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On the 17 March 2016, two hundred pupils from all over the UK took part in an 
incredible Guinness World Record attempt to create the fastest Pupil Pipeline. It was 
fast, tense and a lot of fun! They had to beat 30 minutes and amazingly managed to 
do it in just 16 minutes and 32 seconds! Watch our video to see it  
all in action: https://youtu.be/LeWdSKOnK00 

Think you can do better? Hold your own record breaking Pupil Pipeline using cups.

• Give each participant a plastic or paper cup. Everyone taking part will need one.

• You will also need two large containers or buckets. Mark out 10 litres on one of the 
containers and place it at the end of the Pupil Pipeline. The other bucket should be 
filled with water (use around 20 litres and refill when needed).

• Blow a whistle and start the clock. The first person in the line needs to scoop water 
from the bucket using their cup and pour it into the next person’s cup and then 
they pour into the next person’s and so on. The first in line needs to  
keep scooping and pouring the water, creating a constant flow.  
The last person in line needs to empty the water into the empty bucket.

• When the water level reaches the 10 litre mark, stop the clock and the  
Pipeline! The time to beat is 16 minutes and 32 seconds. We’d love to  
hear how you get on.

• Take this even further and ask the pupils to dress up in blue or fancy  
dress to take part.
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For this race, you will need ladles, empty buckets and water filled 
buckets. Organise your groups into relay teams and stand them 
behind the start line one behind the other.

Each team should be given a ladle. An empty bucket should be 
placed by the side of each team.

Mark a finish line a set distance away from the start and line up 
a row of buckets filled with water. Each team member needs to 
run to the filled water buckets, scoop up water in their ladle and 
empty it into their team bucket as fast as they can in a set time. 
The winning team is the one with the most water in their bucket 
at the end of the race.

 

Organise the groups into relay teams with each member lining 
up one behind the other. Each team member should be given 
a spoon. A water balloon (the egg) is placed on the first team 
members’ spoon. They have to walk to a set point and back to 
their team without dropping the ‘egg’ and pass it to the next 
person’s spoon. The winning team is the team that manages to 
finish the relay without dropping and bursting the water balloon.
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