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Understanding your church 
building 

Fundraising and Engaging Visitors



Fundraising 

Making a Statement of Case to support some grant applications

• Why your church is important – for heritage, the place, parish and community

• What your problem and need is

• The negative impacts on the building and people of not dealing with them

• Your project for tackling them and how much it will cost

• Your track record of caring for your church building

• Why you need the money and how much

• The positive results for the church and people that the funder will help 
achieve by giving a grant



You are a salesman - selling your 
church and yourself

• Paint a picture of your church 

• Show photos and give boosting quotes

• Say how it is part of your place and 
landscape

• Give facts and passion – it is ‘wonderful’ 
and ‘beautiful’ 

• Pick out some of its big hits

• Talk about people  

• Say what the parish and community 
think and feel about it



All Saints is the Parish Church of Milton Ernest, a village five 
miles north-west of Bedford which straddles the A6. All Saints 
Church is on the eastern side of the village at Thurleigh Road, 
Milton Ernest, Bedfordshire, MK44 1RF. 

All Saints Church is of exceptional interest as a Grade I listed 
building and adds so much to the character of the area. It also 
has a fascinating relationship to its surroundings.

To the south-east are the traces of the houses and streets of 
the much larger village that was the setting for the church in 
medieval times. 

The ‘humps and bumps’ of the shrunken village can be seen 
from the public footpath and is a Scheduled Ancient 
Monument. 

Closer still to the church is the listed 17th century Manor 
Farmhouse. 

All Saints, Milton Ernest 

Selected text for statement of case 
on why the church is special 



From Bedford Road (A6) to the south-west there is a fine 
view across the wide Village Open Space towards the lych
gate, churchyard and magnificent stone tower beyond –
the most important landmark inside and outside Milton 
Ernest. 

The west tower has simple, square-cut lines with only 
modest openings in the masonry walls. In this view it looks 
as if it is protecting the body of the church behind.

The churchyard wall is built of shelly Oolitic limestone 
rubble laid in courses and weathered to a lovely grey to 
yellow as is much of the church. 

This stone was taken from local quarries next to the River 
Great Ouse which meanders on the western side of Milton 
Ernest. The limestone gives this and other villages of the 
upper Great Ouse so much of their wonderful, special 
character. 



On the south side of the church is an impressive two-story 
porch - upper floors of porches could be used as school 
rooms or to house priests. Large openings in the walls of 
the aisle and nave above are filled with Perpendicular 
tracery and glass under gently curving arches.

Entering the church you are struck by the light flooding in 
through the south windows and the beautiful arcades 
running east towards the chancel. 





Engaging visitors 





Helping people 
understand a church

Why does a church look the way 
it does?

What are all the parts for?

Why do they look the way they 
do?

Why are they in the place they 
are?

What is going on? 

Jacobean pulpit at St Michael, St Albans





In Aldenham churchyard is a monument to Midshipman Robert Smith. Robert died aged 19 
on HMS Victory at the Battle of Trafalgar.

He wrote to his parents on Sunday evening: 

As I expect to be in Action to-morrow morning with the Enemy of our Country, the idea of 
which I assure you gives me great pleasure, in case I shall fall in the noble cause have 
wrote these few last lines to assure you that I shall die with a clear conscience, pure 
heart and in peace with all men.





Tell stories of and through people

The tales of the rich and poor and everyone in between
are interesting and important 



Events make dates and timelines real 

Different churches can tell different general stories 



Engaging visitors

Three fascinating stories
Five or more things to discover

Info next to features
Leaflets and guides

Exhibition banners and boards
Websites – info 

Websites - virtual tours
Trained guides

Activities and events
National Lottery and Consultants



A good, welcoming 
display from Bamburgh

But panels can be  
photocopies on board 

Information sheets can 
be A4 copies and 
laminated



allsaintshr.co.uk heritageopendays.org.uk





totteridgechurch.org.uk               About Us/History & Famous people from the past https://www.explorechurches.org/church/st-andrew-totteridge



explorechurches.org

Explorechurches.org/
your-church

Your church is unique. 

We would be very happy to be 
able to encourage people to 
visit it. 

All you need to do is complete 
our online form. 

Promote your church 
• Add a link 
• Hashtag to promote on social media

Create an Experience

Tell your story
• Taking great photos and videos
• Trails of Discover 

Online advice & training 

Help from us 



Engaging visitors but not a museum
A living, active church 

The quiet visitor in search of peace 
‘A serious house on serious earth it is’


