
 

WaterAid are the water experts

Church ideas sheet

Harvest Prayer

Diarrhoea caused by dirty water and bad sanitation is the 
second biggest child killer worldwide. A lack of clean water 
and toilets keeps children out of school, stops women 
from working, and traps people in poverty.

WaterAid has teams in 37 countries and transforms millions  
of lives every year by improving access to safe water, 
sanitation and hygiene. Find out more on their website –  
www.wateraid.org/uk/where-we-work 

One of the countries they work in is Madagascar, which is 
the fourth-largest island in the world, lying off the coast of 
East Africa with a population of almost 22 million people. 
Yet it is also one of the world’s poorest countries with 90% 
of the population living on less than £1.50 per day.  

This year, the Bishop’s Harvest Appeal is supporting 
WaterAid’s work in two rural areas in the Bongolava region 
of Madagascar, where the situation is particularly dire. 
Here, fewer than 1 in 5 families have access to safe water, 
and fewer than 1 in 10 have access to toilets.

The aim is to bring safe water and good sanitation and 
hygiene practises to over 35,000 people living in these 
communities, through building 131 water points and 8 
school toilet blocks. 

The water will be provided through 6 gravity flow 
water systems. Community involvement is key for all of 
WaterAid’s projects, and the local people have already 
been enthusiastically helping to dig trenches. WaterAid 
also trains water committees and technicians to make sure 
that the water points can be maintained for the long-term, 
and that the quality of the water can be regularly tested.   

Ernestine Rasolovelo is a famer, living 
in Ambohimanarina village in Madagascar. Her life is very 
hard. She supports her family on the equivalent of just 30p 
a day by selling tomatoes and cassava, but it is difficult 
to grow enough food to eat and sell because of a lack of 
water and land.

At present, the only source of water in the village is an 
unprotected shallow well at the bottom of a steep hill. 
The water becomes muddy in the rainy season and it is the 
main cause of diarrhoeal diseases in the community.

Fetching water is very tiring and painful for Ernestine and 
daughter, Faniry. After visiting the well, Ernestine must 
struggle back up it with her baby strapped to her back as 
well as carrying a 20 litre jerrycan of water on her head. 

Carrying heavy containers of water is hard for Faniry as 
well. The weight of the jerrycan damages her growing 
bones, and the time spent collecting water means that she 
misses out on school. 

Ernestine is looking forward to the day that the community 
receives a supply of clean, safe water.

“I am really happy because if God wills it, we will 
get running water. I am sure we’re not going to be 
disappointed and we’ve already dug 15 kilometres of 
trenches to bring the water to our village.” 

Jesus, source of living water, thank you for the abundance of your love and care; 
to all those who are thirsty, you say ‘come and drink’.

We ask that through our generosity, your love will flow to those in need of clean, 
safe water. Please bless the rural communities of Madagascar by purifying, 
protecting and multiplying their water sources, so that without fear of harming 
themselves or their children, they may find nourishment.

We pray that through the Harvest Appeal lives will be transformed and 
communities strengthened, in your name. 

Amen

Meet Ernestine 

Faniry collecting water for her family’s needs.
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For many across the world, without clean safe water, life is 
incredibly hard. The work of WaterAid is built on a simple 
fact – water is life-giving and brings about transformation.  
This is what we long to see for the thirsty villages of 
Madagascar.  

Change for change 
Acts 4:32-35

The idea of mutuality was something that was quite 
natural in the early church.  Thoughts such as ‘your need is 
my need’, ‘we are in this together’, ‘what’s mine is yours’ 
led to the writer of Acts declaring that ‘All the believers 
were one in heart and mind.’ (Acts 4:32).  But this ‘oneness’ 
didn’t end there with a feeling of solidarity, it made a 
difference to their behavior too;  ‘No one claimed that any 
of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything 
they had.’  (Acts 4:33).

Harvest time gives us the opportunity to celebrate with 
gratitude all that God has given us and to share with those 
in need.  Why not decide to live more simply for a week or 
so in this Harvest period – eat simpler meals, go without 
treats, etc.- and give the coins you save towards our 
Harvest Appeal – let it be ‘change for change’.

Life-giving water 
John 4:13-14

Water is essential to life.  Jesus used the image of water in 
his teaching because it is essential.  He chose the image of 
abundant water to illustrate that he is the life-giver, that 
through him God’s abundant love flows into our hearts.  
But of course, as Christians we know that God’s love flows 
further still, from our lives to the lives of others in need, as 
we pray, care and give.   

Add a little sweetness! 
Madagascar is the world’s major natural vanilla producer. 
Celebrate this delicious spice with vanilla flavoured cakes 
and desserts to sell after your church Harvest lunch.

Get cooking! 
Ask your congregation to contribute a recipe for your own 
church cookbook, and sell it, with proceeds going to the 
Appeal. Or send them in to appear on the Appeal website, 
with a £5 donation. 

Inspire some friendly competition! 
Organise a bake off at church and encourage your keenest 
bakers to give a small donation to take part. You could 
invite the rest of the congregation to vote for the winner, 
again, giving a small donation to participate in the tasting!

Everyone bring a dish! 
You could ask everyone to bring a dish to church for 
Harvest, and share them after the service. Each person 
could make a donation for the tap water they drink. 

Visit www.harvestappeal.org for  
presentations of the project, more resources  
& fundraising ideas. 

Fundraising ideas

Churches and Schools participating in this year’s 
Harvest Appeal should send their cheque – payable 
to St Albans DBF – for the total sum of all donations 
received, plus proceeds from events, including any Gift 
Aid reclaimed, to:  
The Bishop of St Albans’ Harvest Appeal 2016 c/o 
Holywell Lodge, 41 Holywell Hill, St Albans AL1 1HE

An Individual can also give directly online, at  
www.harvestappeal.org – it will then be our partner 
organisation, WaterAid, who is able to reclaim Gift Aid.

How to give

Sermon seeds

 £5  could pay for a tap.

 £300  could protect a spring for 700 people 
with local water resource management 
committee training.

 £1,000  could pay to install a handpump, 
changing a community forever.

What your support can provide
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