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ECCUMENICAL USE OF CHURCH BUILDINGS AND HOSTING OF 
OTHER CONGREGATIONS – 2021 GUIDE 
 

Legislation 

Ecumenical Relations Measure 2018 

Canon B43 

Sharing of Church Buildings Act 1969 

 

Introduction 

Giving an invitation to another church to use a church building for worship according to its own 

forms and practice of worship is part of the ministry of hospitality.  

There are many contexts in which a parish church invites, or is requested to permit, use of the 

church or premises for worship by another Christian worshipping community. This may be an 

occasional and temporary, regular and/or long-term arrangement. It may arise as a simple hiring 

or may reflect the working together of two denominations locally. In every case, it is important 

to establish the arrangements on the right footing, in line with legal and practical requirements, 

to ensure matters such as safeguarding, finances and the practical care of the building are 

covered appropriately, as well as conforming with Canon Law. Before giving approval the PCC, 

or the leader or leaders of a Mission Initiative should agree with the appropriate authority of the 

other church the terms and conditions of use. 

 

Casual hiring of a church hall 

Please refer to the diocesan guidance on lettings of church halls. It is important to check the hall 

trust deed to ensure use for worship by another Christian group is permitted and, if necessary, to 

ensure that the group is Trinitarian and recognised as Christian in its beliefs. In all cases, a 

written hiring agreement should be used, covering safeguarding, health and safety, management 

and financial arrangements. 

 

Occasional use of a church building 

Canon B43 allows members of a designated Church to be invited to use a parish church or 

cathedral church for worship in accordance with the forms of the service and practice of the 

designated Church. This is subject in all cases to the permission of the incumbent. As set out in 

the Code of Practice [Part IV paragraph 93 onwards] 

• If this is to be on a single occasion, the approval of the PCC is needed (or the PCC 

standing committee with later ratification, if urgent). 

• If for a number of occasions, a specified period, or an indefinite period, the approvals of 

the PCC and the Bishop are needed before a written invitation is given, subject to 

appropriate conditions.  

The Code of Practice includes recommended forms of words to use and the process to follow. 

 

Regular use of a church building 

There are 3 routes to use of a parish church (and premises) by another denomination: 

1. The Canonical route under the provisions of Canon B43. This allows use in accordance 

with the Canons of the Church of England and so would not require any other permission 

such as a faculty. It is open to designated churches (see below) and there is provision in 

https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/What-to-consider-when-letting-church-halls.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/policy-and-thinking/canons-church-england/section-b
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2019-03/Ecumenical%20Code%20of%20Practice%202019.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/policy-and-thinking/canons-church-england/section-b


the Canon for other churches to seek national designation or diocesan designation by the 

Bishop.  

2. A Sharing Agreement under the Sharing of Church Buildings Act 1969. The Act allows 

sharing of church buildings as well as halls and parsonages. Again, it is open to 

designated churches (a different list) and has provision for adding other churches. It 

covers the practicalities of sharing arrangements such as management of the premises. 

3. A use of the church which would not be in accordance with the Canons could be 

authorised by faculty. This might be applicable where, for example, a local church is 

unable to use its own premises for a limited period. 

 

Designated Churches are those denominations and churches to which the Measure and the 

Canon apply. These are generally the longer-established widespread denominations present in 

England – see the list at https://www.churchofengland.org/about/leadership-and-

governance/legal-services/canons-church-england/supplementary-material#b137. The legislation 

also, however, makes provision for other churches to be designated for a temporary period of up 

to 7 years, either nationally or by the Bishop of a diocese for ecumenical relations within the 

Diocese. For diocesan designation, the Bishop must be assured that the theology, practice and 

structure of the hosted church is compliant. One means of establishing this is if the church is a 

member of the Evangelical Alliance or a similar recognised organisation. 

Once a church has been designated, it is then open to the incumbent and PCC to invite the 

church to use the parish church on the basis of a written agreement approved by the Bishop.  

 

In all cases, early consultation with the Diocesan Registrar and/or the Pastoral Secretary at the 

Diocesan Office is recommended. 

 

Contact for queries 

The Pastoral and Advisory Secretary  ecritchley@stalbans.anglican.org.  

01727 818132 
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