
 
Remembering and Light in the Darkness.  
Ideas for youth activities in Autumn 2020. 

Wall of remembering. Youth meeting plan. 
This activity could be incorporated into a special service or youth group meeting.    

Almost every young person has lost someone close to them. It could be a family member, much 

loved pet, a friend, or neighbour. Get in touch with the young people in your church and ask if they 

would like to hold a special service to remember and give thanks for someone they have lost. It can 

be particularly difficult for young people to process their grief when experiencing it for the first time 

and may have had few opportunities to express their loss to anyone outside their immediate family. 

Be sure to encourage young people to share their feelings with someone they trust and ask for help 

if they are going through a tough time.    

Hold a one-off remembering meeting online, in a small group or at an in-person service. This activity 

would have special significance for anyone who has lost someone this year and not been able to 

mark that loss with a funeral or memorial.   

Invite young people to bring a copy of a picture of a loved one they have lost and would like to 
remember.  
Ask them to fill in a postcard with these three questions:  
Who are you remembering?  (name of person) 
Why did they mean a lot to you? (a few words to describe them or your relationship to them) 
What would you like to say to them? (one sentence or a word “thank you” “I love you” etc) 
 
Split into groups or all together, chat and write a prayer. Don’t force anyone to speak but invite the 
group to talk about how they might support a friend who had recently lost someone.  
Then, write a prayer together using these headings (ask one person to record it):   
A line to thank God for those we are remembering.  
A line to ask God to help all those missing someone.  
A line to ask God a question. 
A line for a final thought or prayer the group want to add.  
 
Pin or attach the postcards and pictures to a board  
For online, ask participants to send in contributions in advance, to be displayed on screen.  
Light a candle and read out the prayers together, then hold a short moment of silence.   
Say a few words to remind the group of our hope in Jesus.  
Play some music, if safe to do so, ask someone to play an instrument or sing (prepare this in 
advance).  
 

Being light on Halloween.  
Halloween will look very different this year, and people’s appetite to embrace spookiness and horror 

may be tempered in the current crisis. However even with fewer parties, young people will still be 

invited to mark the occasion, so engaging with them about how to respond is important.  



Deliver a pumpkin and electric tealight to each young person with an invite to join an online meeting 

to carve them together and talk about what each person thinks about Halloween (speak to parents 

in advance for consent and to check this can be done safely).  Invite the young people to carve a 

cross into their pumpkin, as a sign of the light of Jesus in the world.  

Reflect together how Jesus’ light might shine out from us, particularly in times of darkness, and think 

together about where you would want that light to shine this year.  

Read together John 1:5 and John 12:1. Pray together, for all those experiencing evil.  

Finish by reminding the group of the power of Jesus over darkness, that they can trust in His love, 

whatever darkness they face.  


