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GREETINGS 

from 
THE CHURCH OF THE TRANSFIGURATION  

KEMPSTON, BEDFORDSHIRE 
 

We are looking, and praying, for a priest to come and live and minister 
within our local community.  Below is an outline of the person we believe 
God is calling to the Transfiguration.  Could this be you? 
 
ARE YOU CALLED TO BE OUR NEW VICAR? 
 
Would you like to … 
 
 minister to a dedicated and faithful church family 
 serve a congregation who care for each other and have a strong pastoral 

care ethic 
 work with a congregation which is open to engage in new initiatives 
 help the Transfiguration to grow and take a more active role in the local 

community 
 
We are praying for and looking forward to welcoming someone … 
 
 who will develop and enhance the spiritual life of the church  
 who will bring fresh ideas but who will also recognise our traditions 
 who is a strong, empathetic leader able to communicate effectively with 

all age groups  
 who will collaborate with our established worship team and embrace lay 

participation 
 who is willing to be known and be part of the life and heart of Kempston 
 who will be approachable, warm and compassionate and ready to listen 

to young and old 
 who will proactively minister among young families and young people  
 who will welcome, encourage and nurture those new to faith 
 who can walk the walk as well as talk the talk 
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THE CHURCH  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In 1927 Mrs Anne Charles-Williamson, a local 
benefactress, bequeathed £8,000 to the parish for 
building a new church with the stipulation that it was 
to be dedicated to The Transfiguration. The Church 
building was designed by Harold Gibbons and can 
accommodate 350 people. The foundation stone was 
laid in July 1936 although the building work was not 
started until 1938. The Transfiguration was 
consecrated on14 July 1940. (The architect notes 

that it was the first church in the country to be consecrated during the second 
world war).  It was originally a daughter church of All Saints and it replaced St 
John’s, a Victorian church which suffered from subsidence and was eventually 
demolished, and St Stephen’s, the ‘tin tabernacle’ in the new part of Kempston.  
 
The Transfiguration became a parish in its own right in August 1976. 
 
 

 
When the Transfiguration was built The Beds and Herts regiment raised over 
£500 for St George’s Chapel in the Transfiguration, which was intended to be a 
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regimental chapel to commemorate the 250th anniversary of the raising of the 
regiment in 1688.  Some of the Regiment’s colours are now laid up in the church 
and links still remain with the Regimental Association with an Annual Blenheim 
Service held in August each year.  
 

 
 
The stained-glass east window was installed 
in 1972 and is a focal point and the Upper 
Room (Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament) 
upstairs and behind the altar is a place for 
personal prayer and quiet contemplation. 
 
 

 
 
The design of the Transfiguration lends itself to a variety of uses with moveable 
chairs and plenty of space and the building is generally in good order. However, 
there are no adequate toilet or kitchen facilities for general community use in 
the church.  Over the last few years the PCC have considered several ideas to 
extend or alter the building to enable it to be used more effectively by the local 
community and it is hoped that these ideas could be revisited in the future. 
 
The Church Hall is a great asset to the parish as well as providing much-needed 
income. The building consists of a main hall with stage, a smaller carpeted room 
and a kitchen with fridge and cooker.  There is a disabled toilet as well as ladies 
and gents.  Habitat Pre-School meets every day in the Hall and evenings are 
taken up by several community groups and clubs as well as church events. 
 
THE PARISH 
Kempston “new town” developed during the 20th century and is now a mixture 
of Victorian villas, streets of old terraced houses and 1930s estates.  In the 
1980s large developments grew up on either side of the main road and consist 
of mixed private housing and housing association homes. 
 
Kempston was once recorded as the largest village in England but is now a town 
with a population of 25,000+.  The town continues to grow as brown-site areas 
are developed along with areas at the edge of the town which, although still part 
of Kempston, are outside the parish. 
 
There is a mixed ethnic population consisting of members of a variety of 
cultures, many of whom are now considered as second and third generation.  
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Over the last few years Kempston has seen an influx of Polish residents. There 
are relatively few racial tensions in the parish although some do exist. 
 
As the size of the town has increased, so the sense of community has suffered 
but the many (mostly voluntary) organisations help to keep the community spirit 
alive.  Kempston Calling is a well-established free community newspaper which 
is produced monthly and helps to maintain Kempston’s unique identity whilst 
trying to ensure that the town is not subsumed into Bedford 
 
The Saxon Centre – so called because the area was once the site of a Saxon 
burial ground – is the most popular shopping area. It is dominated by 
Sainsbury’s supermarket built in 1976. The Springfield Centre also offers a 
variety of retail outlets and there are a number of independent shops, 
restaurants and fast-food outlets on the main Bedford Road. The parish is well-
served with a library, schools and health care practices. Unfortunately some 
local banks have closed their Kempston branches recently and their main 
business is now based in Bedford. 
 
The parish contains some light industry mostly in the Woburn Road Industrial 
estate on the edge of the parish.  Bedfordshire Police Headquarters is situated 
at the edge of the parish whilst the Bedfordshire Police Traffic Control Unit has 
its base within the parish. The Fire & Rescue Service and the Ambulance 
Service also have headquarters within the parish. 
 
Education in Bedford is passing through a period of transition with Bedfordshire 
changing from a three tier system to two tier. There are primary schools and a 
secondary school in the parish whilst the local Challenger Academy although 
not in the parish is within walking distance.  There are also two schools which 
serve children with Special Needs.   There is a Free School in Bedford and a 
number of independent fee-paying schools catering for pupils from 3-18 years 
four of which come under the umbrella of the Harpur Trust.   
 
Clergy and lay members of the congregation have been involved in leading 
Assemblies at two of the local schools and the puppet ministry has been popular 
with the pupils and staff alike.  
 
The elderly are well catered for with two residential homes, one of which has a 
day-care centre, and three warden controlled units. A monthly Communion 
Service is celebrated at one of the units. Members of the congregation and the 
clergy serve on the Board of Trustees of St John’s Homes, a complex of alms-
houses situated just outside the parish  
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Addison Howard Park is a well-loved and well-used facility which is sited 
opposite the church and the riverside walks provide another accessible area of 
natural beauty.  Leisure facilities include a Youth and Outdoor Centre, a 
swimming pool with gym, indoor bowls centre and a number of community halls.  
There are facilities for football, tennis and cricket within the parish. Project 229 
provides an open access community resource for the delivery of a range of 
services for children, young people and families from Kempston and the 
surrounding areas.  
 
Kempston East Methodist church is situated in the parish as is a Gurdwara, the 
Bunyan Road Christian Fellowship, The Church of Our Lady and the New Life 
Pentecostal Church. The Grace Church meets regularly in the Addison Centre 
a large community hall situated in Addison Howard Park. The Seventh Day 
Adventists use the Transfiguration church hall regularly and the Greek Orthodox 
Church hold occasional services at the Transfiguration. 
 
Kempston is approximately 2.5 miles from the market town of Bedford and 
buses run every 12 minutes.  There are also good transport links with Milton 
Keynes, Oxford and Cambridge.  
 
 
WORSHIP AND THE CHURCH FAMILY 
Traditionally a liberal catholic Parish Church, the Transfiguration is outward 
looking and endeavours to meet the needs of the local community. The 
approach to ministry at the Transfiguration is collaborative and a Worship Team 
is now well established. The team, is made up of a Licensed Reader and two 
Lay Leaders of Worship in training who have been co-leading worship for some 
years and who regularly assist in the Praise Services and regular Sunday 
Eucharists.  
 
The Transfiguration is a Training Parish and 
has proved a firm foundation for the 
development of first-time curates for many 
years; the current Curate is in her third year of 
training.  The Transfiguration would like to 
remain as a training parish and it is hoped that 
the new incumbent is someone who has 
training skills and experience and who enjoys 
working with colleagues in a creative 
partnership.   A licensed Reader and non-
stipendiary retired priest complete the ministry 
team at the Transfiguration 
 

The Rev’d Victoria Bryson - Curate 
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The children’s area in the church is a magnet for younger members of the 
congregation during services. A playhouse, books, toys, paper and colouring 
material are provided and parents can supervise from their seats 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
On Sunday mornings children are invited to 
accompany the hymns on percussion 
instruments and march round the church. 
Children take an active part in the non-
Eucharistic Praise Services on the first 
Sunday of the month. There is usually an 
interactive children’s sermon before the 
children go to a supervised table with craft 
relevant to the theme of the morning. 
Birthdays and Baptism anniversaries are 
celebrated at this service. 
 
A house Prayer Group meets fortnightly and some members of the congregation 
attend Bible Study with Communion on Tuesday evenings.  A lay-led, flexible, 
Seekers Group meets monthly and explores wide-ranging aspects of faith 
 
Eight members of the congregation have been commissioned as Pastoral 
Assistants and act as an umbrella of prayer and care. Each member of the group 
has a number of the congregation under their care and the team meet quarterly 
to ensure that all members of the congregation are covered and cared for. 
 
Members of the congregation share in worship by leading intercessions, reading 
lessons and serving at the altar and a number are approved as chalice 

Who’s had a Birthday this month?
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administrators.  Around fifteen members of the congregation in teams of three 
or four act as sidespersons at Sunday morning Services.  
 
Transfig Tots is a mother and toddler group for pre-school children and their 
carers which meets on Tuesday afternoons during term time. The group offers 
a friendly, informal, setting where children can play and the adults can chat over 
a cup of tea. The craft sessions and singing are very popular The Tots group 
continues to offer an important outreach into the community and a valuable link 
to the Church.   
 
Transfig Kids caters for children up to 11 years old.  
Sessions usually include a story, craft, worship, games and 
a snack and drink. Children are encouraged to bring friends 
and everyone is welcome. Parents/carers are welcome to 
stay and join in the activities.  
 
A number of members of the congregation have been 
involved in a Puppet Ministry which has been enjoyed by 
young and old alike at the Morning Praise services and in 
school assemblies with some success. 
 
 

The Kempston branch of the Mothers’ Union includes 
members from both The Church of the Transfiguration and 
All Saints Church, Kempston. There are twenty-five 
members and three non-members who attend meetings. 
In addition, there are four Prayer Circle Friends. Links with 
the Deanery and Diocese are strong, with members 
attending many events throughout the year. Members 
support the church fetes and provide items for Yarlswood 
Detention Centre and knitted garments for Bedford 
Hospital Stroke Rehabilitation Ward. Meetings are open to 
all and are held in the Hall lounge at the Transfiguration 

every third Wednesday of each month. A Mothers’ Union Communion service 
is held in the afternoon of the first Wednesday of each month 

 
SAFEGUARDING 
The PCC has recently reviewed and updated its Safeguarding Policy which 
covers Children and Vulnerable Adults in line with the House of Bishops’ 
Policies and Practice Guidance.  The parish has appointed a Parish 
Safeguarding Officer and the Churchwardens, members of the PCC and anyone 
involved with either children or vulnerable adults have already attended, or will 
shortly attend, safeguarding training. 
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REGULAR SERVICES AT THE TRANSFIGURATION 
     
DAY SERVICE TIME 
1ST SUNDAY 
of month 

Said Communion 9.30 am 

 Morning Praise (non-Eucharistic family 
service) 

10.45 am 

2nd SUNDAY 
 

Said Communion with hymns 10.00 am 

3rd SUNDAY 
 

Sung Communion with Healing 10.00 am 

4th/5th 
SUNDAYS 

Sung Communion 10.00 am 

TUESDAY Short Communion with Bible Study 7.30 pm 

WEDNESDAY Morning Prayer (BCP) 9.00 am 

1st 
WEDNESDAY 
of month 

Mothers Union Communion 2.00 pm 

2nd 
WEDNESDAY 
of month 

Communion Service at Blenheim Court 
(warden controlled homes) 

2.00 pm 

 
SPECIAL SERVICES 
CHRISTINGLE  
A joint service is held annually with All Saints Kempston with the two churches 
hosting in alternate years 
 

 FAMILY NATIVITY 
 A traditional Nativity service is held at 4 pm on Christmas Eve and is very well 
supported by the local community. All children who attend are invited to dress 
appropriately and to join in the Nativity tableau. 
 

EASTER 
Maundy Thursday - The Last Supper is commemorated with a Eucharistic 
Supper in the church hall with appropriate readings and hymns. This is followed 
by the Watch of the Passion in the church 
Good Friday – An ecumenical service is held at alternately at the Transfiguration 
or the East Methodist church.  This is followed by a walk of witness to the Saxon 
Centre where a short act of worship takes place. 
The Last Hour Vigil is kept at the Transfiguration in the afternoon and Stations 
of the Cross are followed in the evening. 
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GARDEN OF REMEMBRANCE 
The new Garden of Remembrance was consecrated in 2015 for the interment 
of ashes for people who were born in Kempston or who have lived in the town.  
The Garden, situated on the east side of the church, offers exclusive rights for 
the interred ashes in perpetuity.   Members of the congregation were given the 
opportunity to purchase plots for themselves or their families thus helping to 
raise the funds to build the  Garden.   A Wall of Remembrance bearing a number 
of brass plaques in memory of those who have died irrespective of where they 
may be interred is situated in a Memorial Alcove which is at the entrance to the 
Garden. 
 
FINANCE 
For some years the Transfiguration has been able to meet its Parish share in 
full under the eagle eye of the Treasurer who keeps a ‘tight rein’ on expenditure.  
However, there are items of expenditure which will have to be addressed in the 
not too distant future. The sound system in the church requires updating but this 
will mean updating the electrical system which is old and would not be able to 
cope with modern technology and multiple electric sockets.  In addition the 
heating engineers have recommended that a second boiler be installed to 
ensure that the church is comfortable during the winter months. 
 

Social events are held regularly along with a 
Summer Fete and Christmas Fayre all of which 
help to boost the funds, some of which are 
allocated annually to various charities both local, 
national and international.   The Transfiguration 
supports the Childrens’ Society regularly and also 
has an on-going collection for the local food bank 
 

 
 
The 100+ Club raises a creditable sum for church funds whilst at the same time 
giving people the chance to win a monetary prize each month. 
 
The Electoral Roll membership is currently just under 80 and there is a cross 
section of ages in the congregation.  The congregation are now encouraged to 
make their regular offerings by Direct Debit and to Gift Aid wherever possible 
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INCOME 2016 ‐ £77,095

Planned Giving Open Collections Give Aid recovered

Donations Restricted Income Church Activities

44%

13%

25%

4%

12%

1%1%

EXPENDITURE 2016 ‐ £66768

Parish Share Clergy & Staffing Costs
Church & Hall Runing Expenses Donations
Garden of Remembrance Cost of Church Activities
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THE CHURCH HALL 
 
In addition to being used by Habitat pre-school 
every day the Hall, which adjoins the church, 
is also hired out regularly in the evenings and 
weekends by a number of groups and is a 
useful source of income for the church.  A 
number of local residents also use the car park 
behind the hall thus providing another small 
but useful source of income. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
There is an enclosed play area at the back 
of the hall with artificial grass and shrubs 
which  Habitat pre-school installed after 
consultation with the PCC. Habitat are 
happy for the area to be used by church 
members and it is popular with the 
children when parents are chatting in the 
hall at coffee time after Sunday services. 
 
 
ECUMENICAL L INKS 
The Transfiguration is part of the Shalom Group of Churches which includes 
among others the Moravian Church, Queen’s Park and the Holy Child and St 
Joseph’s Catholic Church in Bedford.  A Deanery Cluster, which comprises the 
Elstow Team Ministry, All Saints Church, Kempston, St James’ Church, 
Biddenham and All Saints Church Queen’s Park together with the 
Transfiguration meets regularly and some joint services have taken place. 
 

The main hall 

The lounge The kitchen and serving hatch 
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The Good Friday morning ecumenical service and Walk of Witness from the 
Transfiguration usually includes Kempston Methodist Church, The Church of 
Our Lady Catholic Church and the Bunyan Road Christian Fellowship 
 
MUSIC 
The Transfiguration has a pipe organ which was 
originally built by A Hunter of London.  The organ 
was purchased from Pembury Free church in 1989 
and rebuilt at the Transfiguration by Robert Shaftoe.  
 
Two organists share playing for Sunday services 
and the church also owns a keyboard mainly used 
at the Family Praise services on the first Sunday of 
the month. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sadly the Transfiguration does not have a choir at the present time but members 
of the congregation sometimes join the children at the front of the church in 
singing praise songs on the first Sunday of the month. 
 
ACCOMMODATION 
The four-bedroomed Vicarage is situated to the side of the Church with the study 
designed to face on to the Church entrance.   The house was purpose built 28 
years ago and has a small, enclosed and manageable garden. It makes a good 
family home but is not too large for a single incumbent. 
 
The Curate’s three-bedroomed end of terrace house is owned by the PCC and 
is a short walk from the church. 
 
CHALLENGES 
Challenges facing the new incumbent will be to encourage young families and 
nurture those with new or little faith and helping to make the church more 
community orientated, outward focused and relevant to the people of Kempston.  
Practical challenges will include making the buildings more accessible for 
community use which will mean providing toilet and kitchen facilities, renewing 
the sound system and upgrading the heating system  
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PICTURE GALLERY 

 

 
 

View from the church looking 
towards Bedford Road 

View of the church from 
Bedford Road 

The Font 
Transferred from St John’s 

Sharing the Peace 

Taking collections Showing our craft work 

The Church of the Transfiguration 


