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There is a wonderful symmetry between Ash Wednesday, 40 days before Easter and Ascension, 40 days after.  It 

is a season of such richness and yet so often we seem to miss the point.  Ascension is not about Jesus going 

further away so much as bringing the Kingdom of God nearer, in all its glittering glory.  How can we make that 

point in our worship?  The recent advent of Thy Kingdom Come … materials highlight the imperative of wearing 

our faith on our sleeve and allowing the worship that we offer to affect our lives that we lead.  Finally what can 

we do with the celebration of Pentecost that allows the Holy Spirit to act in our lives?  Here are a few ideas! 

Ascension Day 
The most misunderstood festival in the Church today! 
Why not anoint in glitter and holy oil as part of your worship?   
 
There is a fully worked out service for you to adapt available at 
https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/faith/liturgy-and-worship/ 
(click on Ascension Day) 
 
When you anoint in glitter possible words you can use are: 
I sign you with the sign of the cross, the sign of Christ.  May the 
glory of God’s Kingdom be visible in the world through you.  
 
After the service, make sure you celebrate in other sparkly ways 
like prosecco or sparklers, or set a large firework rocket off in the 
churchyard to make the point that God uses the worship we share 
to inspire the lives that we lead to bring the Kingdom of God 
nearer the earth in which we live. 

Song 
Come holy Spirit (from the Iona Community).  Listen to it being 

taught here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fHnmEziRu_g 

Thy Kingdom Come … 
Ten days of focussed prayer starting on 10th May 2018 

It is worthwhile planning your church’s involvement now.  Watch the video at the ‘Thy  

Kingdom Come’ website:   https://www.thykingdomcome.global/#Pledge2PrayCounter. 

It may well be fruitful to play it in church on one of the Sundays after Easter and 

plan together as a congregation (click on play video near the top of the page). 

The website above gives a whole host of possible resources (including many new ones).  These are some of 

our favourites: 

Messy Church ideas: 

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/uploads/resources/Thy_Kingdom_Come_Get_Messy_session_2018.pdf 

Prayer walking:  A community ichthus trail: 

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/uploads/resources/TKC_ichthus.pdf 

A book of all age worship resources: 

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/downloads/TKC%20Church%20Pack%20Booklet%20AW3(1).pdf 

Decide what you are going to offer as a church and how much takes place in Sunday services and how much 

at other times.  And then get praying! 

The Diocesan dedicated webpage https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/faith/thy-kingdom-come/ allows you to 

share good ideas and how they went and hear what other parishes are doing. 

Video 
See what you think of this! 

 

You can buy it for $15 from Worship House 

Media.  Go to www.worshiphousemedia.com 

and type in Jesus arose into the search 

facility. 

It provides a really good introduction into the 

theme of Ascension. 
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If you want more details about anything on this 

sheet, please email us at stalbansdwlc@gmail.com 
 

To receive these sheets direct to your inbox email 

us at the same address asking to be put onto the 

circulation list. 
 

As usual we ran out of space and you will have lots 

more good practice which you can share.  Do send 

us your own experiences of worship during 

Ascension and Pentecost. 

The Sunday after Ascension 
If you are despondent about the number of people 

coming to church on Ascension Day why not offer 

anointing with glitter on Sunday morning as well.  It is 

a particularly all age piece of worship (which also 

works very well in schools) and encourages people to 

look for signs of the Kingdom of God in the world. 

The most natural time to anoint is at communion 

after receiving bread and wine or a blessing. 

Times and Seasons also contains a powerful short 

responsary praying for the coming of the Holy 

Spirit which works well at the end of the service 

and on Ascension Day.  It is mirrored by a similar 

version can be used at the beginning of worship at 

Pentecost.  (See pages 480 and 492) 

You may wish to read Acts 1:  12 – 14 after the 

final hymn, then … 

Silence is kept 

 

As we wait in silence 

Make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

As we listen to your word 

Make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

As we worship you in majesty 

Make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

As we long for your refreshing 

Make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

As we long for your renewing 

Make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

As we long for your equipping 

Make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

As we long for your empowering 

Make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

You may wish to sing a short chorus such as ‘Spirit 

of the Living God’ 

Blessing 

Waiting expectantly for the promised Holy Spirit 

Go in the peace of Christ.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

The response for Pentecost replaces  

Make us ready for your coming Spirit  

with    Fill us with your Spirit 

 

Pentecost 
The material in Times and Seasons for Pentecost is very worthy 

but also very wordy!  Do you ever find that too many words can 

quench the Spirit?  How can we use our worship to draw out 

some of the attributes of such a multi-faceted person of the 

Trinity?!  Perhaps the answer is to focus on a different quality of 

the Holy Spirit each year. 

Here are a few ideas. 

It is very effective to start the worship 

praying for anointing in the Spirit.  You 

may wish to use the responsary 

mentioned at the bottom of the 

adjacent column.   

A possible order which merges The Gathering with The 

Word might be: 

Focus on (or gather round) Paschal Candle 

Easter Greeting 

Collect 

Pentecost Responsary 

Acts 2:  1 - 13 reading 

Song praying for the Spirit to come 

Confession (B60 from New Patterns is particularly suitable) 

Absolution 

Song of Praise or Gloria 

Second half of Acts reading 

Song preparing for Gospel … 

You can then lead into prayers or a Liturgy of the Sacrament 

that focus upon opening ourselves up to the Spirit. 

If you want to focus on the Spirit driving us out to spread 

the Good News then having a balloon (red of course) 

release at the end of the service is very powerful.  You can 

now buy balloons which biodegrade quickly and the Helium 

in cylinders is apparently all recycled. 

Get a working party together to inflate the balloons on the 

morning of use and tie them to the ends of rows of seats.  

During the final hymn distribute the balloons and invite 

everyone to follow the crucifer outside.  Then … 

To a troubled world peace from Christ. 

To a searching world love from Christ. 

To a waiting world hope from Christ. 

Let us spread Christ’s love with the power of the Spirit 

Thanks be to God 

Everyone is invited to release their balloons and commit to letting 

the Spirit of Christ spread throughout the world 

Blessing 

Filled with the Spirit’s power, 

go in the light and peace of Christ.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

And if you want to emphasize the Spirit’s role in 

transforming communities then the Commission in Times 

and Seasons at the end of the dismissal of the Pentecost 

liturgy on p501 (omitting the Blessing of Light) is almost 

shocking in its intensity and certainly brings you up short 

when you say it. 
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