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Who are we looking for?
We are seeking someone to lead our church family with innovative ideas 
and enthusiasm – a team player and enabler who will encourage our baby 
steps in Reaching New People, in a challenging community that has SO 
much potential.

Speaking directly to would-be applicants, we ask you to help us to be 
brave in trying new things; inspire us with thought-provoking sermons; 
use the gifts and talents WE have, to enable YOU to help us TOGETHER to 
set a shared vision for Wilbury. We ask you to commit to furthering the 
relationships with local schools and the uniformed organisations who 
use our church buildings and facilities. It is important that you are able to 
work with children, young people and their families in order to lower our 
average age profile. 

For some years, there has been no opportunity for Bible Study, so we are 
looking for a person with teaching and communication skills to help us 
grow spiritually.

We hope you have a sense of humour, and it would be great if you have 
some IT skills and an interest in music.

Together, let’s lead the charge to show the  
love of God in this place.

Welcome
If you are looking for a 
picturesque, historic building with 
leaded roof, churchyard (with all 
the accompanying headaches),  
set in rolling countryside...  
then read no further,  
St. Thomas’ is not for you.

But, if you are looking for a well-
maintained, multi-functional 
eco-church, that is warm in 
winter, and situated in the centre 
of the parish, with a congregation 
eager for change...then read on.

We are sheep 
longing to be fed!



In short we ask you to be...
1) a stimulating and effective teacher, who, through preaching and 
Bible Study can encourage us to increase our knowledge of the Bible, 
and its potential to inspire our journeys of faith. 

2) a confident and empathetic leader, who can delegate effectively, 
and spot and develop the talents in our congregation.

3) adventurous, and able to encourage US to be adventurous.

4) community minded, able to connect with the organisations and 
people of all ages that we live among,  bringing the Gospel to them. It would also be 

great if... 
1) you have an interest in music

2) you have IT skills, for 
communication and maybe for admin.

3) you have a real interest in 
responding to the potential disaster of 
climate change.



Who are we?
We at St Thomas’s are here to proclaim God’s love to the whole community of Wilbury, 
through personal contacts, relationships with local groups (Wilbury Community Forum 
and Over 60’s for example); with local Infant and Junior schools, and by providing 
events and services that are relevant to all the many young families living nearby. We 
seek to serve our community in any way we can, and so need someone who will lead us 
all in sharing God’s love.

In the past, we have seen the power of prayer in action; we have witnessed the Holy 
Spirit changing people and empowering people – and we want that again.

We have ideas – but we need encouraging;  
we want to move forward – but we need leadership.

We recognise that our Sunday morning 
service may be too traditional for some. 
There is a real willingness to think 
afresh about our worship, and there is 
plenty of scope for this, as there is just 
one Sunday service each week, and this 
importantly for us, is a service with Holy 
Communion.

We would love to dip our toes into some 
sort of Fresh Expression, say, a more 

informal monthly service where we 
can encourage local families and 

young people to take part. This 
is just one idea, but we are open 
to being introduced to new and 
exciting ways of receiving and 

sharing God’s love.

Above all, we know that 
our solid foundation is built on 

prayer, and going where the Lord 
leads in welcoming families and 
new people of all ages, into our 
church.



What can we offer you?
We will welcome you into our caring, loving church family. We have a solid PCC ready 
and willing to support you. Between them, they have years of experience in their 
church life, but also from their careers and life experiences. Two members are past 
Church Wardens with more than 18 years experience between them. Our current Church 
Wardens have been in place for two years. They have different gifts and talents and 
complement each other very well. What they lack in experience is made up for by a desire 
to learn, a real sense of being led by the Holy Spirit, and a “have a go” attitude to give 
new ideas a try. They are well supported by the PCC and members of the congregation.

Church Warden Peter is also a Reader, and has a passion for 
conserving the future of our planet. He has permission to 
preach on the subject to churches in the Deanery.

We recognise the ongoing need for your training, and also 
proper time for you to rest and have time for yourself and 
with loved ones. There must be an agreed and undisturbed 
day off, to allow for the “recharging of batteries”, to 
enable you to have a better work/life balance.

At St Thomas’s you will benefit from good facilities, which are flexible and well 
maintained, and the PCC pays all reasonable expenses. As leader, and as part of our 
team, you will be supported by prayer; as our Vicar in Wilbury, you will be challenged 
and cherished.

We can offer you a substantial, 
4-bedroom detached house as your 
home. It is situated next door to the 
church on Bedford Road, the main road 
through the parish. (There is a Tesco 
corner shop opposite). There is a good 
size garden and detached garage to one 
side. The drive has a useful turning area, 
a boon on a main road.

The spacious study is at the front of 
the building, just off the outer hall by 
the front door, and is separate from 
the main part of the house, thus giving 
privacy within your home.



St Thomas’s Church
The church, built in 1938, is brick built and double-glazed, and unusual 
as it was constructed as a dual-purpose building... a church and church 
hall, which can be separated by a roller screen when the hall is in 
use. During the Second World War, it was used as a school. There is 
a useful, modern kitchen and toilets. All lights have been replaced 
with LED bulbs. There is also a stage area that is at present being 
used for storage in metal cabinets. There are various thoughts about 
a permanent change of use, all ideas gratefully received!

In 2018, we celebrated our 80th Anniversary, which began in 
March when we welcomed Bishop Alan of St Albans as our Celebrant 
and Preacher at a service of thanksgiving. This was attended by 
congregation, members of the community, local church leaders and local 
dignitaries. 

Our Craft Group created a 
new altar frontal showing 

every road in the parish, 
all leading to the heart 
of the parish, St. 
Thomas’s Church ~ 
this was blessed by the 
Bishop.



Our 10am Sunday service is with Holy Communion and robed servers. We do not use 
incense. Our worship ranges from traditional hymns to more modern songs/choruses, 
accompanied by piano for most weeks. We are blessed with having a local businessman 
who plays the organ on at least 10 occasions each year. Members of the congregation 
read the NT reading, and others regularly lead the congregation in prayer.

We have an electoral roll of 51, plus people who are regular visitors but not yet ready to 
put their names on the electoral roll.

We have Morning Prayer on three mornings each week. These are led by our 
Reader Peter, and include discussion about the bible readings for the day, 
and a time of open prayer. We would welcome growth at these sessions.

In June we hosted a fund-raising 
Mid-Summer Concert, which 
was a huge success and lots 
of fun. The raffle prizes were 
donated by local businesses, 
and we were able to give several 
hundred pounds to a local 
charity which supports adults 
with learning difficulties.

We have a Facebook page, and an entry 
on AChurchNearYou, plus a website:

st-thomas-letchworth.org.uk

If you consult the latter, please 
ensure that you are not looking at 

stthomasletchworth.org.uk, a previous 
site which we lost control of 

some time ago, and are 
currently in the process of 

taking down.



Wilbury Hall
In the 80’s and after much prayer, (there was only £76 in the bank 
account!) it was decided to build a community hall, in the area behind the 
church building. There were some years of fundraising by the church and 
community, and in 1995 the Wilbury Community Hall was opened by Pam 
Rhodes. The facilities have been a great success and are used by local groups from 
Cubs to Karate; ballet to contemporary dance; yoga, Pilates and Zumba to name but 
a few. Every weekday morning, the whole building is rented by the Bedford Road 
Pre-School, which last year celebrated their 50th Anniversary. They have recently 
received a good Ofsted report.

The excellent hall and 
kitchen are regularly hired 

for parties, receptions, 
fetes and quiz nights. There 

is a Wilbury Hall Management 
Committee (WHMC) comprising both 
church members and members of the 
community, which ably run the Hall, 
keeping it on a very sound financial 
footing. In recent years it has regularly 
transferred funds to the church account 
to assist with meeting the parish share 
commitments.



Some of our groups reaching  
out into the community 
Monday Craft Club
In recent years a craft club was formed by church members. 
This has grown to be a very successful group welcoming local 
people. Together they have turned their hands to a wide range 
of crafts, including felt-making; mosaic; glass painting; knitting; 
embroidery, plus the making of altar frontals. We now have three 
new frontals each celebrating different, special church occasions.

Toddler and baby group
In September 2018, in collaboration with Pre-School, we opened a two 
hour, drop-in style Toddler Group on a Wednesday morning in the church 
hall. Two members of the PCC recognised that there was a need in Wilbury to 
support new mums, some of whom felt fairly isolated and lonely. After a slow 
start, it has blossomed into a happy place to be. The mums watch over their little 
ones playing with a wide range of toys and equipment, and we watch over “our” mums, 
listening to their good news and bad, and being available to them when they need time 
to confide. Over the year, relationships and friendships have been built, and we welcome 
the children into the church part of the building, for exploring, dancing and Easter egg 
hunting. The end of term parties are a joy to behold! Two mums have had their children 
baptised, and some attended last year’s crib service on Christmas Eve.

We have just begun our second year…….so watch this space!

Mothers Union
We have an MU branch with over 50 years history, and part of the Deanery group of 
four branches – two in Letchworth and two in nearby Hitchin. It is a close-knit Deanery 
sharing events and special services. St Thomas’s hosts the annual Advent Service, 
written and performed by members. Along with old and new hymns/songs, we include 
meditations, prayer and a light-hearted sketch, which usually causes hilarity – not least 
in our performers! Husbands, friends and neighbours join us for the evening, and then 
share a social time sampling our famous homemade Christmas goodies.

Holiday Club
The focus has been on having 

fun together, so in teams of 6-8 
children supported by at least two 

adults, we have craft activities and 
games (inside and outside); we sing 
and dance worship songs, and we watch 
a suitable Christian video together, 
followed by a question and answer time.

A separate team provides refreshments 
to both children and adults.

The final day of the week features 
the annual Parents v Children hockey 
match, followed by a feast for both the 
children and their parents/carers.



Finance 
St Thomas’ is a church in very good condition, with no major problems or capital 
investment needed. The Wilbury Hall is profitable and well used. Historically, we have 
met our parish share each year. However, in 2019 we have struggled somewhat, partly 
due to a reduction in church hall rental. The reason for this is the general drop in the 
birth rate, which has meant less children requiring Pre-School places. (Pre-School had, 
up to July 2019, rented both Church and Wilbury Halls every weekday morning). For the 
first time, in the Spring we could not pay in full, our monthly payment, and we find 
ourselves about two months in arrears. We have paid in full in recent months.

Despite this setback, we are trying very hard to decrease the shortfall by 
fundraising, and hope to meet our financial commitments by the end of 
the year. 

The current age profile of the congregation shows a majority of 
older people, on whom we are heavily reliant. We are also becoming 
dependant on income from our community hall. We are making 
considerable efforts to advertise the church hall as a venue for hire, 
particularly to regular long term users.

There is a real challenge for the future, which we welcome, to grow and 
broaden our congregation.

Mission Action Plan – M A P
Our vision is Faith in Wilbury – a church which has outward focus – is deeply rooted 
in the local community and works closely in partnership with others. The priorities we 
had set were to sustain our existing congregation and, where possible, to develop new 
initiatives to encourage growth, and to continue to develop our buildings as thriving 
centres of community activity. We have been hampered over the last year by the ill-
health, and subsequent retirement of our Vicar. But we now have the opportunity, 
which we wish enthusiastically to seize, to work with a new incumbent to create a fresh 
agenda, and re-vitalise our mission.

Safeguarding Policy
We are fully committed to an effective 
safeguarding policy for children and 
vulnerable adults, which is reviewed 
annually. Members of the congregation 
who lead activities with our children, 

have all successfully completed 
required training, and 

undergone DBS checks – as 
have ALL members of the 

PCC. There are notices 
in all the public areas, 
including the Wilbury 
Hall, giving contact 
details, if there is a 
cause for concern, 

of the St Thomas 
Safeguarding Officer, 

and also the Diocesan 
Safeguarding Advisor in St. 

Albans, and for Local Authority 
Social Services. There is a link to 

information on the front page of our 
website.



Where is Wilbury? 
Wilbury is situated on the western edge of the world’s FIRST GARDEN CITY, 
Letchworth. St Thomas’ church was built to serve the mixed area of owner-occupier 
homes and the growing Bursland estate, which was originally council property. 
Over the years, a proportion of these have been bought by families, but a significant 
number are now let through Housing Association groups and private landlords.

Wilbury is one of the less prosperous parts of Letchworth, where older residents are 
gradually giving way to young families. In nearby Valley Road, Tabor Court provides 
sheltered housing for older people.

The Wilbury Hall is the ONLY community building in the parish. This is a big plus, as 
there is no competition from any other venue. 

The local primary schools have a 
higher than national average number 
of families claiming free school meals. 
We have a good relationship with the 
nearby Junior school, where one of 
our church members is a Teaching 
Assistant, and others volunteer time 
to teach the children knitting, and 
also (until recently), basics of Bridge. 
Our previous Vicar was welcomed 
on a regular basis to lead a Morning 
Assembly, and the church has hosted a 
visit for a Carol Service each year.

The local Infant school has recently 
made contact with us, to arrange 
visits by groups of children, as part 
of the new RE curriculum. The two 
Church Wardens have have met the 
teacher involved to set up this new 
venture. We are very keen to grasp the 
opportunity to open the church as often 
as is requested, to this new generation, 
especially in the run-up to Christmas.

Finding ways to reach out to our 
community has been a constant 
challenge. We recognise that there 
is a lot of work to do, and look 
forward to someone working with 
us, leading with new ideas, and 
building on the foundations that 
have begun.



Letchworth Garden City 
Leafy Letchworth in North Hertfordshire, was founded by Ebenezer Howard in 1903, to 
provide a pleasant balance for residents between work and the home environment. The 
original separation of residential from industrial area, as envisaged by Howard, is still 
largely in place. The current population numbers c34,000.

The town centre has been modernised but many original buildings remain, and are of 
national and international interest to visiting students of town planning.

At approximately 35 miles north of London, there is easy access to the A1M, and 
excellent rail links to the City (just over 30 minutes on the fast train into Kings Cross), 
and also to Cambridge. Both Luton and Stansted airports are easily accessible.

Letchworth Garden City Heritage Foundation work to conserve the unique 
nature of the town, and encourage social and cultural activities. In the centre 
of town we have the popular Broadway cinema, a beautifully maintained Art 
Deco building with four screens, which has been recently refurbished to offer 
a large stage, and facilities for live theatrical performances. There is a variety 
of shops and restaurants.

We are proud to have a very successful and well supported independent book 
shop – David’s Book Shop, which was the founder of the Letchworth Arts and 
Leisure Groups (LALG), an umbrella for over 50 different groups catering for a great 
variety of interests:- foreign languages; walking groups; theatre trips; book clubs, 
singing groups; food and drink appreciation groups, gardening tips and even hen 
keeping and clock repairing! The list is constantly evolving. Members pay an annual 
nominal fee, and benefit from discounts from various local shops etc. Letchworth also 
has the only Christian Bookshop for miles around.

There is also the Ernest Gardiner Day Hospital, where local patients receive social care 
and therapy. The Garden House Hospice nearby, provides support for families, and 
end of life care for local people living in North Hertfordshire and Stevenage. This well-
loved local charity is generously supported by people in the area, both financially and by 
volunteers taking on a whole host of tasks.



The Deanery 
St Thomas’ is situated within the Hitchin Deanery which covers Hitchin, 
Letchworth Garden City, Stotfold and all the villages which surround these towns. 
The deanery has 23 churches, with 13 incumbent level posts. It’s an exciting time 
to be joining the deanery, as we are beginning to work in different ways together, 
building and increasing supportive relationships.

The clergy chapter meets six times a year. A greater chapter, with the Readers, 
meets twice a year, and as a synod there are meetings four times a year.

The Deanery has started working in three distinct groups; the villages; 
Letchworth and Stotfold, and Hitchin. As part of this work, the groups have 
dreamed together, and have created three visions of what “fantastic church” 
would look like in the three contexts.

The incumbent level clergy are meeting as three cell groups, to ensure the 
focus on mission, and to hold each other to account in this area in a mutually 
supportive way.

Every member of clergy joining the deanery is given a mentor or buddy 
(depending on their stage in ministry), to provide one to one friendship and 
support in ministry.

The four Anglican churches in Letchworth are a Group. In the past 10 years, 
the Group hasn’t been as effective as it could be. However, in the last two 
and a half years, the other three parishes have appointed new vicars in their 
first incumbancies. With these new appointments has come new energy and 
enthusiasm to work together. We are excited to see how these new relationships 
will continue to develop when the new vicar at St Thomas’ is appointed.

Thank you for reading our 
profile. We hope you are 
both excited and intrigued 
by the possibilities and 
opportunities here at  
St Thomas’ Church  
in Wilbury.


