, not only by 
its parishioners but also by many people  
in the local community, of different or no faith. 
This is evidenced by the extraordinary success of the 
recent ‘Heart of Totteridge’ appeal which raised some £600,000 from a wide range 
of donors, enabling us to renovate and modernise the hall, the car parking facilities, the 
church grounds and the church itself. The aim of this appeal was to help ensure that our 
church continues to thrive and to provide facilities that our entire local community can be proud of.

   A driving force behind the Heart of Totteridge appeal was our previous minister 
   and his wife. Circumstances have sadly meant that he has had to retire and so 
   this beautiful parish of Totteridge is seeking a new minister - to bring fresh 
   perspectives and ideas that will build on the growing influence this church is 
   again experiencing in our local Christian family and the wider community.

   

Introduction

          This profile will tell you a little 
            bit more about the parish, our 
                      congregation, the church 
           buildings and grounds, some of 
                    the activities we undertake to 
                   spread God’s word and strengthen 
                  our position in the community and a 
      little about the type of person we 
                think we need to lead and guide us 
               to meet our vision for the future.

              We cannot hope to include, in this 
  profile, everything that is good about 
            Totteridge, nor fully put into context 
           the challenges we face but, if your 
          interest is piqued, do take the next step. 
         Come and have a look around and create 
        your own picture of this enchanting place. 

      You won’t be disappointed and, if we get 
     the chance to meet, we will make you 
    very welcome. 
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           I love that this Church really is the “heart 
    of Totteridge” in that it is the neighbourhood 
   hub for donations for Barnet homeless charities 
  and recent special appeals for Ukraine.

    Jonathan Daniels - Parishioner

  

“ “
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DEVELOPING THE VISION

Is this you ?

Lord, call to this church a person of God, a
true shepherd and a minister of Christ that with
whoever you raise up for us, we may be united
in witness, working, caring, praising and loving.

Our aims.....

Disciples - that we make new disciples to
carry our faith’s message to the world

Diversity - that we actively appeal to and 
welcome as diverse a range of people

as may want to come to us
 

Family - that we build on and make relevant
our appeal to families, children and

young people

Mission Partners - that we re-kindle and
extend our support to local and

wider mission partners

Music - that we re-discover and promote the
music traditions so valued by this church

Participation - that we encourage more
people to take on roles within the church

Pastoral - that we continue to provide
pastoral care, comfort and

help to our community

WHAT WE OFFER 
Totteridge is a place where 
the minister at St Andrew’s is 
welcomed whole-heartedly. 
You will quickly become part 
of both the Church family 
and the wider local community. 

The church is blessed with a supportive 
congregation that is working hard during 
the vacancy to ensure the good work that 
has been done recently does not wither on 
the vine. You will inherit a well-nurtured 
parish, ripe for development .

We are keen to  work alongside the new 
incumbent and to explore together new 
ideas. You will receive unstinting support from 
a hard-working PCC, our Churchwardens, 
our dedicated Reader and lay members of 
our Church who support us keenly.

It is a privilege to live here in Totteridge 
and we want to share that with you.

Of course, we want our new Vicar to be a 
super-hero who is everything to everyone.

But we know that is probably unrealistic.
That you are a minister of faith,

spirituality and imagination is vital.
Also important to us is that you ....

We developed and agreed a five-year
Mission Statement & Action Plan in 2015

and are pleased to say that much of this was
achieved in the timescales set. It will be a

key focus of the St Andrew’s Church family,
once our vacancy is filled, to reassess what

our priorities might be in the next five years
to enable us to live up to our vision. 

.... have a sense of tradition but also a sense 
of adventure - able to sympathetically blend 
modern ideas with the more traditional ethos 

that St Andrew’s enjoys. 

.... have a natural warmth and are approachable.

.... are a good communicator and a good listener 
so our Christian message is broadcast more 
widely and our church is seen as relevant to 

the whole community.

.... are a team leader - able to delegate but also 
encourage collaborative thinking and work with 

ideas generated by all members of the team.

.... are keen to build on the excellent relationship 
we have with St Andrew’s School.

.... have a genuine interest in music and the 
motivation to help us re-energise 

this important element of St Andrew’s.

.... have empathy with a mature congregation and 
a heart for the young.

.... can motivate, invigorate and guide us. We are 
open and willing to learn and to be inspired. 



          St Andrew’s is 
         a wonderfully 
        tranquil place, in 
       such a peaceful 
      setting. It provides 
     a sanctuary, an 
    oasis, in the middle 
   of suburbia.

 Elizabeth Harris 
            - PCC member

  4

The parish of St. Andrew’s, Totteridge covers 
an area roughly 2.25 miles x 1.75 miles, consisting 
of estate and farmland fields - all protected by the 
Green Belt. The south-east quadrant of the parish 
is a predominantly residential area, mostly 
semi-detached surburban housing. 
Bisecting the parish, east to west, is the A5109 
(Totteridge Common, Totteridge Village and 
Totteridge Lane), along which can be found rather 
more substantial houses, giving the parish a 
seemingly wealthy character.  

The ParishPOPULATION
The population of Totteridge parish is in the region of 
6,000 with a good mixture of social groups and ages. 
Approximately 40% are of the Christian faith. A
significant number of residents have lived in Totteridge 
for much of their lives and represent many of the 
major professions and faiths - harmoniously bringing 
together a diversity of interests within a recognisable 
community life.

SPORTS & SOCIAL
Totteridge boasts its own tennis, cricket and golf 
clubs, a table tennis centre, stables and a wide 
variety of other groups including 
a Garden club, a literature 
society and a floral art society, 
all of which are well supported. 
The renowned Orange Tree Pub 
is right in the middle of the 
parish and there is an eclectic, 
ever-growing, choice of 
restaurants just a short walk 
away in nearby Whetstone.
 

  

   

TRANSPORT
Totteridge is well-served by transport links. It has its own London 
underground station (Northern Line) giving direct access to the 
West End and City of London and the 326 & 251 bus routes go 
through the centre of the parish running north-south and east-west.

ENVIRONMENT
Dollis Brook, a tributary of the River Brent, which is itself a tributary of 
the River Thames, runs the length of the eastern edge of the Parish. 
A beautiful walk has been created along the Brook. Totteridge Green, 
a 5-acre registered area of common land and 
a recognised Nature Conservation site, lies 
at the centre of the parish. The Green and 
the grass verges along the main road are 
owned and maintained by the influential 
Totteridge Manor Association. There is 
also a strong Residents’ Association. 
Both these bodies have close and 
friendly relationships with the church 
and, indeed, the incumbent has 
traditionally played a leading part 
in the Residents’ Association. 

The Orange Tree Pub

“

“
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EDUCATION
There are three schools in the Parish: 

St Andrew’s Church of England School 
is our happy, ambitious and inclusive primary school. The school community 
reflects the rich diversity of the families who live in the Totteridge area and 
has an enviable Ofsted record. The school values enormously their close 
relationship with St Andrew’s Church; it shares God’s love and the Christian 
values and principles which flow from it, the pupils regularly visit and lead 
worship there, and they love their weekly ‘Vicar Assembly’ in the school hall.
 
This strong link between the church and St Andrew‘s school is  a ‘golden 
ticket’ to attracting the multi-generational involvement of the WhatsApp 
generation who will be our congregation of the future and it is one we seek 
to develop further.

  

BUSINESS
Totteridge has no significant industry 
and just a few shops in the south east corner 
of the parish. There is, however, easy access to larger 
shopping centres in nearby Whetstone (which includes a 
Waitrose and an M&S supermarket), Barnet, Watford and 
Brent Cross. 
Whetstone also has a post office, a variety of independent 
shops, boutique clothing outlets, beauty and hair salons, car 
repair businesses, a hotel and, as previously mentioned, a wide 
variety of restaurants, cafés and coffee shops. There are a 
     number of doctors‘ practices and the nearest hospitals 
     are at Barnet and North Finchley.
     Totteridge is a much sought-after location in which to 
     live and a range of estate agencies also have 
     offices in the village.  

Whetstone High Street

In addition, there are two other schools - 
The Totteridge Academy, a mixed secondary, 
and Woodridge Primary School, a mixed junior 
school. The pupils from these establishments 
also occasionally visit St Andrew’s Church.
     
 

The behaviour 
of the pupils is a 
strength of St Andrew’s  
School; staff love to work in 
this School.

Ofsted - March 2022

“ “         I love the fact 
  that  you can live and work in a 
semi-rural setting yet be only 45 minutes 
away from Central London.
 

Tim Harris
- PCC member & Deanery Synod Rep.

“ “
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 THE BUILDINGS & GROUNDS

 St. Andrew's Church, a grade II listed 
 building, stands on an ancient circle site, 
 with a chapel known to have been located 
 here from 1250. The current building was 
 started in 1790, following the devastation 
 of a previous church in a storm. The 
 weathervane on the church dates from 
 1706. Subsequent major building works 
 took place in the mid and late 1800s. The 
 Lych gate dates from 1930 and the church 
 tower was rebuilt in1952.
 The church itself recently underwent a 
 major refurbishment, thanks to the ‘Heart 
 of Totteridge (HoT) Appeal’. It now 
 benefits from a complete internal 
 redecoration,  new pew cushions, a 
 rejuvenated heating system, an automatic 
 front door and special ‘effects’ lighting 
 both inside and out. We now also have a 

 high-spec audio visual system, the full 
 impact of which we have yet to experience 
 as it was installed immediately before 
 Covid struck and the opportunity to utilise 
 the equipment was limited to the live 
 streaming of services from the church. We 
 are looking forward to stretching the 
 capabilities of the system for future church 
 services, concerts and social events. The 
 Church tower was completely renovated 
 and essential works to the roof and 
 structure of the building were also 
 carried out.
 We want our church to be open to our 
 community in as many ways as possible. 
 We are fortunate that we are able to leave 
 the church open for many days in the year 
 for private worship or for peaceful 
 reflection. 

Our Church

                                                      I was baptised, confirmed and married at 
      the Church and attended St Andrew’s school, as did my 
               children. There is such a strong sense of family here, an emotional
               bond. We care for each other and for the life of the parish.

                 Heather Pepe - Parishioner and Social Committee member

St Andrew’s, Totteridge is a lively, flourishing church, with a reputation 
for being friendly and welcoming to Christians and non-Christians alike. 
There is a committed and harmonious congregation, drawn from both 
within and beyond the parish.
Central to the appeal of St Andrew’s is our style of worship - traditional, 
with a relaxed but structured approach. We are liturgical and adopt the 
wearing of vestments, the use of candles and celebration of the 
Eucharist but we also try to introduce new and inventive ideas 
where appropriate.

A yew tree in the churchyard is over 
2,000 years old (as estimated by Kew 
Gardens experts) and is said to be the 
oldest tree in London.
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CHURCH HALL
Almost adjacent to the Church itself is the 
Parish Hall. Built in 1963 and well-looked
after over the years, the hall has also 
benefitted from the HoT Appeal and has 
been remodelled, refurbished and now 
has 21st century technology. It is a 
substantial space in which parishioners 
meet for tea, coffee and a chat after 
church services and fundraising social 
events take place, such as celebratory 
functions, quizzes and talks. We have just 
started a regular Wednesday Coffee Club 
which has proved extremely popular and 
allowed us to welcome and get to know 
people from all parts of our community. 
The hall is also regularly let out to local
groups, including the Brownies / Guides, 
a children’s theatre group, a Pilates class 
and to private individuals for meetings,  
children’s parties etc.
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THE VICARAGE
The Diocese-owned Vicarage is just a 
short walk from the church across 
Totteridge Green. En-route one passes 
St Andrew’s School.
The house is a substantial, four-bedroom 
detached property with three reception 
rooms, an office, large front and rear 
gardens and parking space for 2 cars.  
Located in a quiet  residential street, it is 
ideal for meeting parishioners and 
conducting church business, whilst also
being a peaceful residence. The house
has also hosted an annual Lent Course. 

CHURCHYARD
The grounds that surround the Church, 
including lawns, the churchyard and a 
garden of remembrance, also saw some 
major improvements as a result of the 
HoT Appeal with the creation of a new 
car park, landscaping of the grounds 
and roadways, general and effects 
lighting of the paths and church building, 
renovation of the churchyard railings and 
replacement of damaged fencing.
The grounds are maintained by a paid 
regular gardener with assistance from 
occasional working parties 
of parishioners.
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   2022 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017

Baptisms      5    6    2    9    8    8   

Confirmations     1    -    -    6    -    -

Marriages     3    2    1    -    2    1

Funerals      3   17   11   11   11   12

St Andrew’s Totteridge 
is extremely keen on 

encouraging younger 
people to come along 
and, as well as family- 

oriented services, we have
a dedicated play area for

the very young at the back
of the church, an interactive 

prayer tree and, for both 
young and old, 'Messy Church' * 

meetings in the parish hall.

OUR SERVICES
As with all churches, our usual programme of services was severely disrupted 
during the pandemic. The resourcefulness of the Revd. Tim and other members 
of the congregation meant that, within one week of lockdown, we were 
streaming services from the Vicarage over the Zoom platform. This was very 
  much welcomed by all and attendances even went up. As we 
  came through the lockdown, live services resumed and, although 
  the live experience in church was initially restrained by the 
  continued need for social distancing and the wearing of face 
  masks, the number of parishioners attending has gradually 
  increased as national restrictions were relaxed. Our 10:30 am 
  Family Service on the 1st Sunday each month is still one of our 
  most popular and it was heartening to see new families joining 
  in regularly with both this and the 3rd Sunday All-Age 
  Eucharist * service.
  We have some 50 - 60 people now coming to the Sunday 
  10:00am Communion Service and we are still able to offer 
  streamed services (now via YouTube) for 
  those who still feel unable to return in 
  the current climate.

  * During the vacancy, these services 
  and activities have been temporarily 
  suspended. 
  

Our regular Sunday programme of services has traditionally been:-

  8.00 am - Holy Communion *  
  10.00 am - Parish Communion 

In addition we have ...

1st Sunday: 10.00 am - Shortened said Communion *  
  10.30 am - Family Service 

3rd Sunday: 5:00 pm - Choral Evensong 

Currently we do not have a mid-week Communion 
service.

In addition we have services to mark special 
occasions including, at  Christmas, a Christingle 
Service, Nine Lessons & Carols, Community 
Christmas Carols, a Crib Service and Midnight 
Mass. At Easter, we have Ash Wednesday, Maundy
Thursday and Good Friday Services and a Walk of 
Witness. Informal Worship *, organised one Sunday 
afternoon each month can attract some 30 visitors.

 

    This is a comfortable 
church. The services are 
traditional but not too 
high or too low.

Fiona Halstead
            - parishioner

“ “
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LEADERSHIP
St Andrew’s PCC usually meets four times per year with  
additional and satellite meetings as required. We have been 
blessed by the devoted work of our PCC, which currently 
numbers 15 people. Elected members serve three years. Our 
two Churchwardens are elected every year. Dixie Locke has 
been a long-standing holder of this role and continues to be a 
mainstay of St Andrew’s. Anthony Konadu-Boateng has equally 
been ever-present but is moving away later this year. Caroline  
Haines has been elected to serve in his stead. The structure of 
the current PCC is undergoing some development to create 
sub-committees to undertake specific elements of PCC work, 
thereby greatly reducing any burden on the incumbent.

Currently there is one Reader, Margaret Peart, who regularly leads 
worship, preaches and is involved in a variety of ways in the parish. 
Marion Archibald stepped down as a Reader a couple of years ago 
but continues on the PCC as Reader Emeritus, leads our Confidential 
Prayer Group and our small but committed Pastoral Visiting Team.
Alex Wishart and Tim Harris, along with Dixie Locke, are our current 
Deanery Representatives, elected every three years. 

We are fortunate that our Church work is supported by a brilliant 
part-time paid administrator. Sarah Newlyn has managed much of 
the office administration for a number of years and has taken on even 
more during our vacancy.   

OUTREACH
A weekly ‘eNews’, sent to some 230 people in 
our parish and beyond, is the main method of 
communicating with our community. The 
monthly Parish Magazine is also available as an 
on-line periodical or in printed format. 

Christmas cards containing a spiritual message 
and detailing planned services and events, are 
delivered to every house in the parish.

In a further effort to meet our wider community, 
the last incumbent hosted a ‘Priest in the Pub’ 
night at the local Orange Tree.
  

 

Lesley Handscomb 
           - Parishioner

Dixie
Locke

Anthony 
Konadu- Boateng

Caroline
Haines

Margaret 
Peart

Marion 
Archibald

Sarah 
Newlyn

A good attendance 

at the 2022 APCM

 

Alex
Wishart

Tim
Harris

      When I first came to 
this church, after the 
 death of my mother, I felt 
  so welcome. It was like 
   having a warm blanket 
    wrapped around my 
     shoulders. 

“
“
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OUR CONGREGATION
The Electoral Roll currently stands at 114 of 
which nearly half live outside the parish. 
Before Covid, we had a regular attendance of 
between 40 and 60 on Sundays with perhaps 
10 people attending the early Communion 

Service. A large proportion of our congregation 
has been coming to St Andrew’s for many 
years but we are beginning to see a new, 
younger, more diverse attendance - particularly 
families. Our congregation is extremely 
supportive of church events and some play a 
valuable part in various aspects of church life. 

FLOWER ARRANGERS
We are proud of the inventive, beautiful floral displays created by our 
flower-arranging team, both for regular Church services and special 
occasions. The flowers are sponsored each week by members of the 
congregation or other local people and it is customary at the main church 
festivals, weddings, baptisms etc. to decorate both inside the church and 
prominent locations outside. 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE
We have a wonderful and enthusiastic Social 
Committee which organises coffee mornings, 
quiz evenings, celebratory lunches to mark 
special occasions in local and national life, 
social evenings, community barbeques and 
many other events. These provide fellowship 
for church members – especially those who 
live alone – as well as an opportunity to offer 
hospitality and welcome to the 
wider community. 

SAFEGUARDING

CHOIR
St Andrew’s has a long choral history and music 
has always been an important part of our services 
and celebrations. We still maintain a choir but 
this has diminished in size, not least because we 
no longer have a permanent organist or Director 
of Music. 

Our choir still enhances most of our Sunday 
Communion services and the monthly Choral 
Evensong service, when it is augmented by 
visiting choristers. This music tradition is one we 
are keen to re-energise.

We have an appointed Safeguarding Officer, 
Elizabeth Harris, who oversees all the statutory 
obligations the Church has to meet in relation to 
children and vulnerable people. Anyone with regular 
access to children or those who visit vulnerable 
parishioners are cleared with the Disclosure and 
Barring Service and these 
certificates, along with the 
church’s child protection and 
health and safety policies, 
are reviewed regularly.  



11

Finances
YEAR 2021 Income

Donations 
& Legacies

Planned Giving

Open Plate

Gift Aid

LBB Churchyard
Fundraising / Misc.

Investment Income
Fees

Parish Hall / Magazine

Mobile Phone Mast

Expenditure

Parish Share

Clergy

Parish Office
Parish Hall

Churchyard

Repairs
Church Running
& Maintenance

St Andrew’s, Totteridge finds itself with mixed blessings as far as finances 
are concerned. The local community, both church goers and others, are 

extraordinarily generous when it comes to funding specific projects 
(the Heart of Totteridge Appeal being a prime example). Yet, as many 
churches are finding, regular income generation is one of our biggest 

headaches, despite a number of stewardship initiatives to 
encourage more generous, consistent giving. 

. 
We have been fortunate in that the parishioner income we have enjoyed 

has been maintained throughout the pandemic but we have not - and 
continue not to - receive enough to meet all our commitments.

 
We may occupy what appears to be a wealthy location but the vast majority 

of our congregation does not come from the wealthier side of the parish 
and, indeed, some 48% actually live in less affluent, nearby areas. It remains 

a major challenge for us to encourage regular support from all our          
congregation, especially newer members.                       

   

In 2021...

...we were blessed with a very generous, 
one-off donation which enabled us to undertake 

urgent, unforeseen repairs and to keep up our 
investments to provide future income.

Income from Parish Hall lettings and social events have 
started to recover with the easing of Covid restrictions 

and it is hoped that this trend will continue.

A mobile phone mast installation is a major 
source of guaranteed income.
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Our
Parish

Representatives

Richard Peart
Richard is currently Chairman of the PCC
as well as our Stewardship Treasurer and
churchyard record keeper. He has been a

member of the church choir for over 60
years and is a former Churchwarden.

   St. Andrew's Parish Church
        Totteridge Village
             London
                  N20 8PR

   Email admin@totteridgechurch.org.uk
   Tel 020 8446 1417

Dixie Locke
Dixie is one of our church wardens

and also heads up the Social Committee.
Before retiring she worked at the local church

school as deputy head and head teacher.


