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Archdeaconry of Bedford  
 

Dunstable Deanery 
 

Profile for the Benefice of Totternhoe, Stanbridge & Tilsworth 
 

Thank you for requesting information about the Benefice of Totternhoe, Stanbridge and Tilsworth 
(TST Benefice). We hope you find this booklet both helpful and informative and that you will not 
hesitate to ask for further information or clarification if it would be helpful. 
 
 
A LIVING GOD’S LOVE 
 
Through the SMART targets in our Mission Action Plan we aim to Live God’s Love. The 
congregations pray regularly for our local communities and for each household in any kind of need 
within the parishes. Our vision is to be seen as friendly, growing Churches, welcoming everyone, 
and where all ages can grow in faith and receive spiritual support. 

We will use all our talents and resources for loving service to the community, both locally and 
globally. 

Our priorities for the forthcoming year are: 

To provide opportunities to develop and nurture our faith and spiritual growth and for our 
communities to learn about the Christian faith. We hope to do this by making worship more 
accessible and comfortable (with a view to looking at heating and seating facilities). 

To reach out by taking opportunities to build relationships with those who visit our churches for 
occasional or specific services. 

In the light of these priorities our goals are: 

To ensure that visitors to our churches receive clear and useful information with regard to church 
activities and are also encouraged to take an active part in church life. 

At Totternhoe we will continue to build on recent growth in our Sunday School attendance by 
continuing to offer a range of stimulating activities including Messy Church. We will increase the 
numbers of young people attending church by continuing to develop our links with the local lower 
school. These include Open the Book, together with visits from the school to the church for special 
services and teaching. 

We hope that we will gain someone who, in taking up the position of leading the spiritual and 
pastoral needs of the Benefice, will be interested in our parish and communities and have the 
energy and enthusiasm to lead us joyfully and thoughtfully into our future worship and community 
life. We look for the will to develop and further ties between the Church and local schools and a 
commitment to working as part of the North Chilterns Group (NCG). 
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We will welcome and embrace your qualities, looking to you for leadership in developing our 
worship and our community. Change is inevitable and we look for someone with vision and people 
skills to make change positive. 

We are a warm and friendly Benefice with totally committed and supportive congregations who will 
fully support the person who is appointed. 

                           
 

 
 
B THE BENEFICE 
 
1. LOCATION 
 
The Benefice, in the Deanery of Dunstable, is in an attractive rural area situated in south west 
Bedfordshire between the towns of Dunstable and Leighton Buzzard. It comprises the three 
villages of Totternhoe (the largest of the three), Stanbridge (which houses the Vicarage), and 
Tilsworth, the smallest village in the benefice. All are green belt villages and are bounded by 
Dunstable Downs to the east – a part of the Chiltern Hills. A large part of the Downs are managed 
by the National Trust who have a centre providing information and refreshments and from which 
numerous activities are organised throughout the year. There is plenty of opportunity for walking, 
riding and other countryside pursuits. 

Dunstable/Luton (to the east) and Leighton Buzzard (to the northwest) are each around 4 miles 
distance and offer shops, supermarkets, banking and restaurant facilities, whilst larger centres can 
be found at Milton Keynes, Aylesbury and St Albans. 

The villages are mainly rural/commuter in character with good road links via the M1, M25 and A5 
plus excellent rail connections to London (Euston or St Pancras approx. 40mins) and the Midlands 
from nearby Leighton Buzzard and Luton. A fairly good bus service operates through all three 
villages. A driving licence and car are, however, essential. 

Luton International Airport is about 10 miles away. 

Totternhoe is an ancient village mentioned in the Domesday Book. It is an elongated village (with 
three ends!) running along the foot of Totternhoe Knolls. Areas of these chalk grasslands are 
managed by the National Trust and Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire & Northamptonshire Wildlife 
Trust to encourage the habitats of species of wild orchids and rare butterflies. There are also the 
remains of a Norman castle to be seen. The famous Totternhoe Clunch (a soft limestone) was cut 
from the local quarry and used inside Westminster Abbey and Woburn Abbey and of course in the 
construction of our own local church. 
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2. COMMUNITY 
 
Totternhoe 
The village is best described as rural/commuter in character with a total population of around 2500. 
It is predominantly residential with a significant proportion of larger homes. There are some local 
authority built properties, including a small number of bungalows offering accommodation for the 
elderly, some of which are now owner-occupied. There are two residential mobile home sites. 
There is a reasonable age range, although as might be expected in a rural area there is a bias 
towards middle age/retirement. Many of the working population commute to nearby towns or 
further afield. The ecclesiastical parish includes the ‘village’ and an area ‘at the top of the hill’ that 
is part of Dunstable civil parish. 

The Parish Council shows great enthusiasm in promoting and developing the village. Play 
equipment in the recreation areas has been renewed and in the spring everywhere is very colourful 
with many plantings of bulbs. Central Bedfordshire Council is the unitary authority with which the 
parish council has close links. 

Totternhoe has five working farms, although farming employs a gradually diminishing percentage 
of the local population. There are several interesting small businesses located in the village 
including a long established butcher. We also have two pubs but currently have no Post Office or 
shop.  

Stanbridge 
There are 310 dwellings in the village with a population of approximately 750. The housing consists 
of medium to large houses, some local authority built properties, most of which have been 
purchased and 10 bungalows for the elderly. 
 
The local Parish Council is very supportive and works for the people of Stanbridge. There is a 
community hall serving both Stanbridge and Tilsworth located on the recreation ground between 
the two villages. 
 
Tilsworth 
The population of Tilsworth is around 380 with a fairly large proportion of retired people and a 
growing number of young families. The housing ranges from small cottages to large detached 
houses, with some fixed mobile homes on the outskirts of the village.  
There is one Gastro pub – “The Anchor”, sadly there are no longer any shops. The parish has 
several farms and a few small businesses mostly connected with the land. The community spirit is 
very good with people always prepared to help each other. 
 
 
3. EDUCATION 
 
Bedfordshire has a three-tier system that is in the process of changing to two tier in places. In the 
three tier children start at lower school at the age of four, transfer to middle school at the age of 
nine then to upper school at thirteen. In the two tier they change schools at age eleven. 

Totternhoe  
Totternhoe has two lower schools within the ecclesiastical parish. Totternhoe, which has recently 
become a Church Affiliated school on its way to becoming a full Church School, serves the ‘village’ 
area and newly built areas of Leighton Buzzard. Lancot Lower School serves the community in the 
area adjacent to Dunstable. Pupils from these usually transfer to schools in Leighton Buzzard or 
Dunstable. 

Both schools offer pre-school provision on the same site. 

Stanbridge 
Stanbridge has a lower school with about 90 pupils. It also has a pre-school running Monday to 
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Friday. As with pupils from the other two parishes, older children travel to upper schools in 
Dunstable and Leighton Buzzard. 
 
Tilsworth

There is a Montessori School in the village but younger children normally go to Stanbridge 
Lower School which is a short distance away. Leighton Buzzard has schools for older 
children. 
 
 
4. LEISURE AND RECREATION 
 
Totternhoe 
There is an active Garden Club that hosts an annual Produce Show which is the highlight of 
the year. They also arrange a subsidised annual coach outing to a coastal or other place of 
interest for the over 60s. There is a football club with a clubhouse, and Dunstable Town 
Cricket Club have their pitch and pavilion adjacent. 

The Scout Hut in the centre of the village hosts Beaver, Cubs, Scout and Brownie groups. 
There is also a Memorial Hall managed by trustees which is available for hire. 

There is a large recreation ground (part of which is used by the sports clubs) and two smaller 
ones at intervals through the village. Each has play equipment for the children. 

A  Baby & Toddler group runs weekly and there are an assortment of fitness and exercise 
classes available. 

Totternhoe Players perform an annual pantomime and other productions during the year at 
the lower school. 

Stanbridge 
There is a community hall serving both Stanbridge and Tilsworth located on the recreation 
ground between the two villages, which is much used. 

Leisure activities in the village include: 
 
Army Cadet Force 
Scouts, Cubs and Beavers 
Football clubs catering for adults, youths and children 
Fitness-related activities held in the community hall 
W.I. 
Women's Friendship Group 
MAST Men's Group 
Carpet Bowls 
Mother and Toddler Group 
Lunch Club for the elderly. 
 
Tilsworth 
Next to the church is Church House which is used by various clubs and groups mostly in 
conjunction with Stanbridge, such as Carpet Bowls, Luncheon Club, Woman's Friendship 
Club, two Art Clubs, Argentine Tango, Table Tennis and Coffee Mornings.  
 
Nearby there is the much larger Stanbridge and Tilsworth Community Hall which is also 
used for various functions and meetings. To the east of the village is Tilsworth Golf Centre 
which has catering facilities and holds wedding receptions etc. 
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5. WORSHIP 
 
As part of Mission Action Planning the Benefice has trialled, during the past twelve months, 
a change to the more traditional pattern of Sunday services with the aim of encouraging 
more family attendance and to accommodate the very elderly who have carers to assist 
them with their needs in the mornings. We therefore had a service at 10 am in each of the 
three parishes every Sunday (see table below). This was enabled by very generous 
assistance from our Reader, a retired priest who is a member of our congregation and other 
local Readers.  
 

 Tilsworth Stanbridge Totternhoe 
 

1st 
Sunday 

 
10am Morning Worship 

 
10am Family Service 

 

 
10am Holy Communion 

6pm Evening Prayer 
 

 
2nd 

Sunday  

 
10am Holy Communion 

 

 
10am Morning Worship 

 
10am Family Service  

 
3rd 

Sunday 

 
10am Morning Worship 

 

 
10am Holy Communion 

 
10am Morning Worship 

 
 

4th 
Sunday 

 
10am Family Service 

 
10am Morning Worship 

 

 
10am Holy Communion 

 

 
5th 

Sunday  

 
10am Benefice Holy Communion  

 
The pattern has been modified during the vacancy due to a number of vacancies within the 
Deanery and a shortage of available clergy. 
 
We recognise the need to review this pattern with an incoming priest. 
 
Totternhoe 
We offer a warm welcome to those who wish to worship with us and include amongst our 
congregation some who are relatively new to faith as well as many who are lifelong 
Christians. Our age range is broad but weighted towards the 80 plus. There is a regular 
average attendance of between 25-30 worshippers most Sundays. The numbers increase 
substantially for services such as Mothering Sunday, Easter, Harvest, Remembrance, 
Christingle and Christmas. 
We occupy a central position of churchmanship and use The Common Worship Lectionary 
together with the Common Worship Service Book. Hymns are mainly chosen from Hymns 
Ancient and Modern and Mission Praise, and now that we subscribe to a music license we 
are able to introduce, particularly at Family Service and Morning Worship, more modern and 
children friendly songs that we all enjoy! Clergy dress is normally cassock and surplice for 
non-Eucharistic worship or alb, stole and chasuble for Holy Communion. 

 First Sunday - Common Worship Holy Communion. 
 Second Sunday - Family Service led by our Licensed Reader who is implementing 

the encouragement of lay participation by inviting the children to take turns writing 
and lead the prayers, read a lesson and choose a hymn. 
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 Third Sunday - Morning Worship without Holy Communion. Lay involvement in 
leading the service and a small music group has formed to lead the singing from time 
to time.  

 Fourth Sunday – Common Worship Holy Communion. Sunday School start in church, 
leaving the congregation after confession to continue their learning in the church hall, 
then re-join everyone to either receive a blessing or Communion. They are invited to 
share their learning with the congregation before the final blessing and dismissal.  

 Fifth Sunday – Benefice Communion on rotational basis. 
 Morning Prayer said every Monday morning at 9 am 
 Evensong (BCP) every first Sunday at 6 pm April–October. 

We are blessed at St Giles to have willing volunteers on rotas for sidespeople, servers, 
readers and intercessors. We have two capable pianists, and arrange organists to play 
for weddings, funerals and other such occasions. Refreshments are served after every 
service where visitors and regulars can enjoy fellowship. 
As well as the usual Sunday services detailed there are services held on feast days and 
special occasions, even if this is not within the usual service pattern. 
These are – 

 Ash Wednesday – sometimes one service within the benefice, or one service 
across the North Chilterns Group of churches to which we belong. 

 Women’s World Day of Prayer Service – very good attendance with 
refreshments and fellowship afterwards.  

 Mothering Sunday – input from Sunday School, good attendance and 
refreshments served afterwards. 

 Palm Sunday – short procession from school gate to church, then service 
inside. 

 Maundy Thursday Supper and Vigil – usually a benefice gathering on a 
rotational basis. 

 Good Friday Messy Church – has proved popular with families. 
 Patronal Festival – held during Holy Communion. 
 Harvest Festival – volunteers make the harvest loaf for the service.  
 Remembrance Sunday Service – attended by the uniformed organisations 

and local dignitaries, numbers usually in excess of 100 adults and 50 
children.  

 Memorial Carol Service – this takes place the first Saturday in December to 
remember those who have died in the past year especially, but open to 
anyone who grieves. A good opportunity to identify where pastoral help may 
be needed. 

 Sunday School Nativity Play – written by one of our pianists and performed 
during the Sunday service. Congregation is invited to participate at various 
points and the service is always much appreciated by them. 

 Candlelit Christingle Service – last year the church collaborated with the 
school and Parish Council to hold carol singing on the recreation ground 
followed by refreshments in the church hall, culminating in the Christingle 
Service in the church. It was a huge success which we intend to build upon. 

 Midnight Mass – usually well attended, weather permitting, mainly by 
parishioners who don’t attend church but enjoy this service. 

A Confirmation service is held annually for the eight churches in the North Chilterns Group 
and each benefice takes turns to host it. The adults are prepared by the clergy and the 
children are prepared by two Licensed Readers, one from our parish and the other from the 
benefice of Eaton Bray with Edlesborough. 
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In the year from January 2016 to December 2016 there were three baptisms and three 
weddings. Baptisms usually take place during a Parish Communion service. There were five 
funerals during the year. 
 
The services take a similar format at all three parishes. 
 

 
 

Carols on the Recreation Ground 2015 
 
 

 
 

Making the Harvest Loaf at Messy Church 2016 
 
Stanbridge 
 
At St. John the Baptist, Common Worship is used with said responses, and vestments are 
worn at all services. Hymns are taken from Ancient and Modern (new standard) and Mission 
Praise. 
 
Our Licensed Reader takes other services including Family Services. 
 
Additional special services are held at Christmas, including Christingle, Easter, Harvest and 
Remembrance Sunday. 
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Tilsworth 
 
A variety of services and events have been held throughout the year to encourage more 
adults and children from the village to attend and this has proved to be very popular. These 
include a Christmas Tree Festival, Pet Service and our 2016 Holy Communion Nativity 
service was enjoyed by many and also our first ever Christingle. 
 

 
 
     Christmas Tree Festival            
                                 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

                  Nativity 

               Pet Service 
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6. PASTORAL AND ECUMENICAL 
 
 Pastoral care is very good within the congregations and towards those who are not 
churchgoers but known to church members, but there are pockets throughout the parishes, 
particularly those roads where no church members live whose pastoral needs are not 
known. The creation of a more formal Pastoral Team could enable better visiting and be of 
benefit to the wider community. 
 
There is support for the Benefice from Dunstable Deanery and the Rural Dean, and we are 
invited by the neighbouring Ouzel Valley Team to their Churches Together meetings and 
events.  
 
Our Benefice is also part of the North Chilterns Group, a group ministry incorporating the 
three Benefices of Totternhoe, Stanbridge and Tilsworth, Eaton Bray with Edlesborough, and 
Kensworth, Studham and Whipsnade.  
 
The NCG meets quarterly under the mission statement citing … “to continue to spread the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ in the rural communities we serve, through worship, teaching, 
witness and fellowship, using our group and parish resources, including our parish churches, 
to the maximum possible effect”. 
 
The Council has a Lay Chair, and the three Benefice priests work to assist one another by 
virtue of group ministry. The Priests, Lay Readers and occasionally the Lay Chair meet in 
Chapter. 
 
The clergy and Readers work collaboratively to deliver a Lent Course and Holy Week 
services, Quiet Day, Annual Service and Annual Advent Service. Further activities include 
bible breakfasts, pilgrimage to St Albans Abbey, ‘Talking Point’ meeting and annual 
day/weekends away to cathedral cities. 
 
 
 
7. LEADERSHIP 
 
The three churches have strong and committed PCCs who work together with the Vicar – St 
Giles consisting of 10 members, including 2 churchwardens, St John’s 6 members including 
1 churchwarden and All Saints 3 including 1 churchwarden. Each meets six times a year.  
 
The Benefice Churchwardens meet with the Vicar at least three times a year and meetings 
between the PCCs from all three churches are arranged as necessary. 

The churchwardens, together with other PCC members, see their leadership most effective 
in the maintenance of their churches as facilities in the parish, looking after the church fabric 
and ensuring that services are well prepared. 

Our PCCs include members actively committed to caring for our beautiful churches and 
churchyards, fund raising, representation on Deanery Synod, and a vast range of other 
activities and support. 

In addition to the PCC each church has a hardworking and committed team of people who 
work tirelessly. They consist of sidespeople, intercessors, chalice bearers, coffee makers, 
flower arrangers, church cleaners and churchyard maintenance. It would be true to say that 
there are very few members of the congregation who are not committed to at least one task! 
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8. ELECTORAL ROLL 
 
  

 Total Roll 
Non-

Resident 

Totternhoe 45 17 

Stanbridge 29 9 

Tilsworth 12 3 

Benefice 86 29 

 
 
 
9. ORGANISATIONS 
 
Totternhoe 
Our bell-ringers meet on Tuesday evenings for practice and are actively looking to increase 
their number. Two people have recently joined and are enjoying the training. Some ringers 
are church members, others are not, and all are welcome. 
 
Two Bible Study groups meet once a month, one in the evening for those who work and one 
on a Wednesday afternoon for those who find it difficult to get out in the evenings. Both 
select their own material for study and those who attend enjoy the discussions and hearing 
different viewpoints and feel their faith has been enriched and deepened by it. 
 
The St Giles Womens’ Fellowship group meets once a month on a Tuesday afternoon 
usually at the home of one of our church members, and has been a great source of support 
for many women over the years. All are welcome to attend and the varied programme 
includes guest speakers, outings to local garden centres, visits to the Bluebell Wood at the 
nearby Ashridge Estate followed by afternoon tea, and an annual summer dinner and 
Christmas lunch in a very nice pub, to which the Vicar is invited! 
 
Afternoon Tea and Chat happens on the first Monday of the month and provides an 
opportunity for the elderly, lonely and less mobile in the local community to meet with others 
in similar circumstances and enjoy company and conversation. Everyone is welcome and 
transport arranged for those who need it. Those who attend say that it gives them great 
comfort and support, and helps to keep them in touch with what’s going on both in the 
church and in the community. They feel they are part of a ‘family’ who cares about them. 
 
 We have good links with one of the two schools in the parish – historically the Lancot Lower 
School sees itself as being part of the town of Dunstable even though it falls within our 
ecclesiastical parish boundary. Totternhoe Lower School is in transition to becoming a 
Church School and we will continue to build upon the good relationship we have with them. 
Twice a term our Open the Book team uses the assembly time to bring stories from the 
Bible to life for the children and they look forward to our visits. Both schools send small 
groups to the church during the year to enhance their national curriculum requirements for 
Religious Education. The Vicar or Reader helps to facilitate the sessions which cover church 
history, the church year, the church building, the sacraments and prayer. The Vicar does 
make additional visits to the schools and leads assemblies on a variety of topics. The Cubs 
come in to the church once a year to complete their faith badge work which is again 
facilitated by either the Vicar or Reader. 
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10. BUILDINGS 
 
Totternhoe 
St Giles’ Church is built of Totternhoe clunch (limestone) mainly in the Perpendicular style. 
There are two memorial brasses in the floor of the chancel. A stained glass window 
designed by John Piper was installed in 1971. There is a medieval font also made of clunch 
and the nave has a beautiful wooden roof with carved leaf scrolls, figures and bosses. 
The 2015 Quinquennial report detailed assorted matters requiring further investigation and 
possible repair which have not so far been undertaken. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
John Piper window at St Giles 
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The churchyard and recently extended Garden of Remembrance are very well maintained by 
volunteers, apart from an area to the south east where maintenance is financed by the 
Parish Council. 
 

 
 
 
The brick built church hall offers excellent facilities for up to 100 people with fully equipped 
kitchen. The interior has recently been redecorated by a team of volunteers. It is used for 
church related events, several regular weekday bookings and can be booked for children’s 
parties and other events. 
 
Stanbridge 
St. John the Baptist Church is a 13th Century, early English style Church situated on a 
beautiful village green. 
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Stanbridge also houses the vicarage, which is a modern 4 bedroom detached house situated 
on a hill overlooking the village. It is a short walk to St. John the Baptist Church and the 
village school 
 
Tilsworth 
 
All Saints Church is situated on high ground overlooking the mediaeval manor and gateway 
with good views to the south towards Ivinghoe Beacon and the Chilterns. 
 

     
 

View of All Saints Church and part of the parish  
 
The present church probably stands on the site of an earlier building and dates back to the 
13th century. The first recorded vicar was Roger Reinfrey in 1237. The Nave was rebuilt in 
1350 and through the centuries various parts have been added and rebuilt. Generally the 
Church is 15th Century. 
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Since this photograph was taken most of the centre pews have been replaced by 
interlocking chairs and has become a very versatile space for different kinds of worship. 
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The Church is in a good state of repair and decoration and volunteers ensure its order and 
decoration.     
 
Because the churchyard is on a hill and the ground rather uneven it is difficult to maintain, 
however we have a dedicated man who looks after it well and keeps it in an immaculate 
condition. 
 
The Bells 
 

     
 
 
The bells of Tilsworth date back to 1776. They were re-cast and a new Treble added in 1926 
by Taylors of Loughborough. The bells are among the best set of six in Bedfordshire. In 
common with many churches now we have problems recruiting enough bell ringers; it was 
recently decided to combine the practices with Stanbridge which has helped the situation a 
little. 
 
 
11. FINANCE 
The parish share and benefice expenses are split through the benefice on a ratio of 3:2:1 
paid by Totternhoe, Stanbridge and Tilsworth respectively. 
 
Totternhoe 
For the past 2 years there has been a small surplus in the accounts. The main income 
sectors being donations (mainly standing orders and envelopes), wedding and funeral fees, 
church hall hire and fund raising. The higher expense costs being the parish share of 
£24,819 and church and hall running and repair costs.  
 
We raise specific funds to donate to charity each year. 
 
We hold some restricted funds for the bells, church fabric restoration and the living 
churchyard project.  
The financial position will become more challenging as our ageing congregation decreases. 
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Stanbridge 
The expense categories are principally the parish share, cost of services, Church activities 
and utility bills. The parish share is always paid on time, but some recourse to our reserves 
has been necessary for a few years now. 
 
We always support the Bishop's Harvest Appeal and annually hold a Christingle service for 
the Children’s Society. 
 
Tilsworth 
Our church finances are in good shape and usually produce a surplus for us to use for 
capital items or large repairs and improvements.  
 
About half of our income comes in on a regular basis from gift aid, supplemented by 
collections, donations and fees. Our regular fund raising includes our annual fete in the 
grounds of Tilsworth Manor which usually provides over one fifth of our annual income, a 
Christmas bazaar, and harvest supper and auction of produce.  
 
We are also very well supported by the ‘Friends of Tilsworth Church’, who have contributed 
many thousands of pounds to church projects over the years. There is also income from 
Church House which makes a good contribution to our funds in most years. Our surplus 
funds accumulated over the years are held on short term deposit with the Central Board of 
Finance, and in addition we have a Restoration Fund and Bell Fund. 
 
 
12. EXPENSES OF OFFICE 
 
Office expenses are reimbursed in full. We do not currently have any secretarial or office 
provisions. 
 
 
13. COMMUNICATIONS 
 
“Meeting Point” is the Benefice magazine, produced jointly by the three parishes and 
distributed ten times a year to subscribers. The magazine contains details of current church 
services and events, a letter from the Vicar together with contact details for the three 
churches.. Meeting Point is considerably subsidised by the subscriptions from a wide variety 
of local business advertisers. 

The benefice has a website:  http://tstbenefice.org/ with service times, the latest letter from 
the Vicar and 'Dates for your Diary' information.  

A pew sheet is produced each week, giving notification and details of forthcoming services 
across the Benefice, together with Bible readings and church events for the forthcoming 
week. It also lists contact details for the Vicar, Wardens and Lay Readers. 
 
Totternhoe has a village facebook page, and church activities are now being advertised to 
the wider village in this way. 
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14. STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES  
 
Totternhoe 
The strengths at St Giles are a warm and welcoming congregation who are willing to help 
with various activities and general upkeep of buildings, churchyard and administration.  

We have a dedicated PCC who are looking forward to developing a cheerful and effective 
working relationship with the new incumbent. 

Many of the congregation are receptive to various expressions of faith and forms of worship, 
are adaptable, compassionate and have a strong community spirit. 

The challenges facing us are how to extend our appeal to the young and middle-aged 
without upsetting those who lean towards the traditional with some resistance to change.  

We wish to extend our mission into the community. 

There is often a struggle to keep the buildings in good repair and to meet these costs.  

Stanbridge 
Our strengths are a great community spirit within the village, receptive to various 
expressions of faith and forms of worship. We are supportive of NCG activities, we 
participate in teaching and learning opportunities such as house-groups. We are blessed 
with core church members with many years’ experience, and good support from the local 
clubs and groups. 
 
Tilsworth 
Our small but dedicated church community is very welcoming to new young families as they 
move into the village and encourages them to attend our services with their children. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Useful Links 
 
http://totternhoe.com  
 
www.totternhoe.beds.sch.uk  
 
http://www.wildlifebcn.org/reserves/totternhoe  
 
http://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk  
 
https://sandtca.co.uk  


