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The Resurrection is the beginning of a new life with Christ.  The beginning of the Kingdom of Heaven on earth once 

again.  Yet, sometimes, Easter Day seems like the end of a process rather than the start.  We celebrate with Paschal 

candles and Easter Eggs and then everyone goes away on holiday and by the time they come back life goes on as normal 

instead of being changed forever.  This month’s sheet give some suggestions about how we might enable our worship to 

continue to rejoice in the new life of Christ. 

Reception of new holy oil stocks into church 
Once Bishop Alan has blessed the oils for baptism, confirmation 
and healing at the Chrism Eucharist on Maundy Thursday, the 
suggestion in Times and Seasons is to introduce them into church 
at the communion service for Maundy Thursday in the evening.  
This makes little liturgical sense as everything is being stripped out 
or removed prior to the dereliction of Good Friday. 
 
Why not make a point of reintroducing them on Easter 2, the 
Sunday after Easter Day?  It works particularly well if people 
recently baptised or confirmed carry in the relevant oils and 
someone recently recovered from illness for whom the Church has 
been praying carries in the oil of healing. 
 
A good time to do it is after the first hymn, 
 so they can join in an entrance procession. 
  Sample words are given in Times and  
Seasons under the Holy Week resources section. 
 
This is a really good way to do something different on Easter 2 (not 
usually the best attended service of the year) and some implicit 
teaching on the importance of initiation and healing in the life of 
the Church. 

Music 
Arvo Part  I am the true vine 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tP5s2BxM-L0 
This is an 8 minute piece that would work really well as background to some prayers or 
other stillness. 

Poem 
This is a rather challenging poem 

which could be used as a basis for 

some congregational investigation 

into Jesus, the Good Shepherd.  It 

will certainly provoke discussion! 

The Good Shepherd by 

Stanley Moss 

https://www.theguardian.com/b

ooks/booksblog/2016/dec/19/po

em-of-the-week-the-good-

shepherd-by-stanley-moss 

It comes from a 2017 book of 

poems by Stanley Moss called 

Almost Complete Poems 

Freshly baked bread! 
Try setting up a bread machine in each corner 

of the church and programme them to be ready 

roughly 15 minutes into the service?  This is 

particularly appropriate if the Gospel reading is 

‘The Road to Emmaus’.  It’s worth having at least 

three machines because often at least one 

seems not to work very well. 

As people come into church they 

 are assaulted by the smell of 

baking bread.  And smell is one  

of the strongest senses in associational memory.  

Once they bread is baked get some willing 

volunteers to remove the loaves from the 

machines and bring them up during the 

offertory.  (Don’t consecrate too much!)  The 

unconsecrated remainder can be eaten with 

butter and jam during coffee. 

It is a simple and wordless way to bring home 

the truth that new life in Christ is different.  

There is no ‘normal’ any more. 

 

The Empty Tomb – Marshmallows and croissant 
This would work really well on Easter 2 or 3, especially on a Sunday where there is Junior 

Church during the service. 

You will need to have access to an oven, a small portable one will do (but not a 

microwave), plus frozen, ready to bake croissant dough, thawed, and large 

marshmallows and baking trays. Unroll the croissant dough and cut in half, wrap 

each piece around a marshmallow representing Christ in the tomb, place on tray 

and bake according to instructions. When they're cooked and slightly cooled cut 

the tomb in half and it will be empty.  

If the children have made them in another room they can be brought in and 

demonstrated at the end of the service. The dough is good to eat, sweet and 

crispy from the absorbed marshmallow. 
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Rogation 
A meditation on the Lord’s Prayer that could be used at Rogationtide to encourage so prayer for a good stewardship 

of the world’s resources. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in Heaven, Creator of the Universe and all Life on Earth 

Grant that we recognise the gifts you have given us and keep your name holy always in our hearts and in our 

communities. 

Let your Kingdom grow here on Earth as we do your will; as we love and respect your Creation, your truth 

and all your people. 

Let us ‘act justly, love tenderly and walk humbly with you, our God’. 

We ask you for our daily bread; for all our needs. 

Move us to share with the millions who starve, and have less that they need for a dignified human life. 

Forgive us for blindness, for wilful ignorance, for the selfishness and greed that lead us to exploit the Earth’s 

resources for our luxury and comfort. 

Forgive us for thus degrading agricultural land, contaminating land and water supplies. 

Forgive us for our contribution towards global warming and climate chaos that are further endangering the 

lives of the poorest people and places on Earth. 

Help us to understand and forgive people who feel violence is the only effective method of resolving 

problems of greed, abuse or injustice. 

Lead us, Lord, to see through the temptations of the world to ‘have it all’, cost what it may to those already in 

the greatest need. 

Deliver us from blindness and hardened hearts, from excuses, and lack of understanding others’ suffering and 

the causes for hatred that are all around us. 

The Kingdom, the Power and the Glory are yours, Almighty Creator; 

Give us the grace to reflect your Kingdom everyday of our lives in this world.   

Amen. 
Monica Evans 

If you have interesting ideas about worship at Eastertide, feel free to email them to us at stalbansdwlc@gmail.com   

We will endeavour to circulate them.  Similarly if you want more details about anything on this sheet, please email us. 
 

To sign up to what we hope will be a regular monthly sheet on ideas for worship, email us at the same address asking to 

be put onto the circulation list. 
 

We plan for the next sheet to themed around ideas for worship in Ascension and Pentecost.  Let us know if you have 

items you think are worth including. 

Video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tjpUFh_em4w 
A rather nice if slightly syrupy telling of The Good shepherd – suitable 
for Easter 4 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1edX2RUZo5k 
A video on the True Vine – this would work as a sermon introduction or 
before the service started – suitable for Easter 5 

Song 
Outrageous Grace by Robin Mark 

http://www.worshiptogether.com/songs/outrageous-grace/ 

or 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Z3q8IIT-XA 

to listen on YouTube 

Picture 
Here is a picture that might work for Doubting 

Thomas (Easter 2).  I can’t find any copyright 

details and think it might be copyright free. 

 

http://www.hippoquotes.com/bible-quotes-

about-faith-and-courage 

 

Hymn 
Jesus, Prince and Saviour (words by Timothy Dudley-Smith).  

You can sing it to ‘Onward Christian Soldiers! 

This hymn works throughout the Easter season, containing references 

both to Easter Day, Acts 3 and Ascension.  You can find it in most of 

the Hymns Old and New hymnbooks and it is covered by CCLI 
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