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WelcomeWelcome
Welcome to St Francis’ Church,Luton. We hope that Welcome to St Francis’ Church,Luton. We hope that 
through this profile we are able to show you who through this profile we are able to show you who 
we are. If you feel our vision and journey is one you we are. If you feel our vision and journey is one you 
would like to join and that God is calling you we ask would like to join and that God is calling you we ask 
you would prayerfully consider us.you would prayerfully consider us.

Who we areWho we are
At St Francis’ Church we are centred on the life At St Francis’ Church we are centred on the life 
changing love of Jesus and we want to share it with changing love of Jesus and we want to share it with 
those within the parish and beyond. those within the parish and beyond. 

Our vision is to be “An all-age community, centred Our vision is to be “An all-age community, centred 
upon the life-changing love of Jesus and being salt upon the life-changing love of Jesus and being salt 
and light amongst our neighbours.”and light amongst our neighbours.”

We would describe ourselves as an evangelical We would describe ourselves as an evangelical 
church with charismatic aspects. We have church with charismatic aspects. We have 
approximately 100 members on the church electoral approximately 100 members on the church electoral 
roll and before lockdown saw on average 80 in our roll and before lockdown saw on average 80 in our 
congregation over the two Sunday services.congregation over the two Sunday services.

We are a church eager to see what God has planned We are a church eager to see what God has planned 
for us next and in what new directions we may for us next and in what new directions we may 
move.move.

  Is this you?
We believe that God is calling someone who…

   • Has the ability to inspire, motivate and  
      invigorate us.
   • Able to bring about change sensitively 
      and willing to challenge our preconceptions.
   • Able to mix and communicate with all 
      ages, bringing us together.
   • Knows how to help us grow as disciples    
      of Jesus, and learn how to minister and   
      lead for him.  
   • Has a love for the gospel and is willing 
      and able to inspire us.   
   • Is keen to help us reach out to the local 
      community and its needs.
   • Has a heart for enabling us to reach those 
      who don’t yet know Jesus, and to share our 
      faith with them. 
   • Is approachable, not too formal and  
      knows how to have fun.
   • Is open to engaging with the wide range 
      of churches across Luton and in building 
      a more cohesive, diverse society.                                      

                        

                       Our Parish Representatives

                Jacky Wilson                 Graham Hosker



In return, we offer…

       • Our congregation’s love and support.
       • A committed leadership team with a desire to build St Francis’ as a   
          beacon in the surrounding community.
       • Established links within the community.
       • A vision to reach out.
       • A modern Church building with recently improved AV system.
       • A spacious four bedroom vicarage, with a study room that links 
          to the church office.
       • The opportunity to be a part of an exciting multi-faith neighbourhood.

Challenges
                  We would like to find ways                           

                       to encourage more young 
                          families in to church to           There is

                           strengthen and energise           a need for        
                           our Sunday Club.                   more volunteers.

                         With the personal, social and economic
                 effects of the pandemic likely to last for a

    signifcant time ahead, we will need to find ways to support   
     those affected in our own congregation 
             and the wider community.                 Often, the relationships                   
                                                               with the wider community rely                  
                                                                   on just a few individuals.  

                     

                     Sometimes our 11am Service lacks
                     freedom in expression and fluidity.

                             

                        To find ways of encouraging our
                     baptism families to be actively 

                   engaging in church life.

Strengths

A strong sense of                                 The 
community within the                    willingness to                                    

church.                                                  express church in                       
                                                              new and creative ways

A keenness to welcome                                 such as Church@4  
 new members in to church.                and All-Age Zoom Church.          

 
Well run financial and buildings control teams                   
with clear, forward-looking planning.                          A committed              
                                                                                 team of wardens,  
  A good relationship with the wider.               PTO’s, Readers,   

 community, including schools.                   music group and                         
                                                                              a  pianist  

Several improvements to the church and 
contents to make it more user-friendly 

for both congregation and 
others.

Opportunities

Whilst the lockdowns
have had a huge impact on         Proposed new

people, it is also a great                      developments 
opportunity to pass on the                      in Cockernhoe

 hope of Christ.                                                with potential                                                                                        
                             A large pool of contacts             to develop 
                            and goodwill in the parish.           St Hugh’s.

To embrace and celebrate to a                  Well established
 greater extent the multi-cultural         groups have the  

 society in Luton.                         opportunity to grow
                                                                    grow and

The willingness to try new                flourish
ways of worshipping such        

   as Wednesday Prayers.   



The parish is on the eastern side of Luton, with the majority sited within the Wigmore Ward of the Luton 
Borough Council, but with an overlap into the Crawley Ward. It extends East across the county border to 
include the Hertfordshire villages of Cockernhoe, Mangrove Green and Tea Green. As such, there is no clear 
figure for the population of the parish as a whole, but it is currently around 17,000. Much of the housing 
was built in the last sixty years, although some of the post-war prefabricated houses still exist.  Although 
there has been limited ‘new-build’ houses in the last few years, before the pandemic there were plans to 
build around 1200 houses and a senior school on the land surrounding the villages to the Luton border. We 
hope that this will provide great opportunities to reach out to new people.

Ramridge Baptist 
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Someries Schools

   Ashcroft School
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Cockernhoe School
St Hugh’s Church Brick Kiln Wood
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The Parish of St Francis’



Whilst many people living in the parish work locally, there are also a good proportion that commute to 
work, mainly to London. It is these commuters that tend not to be actively interested in local life and being 
involved with the church. There is also a growing percentage of retired people.

Local Businesses

There is one ‘superstore’ run by Asda and two groups of 
smaller shops within the parish. There are strong and well 
established transport links to several national routes, with more 
connections being built. Within the parish, Luton Airport is 
owned by Luton Borough Council but run by an operating 
company owned by Spanish cmpany AEN, and is 
the major employer both directly, and indirectly 
in the town. Another major employer, Vauxhall 
Motors has a plant just outside the parish, with 
their UK Headquarters very close by. Easyjet is 
also based in the parish, and was in the process 
of planning to build a new UK Headquarters on 
one of the old Vauxhall employees’ car parks. 
There is the potential here to build a working 
relationship for community- based projects with 
the church.  TUI have their regional offices in 
Wigmore Place. Many smaller local businesses 
that support both the airport and car industries 
have been seriously affected by the economic 
fallout of the pandemic, with the Borough Council 
already having experienced heavy financial losses 
in income from the airport. 

Schools

There are six  infant/junior schools 
(based in the Wigmore, Someries 
and Ramridge estates), a high school 
(Ashcroft), a special education school 
(Richmond Hill East), and the village 
school in the village of Cockernhoe, 
an Endowed CoE Primary school with 
very strong ties to the church. Not 
only is the Incumbent an ex-officio 
school governor,but the PCC also 
recommends one governor, and the 
school uses St Francis’ Church for 
assemblies throughout the term.



Churches

Within the parish there are two other churches. On the 
Wigmore estate, there is Wigmore URC Church, and on 
the Ramridge estate, there is Ramridge Baptist Church.  
Both of these churches have joined together with 
St Francis’ for specific services, and together with all the 
other local churches have a Good Friday Walk of Witness, 
culminating in a service in the last church on the route, 
which changes each year. The leader of each church 
providing a short reflection along the way.

“Luton is a fantastic place to live and 
minister in. I moved here in 2019 and instantly felt at 

home. I continue to be amazed by all the Lord is doing here! It is 
diverse, vibrant and has so much going for it. Over lockdown, I’ve seen the 

different ways communities have come together to support one another and the 
church has been at the centre of this.”

           
Tim Madeley, Assistant Area Dean and Vicar of Christchurch, Bushmead



The Church Buildings Within the Parish.

The Church

The Church of St Francis’ was consecrated sixty years ago, as a 
church plant from St Mary’s Parish Church in the centre of town. It 
has many characteristics of buildings of that period. The main 
feature of the church from the outside is the high, steep roof. 
Inside, it is the modernistic mural behind the altar which attracts 
the attention.                 

The Hall

In the early 1980’s the Church Hall was extensively expanded and 
the front door of the church was also re-aligned. The church and 
hall are connected by large sliding doors. There is a large communal 
area, plus a meeting room with a room divider and another room 
off the stage area. We have several hirers who make good use of the 
buildings, as well as the Borough  Council that uses it as a Polling 
Station, all of which provides a useful source of income.                                                                                                   

The Vicarage

Attached to the church, through the office, is the 
vicarage. This is a spacious four bedroomed house, 
with a comfortable sized lounge and a separate 
dining room. There is also a study situated between 
the main house and the office. It has a small grassed 
area in the front, with parking for up to four cars, and 
a single garage. To the rear, there is a large, mature 
garden separated by a fence from the back garden 
of the church. 



St Hugh’s Church

Overlooking Cockernhoe, from the 
top of the hill is the church of 
St Hugh’s. This Iron Church, also 
described as a TinTabernacle, was 
built in the village and dedicated to 
St Hugh by the Dean of St Albans in 
the September of 1904. It is one of 
only a very few nationally still in use 
today. Later, in 1922, the adjacent 
burial ground was consecrated. This 
open graveyard is under the control 
of St Francis’ Church.

In more recent years, the church has been used for some 
school services, until the school began coming to 
St Francis’. Other services are limited to just Easter Day, 
Remembrance Day, and Christmas.

In anticipation of the proposed housing 
development between Luton and 
Cockernhoe,  the church architect 
has drawn up plans to refurbish and 
improve the building, making it more 
functional for the community.

In 2019, as part of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
programme, a plaque was erected on the gatepost to commemorate 
the single war grave within the graveyard, which is that of Private 
Derrick O’Flaherty. 

There is also a property in the parish which is owned by the PCC for the housing of a curate. When there is 
no curate attached to the church, the PCC rents it out. 

There have been several times through the history of St Francis church  that it has been a training parish. 
Our most recent Curate is leaving us in December 2020, and we look forward to being able to continue 
this tradition in future years.



Estate Management
The PCC has two groups that maintain the 
buildings of the parish estate, and regularly 
report on the progress of work. The Maintenance 
Action Committee meet in line with the PCC 
meeting schedule, and reports back in all PCC 
meetings. The Building Works Group only meets 
for specific projects, and will report back to PCC 
on the progress when necessary. Both have 
members of the PCC involved, but they also 
include members of the congregation with a 
particular strength or talent as appropriate.

Maintenance Action Committee

There are two principal purposes of the MAC 
team. Firstly, to oversee the work highlighted 
by the Quinquennial Report in a considered and 
timely manner. Secondly, in dealing with any 
maintenance issues which will inevitably arise 
from the upkeep of the various buildings.

Building Works Group

There have been several major projects, where 
tendering is required; the Building Works 
Committee oversees this process. They liaise with 
the architect and any contractors, and pave the 
way with DAC applications. Once this process 
has been completed, they report back to PCC 
with recommendations which helps to speeds up 
the deliberations.

“When embarking upon this 
inspection I was impressed with the number of 

priority works identified on the last inspection report 
that had been attended to and the PCC and others are to be 

commended upon their hard work on keeping this large 
complex in good order.” 

Mike Dales, architect.
Taken from the Quinquennial Report,

February, 2020



The Team.                                   
There are three Readers licensed to the Diocese, 
who regularly lead services, and preach. 

        

We are also blessed to have the 
support of two additional clergy 
with Permission To Officiate

Phil is part of our lay ministry team with particular 
focus on all-age worship.

There have been several times through the 
history of St Francis church  that it has been a 
training parish. Our most recent Curate left us in 
December 2020, and we look forward to being able 
to continue this tradition in future years.

Our Wardens along with our part time Administrator 
are very active in overseeing church matters. As the 
first lockdown was put in place, a Task Force was 
formed in place of the monthly Wardens’ Meetings 
(which was attended by the vicar, curate and two 
wardens), with the addition of the Administrator, 
Treasurer and PCC Secretary. This has continued to 
meet twice weekly to oversee the running of the 
church.

Lay members of the church lead house groups, youth 
group and the music group. 

                                                                                                           Graham Hosker                          Blyth Latimer
                                               

  Becca Potter

    Allan Kinninmonth

Rev. Tony Sellers

Rev. Joy Daniel

Barbara McIntosh

Phil Line

Rod Mason



11am Service

This is a less formal service with songs normally led 
by the music group. Here, the average number 
attending will be around 45. There is a regular 
monthly pattern moving between one All-Age 
Service (utilising tables for crafts), and one 
communion service, (two where there are five 
Sundays in a month). For children, the Sunday Club 
has groups that match Key Stages One and Two, and 
a teenager group, with a dedicated team of leaders 
and helpers. 

Our Services

9:15 am Service

This follows Common Worship Order One with 
hymns and some songs which may be accompanied 
by keyboard or a backing track.
 
Although quite low church, robes are worn. There 
is on average around 40 in the congregation which 
tend to be of the older generation, although we do 
have some children attending. There is a strong, 
faithful and committed core congregation that 
attends.

 

In both of the services, members of the congregations are actively involved with readings 
and intercessionary prayers.

In the time between the two services, both congregations meet together 
to share in refreshments, building relationships and cohesion.

Across the course of the year, someone from 
each of the Mission Partners is invited to talk at 
both services to give updates, and prayer requests.

At certain times in the year, the services may be 
combined into a single 10am service.

Church @ 4
This is a recent addition to our programme. It is a relaxed service which 
has been launched on a Sunday evening, and is based in Cockernhoe 
School. The aim here is to reach 
out to those for whom a more 
traditional service does not suit. It 
has only run since October 2019 
so is in the very early stages. 
Initially, it was working on a 
monthly schedule, until the first
lockdown brought this to an 
abrupt halt.



Other Services

In the last year there have been a wedding, three 
funerals and eight baptisms. Also, nine people were 
confirmed, a mixture of teenagers and adults. Eleven 
funerals were officiated by St Francis’ staff members 
at the Vale Cemetery and Crematorium, which is 
around a couple of miles from the church.

The Font in church

                        The offices of the The Vale.

The Memorial Service.

This annual service for ‘those we love but no longer 
see’ is usually held a week before Remembrance 
Sunday and is attended by the families for whom 
we have conducted funerals in the previous year, 
as well as members of the congregation. Some of 
these families continue to return for years after 
their bereavement, and find this an engaging and  
poignant service. The church is often quite full, and 
prior to the pandemic, many will stay for the 
refreshments. 

Despite the prevailing circumstances, the 
most recent was still a very moving  
experience for all that could attend, as 
this comment demonstrates.

“I felt so warm and at home. 
I’m not a church-going person but 

attend that service every year. 
Thank you all for making us 

welcome”

The entrance to the Vale Chapel.

Further details and statistics can be found on diocesan website, using this link:

https://app.klipfolio.com/published/53e3f368c5c3253491ea631de5a59086/diocese-of-st-albans---parish-
mission-statistics

Once there, use the drop down list to find ‘Luton St Francis’



Church and Community Groups
Before we entered the lockdowns there were many 
groups run by St Francis’, some of these have 
managed to adapt and continue, others have had to 
wait until measures are lifted.

House Groups

St Francis’ Church has 5 House Groups at present. 
Each has half a dozen or so members. All the groups 
meet on a Thursday evening on a fortnightly basis at 
present. Most of the leaders choose their own 
material to teach. The House Groups are 
encouraged to join in with events such as evening 
Bible Readings and Prayer Evenings in church.

Youth Group

In addition to the House Groups, a Youth Group 
meets every Sunday evening for Bible Study and fun 
events. This includes watching movies and sharing 
food. There are about 12 young people who are 
attending regularly.

Stay and Play (for preschool age children 
and carers/parents). 

Meeting on a Monday afternoon, this is another 
important outreach project to give parents and 
carers an opportunity for meeting and sharing their 
experiences whilst the children had the opportunity 
to play together.

HOPE Group

The HOPE Group meets on alternate Wednesday 
afternoons in the Meeting Room. The title stands for 
Helping Older People Engage (with Jesus and life in 
all it’s fullness). Activities fall under four headings; 
Faith, Fellowship, Food and Fun. This is held for the 
more mature in age (although not exclusively) and 
open to all older people in the area. It is part of the 
Anna Chaplaincy network run by the Bible Reading 
Fellowship. An average attendance would number 
around 16. During the pandemic, the group would 
meet weekly and enjoy a bible quiz to entertain as 
well as educate.

Ladies’ Club

Another group that meets on alternate Wednesday 
afternoons is the Ladies’ Club, which is made up of 
both church and non- church members. They have 
recently been affiliated with the church. They enjoy 
socialising together, which includes inviting guest
speakers along to their meetings and having 
occasional outings. The group numbers just over 40, 
with an average attendance of around 20. This has 
been one of the key outreach groups.
 
Brownies

This group has been running at St Francis for over 
50 years. It can take up to 24 girls, and they current-
ly have 18. They come from several local schools. 
There are 3 adult leaders and one young leader.



Hall Hirers

TaeKwon-do 

There are two TaeKwon-do Groups that meet in the 
hall. One meets on a Tuesday evening, and the other 
on a Saturday afternoon. They are a Martial Arts & 
Fitness club which was established in 1992 offering 
self-defence lessons to the local community. 

The Line Dance Group

This group meets on a Thursday evening and is an 
improver/intermediate dance class.

PHAB

A national body, the acronym stands for ‘Physical 
Handicapped and Able Bodied.’ This group meets on 
a Wednesday evening during school term time. It 
caters for teenagers and young adults with or with-
out disabilities. Due to the lockdowns, this group 
has not been meeting.

Next Generation Youth Theatre (NGYT) 

The group meets in the hall on  both Monday and 
Thursday evenings. It provides high quality, 
accessible and inclusive theatre, dance and arts 
opportunities to the young people of Luton, and 
covers all ranges and abilities.

The Youth Drop-In Group

This is an after school drop-in club/café that meets 
on a Monday afternoon. It is principally for 
Ashcroft students, but does attract other pupils 
from surrounding schools.  The aim is to encourage 
young people to enhance their life skills such as 
cooking.  They can then take these skills and 
knowledge home. It also gives them both the 
opportunity to catch up with and off-load to each 
other, and chat to youth workers supplied by Luton 
Borough Council. Since the lockdowns, this group 
has not been meeting.

African Apostolic Church

Until the first lockdown, this group had been 
meeting weekly, on a Saturday morning to worship 
and pray.

((Bounce))

This is the latest addition to the hall hirers, and 
currently meets here on a Wednesday evening and 
Saturday morning. It offers fitness exercises using 
mini trampolines.



Outreach and Evangelism - Mission Partners
Supporting local and worldwide mission is important to us. These are currently our Mission Partners, in line 
with our Mission Action Plan.

Hands of Mercy

A Luton based organisation which is helping Filipino 
families in both Mandaluyong City and Baguio City 
in particular.

International:
Both of the following organisations are supported due to very close ties with St Francis’, in that previous 
members of the congregation have joined the organisations to help make a difference.

Wycliffe Bible Translators

The British arm of this worldwide organisation is 
focused on providing translations for the first time in 
local dialects across Africa, so that everyone, like 
these pastors can understand the bible.

National:

CPAS

An organisation that is very much based on mission 
and church growth, it also provides patronage to 
St Francis’.

Youthscape

This Christian Luton wide charity works with the 
youth of the town as well as supporting local 
churches in their work. St Francis’ has always had a 
close relationship with the charity.

Festival-time donations are also made to..
The Salvation Army Christmas Toy 
Appeal
The Children’s Society
Nansambo Village School
Tear Fund
Love in a Box.

Parish Chaplaincies

London Luton Airport have their own chaplaincy, 
which is available to airport employees as well as 
any passengers using the airport. They have the 
facilities to offer emotional support, as well as 
places in which to pray. As the local parish church, 
there is a clear expectation that we would support 
the Emergency Response Team in the event of an 
emergency. We regularly pray for those who work in 
the chaplaincy, as well as those who use its facilities 
and the people who pass through the airport.

We also support the chaplaincy at Asda. This is part 
of the Luton Community Chaplaincy (LCC) which has 
been based in Luton town centre, since 2008. It was 
formed to provide spiritual and pastoral support for 
the all the people who work in or visit the town. 

There is also a permanent donation box for the 
Luton Foodbank.



Outreach and Evangelism: Regular Activities

The Social Committee

The Social Committee is responsible 
for arranging several events  over  the  
course  of  a ‘normal’ year, driven by the 
MAP and Mission Team.  These include 
Barn Dances, Quiz Nights, Barbecues, 
Church Fete, and a highly successful Fun 
Day held on the Saturday of May Day Bank 
Holiday, when the red doors were slid right 
back and both church and hall were utilised 
which allowed for large scale Scalextric set 
ups and an impressive model 
railway.

The Community Café

This has been well established now for 
several years, and opens on the first 
Saturday of every month, running from 
10–11am. During the summer months, 
this would be outside the front doors of 
church, but comes inside for the cooler 
months. It is an opportunity for casual 
conversation with all in the community 
who enjoy a free drink and cake. 

Sometimes to stimulate conversation 
                                                        Table Talk cards are used.

Litter Picking

At the same time as the Community Café is running, volunteers have been walking the streets in the estate 
around the church with litter-pickers and bags to tidy the area. It is also a chance for casual conversations.



Open the Book

This is a relatively new venture for this church. 
St Francis’ have brought together a group of 
enthusiastic volunteers to join other churches in the 
Luton area in taking the Bible Society venture into 
local schools. Currently, for St Francis’, this is 
Someries Junior School. This uses a mixture of 
interactive drama and reading to put across the 
stories from the Bible in school assemblies to very 
good effect. 

Christmas

This is always a busy time for everyone. There is 
carol singing in a local pub, and at the airport, as 
well as a Christmas Tree Festival in the church. A 
Christmas Lunch for the whole church sets the 
scene for the Carol, Crib, Toy, Christingle and 
Nativity Services, with  Midnight Communion on 
Christmas Eve, and the final All-Age Service on 
Christmas Day.



St Francis’ in Lockdown
As mentioned earlier, at the start of the first 
lockdown, the Task Force developed from, and 
expanded on, the monthly Wardens’ Meetings by 
meeting twice weekly. It focussed on such things as 
developing a bi-weekly online 
Newsletter, and looking at how 
we could minister to those of our 
congregation who did not have 
technology such as a laptop, 
tablet or smartphone. Services 
moved to online through the 
church’s YouTube account, the 
Community Café was
transformed into the Zoom 
Coffee Morning but now 
meeting every Saturday. 
Fortnightly Quiz Evenings 
were quickly established 
and became popular.

As restrictions were lifted in the summer, first of all the church was allowed to 
open for Private Prayer, as long as Covid regulations were followed. A one-way 
system was introduced, and the comfortable cloth seats were changed to plastic 
chairs which could easily be cleaned, and a floor plan devised that allowed for 
social distancing. Very soon, the hall was opened in order for the Prayer Ministry 
Team be on hand for those who required their ministry. 

When services were allowed to start, the number of chairs 
were increased, and a booking system introduced for a 
service at 9:30am, which is live-streamed. To avoid the use 
of any orders of service, everything was viewed on screen
through the AV system, which also allowed any leader who 
may be shielding to attend by video.

A special card with a muffin cake was hand
delivered on VE Bank Holiday Friday to those 
in the congregation who were old enough to 
remember the original VE Day Celebration.

At Easter, all of the congregation 
received a card in the post to let them know that we were thinking of 
them and  praying for them. Live Zoom services were also pioneered 
for Acension Day and All-Age Services.



Finally... Finances

Many of our members give very generously 
through planned giving, the majority is received 
by standing order and the Parish Giving Scheme. 
This has enabled us to pay our parish share to 
the Diocese in full, to reimburse clergy working 
expenses and to donate 10% of our income to 
our mission partners and various charities. The 
regular and occasional rents we receive for 
letting the church hall cover the running costs. 
We have spent money from our capital account 

It is PCC policy to try to maintain a balance of £50K 
in unrestricted funds, which equates to around 
three months unrestricted payments in order to 
fund any emergency situations which may arise 
from time to time.  It is also PCC policy to invest our 
funds with the Church of England Central Board of 
Finance Deposit Fund and Investment Fund.0
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      Is this door opening for you?      Is this door opening for you?

from 2017 on various projects: a new level entrance access, AV system, windows, font balustrade and new 
radiators in the upper gallery.
 
The PCC owns the Curate’s house, 15 Lancing Road, which is in a good state of repair. 


