
Please join the annual Bishop’s Harvest Appeal 2016. This 
year, we’re supporting WaterAid’s work in two rural areas 
in the Bongolava region of Madagascar. 

About Madagascar
Madagascar is the fourth-largest island in the world, lying 
off the coast of East Africa with a population of almost 
22 million people. Yet it is also one of the world’s poorest 
countries with 90% of the population living on less than 
£1.50 per day.  

In the Bongolava region fewer than 1 in 5 families have 
access to safe water, and fewer than 1 in 10 to toilets. 

Diarrhoea caused by dirty water and bad sanitation is 
the second biggest child killer worldwide. A lack of clean 
water and toilets keeps girls out of school, stops women 
from working, and traps people in poverty.

WaterAid are aiming to bring safe water and good 
sanitation and  
hygiene practices to  
over 35,000 people  
living in the  
Bongolava region,  
through building 131  
water points and  
8 school toilet blocks.  
 

   

Transformational water
Harvest is a fantastic opportunity to encourage children 
to give thanks for the food we are able to grow and enjoy. 
It’s also a chance for them to reflect and express gratitude 
in other areas of their life. 

Life in Madagascar
1. Ask the children, 
what, apart from food, 
we need to survive. 
Explain that water is 
essential for life and 
without clean, safe water 
life becomes very difficult.

2. Explain that for some 
communities, like those in 
Madagascar, women and children 
have to get up early each morning to go and collect water 
for their families. This water has to be enough to wash, 
drink and cook with. 

There is rarely enough to water crops and if there has 
been little rain, then the harvest can be poor. 

Meet Faniry
3. Display or give out the images of Faniry. Explain that 
Faniry is from Ambohimanarina village in Madagascar, 
where there is no safe source of water. 

Faniry is 13 years old and has to spend two hours a day 
fetching water from an open well. Along with her mum, 
Faniry gets up very early in the morning to walk to the 
well, so they don’t have to queue for so long, and avoid 
the water being churned up too much with mud.   The 
water still isn’t good to drink though – it is dirty and 
unsafe; often it makes people in the village very sick. 

The well is located at 
the bottom of a steep 
hill, and Faniry has to 
carry a heavy jerry can 
of water up and down, 
which makes her tired 
and damages her 
growing bones. 

Faniry often misses 
school because she 
has to collect water 
instead.

 

Young people and children’s ideas sheet

Aims
•  To find out about life in Madagascar, and how to 

cook simple recipes.

•  To consider the effects of not having clean water 
and sanitation.

•  To reflect on the things we can be grateful for.

•  To take action towards helping people gain 
access to safe water and sanitation.
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Girls living in the Bongolava region 
walking to collect water
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4. The children can look through the images, then think 
and talk about Faniry’s daily task of collecting water. 
Points you may like to suggest they consider:

•  What does the water look like? Would you drink it? 
•  How do you think it would feel to lift and carry the 

container onto your head? Does it look difficult?
•  How would you feel once you have returned from 

collecting the water?
•  What might Faniry be missing out on by having to 

collect water every day?
•  What might happen if you drank the water in the 

picture?

5. Ask the children to consider a day in the life of a 
13-year-old girl in the UK, and compare it to Faniry’s day. 
They should reflect on what both girls would be doing in 
a typical day, how they might be feeling and what their 
hopes and dreams might be. 

Meet Françoise 
6. Explain that last year WaterAid provided safe water 
and toilets to the village of Morarano in Madagascar.

7. Explain that Françoise is a mum living in the village, and 
read out the quote below.

“My family and I were personally affected by the lack 
of safe water in our village. I was really struggling with 
everything; with my boys, the water, our health and also 
the food we needed every day. But since we got safe 
running water and toilets in our village, this situation 
has changed and our life is very much better now. I have 
more time now to work in the paddy field and grow 
more rice to cover our needs.

Occasionally I sell some vegetables when I have more 
than I need. This allows me to buy things like oil, sugar, 
salt and other daily products.’

I no longer have the same life as before water came to 
the village. I thank God!”

Françoise’s children can also now always go to school, 
instead of fetching water. They are able to learn and can 
build a future for themselves. 

8. Ask the children to make a list of all of the benefits 
that having safe water has brought to Françoise and her 
family. Encourage them to share their thoughts and ideas 
with the rest of the group on how life has improved. 

Market stall
Using what the children have learnt about the work of 
WaterAid and Madagascar, encourage your class or group 
to host a market stall in school or church, so that together, 
we can help bring safe, clean water to some of the world’s 
poorest communities.

Here are some ideas for your market stall:

•  Create a traditional Malagasy cake such as Godrogodro 
(vanilla spice cake) - recipe available to download from 
www.harvestappeal.org.

•  Make some cakes and use blue food colouring to 
colour the icing and give it a watery theme.

•   Ask for a £1 donation for each cake.

•  Decorate your market stall with water droplets. 
Children could write a harvest prayer in the droplet. 
You can download the water droplet template from 
www.harvestappeal.org

Act of kindness
Ask the children to serve cold drinks at a church or school 
occasion, for small tips which could be donated to the 
Harvest Appeal. Highlight the importance of having clean, 
safe water to drink and giving to others.

Bring learning about water to life
WaterAid’s network of inspiring school speakers can bring 
water issues in Madagascar and around the world to life 
in your classroom. All speakers are trained volunteers 
and the service is completely free. Why not book a talk at 
www.wateraid.org/speakers to kick off your fundraising? 

Visit www.harvestappeal.org for even more resources 
and fundraising ideas including presentations that you can 
use for an assembly. 

Jesus, 

thank you for your overflowing love and care for us.  
Please help us to share your love and be generous in 
helping to provide clean, safe water to people living in 
Madagascar.  Bless their lives, Lord, as this safe water 
allows them to drink, wash, cook and grow food  
without fear. 

Amen 

How to give
Churches and Schools participating in this year’s Harvest 
Appeal should send their cheque – payable to St Albans 
DBF – for the total sum of all donations received, plus 
proceeds from events, including any Gift Aid reclaimed, 
to: The Bishop of St Albans’ Harvest Appeal 2016 c/o 
Holywell Lodge, 41 Holywell Hill, St Albans AL1 1HE

An Individual can also give directly online, at  
www.harvestappeal.org – it will then be our partner 
organisation, WaterAid, who is able to reclaim Gift Aid.

 £5  could pay for a tap.

 £300  could protect a spring for 700 people 
with local water resource management 
committee training.

 £1,000  could pay to install a handpump, changing 
a community forever.

What your support can provide

Children’s prayer


