
 

 
St Mary’s is an Open Church – Open to God, Open to You 

 

 

Benefice of St Mary, Marshalswick 
Deanery, Archdeaconry and Diocese of St Albans 

 

PARISH PROFILE  

 

is to be an Open Church — Open to God, Open to You 

 

 

• To reinvigorate the spiritual and pastoral life of St Mary’s by encouraging parishioners 
to develop and grow in their personal relationship with God 

• To become more confident about looking outward and spreading the Good News in 

our community and developing more links with our schools 

• To further develop our strength as a welcoming church 

• To further develop the contribution of the laity to leading worship and outreach 
ministries. 

• To reconnect with the young and the under 50s while continuing to value the whole 
congregation 

• To improve communications so that, both within and without St Mary’s, all feel 
involved and valued 

• To develop the growing relationship with St Saviour's in mission and ministry 

OUR VISION 
 

OUR PRIORITIES 
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St Mary’s is an Open Church – Open to God, Open to You 

 

 
• is spiritual, compassionate, prayerful, visionary and sociable 

• has experience of or ideas about how to develop initiatives which will lead to numerical 
and spiritual growth in St Mary’s 

• is able to preach with sensitivity and understanding, communicating the Gospel in an 
inclusive and engaging style 

• is committed to a range of different styles and types of services, both clergy and lay led 

• is community-minded and prepared to root their life and ministry in our neighbourhood 

• is an empathetic leader who will listen to the ideas and views of the congregation and 
is happy to work collegiately, collaboratively and ecumenically and develop the growing 
relationship with St Saviour's in mission and ministry 

•  able to reach out to children, young people and families and our schools    

 

• care and concern for you  

• a loving, compassionate church family 

• a willingness to work and grow together 

• spiritual and practical support for your ministry 

• a genuine desire to consider and embrace new ideas 

• a well-maintained building and grounds which are open during the day 

• a lovely wider community with great potential for furthering God’s work 

 

TO HELP US MEET OUR PRIORITIES 
 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR SOMEONE WHO  …   

IN RETURN WE WILL OFFER … 
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St Mary’s is an Open Church – Open to God, Open to You 

 

 
What we do well 
 

• We are a loving, welcoming and prayerful church family 

• We believe there is talent and imagination which needs encouragement and nurture 

• We value every member of the congregation 

• We are keen and enthusiastic to grow spiritually in prayer and faith 

• We are blessed with an excellent community location 

 
Areas to develop 
 

• We recognise that our numbers are falling and we do not have enough children and 
younger people but we are really enthusiastic to change this 

• We have a limited range of services but have had great success with the recently-
introduced Morning Prayer and the mid-week lay-led evening services held over ZOOM  

• We have many skills and talents waiting to be put to best use 

 

 

STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES 
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St Mary’s is an Open Church – Open to God, Open to You 

 

Diocese, Archdeaconry and Deanery of ST ALBANS 

PROFILE FOR THE BENEFICE OF ST MARY, MARSHALSWICK 

Patron: The Bishop of St Albans 

 
Population: 8,500      Electoral Roll:  114  

 
1 Sherwood Avenue 

ST ALBANS 
AL4 9QA 

 
 Telephone  01727 851544 
 E-mail  stmarymars@gmail.com 

 Website www.marshalswick.org.uk 
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St Mary’s is an Open Church – Open to God, Open to You 

 

 
 

 
 
 

The benefice consists of one parish and is situated on the north-eastern side of the historic 
cathedral city of St Albans, twenty miles north of London, and with excellent road, rail (only 20 
minutes to St Pancras International) and air links. There is a popular twice weekly market, 
specialist markets, museums, a wide range of shops and cultural activities including theatres and 
an arthouse cinema. 
 
The church was founded by Marshalswick residents during WWII, having grown from a small 
worship group in a local house to the present building, founded in 1955 via a converted chicken 
hut. It became an independent parish church in December 1972, having previously 
been a daughter church of St Leonard’s as was our neighbouring parish, St Saviour’s. 
 
Within the parish there are several outstanding local primary and secondary schools. 
 
The Parish, close to pleasant countryside, including the award-winning Heartwood Forest and 
Jersey Farm Woodland Park, covers much of two large housing developments, Marshalswick and 
Jersey Farm. It borders four parishes; St Paul’s and St Saviour’s in the city and St Leonard’s, 
Sandridge and St Mark’s, Colney Heath. 

1 LOCATION and HISTORY 
 

Schematic map - St Albans area 

St Mary’s Parish Boundary 

 

St Mary’s Church 

The dotted line shows the extent 

of the built up areas of the City of 

St Albans and the village of 

Sandridge. 
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St Mary’s is an Open Church – Open to God, Open to You 

 

St Mary’s Church faces The Quadrant shopping area so is in a prime position for interaction 
between church and community.  Marshalswick is considered one of St Albans’ most popular 
residential areas. Both Marshalswick and Jersey Farm have shops, Marshalswick having the 
larger shopping area. There are local doctors, dentists and vets. Marshalswick also has a library 
and a petrol station. There are a few small recreational areas and a tennis club. Residents have 
good access to the amenities of the City of St Albans to which there are regular bus services.  
 

 

 
 
Much of the parish is in the civil parish of Sandridge, which in turn is part of the City and District 
Council of St Albans. There are Community Centres in Marshalswick and Jersey Farm. Sandridge 
civil parish council is based at the Marshalswick Community Centre and in recent years has been 
supportive of St Mary’s. 
 
Most housing in the area is privately owned and there is some social housing. Marshalswick is a 
large estate of 2,500 mainly semi-detached pre- and post- WWII homes. Jersey Farm, part of 
which is in St Leonard’s parish, is a newer estate of some 1,500 dwellings. Both have a mix of 
housing from one-bedroom flats to 4/5 bedroom detached houses. There is some warden-
assisted accommodation for the elderly.   
 

 
There are five excellent state schools in the parish; two Primary (one Roman Catholic), one 
Infant, one Junior and one Secondary. St Mary’s would like to strengthen our links with the 
schools. Secondary School students serve at table for the weekly Luncheon Club and recently a 
pen pal scheme has been developed between elderly members of our congregation and a local 
school.  In the recent past, the Vicar has taken school assemblies and been a governor of one 
school. 
 
St John Fisher Roman Catholic Primary School  www.sjfisher.herts.sch.uk 

Sandringham School   (Secondary)    www.sandringham.herts.sch.uk 

Skyswood Primary School and Nursery   www.skyswood.herts.sch.uk 

Wheatfields Infants' and Nursery School   www.wheatfieldsinfants.herts.sch.uk 

Wheatfields Junior School     www.wheatfieldsjm.herts.sch.uk 
 
 

2 EDUCATION 

Some Jersey Farm Shops
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On Saturday mornings the Church runs a Coffee Shop which has 
established a loyal clientele, a mix of church members and 
general public. 
 
 
 

 
During term-time St Mary’s runs a weekly Luncheon Club for the 
Elderly. At present this group is led by members of the 
congregation, assisted by others from the locality including 
students from a local secondary school. 
 
 

 
 
During the summer, St Mary’s runs 
a four-day “Holiday at Home” Club 
for the elderly which includes talks, 
activities, meals and an outing.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The church hall is used by several 
clubs and community activities and 
for private bookings. Guides, 
Brownies and Rainbows also meet in 
the church hall. Some of these have 
links with St Mary’s.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
St Mary’s has traditionally taken an active role in community life 
and would like to see this develop further.  
 
 
 

3 ST MARY’S SERVING THE WIDER COMMUNITY   
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St Mary’s is an Open Church – Open to God, Open to You 

 

 
Liturgical Tradition 
   
The churchmanship is central with vestments and 
Reserved Sacrament.  

 

We value a gentle informality in worship, in both our 
sacramental and developing lay-led services. 

 

 

 

 

Communion for children from the age of seven or eight is an 
established and valued part of our church life.    

 

 

 

 

 

Musical Tradition 

St Mary’s congregation enjoys singing and 
has an organist who is helping to widen 
the musical tradition, which currently 
includes New English Hymnal, New Hymns 
& Worship Songs and Songs of Fellowship 
as well as Taizé chants and Iona 
Community material. A keyboard is used 
occasionally instead of, or as well as, the 
organ along with other instruments.  

We would welcome ideas to broaden our musical offering. 

 

 

General 

There has been a great deal of lay participation in the services in the past but this has declined 
over recent years. We are keen to re-establish this tradition. 

Church members welcome, read, lead intercessions and serve as Eucharistic ministers and 
acolytes.  

The congregation is mainly aged fifty to mid-eighties. We have very few young families and no 
young individuals coming independently of established church families. The 9.30 am Sunday 
attendance averages 50 adults and three children and is in decline.  

This is causing us great concern but we have lots of enthusiasm to support ideas that could 
reverse this trend. 

4 WORSHIP     
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St Mary’s is an Open Church – Open to God, Open to You 

 

REGULAR SERVICES        
 2019 attendance 
Sunday morning 

8.00 am Holy Communion (said)    5   
    

9.30 am Parish Eucharist  
  with Worship in the Hall (WitH) for children  54 inc 2 < 16      
 
 All Age Service on Second Sunday  
  with “FEED” (food bank collection).   
 The service starts at 10.00 am following coffee at 9.30 am. 

  9 services (not Parade Services)   56 inc 2 <16
   3 Parade Services  95 inc 24 < 16 

Midweek 

Daily  9.00 am   Morning Prayer in church   4 

Thursday 11.45 am  Holy Communion (said - BCP)    5 

                   Linked to the Luncheon Club for the Elderly  

Thursday           7.30 pm     Contemplative Eucharist     2 
 
Baptisms 17 in last 5 years but none since 2018 

Weddings There are few weddings at St Mary’s - 2 in last 5 years 

Funerals in Church and/or at the Crematorium - 15 in last 2 years 

 

SPECIAL SERVICES          2019 attendance 

Advent/Christmas  

Advent Workshop                33 inc 10 < 16 

Christingle Service                  47 inc 14 < 16 

Service of Lessons and Carols          58 

Christmas Eve Crib Service/Nativity Play at 5.00 pm 86 inc 32 < 16 

 with many non-church-goers      

Midnight Mass  (11.30 pm) 59 inc 1<16 

Christmas Day Family Eucharist (10.00 am) 37 inc 5<16 
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Holy Week  

Palm Sunday 

 Ecumenical Blessing of Palms outside local Baptist Church  

 followed by worship in own churches;                 St Mary’s  59 inc 0<16  

Monday to Wednesday evenings Compline  22  

Maundy Thursday  

 Evening Eucharist with foot washing  31 

 currently followed by the Watch for an hour;    20 

Good Friday  

 Worship and activities for all ages in the morning         19 
 and early afternoon ‘At the Cross’ Service.                     22  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter 

Easter Ceremonies - on Holy Saturday evening                         29  

Easter Sunday                                                           85 inc 1 <16 
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Major Feast Days and Special Services 

Evening Sung Eucharist 

 Ash Wednesday    29 

 Ascension Day    20 

We recognise Epiphany — Candlemas — All Saints — All Souls  - either on a Sunday or midweek 
depending on the calendar,  and occasionally Corpus Christi. 

 

 

Our Patronal Festival is on 8 September, the traditional date of the birth of 
Mary. St Mary’s was consecrated as a centre of worship in September 1943. 

 

 

 

All Soulstide          

Service of Thanksgiving and Remembrance for relatives of those who have died 
 – well-attended and well-received                   47    

Diocesan/Abbey Events 

St Mary’s has taken part in the Easter Monday Pilgrimage and Albantide Celebrations 

YOUNG PEOPLE  

Worship in the Hall (WitH) during the Parish Eucharist 

WitH follows the lectionary with a multi-sensory approach and starts in church, returning to 
share Communion together. There is a children’s area in the Nave.  In school holidays children 
stay in church and do activities in the pew. 

We subscribe to the “Roots” material as a resource for children, adults and all age. 

 

 

Uniformed organisations 

Guides, Brownies and Rainbows are invited to occasional services and we are trying to develop 
this, working with one of their leaders who is a church member.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parade Service 
100 years since end of WW1 
Remembrance Sunday 2018 

 

Parade Service 
Thinking Sunday 2019 
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SERVICES DURING THE PANDEMIC 

When church is open we have been holding two Sunday services at 9.00 am and 10.30 am with 
approximately 44 over the two services (some of our congregation were still shielding and not 
coming to church.)  

Since Lockdown started in March 2020 we have been recording and uploading our own 
Communion Service every Sunday, whether we are open for public worship or not, as well as 
providing links to national and other local services including the Cathedral.   

 

From videos of services when public worship suspended  

 

Services in church during the pandemic  

  

 

 

We have been holding a lay-led service of Morning Prayer 
on Zoom which has been attended by average 8-9.     

 

 

 
 
 
Morning Prayer, when in church,  
takes place in the quiet area in the Chancel 

    

 

 

We have introduced a weekly lay-led Wednesday evening service on ZOOM with a monthly 
pattern (average 12).  

First week   Compline 

Second Week Iona Worship 

Third Week   Evening prayer  

Fourth Week Songs and Prayers from the Taizé Community 
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PASTORAL OPPORTUNITIES 

Housegroups — There is a desire to re-energise the housegroup programme. Currently there 
is one continuing group.  

Prayer — community prayer board and book in church; a lay-led "Prayer Beacon" meets 
monthly. 

Healing Ministry — we have a tradition of offering prayer and the laying-on of hands for 
healing, led by laity, once a month following Communion. We have also had healing services. 

Home Communion is taken to the housebound and sick on a regular basis. We used to have a 
team of Eucharistic ministers willing to be involved in this ministry and we would like to re-
establish this. 

Baptism Visiting/Bereavement support/Youth work — these ministries have lapsed; we 
wish to reinvigorate them.  

Meeting Parishioners — we would like to introduce regular opportunities for people to meet 
informally with the vicar. 

Refreshments and time to chat — after main Sunday service and other services such as 
All Souls Memorial Service as well as the Saturday Coffee Shop.  

 

Inclusive Church — We are a member of “Inclusive Church”.  

 

Fund Raising and Social Activities 

The Annual Christmas Fair, our major fund-raising event, attracts hundreds and has a wonderful 
ambiance. Usually it raises over £3,000 and even the alternative online Fair in 2020 raised over 
£1,000. 

 

 

We have a small group “Make St Mary’s Count” that organises events that are both social and 
fund-raising events – these often involve food! 

 

 
 

5 PASTORAL AND ECUMENICAL 
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ST ALBANS DEANERY 
 
St Mary’s is an active member of the Deanery 
which comprises fifteen parishes together with the 
Cathedral (a parish church in its own right).  
 
The Deanery Synod meets three times a year. 
 
Relations within the Deanery are excellent and it is 
a ready source of support whenever that is 
required. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ECUMENICAL  

 
There are excellent links with local churches. St Mary’s is a member of 
Churches Together in Marshalswick (CTM), which comprises three Anglican 
parishes, a United Reformed Church, a Baptist Church and a Roman 
Catholic Mass Centre. There are also links with Churches Together in St 
Albans (CTSA). 

 
CTM holds several services and events annually, Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity, a joint Lent course over five Sunday evenings, the 
Blessing of Palms, summer Songs of Praise, Advent Carol Service and 
the occasional social event eg during One World Week. 
 
CTM also runs a food bank collection at the Quadrant shops, provides bibles for each student in 
local schools and works together during Christian Aid Week. St Mary’s is the venue for a joint 
event involving refreshments served inside, music and outside stalls of various types placed to 
attract shoppers and passers-by from the Quadrant opposite. 
 
St Mary’s has some interchurch families.  
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The Churchwardens see their role as supporting the ministerial team, which at the moment 
consists of an incumbent and a Reader, and liaising with the congregation. They also aim to 
provide a pragmatic sounding board and support for fresh ideas, whether clergy or lay-initiated. 
They are closely involved with the upkeep of the premises and the other committees. 
 
The full PCC has 16 members including incumbent and Reader. The age range of the PCC 
members is 40s to 80s.  It normally meets monthly for up to 90 minutes. 
 
Roles and responsibilities are delegated to various committees/sub-committees which report 
back to the PCC on a regular basis including a vibrant Communications Group. 
 
Committee Structure in 2019 

 
 

In accordance with the Church of England Safeguarding Policy, our church is committed to 
promoting a safe environment and culture. We have a Parish Safeguarding Officer, who is on 
the PCC, and all adults who work with children or vulnerable adults attend C2 safeguarding 
training and have DBS checks. All members of the PCC attend C1 safeguarding training.  
 

 

Paul Wiggins       Reader 

Paul has been a member of St Mary’s congregation for the last 21 years. He 
became a Lay Reader in 2009 after five years’ training and preaches 
regularly and leads the Pastoral Group. He is a retired headteacher and an 
educational consultant.  
 

 
The Electoral Roll stands at 114 people of whom 44 are resident outside the parish boundary.  
 

 
Luncheon Club for the Elderly about 30 lunches are provided once a week in term-time. 
 
Uniformed Organisations  Guides, Brownies and Rainbows 

PCC

Standing 
Committee

Mission & 
Outreach 

Committee

Make 
St Mary's 

Count

Communications 
Group

Finance 
Committee

Fabric 
Committee

Peppercorn 
Place

6 LEADERSHIP 
 
 

8 ELECTORAL ROLL 
 

7 MINISTERIAL TEAM 
 
 

9 ORGANISATIONS 
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Building 

The church and small hall date from 1957 and the large hall and kitchen were added in 1971. 
The sanctuary, nave and halls are linked, forming a flexible, multi-purpose building, much used 
for a variety of religious and secular purposes. (For plan of the church building see Appendix A; 
for more photos of church see Appendix B.) 

 

 

In normal times, using the nave and small hall, the church 
comfortably seats around 120 but more seating can be provided 
when necessary.  

 

 
 
The ‘Hope’ Window which was designed, built and funded by the 
congregation, provides a beautiful worship focus in a church which is 
basically a very simple building. 
 

 

 
The premises are in good condition. All the priority items in the 2017 Quinquennial Report have 
been dealt with and St Mary’s is on schedule for the other works. The building and grounds are, 
wherever possible, maintained by members of the Fabric Committee and the congregation.  
 
 
The Quiet Room, refurbished as an informal sitting room in 
2016, has been used regularly for the laying on of hands for 
healing, for prayer and for small meetings including for 
children.  

 
 
 
  
Vestry / Office 
 
We do not currently have a parish administrator but there 
is voluntary skilled support. 

 

 

Prior to Covid the church was open during the day. 

10 BUILDING AND GROUNDS 
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Grounds 

The grounds are mainly laid to lawn with shrubbery with a Quiet Garden, designed by a member 
of the congregation, which provides a peaceful corner outdoors for reflection.   

 

 

There is no churchyard or garden of remembrance although inside 
St Mary’s there is a memorial book.   

 

 

Peppercorn Place, the bottom section of the Vicarage garden, has been used for some years as 
a parish resource. It has been developed into a community garden including raised beds, 
wildlife-friendly areas, a grassed area and seating. This is open during the day for the whole 
community to enjoy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(For more photos of the grounds and Peppercorn Place see Appendix B.) 

 
VICARAGE  Address         1a Sherwood Avenue, St Albans, Herts, AL4 9QA 
 
The detached Vicarage was built of brick and tile in the early 
fifties and extended in the early seventies. It is situated 
adjacent to the Church and opposite the Quadrant shops. The 
grounds are mainly laid to lawn and are enclosed by fence or 
hedge. A single garage has access from Sherwood Avenue and 
there is also off-street parking. 

 
The ground floor accommodation includes an entrance hall, 
spacious reception room, study, dining room and kitchen (with 
utility area) and cloakroom/WC while upstairs there are four 
good-sized bedrooms, bathroom and additional shower room.   
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The following is a brief summary of our 2019 accounts: 
 
RECEIPTS 

 Planned Giving and Gift Aid 58,847 
 Fund Raising Efforts 8,251 
 Gifts*, collections (and associated Gift Aid), fees, interest 11,570 
 Hall Letting Receipts 10,045 
 Other income 4,077 
  ---------- 
 Total £92,790 
  ---------- 
EXPENDITURE 

 Parish Share 62,264 
 Fabric and associated property costs 12,050 
 Charitable Giving 3,000 
 Administration 3,357 
 Church services and Mission 6,967 
 Other payments 2,725 
  ---------- 
 Total £90,363 
  ---------- 
 

* Gifts included several one-off donations. 

 

Parish Share is paid by direct debit. 

At the end of 2019, reserves stood at £37,771 of which £5,471 was restricted and £5,931 
designated. 

There are no endowments or investments. 

 

Summary of regular, planned giving: 

 2019 2020 2021 Predicted 

Planned Giving including Gift Aid 58,847 56,112 48,000 

Donors using Parish Giving 
Scheme 

33 32 32 

Donors using Standing Order 22 21 22 

Envelopes 11 7 (irregular) Up to 5 

  
 Further details of our accounts and Annual Report can be found on our website. 
 

 
Expenses are always reimbursed in full on production of receipts.  

11 FINANCE      
 

12 EXPENSES OF OFFICE  
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There are weekly pew sheets and a quarterly magazine. 
 
We have a website which we keep updated.     
  www.marshalswick.org.uk               
 
 
St Mary’s has well-placed internal and external noticeboards, regularly updated. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Communications Group have recently installed two large external banners and we are 
working hard to improve our digital communications and our printed information. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There are also community magazines to which local churches are able to contribute. 

13 COMMUNICATIONS  
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Pastoral Care  - All members of the congregation are regularly contacted by the Pastoral Group 
to maintain community cohesion and to be alert to needs.  

Wednesday evening lay-led services – these were introduced, after consultation with the 
Rural Dean, to fill a gap in worship. They have been very well-received with an average 
attendance of 12.  
 
Visiting Clergy – We have been very well-supported by the Revd Canon Dr Ruth Goatly,  
who lives in the parish and was our Associate Priest for two years from 2013; and by the team 
at St Saviour’s. In addition there have been monthly guest Sundays including the Bishop of 
Hertford and the Archdeacon of St Albans. 
 
St Saviour’s – Both PCCs decided to explore opportunities to work together in the future (see 
Appendix C). 
 
Questionnaire to congregation – in preparation for the Informal Vacancy Meeting all 
members of the congregation were surveyed and the results were used to inform the parish 
profile.  Some quotations from the results ….. 
 

Three things I like about St Mary’s  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14 HOW WE RESPONDED TO VACANCY  
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What things about us do we hope will be thought attractive by a new vicar? 
 

 

 
 
 

People were asked for three qualities they would like in a new vicar. 

Commitment, love 
and skill of so many 

people   … 

Laity willing to be 
involved 

Supportive, outward-
looking community, 

willing to engage with 
new ideas 

Willingness to work 
with new incumbent 

to move things 
forward 

Atmosphere of 
prayerfulness in the 

church and quiet faith of 
so many of the 
congregation 

A flexible church/hall 
building …  

not constantly having to 
do major fund-raising to 

maintain the fabric 

The welcome and support 
they will receive from the 

congregation 

Support for the 
elderly   … 

Range of activities 
for older members - 

Luncheon Club, 
Holiday-at-Home 

Caring church that 
genuinely looks after 

congregation and 
parishioners by deeds 
and various activities 



 St Mary Marshalswick, St Albans - Parish Profile 2021                                                                           Page 22 
  

 

 
St Mary’s is an Open Church – Open to God, Open to You 

 

Where do the growth points lie? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We have been careful to follow Covid guidelines provided by the Church of England and the 
Diocese during the pandemic. In January the PCC decided to suspend worship, to be reviewed  
monthly. Public worship restarted from Palm Sunday. 

Adaptions during this time included: 

• Recorded services on YouTube every Sunday 

• ZOOM Services – Daily Morning Prayer (average 8); Weekday evening  (average 12) 

• Worship in the Hall – became Worship in the Home via ZOOM, in Peppercorn Place and in 
church when allowed. 

 

 

 

 

• More extensive use of the website  

• ZOOM Coffee Shop 

• Peppercorn Place – our community garden was a well-used safe outdoor 
space and hosted the Easter Garden/ 

 
PCC, St Mary Marshalswick, St Albans  
23 March 2021 

15 HOW WE RESPONDED TO COVID  
 

 

Develop closer links 
with neighbouring 
parish and local 

schools  …  

and the uniformed 
organisations 

 

Grow our congregation … 
encourage more new people to 
join our congregation including 

young families with children 

Develop pastoral 
support and extend 

to bereavement and 
baptism visiting 

Build on the things that 
are already in place but 

need to be 
adapted/developed so 

they attract more people 

Improve All Age Worship … 

New worship styles 
alongside existing … 

Attract new people by 
making the services more 

accessible 
 
 

Continue/develop 
Holiday-at-Home, 
Lunch Club, Coffee 
Shop, Hall Hire and 

Peppercorn Place etc  
 

More group activities 
such as housegroups, 

discussion groups 
and days away etc 

Continue to strengthen our 
internal and external  
communication …. 

more use of digital technology 
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Plan of St Mary’s Church Building 
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Plan of St Mary’s site 
 



ST MARY’S CHURCH – Internal and External 
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ST MARY’S GROUNDS and PEPPERCORN PLACE 
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Developing our growing relationship with St Saviour’s 
 
The developing relationship with St Saviour’s is for mutual support and is not being viewed as 
the start of a long term formal pastoral reorganisation.   

 

A Proposed Covenant for Mission & Ministry 
 
The adjacent parishes of St Mary Marshalswick and St Saviour, St Albans both came into being 
as bold mission initiatives by the Parish of Sandridge. 
 
• St Saviour’s would in today’s terminology be considered a ‘church plant’, originally 

established as a school room in Culver Road at the end of the 19th century to serve the 
growing community around the brickworks at Bernards Heath on the parish’s southern 
edge. Quickly developing as a centre for worship, a new church building eventually 
evolved on Sandpit Lane and became an independent parish in 1904. 

 
• St Mary’s would today be regarded as a ‘fresh expression’. At the outbreak of World War 

II those living in the Marshalswick area of Sandridge parish could no longer make the 
journey to church so began meeting together for prayer in a private house. As the years 
went on, money was raised to buy a chicken shed which was converted into a chapel and 
eventually replaced with a brick building in the 1950s. It became an independent parish 
church in 1972. 

 
 
Mindful of our origins as mission churches, and our historic relationship as ‘daughter churches’ 
of Sandridge parish, we commit ourselves to explore possible ways of working together in 
mission and ministry. 
 
 
In time this may include: 
 
• encouraging and supporting each congregation in their different liturgical identities: 

St Mary’s central churchmanship with a strong community focus, and St Saviour’s 
anglo-catholic liturgical tradition and developing as a ‘community hub’. 

 
• sharing resources for growth in discipleship and ministry e.g. study courses, 

confirmation preparation, bible study and prayer groups, retreats etc - when appropriate 
and mutually beneficial . 

 
• developing a ‘joined up’ approach to the pastoral offices (baptisms, weddings and 

funerals) sharing the resourcing and leadership of preparation and follow-up. 
 
• joint training and oversight of lay volunteers in pastoral care among the congregations 

and in the community (eg nursing homes) 
 
• joint publicity and outreach - eg linked websites and shared leaflet distribution at 

Christmas and Easter 
 
• working with Churches Together in Marshalswick to offer greater engagement and 

involvement (e.g. the possibility with two worship centres to be involved in an 
ecumenical shared service and still provide a full Palm Sunday liturgy, CTM Lent Courses 
etc ) 

 
• a regular opportunity for ministers from both churches to meet, talk and pray together 
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• sharing the daily office, building on the already established pattern of Morning Prayer 

(9am) at St Mary’s and Evening Prayer (5.30pm) at St Saviour’s. 
 

• establishing a (monthly?) pattern of clergy leading worship and preaching in the other 
church, in keeping with that church’s tradition and practice 
 

• integrating work with children and families, sharing training and resources. 
 

• a co-ordinated pattern of midweek eucharists across the two churches that avoids 
duplication and widens provision 
 

• developing a programme of interaction with the schools in each parish, including 
assemblies and church visits when appropriate. 
 

• supporting each other in developing stronger community links and interaction.  
 

• occasional joint meetings of the two PCCs (vision days etc) to determine and develop 
shared priorities in mission and ministry. 
 

 
Richard Watson (Vicar of St Saviour’s) 
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